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Join us on  
Palm Sunday 

 

_________ 
 
 

Fr. Lanning, Fr. Ramser and 
Fr. Dunson will be passing 
out palms and  offering a 
blessing while you stay in 
your car. 

_________ 
 

Saturday, April 4, 2020 
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  

 
Sunday, April 5, 2020 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

_________ 
 
Drive up to the garage 
doors on the West side of 
the parking lot. 
 
This is an opportunity to 
bring your Easter 
offering and connect 
with the Church as we 
begin Holy Week.  
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St. Angela Merici Parish is following the dictates from the Cleveland Diocese and 
the Catholic Conference of Ohio for the suspension of all public Masses through 
Easter Sunday. For more information on this suspension, visit ohiocathconf.org.  
 
In these difficult times Father Lanning is asking you keep the parish, our parishioners and 
all of society in your prayers.  
 
Father Lanning, Father Dunson and Father Ramser are available for consultation. Please 
communicate by email or phone if you would like to speak to any of them. 
 
We encourage everyone to watch televised or live streaming Masses:  
 
• Diocese of Cleveland -  daily streaming Masses at dioceseofcleveland.org/  
• EWTN (television and streaming video)- weekdays at 8 a.m., 12 p.m. and        7 

p.m.; Sundays at 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. 
• Fox 8 (television) - 6 a.m Sunday mornings 
• Daily Mass with Bishop Barron (streaming video) - wordonfire.org/daily-mass/ 
• AM 1260 The Rock (radio) - The Diocese of Cleveland Mass for the Homebound will 

be broadcast at its regular time 10:30 a.m. Sunday AND at 4 p.m. Saturday. The Mass 
from EWTN will be broadcast at 8 a.m. Sunday AND again at 5 p.m. Sunday. Weekday 
Masses are aired each weekday at 10 AM. Visit am1260therock.com for a full schedule. 

 
Parish Center Office Hours  
As of March 24, 2020, the Parish Center lobby is open Monday through Friday from 9am 
until 12 noon; however, hours are subject to change.  Please phone ahead before coming 
to the Parish Center, and limit visits to necessary business only.  Communication with 
office personnel will be through the glass window only. We will answer phone calls and 
voice messages, communications by mail and email to the extent possible.  Offertory 
envelopes can dropped off in the basket in the lobby of the Parish Center during open 
hours or mailed.  On-line donations can be made through our website.  Please continue to 
support the parish to the best of your ability. 
 
 
 
A Call to Continue Offertory 
As all masses are cancelled, 
we ask that you continue your 
financial support, if at all 
possible. Offertory envelopes 
can be mailed in (St. Angela 
Merici; 20970 Lorain Road; 
Fairview Park, OH 44126) or 
dropped off in the lobby of our 
Parish Center during open 
hours. Donations can also be 
made online at samparish.org 
 
Please check our parish 
website at samparish.org and 
our bi-weekly SAM eGram for 
updates. 
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Readings For The Week 
 

SUNDAY: Mt 21:1-11 / Is 50:4-7 / Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 / 
Phil 2:6-11 /Mt 26:14—27:66    

MONDAY: Is 42:1-7 / Ps 27:1-3, 13-14 / Jn 12:1-11  

TUESDAY: Is 49:1-6 / Ps 71:1-6ab, 15, 17 / Jn 13:21-33, 36
-38  

WEDNESDAY: Is 50:4-9a / Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34 / 
Mt 26:14-25  
 
THURSDAY: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 
25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 
116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/
Jn 13:1-15  
 
FRIDAY: Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 
[Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 
 
SATURDAY: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 / Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-
14, 24, 35 / Gn 22:1-18 / Ps 16:5, 8-11 / Ex 14:15—15:1 /Ex 
15:1-6, 17-18 / Is 54:5-14 / Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13 / Is 55:1-
11 / Is 12:2-6 / Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4 / Ps 19:8-11 / Ez 36:16-
28 / Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 / Rom 6:3-11 / Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 
22-23 / Mt 28:1-10  
 
NEXT SUNDAY: Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-

23 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9   

My dear friends in Christ, 
 
We have entered into the journey of Holy 
Week, the week that changed the world.  
For all of us this is a very odd Palm 
Sunday. We do not gather to hear the 
story of Christ’s triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem or sing the familiar refrain of 
“All Glory Laud and Honor”.  Palms are 
not waving in the pews and incense does 
not waft heavenward to remind us of the 
sweet presence of the Almighty in our 
midst and our prayers rising up to the 
Heavenly Courts.  Even though we begin 
this week and celebrate its days at a 
distance over electronic masses and 
services the truth and power of these 
celebrations is not lost on us.  This week 
reminds us of the reality of our faith and 
that Christ Himself knew disappointment, 
rejection, separation and sorrow as He 
went from being acclaimed as Savior on 
Palm Sunday to being mocked as King on 
Good Friday.   
 

Each day of Holy Week has a special focus 
to it with its own insights into the human 
condition.  On Holy Monday, we observe 
the anointing of Jesus at Bethany, an 
event that in the Gospel of John occurred 
before the Palm Sunday event described 
in John 12:12–19.  On Holy Tuesday, we 
hear the beginnings of the betrayal of 
Jesus by Judas and the foretelling of the 
betrayal by Peter when the cock will crow 
three times.  On Holy Wednesday, some 
observe the story of Judas arranging his 
betrayal of Jesus with the chief priests.  
For this reason, the day is sometimes 
called Spy Wednesday. 
 

