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Reflections on a Year with the Talmud 
By Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
 

In December 2019, I started studying one double-sided folio page 
of Talmud a day, which is called Daf Yomi. It takes about 20 to 30 
minutes daily, for almost seven and a half years (and interpretations 
like the Koren-Steinsaltz series help, too). Codified in the 6th century, 
Talmud is often considered a law-book; yet, I think it would be almost 
impossible to formulate strict and clear Jewish laws from the Talmud 
alone. For example, we know from Talmud when you take off t’fillin, 
but we have no idea how to make them. Maimonides and other later 
medieval sages who formulated Jewish law codes must have relied on a 
lot of local practice and customs and their own observation and study.  

For a while, I thought that the Talmud was narrow, even ridiculous. 
In fact, the rabbis in the Talmud were still talking about things that didn’t 
even have relevance to their time: for example, so much extinct Priestly and 
Temple practice. And, there is a great deal of humor, self-effacement, and 
irony therein. Also, what I noticed from the first chapter is how important it 
was for our sages to attribute things correctly: what was said was no more 
important than who said it. Crafting, controlling, and mastering the lineage 
of a tradition is very important, just as it is with the hadith in Islam and 
teachers’ lineages in Buddhist traditions. Then, I struggled with 
understanding what genre the book is: comedy, oral law, storytelling, 
dialectic, fable? It’s all of those things, and more: an archive of the way a 
group of sages understood themselves and their (admittedly small) 
community some fifteen to eighteen centuries ago. They didn’t exactly 
capture themselves with rigorous precision: for example, it is not possible to 
say exactly how big their community was.  

Why did they bequeath us this archive? It was an attempt to capture the 
experience and life of a community long gone, in an effort to transmit their 
spiritual DNA. (Admittedly, their sense of gender roles and the scientific 
method is vastly outmoded.) Today, I think of Talmud as a book to teach you 
how to think. It’s a book to prepare your mind, to understand logic and to 
make careful and insightful arguments, without attacking the other person. 
It gives debate not facts, and the “Why?” is more important than the “What?” 

Though at times I still find the Talmud to be a tough slog, with long 
stretches of very arcane, abstruse, picayune, and even unintendedly comic 
details, I’m surprising myself with how much I’m loving doing this. It’s not exactly in my wheelhouse, but I find it very pleasing 
and meditative; the Talmud gives me a deeper connection to our ancestors and sages of long-ago. Candidly, reading Talmud just 
makes me feel happy and grounded, especially in these bizarre times. “It is a meditative, even self-effacing [practice]. To learn a 
language because it was spoken by some brilliant people 2,000 years ago is to celebrate the world; not a way to optimize yourself, 
but to get over yourself” (The Economist, 4/30/20). It helps me to feel quiet and solid. 

I share the page I’m working on with our group on Zoom at 2 p.m. every Thursday (ID: 236 835 176; Passcode: 424217) We 
invite you to join us: we have a lot of fun and we don’t take ourselves too seriously. I believe that Jack Love and Raphe Panitz’ 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday evening group has even more fun. As I said, I’m surprised by how much I’m loving this project, and I finally 
get why Talmud is so critical to us. Nicola Gardini, a professor of literature at Oxford, invites the reader to “enter the world of the 
ancients, the very opposite of the desire to haul them into the present age… The story of our lives is just a fraction of all history…
life began long before we were born.” I invite you to dive in and do the same. 
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Chairman’s Remarks 
By Jeff Becker, Board of Trustees Chair 
 

We are all familiar with the seminal statement from the Haggadah: “In each and every generation, a 
person is obligated to regard oneself as though actually having left Egypt.” The decision to leave Egypt was 
incredibly difficult for our ancestors. It is always hard to make changes. The Haggadah reminds us that we 
are part of the group that left. It is in our blood. We have the ability to make dramatic changes.  

Today Heska Amuna is facing a momentous decision about its future. We have a building that needs  
significant repair and renovation. Whether to invest in our building or entertain other options is a decision 
that we must face as a congregation.  

We will be holding several congregational Zoom meetings to discuss information gathered over the 
past months by a very hard-working building task force, and to decide on our “physical” as well as our  
spiritual future.  

Just as “in every generation” we remember the exodus from Egypt, Jewish Wisdom holds that it is up to each generation to 
build their version of sacred space and spiritual community according to their particular vision and context. 

In 1891, our founders built a bridge to the future. One hundred thirty years later (Bar Mitzvah times ten!), Heska Amuna  
faces a different future. The Jewish world and our own community are changing rapidly. Our members seek new possibilities for 
worship, study, and a meaningful way of life as Jews in our own time. 

To thrive as a synagogue, we must link the best of our 130-year-old community strengths with new possibilities that fit who 
we are and what we need to serve our children and generations to come. To make the important decisions moving us forward we 
must have the optimism to face the future and the understanding to acknowledge our ancestors’ traditions and strengths. We are 
indebted to the Heska Amuna founders and to all who contributed to our congregational funding and services. We trust we have 
the resources and wisdom to provide for the next generation as our predecessors provided for us. I think this story, taken from 
the AISH.com website, is illustrative of our crossroads.  

 

One night during the Holocaust, the German guards came into the Bluzhever Rebbe’s bunk and ordered everyone up and out. 
They were to march to a field, where a deep and wide pit had been deep dug. "Everyone must try to jump across," shouted the guard. 
"If you miss, you're dead." 

The Jews were hungry and weak. It was pitch dark and cold. One at a time, the Jews tried, but hardly anyone made it. Standing 
next to the Bluzhever Rebbe in line was another Jew. He said to the rebbe: "We'll never make it across. So rather than entertain the 
guards, let's just sit down right here and let them shoot us." 

"No," replied the rebbe. "We must try." 
Within moments it was their turn in line. They jumped together, and both made it safely to the other side. Stunned, the other Jew 

turned to the rebbe and asked: "You're an old man! How did you do it?" 
Explained the rebbe: "As I got ready to jump, I thought of my father and grandfather, and of our great and holy Sages from gen-

erations past. I thought of Maimonides and Rashi. I thought of Moses and King David. I thought of Sarah and Rachel. And as I jumped, 
I held onto their coattails. It was they who pulled me across." 

"But," the rebbe asked the man, "How did you do it?" 
"Oh, me? I was holding onto your coattails." 
 

