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Monday, November 16�St. Margaret of 

Scotland; St. Gertrude, Virgin �

8:30AM  Lillian Kocab�

�

Tuesday, November 17�St. Elizabeth of 

Hungary, Religious �

8:30AM  John & Rita Druso�

�

Wednesday, November 18�The 

Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. Peter and 

Paul, Apostles; St. Rose Philippine 

Duchesne, Virgin �

8:30AM  Judy Nairus �

�

Thursday, November 19�

8:30AM  Arthur Schwelgien�

�

Friday, November 20�

8:30AM Matisko, Staler & Voinovich Families �

�

Saturday, November 21 �The Presentation 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary �

8:30AM  Michael Masielle�

4:30PM  Robert, Margaret & Robby Hill�

�

Sunday, November 22� Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the Universe �

7:30AM  For the Parish�

9:30AM  Bruno Kotarski�

11:30AM Sean Manning�

5:30PM  Henry Zajac�

     �

Parish Center Hours�

�

Monday through Friday �

9:00 a.m.�4:00 p.m.�

�

PLEASE NOTE�

In observance of the Thanksgiving 

holiday the Parish Center will close at 

2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 

25th. �

�

The Parish Center will be closed on  

Thursday, November 26th and Friday, 

November 27th and will reopen on 

Monday, November 30th. �

Relics are physical objects that have a direct association 

with the saints or with Our Lord. They are usually broken 

down into three classes: First class relics are the body or 

fragments of the body of a saint, such as pieces of bone 

or flesh.  Second class relics are something that a saint 

personally owned, such as a shirt or book (or fragments 

of those items).  Third class relics are those items that a 

saint touched or that have been touched to a first, 

second, or another third�class relic of a saint.  The word 

relic comes from the Latin relinquo, literally meaning I 

leave, or I abandon.  Thus, we find in antique shops “Civil 

War relics” or “Relics of the French Revolution.” 

Obviously, we are not talking about these kinds of relics 

but rather sacred relics. �

�

Scripture teaches that God acts through relics, especially 

in terms of healing. In fact, when surveying what 

Scripture has to say about sacred relics, one is left with 

the idea that healing is what relics “do.”  When the 

corpse of a man was touched to the bones of the prophet 

Elisha the man came back to life and rose to his feet (2 

Kings 13:20�21).  A woman was healed of her 

hemorrhage simply by touching the hem of Jesus’ cloak 

(Matthew 9:20�22).  The signs and wonders worked by 

the Apostles were so great that people would line the 

streets with the sick so that when Peter walked by at 

least his shadow might ‘touch’ them (Acts 5:12�15).  

When handkerchiefs or aprons that had been touched to 

Paul were applied to the sick, the people were healed and 

evil spirits were driven out of them (Acts 19:11�12).�

�

In each of these instances God has brought about a 

healing using a material object. The vehicle for the 

healing was the touching of that object. It is very 

important to note, however, that the cause of the healing 

is God; the relics are a means through which He acts. In 

other words, relics are not magic. They do not contain a 

power that is their own; a power separate from God.    

Any good that comes about through a relic is God’s doing. 

But the fact that God chooses to use the relics of saints to 

work healing and miracles tells us that He wants to draw 

our attention to the saints as “models and 

intercessors” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 828).�

�

The veneration of relics has been present from the 

earliest days of Christianity, during the Apostolic age 

itself. The following is an account written by the Church in 

Smyrna (modern day Izmir, Turkey) when its bishop, St. 

Polycarp was burned alive:�

�

“We adore Christ, because He is the Son of God, but the 

martyrs we love as disciples and imitators of the Lord. So 

we buried in a becoming place Polycarp’s remains, which 

are more precious to us than the costliest diamonds, and 

which we esteem more highly than gold.” (Acts of St. 

Polycarp, composed approx. 156 AD)�

�

Polycarp was a significant figure. He was converted by 

John the Apostle, who had baptized him and 

subsequently ordained him a bishop. Thus we see that 

from its outset the Church practiced devotion to the 

remains of the martyrs.  The Fathers of the Church take 

up the theme of the reverence paid to the sacred relics as 

early as the fourth and fifth centuries. By the 1100s, 

relics were being venerated in churches and shrines 

which attracted numerous pilgrims.�

�

�
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As time went on, the clothing and personal effects of 

holy men and women and boys and girls of the Lord 

were also enshrined. Abbot Cignitti observed: This was 

because of the widespread belief, beyond measure in 

the centuries of the early Middle Ages, that the wonder�

working power of the saint was to be found not only in 

the entire body but also in every part of it and in objects 

that had been in contact with his person.�

�

After the death of Emperor Constantine (fourth 

century), cases of wood, ivory, and various metals 

containing relics were deposited in altars at the time of 

their dedication or buried near the tombs of the dead or 

even worn around the neck. It is well�known that altars 

at the time of their consecration by the bishop were to 

have inserted a relic of a saint, preferably a martyr, 

which was kissed by the priest as he began to offer the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It is still earnestly 

recommended that every altar possess a relic of one of 

the saints.  Here at St. Angela’s we have the relics of 

Sts. Donatus and Innocent, two martyrs of the early 

church, in our altar.   �

To venerate the relics of the saints is a profession of 

belief in several doctrines of the Catholic faith: (1) the 

belief in everlasting life for those who have obediently 

witnessed to Christ and His Holy Gospel here on earth; 