We then enter into the shortest, but more 
important, season we observe as the 
Body of Christ.  The summit of the 
Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—
from the evening of Holy Thursday to the 
evening of Easter Sunday. Though 
chronologically three days (Triduum is a 
Latin word that means three days), they 
are liturgically one day unfolding for us 
the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.  The 
single celebration of the Triduum marks 
the end of the Lenten season, and leads 
to the Mass of the Resurrection of the 
Lord at the Easter Vigil.  The different 
moments of the Triduum highlight 
different avenues of grace that the Lord 
gives us to know His great love for us and 
our mission as His disciples to go into the 
world proclaiming His saving truth and 
promise to be with us always. 
 

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper. The Mass on Holy Thursday is 
commonly known as the Feast of the 
Lord’s Supper. This Mass is a time for  

Oremus Pro Invicem 

(Pray for one another) In your prayers, please remember those 
in need of healing, especially:  
 
Alice Bader, Sam Bobko Sr.,  Andy Corcoran, Ken DeCrane, 

Jean DiRuggiero, Joan Fry, Aranka Gajzer, Hank Hout, Ron 

Kay, Megan Keefe, Angelina Lapp, Fr. Jim Lee, Robert Lynch, 

Maureen Materna, Deboarh Mortack, James Nieberding, Linda 

Nicholls, Frances Parcaro, William Schmidt, Rita Solly, Charlie 

Steigerwald, Ann Stromp, Dolly Szunyog, Bob Timoteo, Alice 

Weisbarth and Charlotte Zak.   
 

Rest In Peace 

Please pray for Thomas J. Bader, Ronald D. Kay, Rita M. 

McBride, Matthew Reagan, Philip Reagan and Bernice J. 

Sheridan. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed rest in peace. 
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Catholics to remember the Last Supper where Jesus and 
His apostles gathered to celebrate Passover. In the Holy 
Thursday celebration, two ritual actions stand out among 
the rest; the Washing of the Disciples Feet and the 
Eucharistic Procession to the Altar of Reservation. 
 
At the Last Supper, Jesus took a basin and a towel, got 
down on His hands and knees and washed the feet of all 
of His apostles. After this action, He commanded the 
apostles, “I have given you a model to follow, so that as I 
have done for you, you should also do” (John 13:15). 
This is Jesus’ commandment: Just as Jesus has been a 
servant to His apostles, so the apostles must go out into 
the world and be servants to everyone around them.  We 
are called to do the same in our daily lives. Well, we are 
not called literally to wash each other’s feet (though 
sometimes that may be the case). The action of washing 
one another’s feet reminds us of the call to humble 
servitude. Foot washing is not a re-enactment or re-
creation of a past event, but rather, it is a 
commemorative action that reminds us that God calls us 
first and foremost to be servants to others in our daily 
lives. 
 

The ritual washing of the feet can take place in many 
ways. Some churches choose to have 12 people, who 
represent the apostles, have their feet washed by the 
priest presiding over the celebration. Other churches 
invite the entire gathered community to have its feet 
washed (this particular tradition is very powerful because 
everyone is invited to come and have their feet washed 
by someone else in their community). However the ritual 
takes shape, foot washing should always be a reminder 
that Christ has called us to be servants to the entire 
world. 
 

At the very first Last Supper, Jesus also instituted the 
Eucharist for the Church. At this Holy Thursday 
celebration, we are reminded of who we are in Jesus 
Christ and that, through the sacrament of the Eucharist, 
we are and we become even more the Body of Christ 
together.  At the conclusion of the Holy Thursday 
celebration, there is no concluding prayer. Once the 
celebration of the Eucharist is completed, there is a 
Eucharistic Procession (where the Eucharist that is left 
from Communion is processed to a Chapel of 
Reservation). This procession to the Chapel of 
Reservation reminds us of Jesus’ time in the garden of 
Gethsemane when He prayed so fervently through the 
night. The entire community is invited to join in this 
procession and then join in the silent prayer and 
adoration until night prayer is prayed and the Eucharist is 
put in the Tabernacle. The gathered community leaves in 
silence only to return in prayer the next day for the Good 
Friday celebration. 
 

On Holy Thursday the Church also remembers the 
institution of the Holy Priesthood at the last supper.  
Many priests renew their priestly promises on this day to 
strengthen their commitment to the Lord made on the  

day of their ordination.  It is a 
humbling moment to once again lay 
our lives down so that Christ may use 
us as His vessels in a unique and 
sacramental way. 
 
Good Friday: Liturgy of the Lord’s 
Passion 

In this solemn celebration, we 
remember the Passion and Death of 
Our Lord. The service is marked by 
several important rituals including the 
proclaiming of the Passion according 
to John, the Veneration of the Cross, 
an extended form of General 
Intercessions, and finally, the 
distribution of Communion (reserved 
from the Holy Thursday celebration of 
the Eucharist). 
 

It seems strange that in the Good 
Friday liturgy Catholics choose to 
venerate, or show reverence to, the 
very instrument that was used to 
crucify Jesus. The Veneration of the 
Cross reminds us that through this 
Cross, the Glory of the resurrection 
emerges. So, on Good Friday, we 
come forward to show our great 
reverence and respect for the Cross. 
People have various traditions when 
they approach the Cross. Sometimes 
they kiss the Cross, kneel before the 
Cross, or even just touch it in some 
fashion. As you participate in this 
ritual, venerate the Cross in whatever 
way feels most normal. And most of 
all, just take in the experience of the 
gathered community coming so close 
to such a tragic, but integral, event in 
our faith. 
 