To continue my Ha’Kol “tradition,” I present brief biographical sketches of two Heska Amuna Board members. Rich Jordan  
and Rachel Ortiz are members-at-large.  
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Rich Jordan 
 

Born: Miami Fl, 43 years old  
Raised: Miami Fl and Atlanta GA 
Years in Knoxville: 12 years 
Current Family: Married to Alex Jordan with 3 children 
Hobbies: Cycling, Hiking and Reading 
Favorite Activities: Belief that Judaism is enriching the 
lives of my family and community 
Reason for serving on Heska Amuna Board: I believe I 
am able to give a different perspective and serve my  
Jewish community  

Rachel Ortiz 
 

Born: Ann Arbor, MI 
Raised: Knoxville, TN 
Years in Knoxville: 30 years 
Current Family: Husband David, daughters Zahava (6)  
and Eliana (2) and son Ezra (6 weeks) 
Education: BA Psychology UT; ADN LMU; MSN-FNP MTSU 
Vocation: Family Nurse Practitioner at Cherokee Health Systems 
Favorite Activities: playing outside with our kids, spending time 
with friends and family, concert-going, hiking, traveling (all in a 
pre-pandemic life!) 
Reason for Serving on Heska Amuna Board: To become more 
involved in our congregation in a meaningful way and to help 
represent the needs of the young Jewish families at Heska Amuna 
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Religious School Winter Studies 

Zach Scott 
 

Hi, my name is Zach and I joined 
confirmation in order to expand my 
knowledge of Judaism. In figuring 
out what topic I wanted to research, 
I thought back to my hobby of rap-
ping. I've written a few dozen raps, 
varying from serious thoughts on 
socio-political ongoings, to light-
hearted parodies of other popular 
songs. No matter what I rap about, 
one thing remains true: I love doing 
it. So... I thought, is there a way to 
learn more about Judaism while 
simultaneously doing one of my 

favorite things? Yes! I'll research Jewish rap and write a rap 
about it. 

So far in my research I've discovered that Drake and Doja  
Cat are Jewish rappers. I've also looked into a few raps written in 
Hebrew, like Hafinali by Subliminal, which seems to be more  
serious than the other raps I've seen. Some of these artists write 
funny raps like you might expect from a Jewish rapper, like Dreidel 
Rap by Craig Snider, and I found a rap by Lil Dicky where he in-
sults Hitler. A lot of Jewish rappers don't rap about Judaism at all. I 
look forward to putting these artists together and discussing their 
influences and rap styles, as well as adding my own to the canon. 

 
 

COUNTING THE OMER 

 
 

To explore more, visit 
 

To learn about Arnold Schwarzbart’s art, 
visit www.schwarzbart.com 



 

Rabbi Alon C. Ferency 
rabbi.ferency@heskaamuna.org 
 

Chair of the Board 
Jeff Becker 
hachair@heskaamuna.org 
 

President 
Markus Eisenbach 
hapresident@heskaamuna.org 
 

Education Director 
Shuli Mesa 
education@heskaamuna.org 
 

Operations & Administration  
Director 
Beverly Wilcox 
admin@heskaamuna.org 

 

Women’s League Co-Presidents 
Anna Iroff-Bailey & Rosalie Nagler 
WomensLeague@heskaamuna.org 

 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
info@heskaamuna.org 
 

Virtual Services 
Friday Night Services..............…..6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Morning Services…..10:00 a.m. 
 

Minyanim 

Monday....................................................4 p.m. 
Tuesday....................................................8 p.m. 
Wednesday.......................................6:30 p.m. 
Thursday..................................................2 p.m. 
 
 

For Zoom links, see Nu News or contact 
the Heska Amuna Synogague office at 

(865) 522-0701 
 
 

Minyanim for members can be  
arranged by contacting the President  

one week before. 
 
 

For a list of Heska Amuna's services, 
events, and information, please visit 

www.heskaamuna.org  

 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue  
is an affiliate of The United Synagogue  

of Conservative Judaism. 

Contributions by Caring People 
Donations received through February 22, 2021 
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Cemetery Fund 
In memory of Natalie Robinson   

Joyce & Harold Diftler 
 

General Fund 
 Jeremy Mitchell 
In memory of Natalie Robinson 
 Susan & Harold Silber 
In memory of Fran & Brad Sturm 
 Louise Spector 
In memory of Beverly Abrams 
 Evelyn & Steve Oberman 
  

Heska Amuna Building Fund 
In memory of Natalie Robinson 

Susan & Harold Silber, Harriet & 
Paul Herman,  Beth & John  
Waters, Jennifer Glazer Malkin & 
Michele Glazer Malkin, David & 
Deborah Oleshansky, Joy & Allan 
Greenberg; Thomas McAdams 

In memory of Bryan Merrell 
 David & Deborah Oleshansky 
In memory of Miriam Ring 
 Nancy & Jeff Becker 
In memory of Elizabeth Farkas 
 Alice Farkas 
 

Outside Beautification Fund 
In memory of Yetta Burnett 
 Michael Burnett  
 Evelyn Burnett Silvey 
In Honor of Pat Rosenberg’s  
Special Birthday 
 Mary Ann & Jennye Merrell;  
 Judith Rattner, z’l 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Marilyn Burnett 
In memory of Natalie Robinson 
 Juliet Spiter and Philip Wachs & 
 Family 
 Evelyn & Steve Oberman 
 Rabbi Valerie Joseph 
 
 
 
 

In memory of Dave Levine 
 Kenneth Levine 
In memory of Rita Solomon 
 Alan Solomon 
To Thank Rabbi for His Kindness 
 Harriet Cooper 
 

Yahrzeit 
In memory of Romayne Eisenstadt 
 Mary Beth Leibowitz & Michael 
 Eisenstadt 
In memory of James Kutsubos, Jr. 
and Eugene Cornez 
 Linda Kutsubos 
In memory of Janette Kronenberg 
Kanfer 
 Susan & Harold Silber 
In memory of Marilyn Presser 
 Susan & Harold Silber 
In memory of Marvin Hecht 
 Shelley & Jeff Hecht 
In memory of Louis Balloff Family 
Yahrzeits 

 Samuel Balloff 
In memory of Logan Brown  
and Ethel Brown 
 Robin Zalkin Brown 
In memory of Annie Green, Lillian 
Weinbren & other Green family  
members 