(2) the truth of the resurrection of the body for all 

persons on the last day; (3) the doctrine of the splendor 

of the human body and the respect which all should 

show toward the bodies of both the living and the 

deceased; (4) the belief in the special intercessory 

power which the saints enjoy in heaven because of their 

intimate relationship with Christ the King; and (5) the 

truth of our closeness to the saints because of our 

connection in the communion of saints we as members 

of the Church militant or pilgrim Church, they as 

members of the Church triumphant.�

�

The relics of the saints and their veneration is just 

another in the long line of treasures which Jesus Christ 

has given to His chaste bride, the Church. These relics 

summon us to appreciate more profoundly not only the 

heroic men and women, boys and girls who have served 

the Master so selflessly and generously, but especially 

the love and mercy of the Almighty who called these His 

followers to the bliss of unending life in His eternal 

kingdom.�

�

During this month when we remember All Saints and All 

Souls, we invite you to come up to the Blessed Mothers 

altar and spend time in prayer/ venerate the saints’ 

relics we are blessed to have here at the parish.  Below 

is a list of the relics we have.  May all the saints 

intercede for us always before the throne of God until 

we join in that numberless throng praising the Holy 

Trinity for ever and ever, amen! �

�

Pax et Gaudium�

(Peace & Joy),�

Fr. Rob �

Relics at St. Angela’s �

�

•Pope Pius X � 5 of them �

�

•Mary Magdalene de Pazzi�

�

•Angela Merici �

�

•Elizabeth Ann Seaton �

�

•Therese of the Child Jesus�

�

•12 Apostles & the True Cross �

�

•The True Cross �

�

•Andrew the Apostle �

�

•Jacob the Apostle �

�

•John Neumann � Philadelphia Bishop �

�

•Francis of Assisi � 2 of them �

�

•Clare of Assisi �

�

•Francis Xavier Cabrini �

�

•Francis Xavier �

�

•Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows �

�

•Marcellin Champagnat�

�

•Veil of the Blessed Mother � 2 of them�

  �

•Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus � 2 of 

them �

�

•Pope Gregory VII �

�

•Pope Gregory I �

�

•Pope Pius V �

�

•Martin, Bishop �

�

•Elizabeth (not sure which one) �

�

•Pudentiana�

�

•Rose Philippine Duchesn�

�

•Possibly Corona � although the writing 

is hard to make out on the relic�
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Dear Friends,  �

�

 Just a few more weeks 

and our liturgical year 

of 2019 � 2020 will be 

history.  It has been a year most of us 

won’t forget for many, many reasons.  

God bless all who have endured the 

challenges of these past months.  Your 

following of pandemic protocols has done 

so much.  God bless everyone who has 

tried to live courageously during these 

unsettling times.  We know God is with us.  

We know that God will always be with us.  

This is what holiness of life is about and the 

way of wisdom for us all.  �

�

  Holiness isn’t easy but it is possible.  

Don’t forget that Pope Francis told us 

much about holiness, ideas and pathways 

we can contemplate during this holy 

month of November, and especially as we 

remember those who died in the past year 

from our own families and community of faith.  

Francis wrote the following in his apostolic 

exhortation from A.D. 2018:  APOSTOLIC 

EXHORTATION GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE 

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON THE 

CALL TO HOLINESS IN TODAY’S WORLD.  �

�

In this wonderful living document, the 

pope shares with us his thoughts on holiness, 

especially the Beatitudes.  Here is the link to 

the entire document and some early excerpts 

for us.  A nice read for November!  �

�

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/

apost_exhortations/documents/papa�

francesco_esortazione�ap_20180319_gaudete

�et�exsultate.html�

�

 Don’t forget:�

  �

The cry room is done.  If you are 

planning on using it, please stop by 

for some instructions on using the 

speaker system to hear sermons (or shut 

them off!) when in that room.  We have 

spent some time and money and energy to 

make the room comfortable for you, and we 

want you to feel relaxed in the space made 

for your comfort and the happiness/security 

of your young ones.  Thanks to all the 

members of our community who offered help, 

chairs, rockers, etc.  We are blessed by so 

many caring folks who want young families to 

be warm and safe and secure.  God bless!  �

�

Vocations are so important.  Please 

remember that a young man or woman 

will think more about a vocation when 

we speak to them about it � parents, 

godparents, grandparents, clergy, and 

teachers.  As time goes by, we know now 

that an increasing number of parishes, 

even in our own diocese, are now being�

�

staffed in new ways.  For example, a man is now  

often pastor of several parishes at the same time.  E.g., 

St. Pat’s in West Park and St. Vincent de Paul have one 

priest and the same pastor.  St. Clement’s and St. James 

in Lakewood have the same pastor � who, by the way is ill 

with cancer and needs our prayers.  Religious sisters and 

deacons are also administering parishes everywhere.  This 

started many years ago when I was first ordained.  It’s 

still going on, and it is increasing more and more and 

more.�

  �

As for us at SAM, you should also know that we 

are getting more and more requests from parishes 

to share our own clergy here at SAM when needs 

arise, such as illness, taking time off, etc.  

The need for vocations is greater than ever 

before.  �

�

I’d like you to take a look at two places on 

the internet to hear what is being said 

about vocations and seminaries today.  You 

will find them of interest I believe.  Both are 

part of a ministry of the talented and hardworking 

Bishop Robert Barron from Word On Fire ministries.  

Don’t miss them.  You will find one at h�ps://

soundcloud.com/user�931742388/e110�bishop�barron�interview�

va�can�ii�seminary  This is a podcast from two young priests 

in the U.S. who interview Bishop Barron.  It’s lively!  �

�

The other is a Youtube you will enjoy.  It’s the 

video portion of the podcast mentioned above.  

h�ps://m.youtube.com/watch?

feature=emb_rel_end&v=CEgYTtDvi4E#.  �

�

If you would like to help us in supporting 

this live�streaming project, we would be 

most grateful.  It’s approximately $20,000.00 

plus.  Several folks have offered to help offset 

the cost of this important new aspect of our parish 

community life.  If you are interested, please call me.  