If you enjoy spiritual aerobics, then 
the Solemn Intercessions are for you! 
In this expanded form of General 
Intercessions, the presider and the 
deacon work together to pray ten 
intercessions. These intercessions are 
the same intercessions the entire 
Church prays on Good Friday, and 
they include praying for the Holy 
Church, praying for the unity of all 
Christians, praying for the Jewish 
people, praying for people who do not 
believe in Christ or in God, praying 
for people in public office, and 
praying for people who are suffering 
or facing difficult times. These 
prayers recognize how universal our  
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Most churches do not do the entire set of 
nine readings (for time’s sake). But keep 
in mind that the point is to recall how 
God has interceded on humanity’s behalf 
from the very beginning of time and that 
through this Easter Vigil we celebrate 
that God is present and always working 
in our lives, even still today. 
 

At the Easter Vigil we also welcome the 
catechumens (those who will be a bap-
tized, confirmed and receive First Eucha-
rist) and the candidates (those who will 
be fully received into the Catholic Church 
but were baptized in another religious 
tradition).  It is a powerful moment as 
we also renew our Baptismal Promises 
and are sprinkled with the blest Easter 
Water as a sign of our re-birth after the 
repentance and austerity of Lent.   
 

Easter 
Throughout these three days, we experi-
ence the highs and lows in our faith, 
ending with the ultimate high — the new 
life of the resurrection. The Easter Sea-
son begins with the Easter Vigil, and we 
enter a time (50 days) when endless 
“Alleluias” will ring out throughout all of 
our liturgical celebrations.  Nothing can 
stop the truth of the Triduum and the 
ultimate victory of our Risen Lord over 
sin, death, hell and all that can harm us.   
While it pains us all not to be physically 
united in the church building this year 
during the Triduum, I highly encourage 
you to read and pray over the Scripture 
readings of these holy days by going to 
the website of the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org/
bible/readings).  I also encourage you to 
participate in the ceremonies from the 
Vatican with the Holy Father or through 
another community who is streaming 
live (such as EWTN, Bishop Robert Bar-
ron through his Word on Fire website or 
many parishes using Facebook).  
Through our common prayer and trust in 
the Victorious Christ we will make it 
through our current cross of coronavirus.  
Nothing, not even a pandemic and the 
fear that it brings, can make us forget 
the truth that Christ is Risen, He is Risen 
Indeed!  May we live this beautiful joy in 
our lives now and always.  
 

Pax et Gaudium, 
(Peace & Joy) 
Fr. Rob    

Church is and that we should be aware of all of the 
faiths and  traditions in the world that are different from our 
own. During the day on Good Friday the Church also offers 
the faithful some beautiful devotional prayers to connect to 
the saving power of Christ’s Passion and Death.  The most 
popular is the Stations of the Cross.  Another is The Seven 
Last Words devotional.  This is a beloved devotion of the 
Church that invites us to recall and meditate on Jesus’ last 
words as He hung on the cross. 
 
Holy Saturday  
The time before the Great Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday is 
meant to be a bit uncomfortable.  The Church is in a moment 
of spiritual “in-betweens”.  The sanctuaries of churches are 
still stripped of all their decorations and dressings and the de-
votions of this day recall what Christ was doing during His 
sleep in the tomb.  There is a beautiful and powerful sermon 
that I highly recommend which is given in the Church’s Litur-
gy of the Hours for Holy Saturday.  It is known as the Lord’s 
descent into Hell from an ancient homily for Holy Saturday.  
The sermon reminds us of Christ’s ultimate victory over every 
evil.  In that spirit of hope and new life Holy Saturday is also 
when many ethnicities have their baskets blessed.  All the 
food in the basket – kielbasa, ham, horseradish, eggs, butter, 
paska bread, etc. – all have traditional meanings and are eat-
en as the first joyful meal of Easter Day.       
 
The Easter Vigil 
The celebration of the Easter Vigil tells the whole story of our 
salvation — from creation to resurrection and beyond. Be-
cause of all the ritual moments, this service tends to be on 
the lengthy side (an average Easter Vigil will last at least 2-2 
1/2 hours). But don’t let the length of the celebration detract 
you from participating. The Easter Vigil includes the lighting of 
the Easter Fire and Paschal Candle (the large candle that we 
will use throughout the year), the singing of the Exsultet (the 
Easter Proclamation), the expanded Liturgy of the Word that 
traces time through Salvation History (the story of our Salva-
tion), the Liturgy of Initiation (where new people come into 
the Church), and the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. All 
these rituals come together for one purpose: to remember 
and recall the saving deeds of our God on our behalf. Here’s 
an explanation of two moments from the celebration. 
The Exsultet, or the Easter Proclamation, is a hymn that is 
sung by a deacon, priest, or cantor. This hymn speaks of how 
God has interceded in our lives on our behalf. The Exsultet 
especially recalls the Holy Night when Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead. What makes this moment particularly dramatic is 
that the Exsultet is sung in a church lit only with the light of 
the Paschal Candle and other smaller candles, which people 
are holding. In order to pray this hymn along with the dea-
con, priest, or cantor, try reflecting on the words of the hymn 
throughout Holy Saturday. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word for the Easter Vigil is comprised of 
nine readings and seven responsorial psalms. The first read-
ing begins with the story of Creation and then, each subse-
quent reading recounts the story of our faith lives through 
history. You’ll hear the story of Isaac and Abraham, the story 
of Moses and the Exodus, and more. All of these readings lead 
up to the singing of the Gloria when all the lights come on in 
the church, and then the final reading, the Resurrection of 
Christ, is proclaimed. Why so many readings? Again, like the 
singing of the Exsultet, the readings recount the many ways 
in which God has interceded on our behalf throughout history.   
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Dear Friends,  
 
 Just a few thoughts to 
share with you on this Palm 
Sunday, the beginning of Holy 
Week.  And what a special time 
it is!  We all send warm 
wishes and greetings during 
this most unusual time of the 

pandemic.  From Fr. Don, Fr. Rob, and 
myself, we want you to know that we are 
praying for you and your intentions each 
day.   