Anita & Jeffrey Miller 
In memory of Florence Lieberman 

Marilyn & Harvey Liberman 
in memory of Morris Rattner and  
Elsie Rattner 

Mary Ann & Jennye Merrell;  
  Judith Rattner z’l 
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A p r i l  2 0 21  

S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  

    1 
 
Passover 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee Klatch-
Zoom 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) &  
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 
5p PJOW Recycled Crafts-
Facebook Live 

2 
7:41p 

Passover 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
6:30p Passover Yizkor 
Memorial Serrvice-TBE 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

3 
8:38p 

Passover 
10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

4 
Passover 
7p PJ Library Storytime-
Instagram Live 
 

5 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 
5p PJ Our Way Show and 
Tell (ages 9-12)-Zoom 
6p KJA Exec Comm 
 

6 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service 
w/ Rabbi Boxt & 
Steve Lewis-TBE 
8p Ma’ariv 
(Minyan)-HA 

7 
Noon Executive Mifgash 
Manhigim-TBE 
12:30p GKJ Men’s Club 
Lunch & Kibitz-Zoom 
4:30p Midwk Hebrew-TBE 
6:30P Minyan service-HA 
7p  Board Mtg-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 
8p Community Yom 
HaShoah candlelighting 
service-Zoom 

8 
Yom HaShoah 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee Klatch-
Zoom 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) &  
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 
5p PJOW Recycled Crafts-
Facebook Live 
8p Yom HaShoah Service & 
Presentation by Rabbi Joshua 
Galloway-TBE-Zoom 

9 
7:46p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

10 
8:44p 

10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

11 
9:30a Religious School-
TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
Noon Confirmation class-
TBE 
2p Unveiling Jean Hiller 
Millis & Dr. Frederick 
Barry Millis-TBE 
7p Confirmation class-HA 
7p PJ Library Storytime-
Instagram Live 

12 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 
5p PJ Our Way Show and 
Tell (ages 9-12)-Zoom 
7p HAWL Board-HA 

13 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7:30p Hadassah 
Book Group-The 
Giver of Stars-
Zoom 
8p Ma’ariv 
(Minyan)-HA 

14 
Yom HaZikaron 
4:30p Midwk Hebrew-TBE 
5p PJ Library Show & Tell
-Zoom 
6:30p Board of Directors 
Mifgash Manhimgim-TBE 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

15 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee Klatch-
Zoom 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) &  
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 
5p PJOW Recycled Crafts-
Facebook Live 
7p GKJ Men’s Club Evening 
Schmooze 

16 
7:52p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

17 
8:51p 

10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

18 
9:30a Religious School 
Seder-TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
10a Adult Ed w/ Rabbi 
boxt-TBE 
2p Create a Safe Space-
Hadassah 
7p PJ Library Storytime-
Instagram Live 

19 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 
5p PJ Our Way Show and 
Tell (ages 9-12)-Zoom 
 
KJA UT Faculty Lecture  
Series: From Jewish-
Christians to Christian 
Anti-Judaism: The Com-
plexity of Early Christiani-
ty," Dr. Christine  
Shepardson-Zoom 

20 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7p Healing Service 
w/ Rabbi Boxt & 
Steve Lewis-TBE 
8p Ma’ariv 
(Minyan)-HA 

21 
4:30p Last day of Midwk 
Hebrew-TBE 
5p PJ Library Show & Tell
-Zoom 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 
7p Hadassah Board-Zoom 

22 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee Klatch-
Zoom 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) &  
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 
5p PJOW Recycled Crafts-
Facebook Live 

23 
7:58p 

Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 

24 
8:58p 

10a Shabbat Service-
HA  
6p Havdalah Service-
TBE 

25 
9:30a Religious School 
Seder-TBE 
10a Religious School-HA 
Noon Confirmation class-
TBE 
5-6:30p Discussion on 
Historical Jesus by  
Dr. Jacob Meskin of 
Hebrew College-HA 
7p Confirmation class-HA 
7p PJ Library Storytime-
Instagram Live 

26 
4p Mincha & Torah chat-
HA 
5p PJ Our Way Show and 
Tell (ages 9-12)-Zoom 
7p YJAK Happy Hour 

27 
1p Torah Chat with  
Rabbi Boxt-TBE 
7:30p Hadassah 
Book Group-The 
Giver of Stars-
Zoom 
8p Ma’ariv 
(Minyan)-HA 

28 
5p PJ Library Show & Tell
-Zoom 
6:30p Minyan service-HA 
7p Talmud Study Group-
HA 

29 
10a Jewish Family  
Services Virtual Coffee Klatch-
Zoom 
11a Torah Study/Adult Ed-TBE 
2p Mincha (Minyan) &  
Talmud Chat w Rabbi-HA 

30 
8:04p 

Lag B’omer 
Noon Mindfulness  
Practice w  Rabbi-HA 
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat-
HA 
7p Shabbat Service-TBE 
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Community Events and Programs 
 

Adult Education and Programming 

• Adult Education with Rabbi Boxt – Sunday, April 18,  
10 a.m. 

• Discussion Group at Heska Amuna  – Thursday nights,  
8:30 p.m. Contact Peggy Littmann at (865) 522-0701 for link. 

• Discussion on Historical Jesus by Dr. Jacob Meskin of 
Hebrew College at Heska Amuna, Sunday, April 25, 5 p.m.  
Greater Knoxville Jewish Men’s Club’s Lunch and Kibitz,  
Wednesday, April 7, Noon  

• Greater Knoxville Jewish Men’s Club’s Evening 
Schmooze, Thursday, April 15, 7 p.m.  

• Hadassah Book Club: Other People’s Pets by R.L. Maizes. 
Tuesday, April 20, 7:30 p.m. Contact Barbara Mintz at  
Barbara@bmintz.com for Zoom registration link.  

• KJA UT Faculty Lecture Series: From Jewish-Christians  
to Christian Anti-Judaism: The Complexity of Early  
Christianity, Christine Shepardson, PhD, Monday, April 19,  
7 p.m. Email program@jewishknoxville.org for Zoom link. 

• JFS Virtual Coffee Klatch – Thursdays, 10 a.m.   
Email lberry@jewishknoxville.org for Zoom link. 