Always room for more!  �

�

This life�streaming of our Masses in the near 

future will also help us to have remote meetings, 

maybe concerts, etc.  The process is moving along.  

Remember that our building is beautiful but not especially 

adaptable to the technology of the 21

st

 Century, 

particularly at the drop of a hat.  But we will prevail!  

These project aren’t inexpensive but necessary.  God 

bless you for your generous support of our parish.  It 

makes a critical difference in so many lives.�

�

You probably know that it’s not easy during 

these pandemic times even to get the materials 

needed to put live�streaming together.  The same 

issues exist from this project to shopping at grocery 

stores, etc.  You cannot always get something at a store 

as easily as we did in the past because the pandemic has 

affected transportation, etc.  So again, please say a 

prayer that we can be up and running well by Christmas. �

�

Did you know that our maintenance staff actually 

sanitizes by using a wide spreading ‘fogging’ 

technique throughout the buildings over each 

weekend to make sure that we are maintaining a 

safe environment for children and staff and anyone �

�

�

�

�



33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME � NOVEMBER 15, 2020 �

5�

�

�

who uses our facilities?  We are doing all we can to 

make sure that the pandemic is stopped in its tracks.  Hats 

off to our brave, courageous, and hardworking staff across 

the board!  �

�

Sacramental programs for First Confession, First 

Communion, and Confirmation are in the works.  We 

are in the New Normal.  Nothing to fear:  life will go on no 

matter what!  Our young ones will be taken care of with 

TLC.  �

�

This month we don’t want to forget our esteem and 

prayerful regard to those who have served our 

country in military service, VA work, all first 

responders, all those in health care work, etc.  This is 

a time of remembrance as we will recall those this weekend 

from our parish who have passed on to their eternal reward 

in the previous year.  �

�

Once again, if you are among those folks getting 

really fatigued about the ‘New Normal’, here’s website 

that might be of help:  h�ps://www.cnn.com/2020/06/08/

health/quaran�ne�fa�gue�is�real�coronavirus�wellness/index.html  �

�

 For those with time on their hands, don’t 

forget to peruse the Holy Father’s newest 

encyclical?  Here is the link in case you want to 

check it out.  It’s on the long side but well worth it: �

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/

documents/papa�francesco_20201003_enciclica�fratelli�

tutti.html. �

�

Here are some reflections on this weekend’s 

Scripture readings.  I hope you find them helpful:  �

�

   33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�CYCLE A �

�

 Our Scripture Texts this week are: Proverbs 

31:10�13, 19�20, 30�31; Matthew 25:14�30.  This 

weekend the readings begin to sort of ‘prime us’, 

lead us into the coming of Advent and the experience of 

waiting.  And the readings do this by drawing on part at 

least of the strong scriptural theme of the ‘end times’, the 

second coming of the Lord, and the end or fulfillment of the 

world.  �

�

 What picture do the readings leave us with at 

this time of year in the final weeks of the year of 

prayer and worship?  A picture surely that is very 

complex.  It is not only complex but also a very mysterious 

picture of that event that the readings give us.  Any 

number of different images and emphases are used.  

Powerful, eloquent images, drawn from the daily life of the 

Hebrews.  Images of warfare and a great show of power.  

Images from farming.  The end times will be like a field 

coming to full fruit, a vineyard that finally bears a harvest, 

or like a shepherd that goes out into the countryside, 

separates his own sheep from the rest, and brings them 

back to his own fold.  Images from commerce, or court life, 

images of childbirth. �

�

 But from all that confusion of imagery, there 

does emerge a consistent pattern.  There are qualities 

to that experience that are clearly revealed.  One of those 

qualities is unpredictability, changeability, and even for 

some a feeling of randomness.   But whatever 

happens will happen on God’s terms, in God’s own time.  

Paul, in the second reading today, echoes that strong 

Gospel theme.  �

When and where and how are simply not 

ours to know.  �

�

 And that leads to another of the 

qualities that is revealed, that of 

clarity.  The ‘not knowing’ that we have to 

bear in many areas of our life will be eased.  

In one of his letters, Paul writes, “We see 

now as though we were looking through a 

dark glass . . . “ but then we shall see 

everything clearly, as it is.  �

�

 And that points, I think, to a third 

quality of the end times that is so 

clearly taken from the biblical or scriptural 

way of thinking and talking:  the quality of 

judgment.   The simple fact is that we 

have been created by God to be 

accountable creatures:  accountable to him 

and to one another, and that we shall one 

day be called to give that account, and be 

held to it.  �

�

 This gospel passage today is one 

of a couple of Scripture passages 

that deals with the reality of judgment.  

And here, as elsewhere, the standard that 

is used, the yardstick by which a person’s 

life is judged, is not nearly so much the 

amount of evil he or she has done as it is 

the amount of good he or she did or did not 

do.  The master who returns to judge his 

servants does so really on the basis of their 

creativity, their fruitful use of what he has 

given them, their ability to leave a situation 

better than it was then they entered it.  �

�

 When our Master left he gave a 

commission to each of his servants:  

“Go out into the whole world, and bring it 

to me, better than it was.”   Perhaps the 

clearest image of all images regarding the 

end times is simply the question, “How well 

have we done what the Master gave to us 

as his commission?”  Our Lord is love; our 

Lord is compassion; our Lord is full of 

mercy and forgiveness; but our Lord is also 

challenging us to follow in his way.  May all 

the gifts we have � spiritual and material � 

help us to fulfill that commission each day 

of our lives, in both small and great ways.  