 

  Wow, it’s April already.  
Happy Birthday to my older 
brother who is 70 years 

young on April 1st.  And today to one 
of my younger sisters who was born 
on April 5th.   
 

Again this week, I have been so 
heartened by the faith of those who 
were not able to have a funeral mass for 
their loved ones – who had to postpone 
the mass due to the health crisis.  Since 
we haven’t had our usual prayers at mass 
to announce these names, I share them 
with you now.  Our prayers go out to 
Marie Kay and her family at the death of 
Ron Kay – a beloved and active 
parishioner who suffered bravely and 
courageously from ALS for five years.  We 
pray for the Ryan family and those related 
to Bill and Anne.  Anne was another 
faithful parishioner and loving spouse.  
She died on March 25th.  We also 
remember Robert Conroy of our parish 
and Michael Kunsch who passed and 
whose families are part of our parish 
family.  Our hearts go out to the Reagan 
family whose two sons Matthew Reagan, 
29, and Philip Reagan, 39, died out west 
as was reported in the news.  Our prayers 
and sympathies go out to these families 
and to those you know in your own lives 
who are experiencing grief at this time.  
Most recently we heard of the death of 
Rita McBride.  We will be praying with her 
family this week, too.   
 

In addition, we think of those who are 
ill, especially Andy Corcoran and Greg 
Harrison.  We pray for all first responders 
and the brave medical personnel who 
bravely care for the sick and infirm.  And 
we pray for patience as we think of 
parents and grandparents and young ones 
who may not understand what is 
happening in the world right now.  May 
the gifts of patience and understanding be 
theirs and ours, too.   

 

 As everyone knows, none of this 
easy.  We priests are quietly saying 

mass together for you and for the mass  

intentions that were originally scheduled. We think of  you 
and bring you to God’s altar each day even though you 
cannot be there with us physically.  Someday soon we will 
come out of these ‘catacomb’ like experiences and rejoice 
once more as a community of faith.  I told some people that 
the three of us priests are like a little Trappist community 
here on the parish grounds.  LOL.  Seriously and gratefully, 
being able to pray together in the quiet atmosphere of our 
church has been a bolster to our fraternity as priests and a 
true grace for us.  Our meetings with families and our 
connection through phone calls has been most gratifying.  
Our parish is filled with great and faithful families.   

 

Again, I hope you got to watch the pope’s special 
blessing and prayer moment on TV the other day.  I 

placed here the link and the text of his message if you were 
not able.  

 

 Again, keep in touch.  We’re working on ways of 
reaching out to you amidst these truly Lenten days.  
Watch the website.  Call us if you need us.  We’re 
keeping busy and thinking of each person:  all of us 

keeping a social distance, and/or hunkered down at home; 
doing distance learning from school, et al.  Let’s continue to 
pray to Saint Angela Merici, our patron, to Mary the Health of 
the Sick, and all our patron saints.  We will be together 
again.  Until then don’t forget the Spiritual Communion 
prayer suggested by Pope Francis:   
 

 Pope Francis, after reciting a livestreamed Angelus 
prayer March 15, told people, "United to Christ we are 

never alone, but instead form one body, of which he is the 
head. It is a union that is nourished with prayer and also with 
spiritual communion in the Eucharist, a practice that is 
recommended when it isn't possible to receive the 
sacrament."   

 

Obviously, receiving Communion is the way to 
participate most fully in the Mass, but it is not always 

possible for everyone to receive at every Mass, nor do many 
Catholics in the world even have regular access to Mass.  The 
idea of "spiritual Communion" — inviting Jesus into one's 
heart and soul when receiving the actual sacrament isn't 
possible — is part of Catholic tradition.  Thus, in the 1700s, 
Saint Alphonsus Liguori wrote a special prayer for spiritual 
communion:  
 

 Prayer for Making a Spiritual Communion during 
this pandemic time:   

 
"My Jesus, I believe you are really here in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I love you more than anything in the 
world, and I hunger to receive you. But since I cannot 

receive Communion at this moment, feed my soul at 
least spiritually. I unite myself to you now as I do 
when I actually receive you."   
 

Thank you, Lord, for electricity; for technology; for our 
homes, for the kindness of others, for the warmth of family, 
for the dedication of those providing food and shelter and 
fuel and education and transportation and safety and security 
to others.  We are still so blessed even in this pandemic time.  
So here is the link to Pope Francis’ prayer for us: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnzTIGpYxdA   
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In this storm, the façade of those 
stereotypes with which we camouflaged 

our egos, always worrying about our image, has 
fallen away, uncovering once more that 
(blessed) common belonging, of which we 
cannot be deprived: our belonging as brothers 
and sisters.  
 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, 
your word this evening strikes us and regards 
us, all of us. In this world, that you love more 
than we do, we have gone ahead at breakneck 
speed, feeling powerful and able to do anything. 
Greedy for profit, we let ourselves get caught up 
in things, and lured away by haste. We did not 
stop at your reproach to us, we were not 
shaken awake by wars or injustice across the 
world, nor did we listen to the cry of the poor or 
of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless, 
thinking we would stay healthy in a world that 
was sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we 
implore you: “Wake up, Lord!”.  
 