• Mincha and Torah Chat at Heska Amuna – Mondays, 
April 5, 12, 19, 26  

• Mindfulness with Rabbi Ferency – Fridays, Noon 

• Talmud Study Group, Heska Amuna – Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

• Torah Live with Rabbi Erin Boxt – Tuesdays, 1-1:30 p.m. 
(Streamed on Facebook) 

• Young Jewish Adults of Knoxville Happy Hour -  
Monday, April 25, 7 p.m. RSVP to  
program@jewishknoxville.org for link. 

 

Children’s Education and Activities 
• PJ Our Way Show & Tell on Mondays, April 5 (Share a 

picture and story about someone special), 12 (Something 
that represents or is from Israel), 19 (LEGO creation or 
something you’ve created), 26 (share your pet or a favor-
ite animal) at 5 p.m. on Zoom. 

• PJ Library Show &Tell on Wednesdays, April 7 (Draw 
and share a picture of someone special) 14 (Something 
that represents or is from Israel), 21 (share your pet or a 
favorite animal), 28 (share a joke) at  
5 p.m. on Zoom. Email pj@jewishknoxville.org for link. 

• PJ Library Passover Story Time, Sundays, April 4, 11, 
18, 23 at 7 p.m. on Instagram Live. 

• PJ Library and PJ Library Our Way Tikkun Olam 
(Recycled) Crafts on Thursdays, April 8 (Yom HaShoah 
Butterfly) 15 (Yom HaAtzmaut Recycled Israeli Flag), 22 
(solar oven s’mores), 29 (Lag BaOmer Paperbag Lantern) 
at 5 p.m. on Facebook Live  

 

Holidays and Observances 
• Community Yom HaShoah Candle Lighting:  

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 8 p.m. Please join us for a 
short Yom HaShoah lighting of memorial candles and  
recitation of Kaddish. Please email  
program@jewishknoxville.org to receive a Yahrzeit candle 
for the lighting ceremony and the Zoom link. We will also 
post the Zoom link in the KJA weekly email.  

• Yom HaShoah Program: More Than Just an Uprising: 
Jewish Resistance in the Warsaw Ghetto, Thursday,  
April 8, 8 p.m. This special evening will begin with a Yom 
HaShoah service conducted by Rabbi Josh Garroway, im-
mediately followed by his presentation. Hosted by Temple 
Beth El and Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life. TBE will receive the Zoom link closer to the 
program date. They will post on website and emails. 

• KJA Virtual 5K Run for Israel in Honor of Yom 
Ha’atzmaut (both adult and kids run options),  
April 1-18. Walk, run or bike 5k to show your support of 
Israel. This run is to celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut 2021 —  
73 years of Israeli statehood. Race fee: $18.00 for adults; 
free for kids. Proceeds will support programs in Israel.  
To learn more and to register, visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/TN/Knoxville/KJA5ktosupportIsrael 

 

Family Fun 
• Knoxville Dogwood Arts Festival's (Chalk) Your 

Walk, Week of April 3-12, designated parking lot area, 
Arnstein Jewish Community Center, 6800 Deane Hill Dr. 

 

Weekly Services 
• Evening Minyan at Heska Amuna For Zoom links, see  

Nu News or contact the Heska Amuna Synagogue office at 
(865) 522-0701  

• Havdalah at TBE – Saturdays, 6 p.m.  Zoom Meeting  
https://zoom.us/j/405314387  Meeting ID: 405 314 387  
Password: 178744  

• Healing Service with Rabbi Boxt and Steve Lewis.  
Tuesday, April 7 and April 21 at 7 p.m.  Zoom,  
Meeting ID: 841 6956 1845 

• JCOR, Virtual Sisterhood Friday Night Shabbat,  
Friday, 6 p.m. Contact Penny Lukin at plukin@comcast.net 
or (865) 671-0780 for information and dates. 

• Kabbalat Shabbat at Heska Amuna – Fridays, 6:30 p.m.   
For Zoom links, see Nu News or contact the Heska Amuna 
Synagogue office at (865) 522-0701  

• Kabbalat Shabbat at TBE – Fridays, 7 p.m. Zoom,  
Meeting ID: 835 560 058 Password: 788114  

• Ma’ariv at Heska Amuna – Tuesdays, 8 p.m.,  
ID: 267 109 408, Passcode 692111   

• Mincha and Torah Chat at Heska Amuna –  
Mondays, 4 p.m. Zoom, Meeting ID: 536 914 096, 
Passcode: 424217   

• Minyan followed by Talmud Study at Heska Amuna—
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Zoom, Meeting ID: 536 914 096, 
Passcode: 424217 

• Mincha and Talmud Chat at Heska Amuna – Thursdays,  
2 p.m. Zoom, Meeting ID: 236 835 176, Passcode: 
424217   

• Kabbalat Shabbat Friday Evening Service at Heska 
Amuna, 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 275 576 621 

• Saturday Morning Services at JCOR, every other  
Saturday at 10 a.m. Contact Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky at 
vicrash@yahoo.com 

• Shabbat at Heska Amuna – Saturdays, 10 a.m.  
Zoom, Meeting ID: 560 531 361, Passcode: 628641    
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Suzy Snoops 
 

Ha’Kol welcomes good news. 
Please send information to 

jyork@jewishknoxville.org or 
mail your news to Ha’Kol,  

c/o Knoxville Jewish Alliance, 
6800 Deane Hill Drive,  
Knoxville, TN 37919 

 

 Mazel tov to Jason and Staci 
Messing on the birth of son 
Miles Curry Messing. Proud rela-
tives include sister Aaliyah and 
brother Jaden; grandparents 
Nora and Patrick Messing; 
great-grandparents Helene and 
George Messing; aunt, Elyse 
Messing; aunt and uncle Joyce 
York and Michael Messing; 
aunt and uncle Karen and  
Daniel Messing. 

 Mazel tov to Peggy and Mark 
Littmann on the birth of grand-
daughter Leah, in Osaka, Japan. 
Leah is the daughter of Peggy 
and Mark's son Owen and his 
wife Machiko Fujimoto. 

 Congratulations to Melissa 
Sturm and son Britt on Britt's 
marriage to Elyssa Anne  
Gorelick, daughter of Dana and 
Scott Gorelick of Charlotte, N.C. 
They were married at Temple 
Israel in Charlotte, North  
Carolina, on February 24. 