God is always there to guide us, to invite 

us, and to urge us on.  Let’s do as well as 

we can!  Let’s keep the phrase of 

‘bringing it to God better than we 

found it’ always in the forefront of our 

minds and hearts.  Amen.  �

�

THINGS LEFT UNDONE  �

�

A pastor visited one of the elder 

members of his parish on the 

occasion of her ninetieth birthday.  

He asked her what one thing she had 

learned in all those years that she would 

like for him to pass along to the rest of the 

parish in his next Sunday homily.  And do 

you know what she said?  What do you �

�
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think was the one shining nugget of wisdom she 

gathered from her years of life experience?  She 

told the pastor, “Tell them, a rich life is one that 

ends without regrets.  But beware, for the most 

stubborn regrets at the end of life are probably 

not those things you did that you wish you had 

not done.  The things you will most likely regret 

are those things you did not do, that you wish to 

God, now, that you had.”�

�

 Wise words indeed!  Just think of the 

prayers we offered last week for the gift of 

Wisdom, especially for our young people in the 

parish, especially for our Confirmation class!  

What are the regrets of life?  What are the 

thoughts we have about wise and unwise choices 

we have made?  �

�

 For all the appropriate attention we give 

to avoiding wrong behavior in our lives, 

it just may be those good things left undone 

that trip our regret button at the last.  

Things like saying, “I love you” or “I’m sorry,” 

while there is still time.  Little things like writing 

that thank you note, or remembering the 

birthday of a lonely widower next door.  These 

are the small pivots around which a life 

richly lived may turn.  And to leave them 

undone is to risk a life left undone.  The prayer of 

confession from the Episcopal Book of Common 

Prayer strikes the right balance: Lord, forgive us 

for those things we have done that we ought not 

to have done, and forgive us for those things we 

did not do, that we ought not to have left 

undone.�

�

 Beware things left undone or unsaid.  

This is the life lesson contained in our Old 

Testament and Gospel lessons for today, 

illustrated by both a positive and a negative 

example.  First, the positive example; consider 

the description of the ideal woman in the lesson 

from Proverbs.  Of course it comes from a 

different time and culture than our own�hence 

the words about spinning her own clothes, rising 

while it is still night to cook breakfast, and 

planting a vineyard while her husband sits at the 

city gates.  By no means is this meant to be a 

literal standard for today’s wife and mother.  

It is hard enough to deal with the impossible 

demands of running a household without adding 

yet another set of burdens for women to bear.  If 

you read the magazines and watch the daytime 

television aimed at mothers and wives, a woman 

would have to be superwoman already just to 

feel adequate for the task�cooking and 

decorating like Martha Stewart, raising children 

with the wisdom of a child psychiatrist, managing 

the household finances like Bill Gates, keeping 

the marriage humming to impress Dr. Phil, and 

all the while looking like a supermodel!  Take a 

deep breath and relax; we are not here to lay 

another heavy standard on anyone from the Book 

of Proverbs!  �

�

 The point to ponder from this 

description in Proverbs is this: the ideal wife 

is lauded for what she does.  I t is her �

�

actions that speak loudly, and that linger longest to shape 

the character of her children.  Her heart of love is 

revealed in the things she does for her spouse and 

children, the things she says, the ways she serves, the 

manner in which she leads.  This is a hymn of praise for a 

woman in action.  And even though that endless “to do” 

list exhausts her at times, this Proverb says that in the 

end “her children will rise to call her blessed” (Proverbs 

31:28).  So take heart, wives and mothers (and in 

today’s world husbands and fathers, too), even if today 

your children only call you “collect,” and have yet to call 

you “blessed.”  It sometimes takes more than a single 

lifetime to fully measure the impact of a life’s work.�

�

 Now, for a negative example of things left 

undone, consider the servant in the parable of 

Jesus who hid the master’s money until the master 

returned at the accounting.  This is a disturbing 

parable in many ways.  First, it is another example of a 

time when Jesus used an imperfect character in a parable 

to illustrate his point.  Like the Unjust Judge or the 

Dishonest Steward, this master plays a starring role in a 

parable of Jesus, but he is not necessarily an ideal model 

for a Christian businessperson, much less a depiction of 

God Himself.  That this master is unbelievably wealthy is 

an understatement, since he can entrust sums of money 

to his servants that would finance a small country.  But 

this master is also one that can be very demanding, and 

apparently he is known to exploit the work of others for 

his own profit; “reaping where he did not sow,” as the 

servant put it.  �

�

 Not a very flattering picture, is it?  But the 

master is not the focus of Jesus’ parable.  It is the 

third servant, the one who so feared losing his master’s 

money that he buried it for safe keeping.  He fails in his 

stewardship, he fails his master, and for his failure he is 

thrown into the darkness where there is wailing and 

gnashing of teeth.�

�

 Quite a severe penalty, don’t you think?  And for 

what?  What was the crime of this servant that the 

master would punish him so permanently, so harshly?  