 “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” 
Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to 
faith. Which is not so much believing that 

you exist, but coming to you and trusting in 
you. This Lent your call reverberates urgently: 
“Be converted!”, “Return to me with all your 
heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize 
this time of trial as a time of choosing. It is not 
the time of your judgement, but of our 
judgement: a time to choose what matters and 
what passes away, a time to separate what is 
necessary from what is not. It is a time to get 
our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, 
and to others. We can look to so many 
exemplary companions for the journey, who, 
even though fearful, have reacted by giving 
their lives. This is the force of the Spirit poured 
out and fashioned in courageous and generous 
self-denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can 
redeem, value and demonstrate how our lives 
are woven together and sustained by ordinary 
people – often forgotten people – who do not 
appear in newspaper and magazine headlines 
nor on the grand catwalks of the latest show, 
but who without any doubt are in these very 
days writing the decisive events of our time: 
doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, 
cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, law 
and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious 
men and women and so very many others who 
have understood that no one reaches salvation 
by themselves. In the face of so much suffering, 
where the authentic development of our peoples 
is assessed, we experience the priestly prayer of 
Jesus: “That they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). 
How many people every day are exercising 
patience and offering hope, taking care to sow   
not panic but a shared responsibility. How many 
fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are 
showing our children, in small everyday 
gestures, how to face up to and navigate a crisis 
by adjusting their routines, lifting their gaze and 
fostering prayer. How many are praying, 
offering and interceding for the good of all. 
Prayer and quiet service: these are our 
victorious weapons. 

And don’t forget to watch Holy Week and Triduum 
services via the internet; check the bishops’ website, our 
website for information, and www.youtube.com/vatican; also 
www.vatican.va  and choose English as your language (unless 
you are tri-lingual).  All these are great resources along with 
www.wordonfire.org.  Again, we are blessed in so many ways 
with the use of technology.  And don’t forget our own 
www.samparish.org.   
 
"URBI ET ORBI" BLESSING – to the City and the 
World. 
 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/
documents/papa-francesco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OF PRAYER 
PRESIDED OVER BY POPE FRANCIS 
Sagrato of St Peter’s Basilica Friday, 27 March 2020 

  
“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel passage we 
have just heard begins like this. For weeks now it has been 

evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets 
and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything with a 
deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops everything as it 
passes by; we feel it in the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their 
glances give them away. We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the 
disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, 
turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of 
us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, 
all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the 
other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those disciples, who spoke 
anxiously with one voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too 
have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves, but only 
together can we do this.  
 
It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. What is harder to 
understand is Jesus’ attitude. While his disciples are quite naturally 
alarmed and desperate, he stands in the stern, in the part of the boat 
that sinks first. And what does he do? In spite of the tempest, he 
sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only time in the 
Gospels we see Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming the 
wind and the waters, he turns to the disciples in a reproaching voice: 
“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40).  

 
Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ 
faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ trust? They had not 

stopped believing in him; in fact, they called on him. But we see how 
they call on him: “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do 
you not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in them, does not 
care about them. One of the things that hurts us and our families most 
when we hear it said is: “Do you not care about me?” It is a phrase 
that wounds and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would have shaken 
Jesus too. Because he, more than anyone, cares about us. Indeed, 
once they have called on him, he saves his disciples from their 
discouragement.  

 
The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and 
superfluous certainties around which we have constructed our 
daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us 

how we have allowed to become dull and feeble the very things that 
nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities. The 
tempest lays bare all our prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of what 
nourishes our people’s souls; all those attempts that anesthetize us 
with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly “save” us, but 
instead prove incapable of putting us in touch with our roots and 
keeping alive the memory of those who have gone before us. We 
deprive ourselves of the antibodies we need to confront adversity. 
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not panic but a shared responsibility. How many 
fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are 
showing our children, in small everyday gestures, 
how to face up to and navigate a crisis by 
adjusting their routines, lifting their gaze and 
fostering prayer. How many are praying, offering 
and interceding for the good of all. Prayer and 
quiet service: these are our victorious weapons. 

 

 “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? 
Faith begins when we realize we are in need 

of salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by 
ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like 
ancient navigators needed the stars. Let us invite 
Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let us hand over 
our fears to him so that he can conquer them. 
Like the disciples, we will experience that with 
him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because 
this is God’s strength: turning to the good 
everything that happens to us, even the bad 
things. He brings serenity into our storms, 
because with God life never dies. 

 

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our 
tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into 

practice that solidarity and hope capable of giving 
strength, support and meaning to these hours 
when everything seems to be floundering. The 
Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our 
Easter faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we 
have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross 
we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his 
cross we have been healed and embraced so that 
nothing and no one can separate us from his 
redeeming love. In the midst of isolation when we 
are suffering from a lack of tenderness and 
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss 
of so many things, let us once again listen to the 
proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is 
living by our side. The Lord asks us from his cross 
to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look 
towards those who look to us, to strengthen, 
recognize and foster the grace that lives within 
us. Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 
42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope to 
be rekindled. 