 Debbie Abrams-Cohen has 
been promoted to Lead Program 
Manager for the Child Support 
Education and Parenting  
Programs (CSEPP). She has been 
with CSEPP since 2007. 

 Mazel tov to Miriam Kramer, 
daughter of Andy and Dina  
Kramer, who is featured in the 
article Meet the Jewish journalist 
with an out-of-this-world beat in 
the Forward. Miriam is a  
journalist working for the news 
site AXIOS where she covers 
astronomy and space news. 

 

COMMUNITY YOM HASHOAH  
CANDLE LIGHTING OBSERVANCE 

Wednesday, April 7, 8 p.m. 
 

Please join us for a short Yom HaShoah 
lighting of  memorial candles and  

recitation of  Kaddish.  
 

Contact program@jewishknoxville.org  
to receive a Yahrzeit candle for the  

lighting ceremony and the Zoom link.  
We will also post the Zoom link in the 

weekly KJA THIS WEEK email.   



Subscribe to the KJA’s Friday email blast  
by entering your email address as a subscription on the KJA home page. 

www.jewishknoxville.org (near the bottom of the page) 

 

6800 Deane Hill Drive  Knoxville, TN 37919  865.690.6343  www.jewishknoxville.org 
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“Evil is relatively rare; ignorance is an epidemic.” - John Stewart 

By Bryan Goldberg, KJA President 
 

As the youngest president that our Alliance, Federation or JCC has ever had, I would like to offer a 
new perspective on an issue that has been at the forefront of American Judaism for over 120 years. I rep-
resent a generation whose collective experience may no longer have any direct connection to the Holo-
caust. We are two generations removed from World War II, which means an increasingly smaller amount 
of my generation and of those behind me, had any grandparents affected by the Holocaust. The events 
leading up to the Holocaust, the aftermath of it, the eventual creation of the state of Israel and the ma-
jor wars fought to determine the existence of that State fundamentality defined the perspective and iden-
tity of American Jewry for more than sixty years.  

My generation has grown up in a world no longer immediately cognizant of the possibility of Israel 
not being a reality tomorrow.  

The Federation movement and the Jewish Community Center movement were both created by gener-
ations of American Jews living with a reality that mine may no longer tangibly share.  

So, the evolving task before us is both simple and complex. Knoxville, as a small Jewish community, must define in our own 
way, what organically brings us together. We can no longer rely on the existential reality of the Holocaust or of a major Israeli 
war to bind us to a common purpose.  

I believe we do this through our actions and outreach. We should strive to be a beacon of Jewish Ethics and 
of our Jewish Experience in East Tennessee. We should provide shelter and protection for those in our communities that are per-
secuted or in need, because our collective experience knows better than most what hardships life can bring when no one offers 
that help and when the world turns its back on you. We must combat anti-Semitism through education and being truly present in 
our communities, not simply reactive to Hate. 

Thanks to You, KJA Campaign Off to Good Start 
By Renee’ Hyatt, Vice President for Campaign 
 

Last month, I thanked our volunteer solicitors and the members of the KJA Board of 
Directors for their efforts which led to a successful launch of our 2021 Campaign.  This 
month, I want to thank each of you who made a pledge towards our 2021 campaign. You 
are truly the source of our success. Thank you for your contribution to our present and fu-
ture Jewish community here in East Tennessee. 

I also want to give a shout out to Status Dough for their special promotion and support 
of our campaign. Please continue to visit either their Gay Street or Kingston Pike location, 
or both!, often and thank them yourselves. 

To those of you we have yet to contact, let me invite you to go ahead and make a pledge 
by clicking DONATE on the KJA website, www.jewishknoxville.org or by contacting the office 
directly at (865) 690-6343. 



Knoxville Jewish Alliance Ha’Kol      April 2021                                                                                             11 

Amazon.com shoppers who participate in Amazon.Smile can choose to direct a  
percentage of sales to the Knoxville Jewish Alliance. Visit smile.amazon.com and 
select KJA as your non-profit today!  
 

You can also create delighted smiles by surprising our Preschool at the  
AJCC teachers and students with delivery of an Amazon Wish List item.  
Deliveries are made directly to the Preschool at the AJCC!  
 

Shop via Amazon.Smile and it's a double bonus for your Knoxville Jewish Alliance.  

Become a Part of History!  
Record Your Oral Testimony  
 

We are living through  
exceptional times and the KJA 
Archives would like a record of 
your experiences. We would like 
to ask you to record yourself or 
find a member of your household 
or family to record you answer-
ing our list of questions. Your 
recording can be a video or just 
an audio recording. You can even 
choose to answer the questions in written format if you 
prefer. We will then collect your records for safe keeping 
in the KJA Archives.   

At the beginning of the recording, make sure that you 
state your name, birth date, place of birth, and where you 
currently live. If an interviewer is asking the questions, 
please state your name and relationship to the interview-
ee. 

 

Please answer the following questions and  
elaborate as much as possible:  

• How has the pandemic affected you?  
• What was your life like before the pandemic?  

What were you doing before it started?  
• How has your life changed?  
• If you were working or going to school, how has that 

changed?  
• What are your days like?  
• How are you staying connected to family, friends, 

work, or school while social distancing?  
• What changes have you noticed most in your  

community? In the environment?  
• How have the lives of your family members and  

those who share your household changed since the 
pandemic began?  

• How has your religious practice changed due to the 
pandemic?   

• Have you participated in any Jewish community 
events or programs since the pandemic began? 

• How do you imagine your life being after the  
pandemic ends? 

• What message do you have for the future about life 
during a pandemic? 

 

Please email program@jewishknoxville.org about  
sending your recording to the KJA Archives. Thank you for 
your participation! 

Job Opening: 
Community Engagement Director  
for the Knoxville Jewish Alliance  

 

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance is hiring a full-time  

Community Engagement Director to oversee community 

programming and communications.  Duties will include 

event planning, coordinating KJA and community  

programs, maintaining the community calendar,  

managing communications for the KJA including weekly 

emails, monthly newsletter, website updates, social  

media posts, and press releases. 
 

Required qualifications for the position include a strong 

knowledge of Judaism and Jewish culture, excellent  

communication and interpersonal skills, organizational 

and coordinating abilities, computer skills. Ability to  

layout newsletter for publication using Adobe InDesign  

or like software, professional writing and editing  

experience, and event planning experience preferred.  
 