Did he steal the master’s money?  Did he lose even one 

shekel of the master’s money?  No.  He was simply 

afraid�and apparently with good reason.  He works for 

the Ebenezer Scrooge of the first century!  And so he took 

a conservative route with the master’s money, just for 

fear of what the master would say if he lost it in an 

investment that did not bring big returns.  This seems, at 

worst, a misdemeanor in investment strategy, but it 

receives the ultimate felony punishment.  Why?  What is 

Jesus trying to teach us here?�

�

 Perhaps this is the lesson our Savior and 

Redeemer wants us to ponder.  The servant was 

afraid.  But it is not for this that he is punished.  All of us 

are afraid sometimes.  Surely the other two servants who 

invested the master’s money were nervous too.  But the 

failure was allowing that fear to paralyze him, to 

render him totally inactive.  In other words, his failure 

was not in what he did that he ought not to have done.  

His failure was in what he did not do, that he ought not to 

have left undone.  This is the verdict handed down by the 

demanding master.  “Why didn’t you at least give the 

money to the bankers so that I could collect a little 

interest at the bank?”  But no.  He so feared doing the �
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wrong thing that he simply did nothing.  Things left undone.  It 

was his final undoing.�

�

 A pop song from decades ago contains this refrain, 

“standing on the corner, watching all the girls go by.”  

It is a song about potential love and romance that never quite 

makes the jump from a young man’s idealized fantasy to the 

real world, with real girls, and real risks.  It is a sad song, 

really.  And sadder still, if it became the epitaph of our lives�on 

the sidelines, afraid to get into the game, so fearful of losing 

that we fail to do anything at all.  Ironically, that just may be 

the only way to insure losing it all in the end.  So, let’s not just 

sit there Christians.  Let’s do something!  �

�

 Let’s be brave and take the risk of faith as our 

ancestors did.  Let’s ask God to help us live the Beatitudes 

and be empowered by the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  God made us 

in his image � each one of us.  We can accomplish great things 

for the God’s kingdom and help countless others if we simply 

take the first step and not let fear paralyze us.  Amen.  Let’s 

pray for one another that this may be accomplished in our lives 

and those of succeeding generations.  Amen.  �

�

 “He said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have 

made five more.’�

His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful 

servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you 

great responsibilities.’” (Mt 25:20�21)�

�

 Conflicting Voices    A reflection from Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI�

�

Truth has real boundaries and there’s a danger in letting it 

mean everything.�

�

 We are drowning in a sea of voices.�

�

Superficially, we see this in advertising. Everywhere 

around us, billboards, radio, television, newspapers, magazines, 

the internet, and the fashion industry, hold out the promise of 

something better for us�a new soap, a new love, a new 

philosophy of life.�

�

 More deeply, however, we experience this sea of 

voices as a great tension. The different voices we hear 

pull us in many directions and, after a while, we’re no longer 

sure who we are, what we believe in, or what will bring us life. 

Different voices tell us different things and each voice seems to 

carry its own truth.�

�

On the one hand, there’s a powerful voice beckoning 

us towards self� sacrifice, self�renunciation, altruism, 

heroism, telling us that happiness lies in giving life 

away, that selfishness will make us unhappy, and that we will 

only be ourselves when we are big�hearted, generous, and put 

the needs of others before our own. Deep down, we all know 

the truth of that, it’s Jesus’ voice telling us that there is no 

greater love, nor meaning, than to lay down one’s life for 

others. Francis of Assisi was right, we only receive by giving. 

And so we admire people who radiate that and we feed our 

souls and those of our children with stories of heroism, 

selflessness, and bigness�of�heart.�

�

�

But that’s not the only voice we hear. We hear as well 

a powerful, persistent voice seemingly calling us in the 

opposite direction. Superficially, this is the voice calling 

us towards pleasure, comfort, and security, the voice that tells 

us to take care of ourselves, to drink in life’s pleasures to the 

full, to seize the day while it’s still ours to have. �

More deeply, this is the voice that 

challenges us not to be too timid 

or fearful to be a full human being. 

This voice invites us to participate in, 

contribute to, and enjoy the wonderful 

energy, color, wit, intelligence, and 

creativity that makes the world go round 

and makes life worth living. This is the 

voice beckoning us towards romance, 

creativity, art, sex, achievement, physical 

health, the voice telling us Jesus’ parable 

of the talents and holding before us a 

truth too often neglected in religious 

circles, namely, that God is also the 

author of eros, color, physical health, wit, 

and intelligence. Life, it insists, needs to 

be tasted, in God’s name.�

�

So which is the real voice? I s one 

of these voices to be heeded and the 

other resisted?  This is a complex 

question and there’s more to it than 

meets the eye. Historically, the 

temptation, at least in religious circles, 

has been to over�simplistically identify 

the voice of Jesus with the voice that 

calls us toward self�sacrifice and 

asceticism: “Everything is about self�

renunciation!” Indeed, it is.  Jesus did say 

that, as did every great saint.�

�

But Jesus and those others also 

said more, and our failure to take 

heed of the rest of what they said 

has sometimes made for a 

spirituality that is a half�truth w ith 

some nasty consequences, namely, in the 

name of religion, we have sometimes 

become unhealthily fearful, timid, and 

guilt�ridden. Whenever this happens, the 

other voice, the one inviting us to enter 

more fully into life’s dance of energy, is 

not blotted out but driven underground; 

and there, because we have neglected 

part of what God has called us to, instead 

of becoming martyrs, we become 

people with “martyr�complexes,” 

frustrated persons whose energies 

become negative and manipulative in the 

name of love and service.�

�

Moreover, in the name of this half

�truth, we often end up having 

God fighting God, truth fighting truth, 

wisdom fighting energy, and spiritual 

health fighting physical health, because 

we’ve put self�renunciation in false 

opposition to the challenge to also enter 

into the wonderful God�given energy of 

this planet where beauty, romance, 

creativity, physical health, wit, wine�

drinking, and good humor also extend 

part of God’s authentic invitation.�

�

How to find a balance in all of 

this? I f both voices invite us to 

truth �
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and yet they seem in opposition to each 

other, where do we go with this?�

�

There is no simple truth, here or 

anywhere else. Truth is painfully 

complex (as are we) and truth is 

always bigger than our capacity to 

absorb and integrate it. To be open to 

truth is to be perpetually stretched and 

perpetually in tension, at least this side of 

eternity. And that’s true in terms of the 

seeming opposition between these voices. 