 

Embracing his cross means finding the 
courage to embrace all the hardships of the 

present time, abandoning for a moment our 
eagerness for power and possessions in order to 
make room for the creativity that only the Spirit is 
capable of inspiring. It means finding the courage 
to create spaces where everyone can recognize 
that they are called, and to allow new forms of 
hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. By his cross 
we have been saved in order to embrace hope 
and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and 
all possible avenues for helping us protect 
ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in order 
to embrace hope: that is the strength of faith, 
which frees us from fear and gives us hope.  
 

 “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? 
Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that 
tells of Peter’s rock-solid faith, I would like this 

evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, through 
the intercession of Mary, Health of the People and 
Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that 
embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s 
blessing come down upon you as a consoling 

embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies 
and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is 
weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not leave us at the mercy 
of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, 
together with Peter, “cast all our anxieties onto you, for you care 
about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7). 
 
Some thoughts for Palm Sunday: 

 
As we read and/or listen to the proclamation of 
the Passion of Christ from the Gospel of 
Matthew this year, we enter into more deeply the 

mystery of our faith and the paschal mystery of our salvation 
in Christ.  The life of Jesus, the Christ, begins and ends with 
infamy and persecution – from the challenges in Bethlehem 
and the flight into Egypt and the birth among animals and 
the escape from the murderous King Herod.  Matthew brings 
us back into this amazing story of Jesus.  In Matthew and 
Luke, Jesus is aligned with those on the margins of society.  
He is accused of being possessed, rejected by his hometown 
where the crowd desires to throw him off the side of a hill.  
From the shouts of ‘Hosanna’ with palm branches, he is 
scourged and mocked.  He ultimately undergoes the rejection 
of those closest to him and finally undergoes death, the 
cruelty of death on a cross.  The Son of God, who was born 
in a place where animals were kept, is now crucified in the 
company of criminals.   

 

So we find in the gospel both comfort and a challenge.  
We believe in and worship a god who desires to be with 

us so completely that he would enter into the very basest 
and most heartbreaking of human experiences.  And in 
entering into these experiences of rejection, violence, 
loneliness, and despair, he redeems them.  
 

In the passion narrative, Jesus who became one of us 
is taunted and tortured by other human beings, a great 

suffering which human beings in our history choose to inflict 
on others; even when we are made in the divine image of 
love.  But Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  The creator of all 
that is good in human nature freely took on himself all that 
was chosen as sin and evil by our human nature – our 
weaknesses, our failures chosen by us.  He took on our 
greed, our violence, the worst that we can do to one another.   

 

Our loving Lord took on hatred; and he freely took on 
the ultimate violence, the ultimate absurdity:  death.  And 

he left it empty like the tomb.  All life would become new in 
our Savior and Redeemer.  And that is the mystery we 
celebrate and enter into during Holy Week and The Sacred 
Triduum.  Christ did not have to suffer.  He chose to do so.  
He was not overpowered by human cruelty, rather he 
submitted himself to it.  On the cross, he was not simply 
victim, he was the priest as well – the priest who offered 
himself as the sacrifice, the true Lamb of God.  No wonder 
the Mass is so important for us and why we miss it so much.  
No wonder it is the greatest of the sacraments, the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, the greatest of prayers, the Real 
Presence, the gift our Savior gave us to give thanks.  At 
Mass, we enter into the sacred mysteries, the paschal 
mystery of faith.   

 

Christ could have chosen any other course, but he 
chose the course that led to Calvary.  This loving embrace 

in a deeper sense was a course that was taken in many ways  
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The Easter offering/collection is 
vital for our upcoming months.  
Whatever you can do to help is deeply 
appreciated.  And know that this 
collection is not shared with anyone else.  
It remains totally in the parish for our 
needs.  I also want to say that the 
diocesan offices have been most 
generous and supportive in assisting us 
with questions of finance and personnel 
and all those important details that are a 
part of the running of a parish that is our 
size and with our complexity 
(employees, insurance, heat, light, etc.).   
 

 Oremus pro invicem.  
Hope to see you or hear 
your voice soon.  Soli 
Deo Gloria.  And a 
blessed Holy Week, 
Triduum, and Easter if you 
don’t connect right away.   

 
 Let’s keep praying for 
families and for those 
whose plans about 
gatherings, 
graduations, and 
special events that have 

been postponed or changed, particularly 
in young lives.  Not easy.  Thank God for 
strong family life!!  And don’t forget our 
first responders, doctors, nurses, 
emergency personnel, food store 
employees, police and fire, our men and 
women in service who may be at the 
front lines of battle, and anyone who is 
working to keep our lights on, our water 
flowing, and our health maintained.  
They are true heroes and heroines 
sacrificing for us!  Amen.   
 

Father Michael J. Lanning, Pastor 

over the centuries.  From the beginning of creation, the first 
time God looked at humankind he chose what he saw not 
simply as more of his creatures – but as his people. The 
people with whom he would remain no matter what.  Think of 
the great stories of our salvation history:  from the promise of 
a savior to the freedom won at the Passover to the coming of 
Jesus.  We have always been and will always be God’s people 
– embraced by Love – Triune Love – this is our God who 
made us his people – who created us in love, redeemed us in 
love, and guides us in love at every moment of our existence 
no matter what happens to us and no matter what choices we 
have made.  As we will sing in a few days, “O happy fault.  O 
necessary sin of Adam that brought to us so great a 
Redeemer!”   The words of the Exsultet from Holy Saturday 
night speak of this most loving mystery of our salvation.  I 
hope that you can make it your prayers this week.   
 