Anticipated start date:  early July 2021 
 

For a more detailed job description and inquiries  
about the position, please email 
VPCommunityEngagement@jewishknoxville.org 
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PJ Library & PJ Our Way Provide Family Programming and Activities 
 

 Join Coordinator Sarah May on Zoom, Facebook Live, and Insta-
gram Live for bedtime stories, arts and crafts, and more throughout 
the month of April. 
 

Mondays, 5 p.m. Zoom—email Sarah for link 
PJ Our Way Show & Tell on Monday, April 5 (Share a picture and 
story about someone special), 12 (Something that represents or is 
from Israel), 19 (LEGO creation or something you’ve created), 26 
(share your pet or a favorite animal) 

 

Wednesdays, 5 p.m., Instagram Live @pj_library_knoxville 
PJ Library Show & Tell on Wednesday, April 7 (Draw and share 
a picture of someone special) 14 (Something that represents or is 
from Israel), 21 (share your pet or a favorite animal), 28 (share a 
joke) 

 

Sundays at 7 p.m., Instagram Live @pj_library_knoxville 
PJ Library Passover Story Time, Sundays, April 4, 11, 18, 23 

 

Thursdays, 5 p.m., Facebook Live www.facebook.com/
pjlibraryknoxville 

PJ Library and PJ Library Our Way Tikkun Olam (Recycled) 
Crafts on Thursday, April 8 (Yom HaShoah Butterfly)  
15 (Yom HaAtzmaut Recycled Israeli Flag), 22 (solar oven 
s’mores), 29 (Lag BaOmer Paperbag Lantern)  
 

Contact PJ Coordinator Sarah May at pj@jewishknoxville.org for information on PJ Library and PJ Our Way. 
PJ Library and PJ Our Way are programs of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance. 
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Your Knoxville 
Jewish Alliance 

 
 
 
 

 Arnstein Jewish  
Community Center 

 KJA Archives 

 B’nai Tzedek Teen  
Philanthropy Program 

 BBYO/ BBYO Connect 

 Community Garden 

 Community Relations 
Committee 

 Cultural & Social Events 

 Educational Events 

 Friendshippers 

 Greater Knoxville  
Jewish Men’s Club 

 Ha’Kol Community 

Newsletter 

 Hillel at UTK 

 Indigent Burial Fund 

 Israel P2G Partnership 

 Jewish Advocacy 

 Jewish Family Services 

 KNOSHVILLE 

 Milton Collins Day Camp 

 Mitzvah Day  

 AJCC Pool and Tennis 

 Preschool at AJCC 

 PJ Library/PJ Our Way 

 Schwarzbart Gallery 

 AJCC/University Club 
Smokin’ Salmon Swim Team 

 UT Faculty Lectures 

 YJAK—Young Jewish  
Adults of Knoxville 

 Yom HaShoah Observance 

 ...and so much more! 
 

 

Support Your  
Jewish Community 
DONATE TODAY! 

 

KNOXVILLE JEWISH ALLIANCE 
6800 Deane Hill Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 
(865) 690-6343 

 

www.jewishknoxville.org 
office@jewishknoxville.org 
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Would you like an opportunity 
to get more involved with the  
Knoxville Jewish Alliance?  

 

We seek volunteers to serve on planning  
committees.  

 

Are you an enthusiastic AJCC member? Perhaps 
you would like to join the membership committee 
to encourage others to join! Would you like to see 
more programming? Our programming committee 

would love your involvement and input!  
 

To learn more about other opportunities to get in-
volved, contact Helene Sinnreich at  

program@jewishknoxville.org or speak to  
KJA President Bryan Goldberg at  

president@jewishknoxville.org. 

As part of the Knoxville Dogwood 
Arts Festival's (Chalk) Your Walk, 
the Knoxville Jewish Alliance invites 
individuals and families to create 
artwork in a designated area of the 
Knoxville Jewish Alliance parking lot, 
located at 6800 Deane Hill Drive. 

Artists may chalk 
from April 3-12. 
Please follow 
COVID-19 safety 
guidelines and 
keep socially distant while you 
chalk. KJA will upload artwork  
images on Monday, April 12. 

Chalk (Your) Walk is a virtual, community-wide event that 
encourages artists of all ages to create one-of-a-kind chalk 
artworks on neighborhood sidewalks, driveways, and 
community spaces! The competition is open to individual 
artists and families throughout Knoxville and the sur-
rounding counties. Learn more:  www.dogwoodarts.com/
chalkwalk 

The Knoxville Jewish Alliance UT Faculty Lecture Series  
presents 

 

From Jewish-Christians to Christian  
Anti-Judaism: The Complexity of  

Early Christianity" 

Monday, April 19, 7-8:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Christine Shepardson, PhD, University of Tennessee 

 

Christine (Tina) Shepardson, PhD, is 
head of the Department of Religious 
Studies and the Lindsay Young Pro-
fessor in the Department of Religious 
Studies  
 

The UT Faculty Lecture Series invites 
scholars from the University of Ten-
nessee to share their research with 
the Knoxville Jewish Alliance commu-
nity.  
 

Email program@jewishknoxville.org for the Zoom link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KJA Virtual 5K Run for Israel  
in honor of Yom Ha’atzmaut  

(adult and kids run options) 
April 1-18 

 

Walk, run or bike 5k to show your support of Israel. 
This run is to celebrate Yom Ha'atzmaut 2021 — 

73 years of Israeli statehood. The race fee is $18 for 
adults; free for kids. Proceeds from the race will  

support programs in Israel. 
 

To learn more and to register, visit  
https://runsignup.com/Race/TN/Knoxville/

KJA5ktosupportIsrael 
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Preschoolers Enjoy Celebrating Purim 
 

There’s never a dull moment for Preschool at AJCC students. During the week of Purim, classes celebrated with stories, crafts, 
hamantaschen, and of course, a costume day!  

 

Top left: Hey class student decorates a Purim bag to put their Groggers and Hamantaschen. 
Top right: Dalet class is all decked out in their costumes and pajamas to celebrate Purim! 
Bottom two photos: Chag Purim Sameach from the Gimel and Hey classes. 



 

 

An Easy Way to Support 

Your Jewish Community 

Center 
 

Thanks to the Kroger Community  
Rewards program, you can  
support the Preschool at 

AJCC  
while you shop! 