At times they are in real opposition, and we 

can’t have it both ways, but as we know in 

life, at time we have to choose one to the 

detriment of the other. �

�

 Truth has real boundaries, and 

there’s a danger in letting it mean 

everything. But there’s an equal danger 

in letting it mean too little, of reducing a 

full truth to a half�truth�and nowhere, at 

least in the spiritual life, is this danger 

greater than in our tendency to let either of 

these voices completely blot out the other. 

� Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI�

�

Truth has real boundaries and there’s a 

danger in letting it mean everything.  �

�

 KEEP YOUR FAITH IN BALANCE  � Fr. Ron 

Rolheiser, OMI�

�

 Here are four tales of imbalance. 

Each is the story of a person who is 

sincere, Christian and dedicated, but has 

fallen from wholeness. From these stories 

of imbalance, hopefully, we will be able to 

see where proportion lies.�

�

 A tale of the neglect of social 

justice: A bishop I  know recounts 

this story. One day, he received a phone 

call from an angry lady: “Why,” she 

demanded, “are you and the other bishops 

so hung up on social justice? Why don’t you 

stick with what the Church is all about, 

liturgy, prayer and morality?” He answered 

her with another question: “What would 

you do, if you were a bishop and someone 

called you and said: ‘Our parish priest 

refuses to preach about private prayer and 

private morality. He tells us that these are 

fads that a few contemplatives have 

started. They are not important in the 

Christian life?’”  “I would suspend the man 

on the spot!” was her reply. “Then,” replied 

the bishop, “what am I to do with a person 

who phones and says: ‘Our priest refuses 

to preach social justice. He tells us that this 

is just a fad started by the liberation 

theologians and a few social�justice types. 

You can be a good Christian and never 

practice social justice?’”  A dangerous 

imbalance when spirituality is reduced to 

prayer and private morality. As important 

as these are, they are not enough.�

�

 A tale of the neglect of prayer and �

private morality: Some years back, I  was working as a 

chaplain at a hostel in a poorer section of San Francisco. One 

of the persons I was working with, a very dedicated person, 

once said to me: “Father, do you really think God gives a 

hoot whether you say your morning and evening prayers, 

whether you hold a grudge, or whether you are faithful to 

your spouse? These small, private things are so unimportant. 

What possible difference do they make in the light of the 

larger questions of peace and justice? God hasn’t got time for 

our private little prayers and little moral struggles!” For this 

fella, spirituality meant the struggle for peace and justice, 

the taking care of God’s poor.  Period.  Thus, private prayer 

and private morality were so dwarfed by these larger issues 

so as to be seen as unimportant. We cannot forget that they 

are just as important as is the struggle for peace and justice, 

being a prophet implies more than one aspect of struggles in 

life.�

�

 A tale of the neglect of joy and celebration: Two 

years ago, I attended an international conference in 

Belgium. On the second�last day of the conference, the 

organizers called a halt to work, to all the discussing and 

theologizing. We were all sent off to the beautiful city of 

Bruges for tours, cocktails, dining and celebrating. In my own 

group was a young nun from the Third World. There was no 

doubt that she was a woman who prayed, whose private 

morals were beyond suspicion, and that her whole life was 

being lived for the poor. But she struggled, and deeply, to be 

joyful, to celebrate, and not to be angry and bitter. She 

found our half�day celebration a tough chore, an evil to be 

endured, a waste of time and an insult to the poor. Again, I 

submit, there is here an imbalance. What is lacking from this 

person’s life? Certainly not prayer, private morality or a 

preferential option for the poor. What’s lacking is 

friendship, celebration and the greatest asceticism of 

all, that of being a joyful, celebrating and non�bitter 

person. Prophetic w itness lies as much in being a 

happy and non�bitter person as it does in being a person of 

prayer, morality and social justice; though, admittedly, the 

former is based a lot on the latter.�

�

 A tale of the neglect of love: Recently, after 

delivering a talk on prophecy, a woman challenged me: 

“You spoke too little about anger! You were too soft. 

Prophecy is all about challenge, anger and righteousness. 

Without a proper anger, you cannot be prophetic!” She said 

more, mostly about the need for anger and a bitter challenge 

to the mainstream culture. Again, at least in her challenge to 

me, there was imbalance. She spoke constantly of anger, of 

challenge, of criticalness. Never once did she mention love. 

Her attitude towards the culture was that of disdain, 

bitterness, anger and disgust. Nowhere in her did I detect 

compassion, sadness, sympathy and love towards those, or 

about those, to whom she was supposedly preaching.�

�

 A prophet, as one writer suggests, is always 

characterized more by love than by anger. 