  Sin is real, but it is not the last word.  Love and 
salvation and redemption are the final words for God’s 
people.  Lent will again come to an end for us this 
week.  I hope that this most rare of Lents has been for 
us a season of penance, of confronting our need for 
healing and looking deeply into self-examination.  Sin 
loses its power over us in Christ.  We are not slaves to 

our past, to our habits, to our weaknesses.  We are God’s 
people, and we have a share in everything that is God’s.  And 
just as surely as we have again and again taken part 
his the crucifixion of Christ, so shall we always, as 
often as we choose to do so, take part in his rising.  
Amen.   
 

 And by the way, a huge amount of thanks 
and humble pride for our staff in all corners of 
the parish – they have been the best in 
ministry, education, catechesis, finance and 
business concerns, outreach, maintenance, 
sanitizing (!!!), grounds upkeep, long-distance-
learning, music, long-range planning, etc.  We 
have amazing people on our staff and in our 
ministers!  We wouldn’t exist without them.   

 
And did you notice the new roof and 
gutters on the Parish Center and the 
new plantings around the West 210 
parking lot fence by the rectory?  The 
roof was in the planning for several months 
and very necessary so we wouldn’t be lost or 

washed away in a tidal issue of rain.  And the old bushes 
around the rectory just gave up the ghost, we again followed 
through our plan at the right planting time to cut out the old 
and replant with new before the planting cycle got away from 
us.  Even in a pandemic, life must go on.   

 
Finally, we are humbled at your inquiries 
about parish offerings and collections.  
Even in the midst of your own issues, you 
haven’t forgotten our own issues of paying 
salaries, etc. for our people and for paying our 
bills.  We are truly flabbergasted and astounded 
at your care for the parish!  God bless you.  

Please let us know how you want to make your gift.  There’s 
no doubt that we need it; and you have been so gracious to 
ask.  You can drop it off or maybe now try on-line giving to 
save yourself the effort and the trip and the possibility of 
virus.   
 



 

 
Family Members In The  

Armed Services  
 
 

 
 

Reese Marsh, Matthew Martis, 
Captain 

Christopher Salisbury, 

 
Note: To add a family member, please contact the 
Bulletin Editor, Ms. Suzanne Quinn, at 
bulletin@samparish.org.  

Intentions for the week  
 

Monday, April 6  
 Jim Kennedy  
   
Tuesday, April 7 
     Steve Wroblesky 
 

Wednesday, April 8 

     David Menicino 
 

Thursday, April 9—Holy Thursday 
      

Friday, April 10—Good Friday 
       

Saturday, April 11—Holy Saturday 
 

Sunday, April 12—Easter Sunday 

 3-E-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1060

Bookstore
Church of St. Clarence

CALL FOR STORE HOURS
440-779-0208
Shop at Galilee for  

religious occasions and 
inspirational gift giving

Help us keep Cleveland’s 
homeless warm this 
year. Make a donation 
for socks, boots and 
other items at...

“Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” 
-Gospel of Matthew

communitywestfoundation.org/socksplus

WIEMELS-HIROS
PLUMBING CO.

Serving Western Cuyahoga County Since 1940
HOME REPAIR SPECIALISTS
Plumbing • Sewer • Water • Gas

Lic. # 19482 • Lic. #26607
16419 Lorain Avenue

216-251-3283

CORRIGAN CRACIUN
 FUNERAL HOME

 14768 Lorain Avenue • Cleveland 20820 Lorain Road • Fairview Park
 216-251-7000 440-331-0500

HOLICK CRACIUN 
FUNERAL HOME

23040 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake
440-331-0999

440-331-3044 • www.bperio.com
Alumni 1983

Olivia-Class of 2013  •  Brooke-Class of 2015  •  Paige-Class of 2018
Chloe-Class of 2020  •  Julius-Class of 2023
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THIS SPACE IS

www.jesuitdet.org

SAVING MEMBERS MONEY 
EVERYDAY, ASK HOW WE 

CAN HELP YOU
Finance your car with Unity and 

we will donate $50 to the 
church or school of your choice

16212A Madison Ave.  •  Lakewood  •  440-886-2558  •  unitycatholiccu.org

A SAnctuAry of PeAce, comfort And fAith

Skilled Nursing Care
and

Assisted Living

13315 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

216.226.3858
www.enniscourt.com

 General
 Contractor 
ELECTRICAL ~ CARPENTRY ~ PAINTING  
PLUMBING ~ DRYWALL ~ MUCH MORE!

INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR
CALL GREG AT 216-577-4065

GJS

Heating & Cooling
 David Slife Dick Slife
Furnaces • Boilers • A/C

(216) 221-0310
www.slife-hvac.com
24 Hours Emergency Service

13729 Madison Ave. • Lakewood

21919 Center Ridge Rd  • Rocky River OH
333-WOOD

www.thewoodsrestaurant.com

 John R. Blakemore, D.D.S. 4350 Crocker Rd, Suite 100
 William S. Blood, D.D.S., M.D. Westlake, Ohio 44145
 Raymond P. Plona III, D.D.S., M.D. 440-871-3131 | 440-871-3140 fax
 Gregory A. Plona, D.M.D. www.northcoastjawcenter.com

Find your loved
ones using 

the CCA App!

www.gradepowerlearning.com

Academic Coaching
ACT/SAT Prep / Tutoring

– FAIRVIEW PARK –
440.230.3444

SIGNATURE HOUSE 

SPECIALS DAILY

21867 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park | 440-799-4200 | OPEN EVERY DAY!