 
Register your Kroger Plus card in the 
program, then choose AJCC Preschool 
as your organization and it will receive 

a portion of the program's annual  
community donations.  

 

•FOLLOW THESE EASY STEPS: 
 

• Sign into your digital account. 

• Search for your organization. 

• Enter AJCC Preschool or 41474. 

• Select AJCC Preschool from   

 the list and click “Save.” 
 
 

This is a terrific way to help stu-
dents and teachers at your Pre-

school at AJCC. 
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Dates Themes 

Week 1 
June 1–June 4 

The Most Fun  
Under the Sun 

Week 2 
June 7- 11 

MCDC Olympics 

Week 3 
June 14-June 8 

Water Week 

Week 4 
June 21-25 

Summer Safari 

Week 5 
June 28-July 2 

Around the World 

Week 6 
July 6-9 

Great Adventures 

Week 7 
July 12-16 

Superheroes 

Week 8 
July 19-23 

COLOR WARS 

Week 9 
July 26-30 

MCDC’s Got Talent 

Kids in Grades Rising K-9 are welcome at 
Milton Collins Day Camp, located at the  

Arnstein Jewish Community Center,  
6800 Deane Hill Drive. 

 

Arts & Crafts, Daily Swim Lessons, Tennis, Sports,  
Activities, Electives, and More! 

 

To learn more and register online, visit 
www.jewishknoxville.org/mcdc  

MCDC is a program of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance 

 

Find back issues of Ha’Kol online at 
www.jewishknoxville.org 



Knoxville Jewish Alliance Ha’Kol       April 2021                                                                                           17 

Donations to KJA funds can be made  
to celebrate lifecycle events, remember 

or honor someone, or to support  
programs of interest 

 

To find a fund or cause that you want to support,  
contact the KJA office at 

(865) 690-6343; email office@jewishknoxville.org;  
or visit www.jewishknoxville.org today  

and make a donation in honor or memory of a friend or 
family member, or to support a cause dear to you. 

Volume 13, Issue 4       April 2021 
 

Published 11 times per year by the  
Knoxville Jewish Alliance, Inc.  

6800 Deane Hill Drive  
Knoxville, TN 37919-5943 

 
KJA Executive Committee 

President................................Bryan Goldberg 
VP-Administration……….…………...Wes Johnson 
VP-Campaign..............................Renee' Hyatt 
VP-Children & Youth....................Martha Iroff 
VP-Community Engagement..Helene Sinnreich 
Secretary......................Debbie Abrams-Cohen 
Treasurer...........................Bernard Bendriem 
Immediate Past President...........Chip Rayman 
 
 

Committee Board Members 
Allocations...........................................vacant 
Budget............................................Jeff Tinley 
Children's Programming..............Betty Golub 
Communications..................................vacant 
Community Relations ...............Karen Robinson 
Facilities.........................................Jonathan Branton 
Hillel at UTK..........................Helene Sinnreich 
Israel Partnership..............................Marc Forman 
Jewish Family Services.............Jenifer Ohriner 
Long Range Planning............Stephanie Kodish 
 
 

Community Board Members  
Jeff Becker......................Chair, Heska Amuna 
Kathy Young….......President, Temple Beth El 
Andrea Cone...................President, Hadassah 
Stephen Rosen……................President, KJCFF 
Michael Zemel……...................President, KJDS 
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Board Members at Large 
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Ha’Kol Publication Staff 
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Greater Knoxville  
Jewish Men's Club 

Monthly Events 
 

1st Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m., 
Lunch & Kibitz on Zoom. 

 

3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m., 
Evening Schmooze on Zoom. 
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Shalom Y’all! 
By Rabbi Erin Boxt 

 

April 2021…is that right? It really does seem like it has 
been a couple of years or even a decade since the COVID-
19 Pandemic began. Since that time, so many things have 
changed in our world and yet, so many things have stayed 
the same. We have had to learn what it means to be a 
Jewish community in “lockdown” or “quarantine.” If only I 
had bought stock in Zoom when I first started using it 
years ago!  

While we all miss being together with our Jewish 
community, this last year + has taught us so many lessons. 
Here is a list of some of them: 1) Reinventing Worship 
through technology, 2) Finding creative ways to stay 
engaged with our friends and families, 3) Learning to 
truly understand the significance of personal touch and 
4) We can do whatever we need to do to stay committed 
to each other and our communities. 

It is true that every single Jewish organization in 
Knoxville has had to go work through tremendous 
challenges. Have we failed in some cases? Sure…but you 
cannot succeed without failure. And, we have certainly 
had many more successes as well. Our community came 
together for an Online Community Seder (two years in a 
row!). We have been able to add music and other forms 
of spirituality to our online services. And believe it or not, 
we have some great ideas for when we are able to get 
back to some sense of normalcy (hopefully a lot sooner 
than later!). 

At Temple Beth El, we have added new musicians to 
our services – from all around the Jewish world. And, 
through our partnership with the Institute for Southern 
Jewish Life, we have had great opportunities to study, 
laugh and sing with all kinds of wonderful talent! While 
there have been some up’s and down’s in 2021 so far, the 
future looks bright for Temple Beth El and we are all 
excited for what is in on the horizon! 

Let me end with a prayer I wrote for Nurses which 
will be included in a TBE project that you can learn about 
on page 20. 
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TBE President’s Remarks 
By Kathy Young, TBE President 
 

Spring has finally sprung, I hope. With that season comes the joy of planting seeds and watching them 
grow. That is just what we are doing here at Temple Beth El. All the committees are working hard for that 
precious day when we will once again meet in person. The nominating committee is hard at work search-
ing for people to be a part of next year’s Board of Directors. The building is in great shape, both inside and 
out, and just waiting for us all to return. As more and more of us get vaccinated, we are hopefully getting 
closer to that day. 

Spring is also the time for Passover. Hopefully this month’s edition will reach you before Pesach is 
over. We have inserted some wonderful Passover recipes from our chefs extraordinaire. I hope you can use 
them this year, but if not, next year for sure. 

I want to wish everyone a wonderful Passover and a fabulous spring. This is the time for rebirth. Let’s 
take advantage of that time. 