Likewise, as psychology points out, we can only truly 

challenge another to change if that other first feels 

loved by us. There are certain non�negotiable prongs 

within Christian spirituality � namely, prayer and private 

morality, a commitment to justice and peace, the discipline 

of joy and celebration, (i.e. the Christian duty to be a happy 

person), and the duty to challenge by love.  And the key to 

health is proportion.�

�

�
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Through the #weGive Catholic campaign, we have a chance 

to be a part of a larger community during Northeast Ohio's 

Online Day of Catholic Giving � an opportunity to unite 

people around organizations that touch the very soul of who 

we are as Catholics.��

Once again we are raising funds to enhance technology at 

Sam School. We have many technology needs in the next 

year such as updating software in our computer lab, adding 

ActivPanels in our Fine Arts classrooms and adding an 

additional cart of iPads for our Lower School, just to name a 

few. �

We need your help! Please join our campaign and help us 

reach our goal of $40,000! We need you to tell your friends 

and family members about our ongoing efforts to support 

our students and teachers and ask them to join us in helping 

to make a difference.�

On Tuesday, December 1, starting at 12 AM, visit 

wegivecatholic.org and make a donation to St. Angela Merici.  

With your help, we will reach our fundraising goals on 

#weGiveCatholic giving day!�

Follow us on Facebook facebook.com/samparish.org so you 

can share in the excitement of our Catholic Day of Giving 

and remember to Give Catholic on #GivingTuesday, 

December 1.�

If you have any questions or would like more information, let 

us know! Contact Suzanne Quinn at squinn@samparish.org 

or (440) 333�2133, ext. 117. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity!�

LITTLE BLUE BOOKS �

�

Little Books for Advent are available in the 

Parish Center only. �

�

A $1 donation is appreciated. �

Thank you, Fr. Rolheiser, for your words of w isdom!  

Life is a great gift, but it is not always easy!  There is great 

wisdom in that!  It is good to develop our God�given talents and 

seek for a balanced life of joy and sacrifice.  Remember the old 

Latin expression “in medias res”; also the phrase Ceteris 

paribus, literally "holding other things constant," is a Latin 

phrase that is commonly translated into English as "all else 

being equal." Keeping a balance in life and not going to 

extremes isn’t easy for anyone!  �

�

 Again, God bless all the members of our parish 

community in all that you do.  Thank you for your 

generosity.  Oremus pro invicem.  Soli Deo Gloria.  �

�

Father Michael J. Lanning, Pastor �
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In your prayers, please remember those in need of 

healing, especially: �

Kathryn Agrippe, Dwight Allen, Alice Bader, Sam 

Bobko Sr., Andy Corcoran, Ken DeCrane, Jean 

DiRuggiero, Peggy Drew, Aranka Gajzer, Woody Granger, Greg 

Harrison, Ann Hawk, Frank Hawk, Hank Hout, Megan Keefe, Fr. 

Jim Lee, Robert Lynch, Maureen Materna, Deborah Mortack, 

James Nieberding, Frances Parcaro, David Parrish, Michael Pitts, 

Pat Schabel, William Schmidt, Rita Solly, Becky Soltis, Charlie 

Steigerwald, Ann Stromp, Don Sullivan and Charlotte Zak. �

�

RILR IN PISQI  �

Please pray for Tary J. Slabaugh. May his soul and the souls of 

all the faithful departed rest in peace.�

�

�

II   Katherine Bridget Newman and Justin Michael Hein�

�

November 28, 2020�

�

�

�
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SUNDAY:�Prv 31:10�13, 19�20, 30�

31 / Ps 128:1�5 / 1 Thes 5:1�6 / Mt 

25:14�30  �

MONDAY:�Rv 1:1�4; 2:1�5 / Ps 1:1�4, 

6 / Lk 18:35�4 �

�

TUESDAY:�Rv 3:1�6, 14�22 / Ps 15:2�

5 / Lk 19:1�10 �

�

WEDNESDAY: Rv 4:1�11 / Ps 150:1b

�6 / Lk 19:11�28 �

THURSDAY: Rv 5:1�10 / Ps 149:1b�

6a, 9b / Lk 19:41�44 �

FRIDAY: Rv 10:8�11 / Ps 119:14, 24, 

72, 103, 111, 131 / Lk 19:45�48 �

SATURDAY: Rv 11:4�12 / Ps 144:1b, 

2, 9�10 / Lk 20:27�40 �

NEXT SUNDAY: Ez 34:11�12, 15�

17 / Ps 23:1�3, 5�6 / 1 Cor 15:20�26, 

28 / Mt 25:31�46 �
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Bookstore
Church of St. Clarence

CALL FOR STORE HOURS
440-779-0208
Shop at Galilee for  

religious occasions and 
inspirational gift giving

WIEMELS-HIROS
PLUMBING CO.

Serving Western Cuyahoga County Since 1940
HOME REPAIR SPECIALISTS
Plumbing • Sewer • Water • Gas

Lic. # 19482 • Lic. #26607
16419 Lorain Avenue

216-251-3283

CORRIGAN CRACIUN
FUNERAL HOME

 14768 Lorain Ave. 20820 Lorain Rd.
 Cleveland Fairview Park
 216-251-7000 440-331-0500

23040 Center Ridge Rd.
Westlake

440-331-0999

21919 Center Ridge Rd  • Rocky River OH21919 Center Ridge Rd  • Rocky River OH
333-WOOD333-WOOD

www.thewoodsrestaurant.comwww.thewoodsrestaurant.com

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 
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THIS SPACE IS
www.jesuitdet.orgwww.jesuitdet.org

A SAnctuAry of PeAce, comfort And fAith

Skilled Nursing Care
and

Assisted Living

13315 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood, Ohio 44107

216.226.3858
www.enniscourt.com

 General
 Contractor 
ELECTRICAL ~ CARPENTRY ~ PAINTING  
PLUMBING ~ DRYWALL ~ MUCH MORE!

INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR
CALL GREG AT 216-577-4065

GJSFind your loved
ones using 

the CCA App!

 NOW
 OPEN
 SUNDAY’S!

Sunday discounts
with your bulletin
20251 LAKE RD.

ROCKY RIVER, OH

440-333-9595

 Deli Now Open
 9 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 PURITAS AVE. AT ROCKY RIVER DR.

 267-4630

 (440)
 709-4079

Rejuvenate your body with Massage 
Therapy and a Relaxing Foot Massage!
22650 Lorain Rd • Fairview Park
www.legacyspaohio.com
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ACCOUNTING BUSINESS
SERVICES
John W. Mino

Certified Public Accountant
Parishioner

Work: 216-252-2322 • Cell 440-829-1016

 CHAMBERS FUNERAL HOMES
 North Olmsted - Cleveland - Berea   (216) 251-6566
 Family Owned & Operated Since 1933 • www.chambersfuneral.com
 Traditional Services & Cremation

Casey O’Conor, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTIST

3906 Rocky River Drive
Cleveland, OH 44111
Free Consultation

251-1232 • www.DROCONOR.com

FAIRVIEW PARK

Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitative Therapies

Dialysis
20770 Lorain Road | 440-331-0300

www.ONeillHC.com

Live Well. Plan Well. Leave Well.
Fairview Park • 21369 Center Ridge Rd.

440.333.9774 • www.buschcares.com

YESENKO’S LAWNCARE
Landscape Design / Weekly Lawn Maintenance

Fall Clean Up • MUlChing • Snowplowing
ShrUb reMovalS • ShrUb planting

BOB YESENKO   Owner/Operator
440.666.3776

WESTGATE SUNOCO
20960 Center Ridge Rd

Foreign & Domestic • Diagnostics & Repair
Jake & Chuck Jacobs-Family Owned

 (440) 331-1127             (440) 331-1136
www.westgatesunoco.com

JAMES A. DUNSON, JR.                      RICHARD W. DUNSON

DUNSON & DUNSON CO., LPA
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW
21851 Center Ridge Rd., Suite 410 • Rocky River, Ohio 44116

 (440) 331-3191

Complete Plumbing Service
Commercial & Residential

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
10% OFF SERVICE CALL FOR NEW 
CUSTOMERS & SENIOR CITIZENS

Chris Bauer, Parishioner
440-333-3345

440-342-3422

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
Brian Anders

tree removal • tree trimming
stump removal • brush chipping

crane work
Jerome M. McKeever 

(216) 780-3760   Jerome.mckeever@gmail.com

Out of the Woods 
Tree Service, LLC

RickRucker.com
(216) 288-8642

 • Proudly Serving 
  Veterans
 • Bruised Credit 
  Applicants Accepted
 • Investment Friendly 
  Programs
 • Various First Time 
  Homebuyer Options
 • JUMBO Financing 
  Up to 95% LTV

RickRucker.com
(216) 288-8642

 • Proudly Serving 
  Veterans
 • Bruised Credit 
  Applicants Accepted
 • Investment Friendly 
  Programs
 • Various First Time 
  Homebuyer Options
 • JUMBO Financing 
  Up to 95% LTV

TIM JACKSON, MAI
for all your real estate appraisal needs!

440.773.5749     IRR.com/Cleveland

SAM Parishioner

Holy Family

Home Health Care · Palliative Care · Hospice
St. Augustine Health Ministries

www.holyfamilyhome.com
6707 State Road, Parma, OH 44134 440.888.7722

Get the care you need
               wherever you call home.

  CComplete omplete 18990 Lorain Rd18990 Lorain Rd
  AAuto uto Fairview ParkFairview Park
  RRepair epair (440)(440)
  SService ervice 331-2274331-2274

Energy Management Specialists, Inc

 (216) 676-9045
 ENERGY MANAGEMENT 
 SPECIALISTS INC.
 “THE BENCHMARK OF
 HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
 COOLING SERVICES”

DESIGN BUILD HVAC SERVICE CONTRACTOR 
ONE ENERGY PLAZA • 15800 IND. PKY • CLEVELAND

OH Lic. 26232

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
1706808 Bloomington, IL

Tim Esther, Agent
19280 Lorain Rd
Fairview Park, OH 44126
Bus: 440-333-8030
tim@timesther.com
www.timesther.com

While other insurers just see your home 
and car as a bundle or a combo deal,
I take the time to see what they mean 
to you and give them the protection 
they deserve.  LET’S TALK TODAY.

Mary O’MalleyMary O’Malley
	 sales	associate	 parishioner
 O: 440.835.2800 C: 216.406.9195
 maryomalley@howardhanna.com
 www.howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

27115 Knickerbocker Rd.
Bay Village, OH 44140

Cleaning, Care Giving, 
Cooking, House/Pet Sitting

and Wall Murals
Church References $20-$25/hr
Call Terri at 216-741-1695
veriteri32@sbcglobal.net

440-331-3044 • www.bperio.com
Alumni 1983

Olivia-Class of 2013  •  Brooke-Class of 2015  •  Paige-Class of 2018
Chloe-Class of 2020  •  Julius-Class of 2023

Accepts VA, Medicaid, Medicare, and most insurances
Phone 440-243-2122   Fax 440-243-8588 

570 N. Rocky River Drive
Berea, Ohio 44017 

Heating & Cooling
 David Slife Dick Slife
Furnaces • Boilers • A/C

(216) 221-0310
www.slife-hvac.com
24 Hours Emergency Service

13729 Madison Ave. • Lakewood