Fairview
Tavern

The

est 2006

Join us every Sunday as the doors 
open at 7am serving cold and hot 

beverages and Breakfast!

The Betor Cosmetic 
Dental Group

Richard E. Betor, D.D.S.
Michael T. Betor, D.D.S.

21851 Center Ridge Road
Suite 307

Rocky River, OH 44116

(440) 333-3766
www.drbetor.com B

 Deli Now Open
 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 PURITAS AVE. AT ROCKY RIVER DR.

 267-4630

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

 NOW
 OPEN
 SUNDAY’S!

Sunday discounts
with your bulletin
20251 LAKE RD.

ROCKY RIVER, OH

440-333-9595

26625 Brookpark Rd Ext • North Olmsted, OH • (440) 385-7778 • www.biggby.com

 BOGO FREE
 (BOGO)=Buy One Get One of equal/lesser value)
 any grande/super specialty beverage
 hot, iced, or frozen!
 Expires 1/31/21. Applies to favorite lattes, creme freeze smoothies, tea lattes and hot chocolates.
 FREE drink is of equal or lesser value.  Good at this location only. Coupon must be printed out. Not good
 with any other offer, including BIGGBY® loyalty card programs. For franchise information visit biggby.com

Franchises available in
the Cleveland Market.
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ACCOUNTING BUSINESS
SERVICES
John W. Mino

Certified Public Accountant
Parishioner

Work: 216-252-2322 • Cell 440-829-1016

 CHAMBERS FUNERAL HOMES
 North Olmsted - Cleveland - Berea   (216) 251-6566
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1933 • www.chambersfuneral.com
 Traditional Services & Cremation

Casey O’Conor, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTIST

3906 Rocky River Drive
Cleveland, OH 44111
Free Consultation

251-1232 • www.DROCONOR.com

FAIRVIEW PARK

Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitative Therapies

Dialysis
20770 Lorain Road | 440-331-0300

www.ONeillHC.com

Live Well. Plan Well. Leave Well.
Fairview Park • 21369 Center Ridge Rd.

440.333.9774 • www.buschcares.com

YESENKO’S LAWNCARE
Landscape Design / Weekly Lawn Maintenance

Fall Clean Up • MUlChing • Snowplowing
ShrUb reMovalS • ShrUb planting

BOB YESENKO   Owner/Operator
440.666.3776

WESTGATE SUNOCO
20960 Center Ridge Rd

Foreign & Domestic • Diagnostics & Repair
Jake & Chuck Jacobs-Family Owned

 (440) 331-1127             (440) 331-1136
www.westgatesunoco.com

Dr. Bodman 
Podiatry

Associates
21245 Lorain Rd.

440-356-1989
drbodmanpodiatry.com

Family Parishioners

JAMES A. DUNSON, JR.                      RICHARD W. DUNSON

DUNSON & DUNSON CO., LPA
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW
21851 Center Ridge Rd., Suite 410 • Rocky River, Ohio 44116

 (440) 331-3191

Complete Plumbing Service
Commercial & Residential

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
10% OFF SERVICE CALL FOR NEW 
CUSTOMERS & SENIOR CITIZENS

Chris Bauer, Parishioner
440-333-3345

440-342-3422

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
Brian Anders

tree removal • tree trimming
stump removal • brush chipping

crane work
Jerome M. McKeever 

(216) 780-3760   Jerome.mckeever@gmail.com

Out of the Woods 
Tree Service, LLC

RickRucker.com
(216) 288-8642

 • Proudly Serving 
  Veterans
 • Bruised Credit 
  Applicants Accepted
 • Investment Friendly 
  Programs
 • Various First Time 
  Homebuyer Options
 • JUMBO Financing 
  Up to 95% LTV

RickRucker.com
(216) 288-8642

 • Proudly Serving 
  Veterans
 • Bruised Credit 
  Applicants Accepted
 • Investment Friendly 
  Programs
 • Various First Time 
  Homebuyer Options
 • JUMBO Financing 
  Up to 95% LTV

TIM JACKSON, MAI
for all your real estate appraisal needs!

440.773.5749     IRR.com/Cleveland

SAM Parishioner

Holy Family

Home Health Care · Palliative Care · Hospice
St. Augustine Health Ministries

www.holyfamilyhome.com
6707 State Road, Parma, OH 44134 440.888.7722

Get the care you need
               wherever you call home.

 Complete 18990 Lorain Rd
 Auto Fairview Park
 Repair (440)
 Service 331-2274

Energy Management Specialists, Inc

 (216) 676-9045
 ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
 SPECIALISTS INC.
 “THE BENCHMARK OF
 HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
 COOLING SERVICES”

DESIGN BUILD HVAC SERVICE CONTRACTOR 
ONE ENERGY PLAZA • 15800 IND. PKY • CLEVELAND

OH Lic. 26232

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
1706808 Bloomington, IL

Tim Esther, Agent
19280 Lorain Rd
Fairview Park, OH 44126
Bus: 440-333-8030
tim@timesther.com
www.timesther.com

While other insurers just see your home 
and car as a bundle or a combo deal,
I take the time to see what they mean 
to you and give them the protection 
they deserve.  LET’S TALK TODAY.

Mary O’Malley
	 sales	associate	 parishioner
 O: 440.835.2800 C: 216.406.9195
 maryomalley@howardhanna.com
 www.howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

27115 Knickerbocker Rd.
Bay Village, OH 44140www.lucawest.com 

216.201.9600