Deborah Roberts, Shelley and Marc Mangold at a past TBE 
Passover seder. More recipes and photos on page 21. 
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TBE Says “Thank You” to UT Medical Center Nurses 
By Steve Lewis, Chair, “Thank You, Nurses” 

 

 The list of heroes who have come forward during the COVID-19 pandemic is virtually immeasurable -- as limitless as the  
ability to thank them all is finite. In order for TBE, as a small but committed organization, to do our part in extending a modest 
number of those well-deserved “Thank You’s,” we decided to focus on a group of local heroes whose commitment and devotion 
stand out even in this most distinguished group -- the nurses of the Emer-
gency and Trauma and Critical Care Departments at the UT Medical Center. 
 It is likely impossible to adequately describe or fully appreciate the gifts 
these nurses provide to their patients — individuals who are not only  
suffering the ravages of this horrible disease but who must also do so with-
out the presence and warm touch of their loved ones — as it is equally im-
possible to grasp the extent of commitment required of these nurses to not 
only provide round-the-clock care, but to fill that incredible void left by the 
absence of loved ones. The physical and emotional toll is enormous -- yet 
these nurses show up, day after day, doing their jobs -- and so much more. 
 As our small way of saying “Thank You,” TBE will soon be soon be  
presenting the nurses in these two departments with custom-designed 
“Thank You” cards and a plentiful supply of individually wrapped snacks to 
make their breaks just a little more rewarding. 
 This could not have been made possible without the strong commitment 
of clergy and lay leadership and invaluable volunteer support. A few of 
these individuals deserve special thanks. Rabbi Erin Boxt, whose words 
and prayers have helped hold us together during these trying times, com-
posed an inspiring prayer of thanks dedicated to the nurses, which appears 
inside the card. Alongside that prayer is an equally special poem dedicated 
to the nurses, written by our very own Laureate poet, Marilyn Kallet. 
 Because we wanted to present the nurses with cards that were designed 
and produced in a professional manner, we turned to Tara Bain, assuming 
(rightfully!) that one of her Hillel at UTK members would have the comput-
er knowledge required. It turns out she did; we didn’t have to look any  
further than her son, Justen, to find someone with the talent and creativity 
to design and print the beautiful cards we delivered to the nurses. 
 And, with Sisterhood’s stellar history in Social Action, it was only  
logical that we also 
turn to president, 
Wilma Weinstein-
Lomax, for help with 
our project — and 
she didn’t disap-
point. Wilma took 
the reins, came up 
with the concept of 
individually-
wrapped snacks (to 
meet the hospital’s 
COVID-19 require-
ments), and orga-
nized their purchase 
and delivery. 
 It took a “village” 
to make this project 
work, so Kol Haka-
vod to those who 
made this special 
project possible -- 
it’s something TBE 
can be very proud 
of. 



Temple Beth El Times    April 2021                                                                                                                 21 

Matzo Charlotte 
BY: Cheryl Gottlieb of Gottlieb’s Bakery – Savannah, GA 
Submitted by: Reba Herzfeld 
  

8 whole matzos (soaked in warm water until soft then squeeze dry) 
1 can applesauce (15 oz. can if you can find it) 
6 eggs separated (reserve egg whites) 
4 tablespoons of raisins 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons vanilla 

  
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix all ingredients except egg whites. Beat the 6 egg whites until stiff and fold them into the 
mixture. Spread into a greased casserole dish and bake for 1 hour. If a toothpick inserted comes out clean, then it is done. 

More Passover Recipes and TBE Memories continued 

Decadent Fudge Brownies 
Submitted by:  Phyllis Hirsh 
 

2 cups granulated or brown sugar 
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter melted or cooled 
3 eggs 
1 T brewed coffee 
3/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder, sifted 
1/4 t salt 
1 scant cup matzoh cake meal 
1/2 cup finely chopped toasted walnuts 
(optional) 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease a  
7x10-inch rectangular baking pan, a 9-inch square 
pan, or an 8- or 9-inch springform pan. 
 

In bowl mix the sugar into melted butter then the 
eggs, coffee, cocoa, salt, cake meal and toasted 
walnuts. 
 

Spoon the batter into the prepared pan and bake 
for about 25 minutes.  The brownies should be set 
and seem dry to the touch, but there should not be 
a crust around the sides.  Cool in the pan.  Cut 
into squares or if baked in round pan into wedges. 

Almond Pudding Cake 
BY:  Leslie Krakauer 
Submitted by:  Phyllis Hirsh 
 

4 large eggs -separated 
1/2 cup plus 2 TB sugar 
3/4 cup ground almonds (whole almonds blanched and and 
peeled) 
1/2 t almond extract 
Oil for springform pan  
Matzoh meal for pan 

 

(Measure almonds after grinding) 
 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees, use 8” springform pan 
 

1.  Beat egg yolks until foamy: add the sugar and almond extract 
and continue beating until pale and fluffy. 
2.  Fold in the ground almonds until well blended. 
3.  Beat egg whites to stiff peaks. 
4.  Fold egg whites into yolk and almond mixture and put into 
springform pan which has been greased with oil and sprinkled 
with matzoh meal.  Bake 30 - 35 minutes until golden.  Pudding 
will settle slightly when cool.  Top with sliced strawberries or fruit 
purée.   

Above: Jeff and Leslie prepare seder fare. 
Right: Susan Cohen, Chip and Brenda Rayman 
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Temple Beth El Religious School April 2021 Update 
By Norma James, Religious School Director, normajames@tbeknox.org  
 

Special Spring Break Sunday, April 4: No Religious School or Hebrew tutoring! 
 

Religious School enters our last few weeks of school! It is hard to believe that we only have a few weeks of school left this 
year. Little did we know when we started that we would still be Zooming our classes. We are so very proud of our students for 
your wonderful attendance this year. You showed up for class and Hebrew lessons week after week. Your parents faithfully 
picked up your materials during the year. Our teachers took extra time in planning lessons and activities that would keep  
students engaged remotely. It has been a challenge for all of us, but we all said, “Hineini! I am here!” Let us never underestimate 
the importance of being fully present in our own lives and ready to meet challenges, especially now. 
 

Hebrew has been a success thanks to your hard work and dedication. I have really missed having class lessons in Hebrew 
this year. I know how much you enjoy playing Around the World and chanting prayers together. This year you have had  
individual Hebrew lessons and shortened Hebrew classes on Wednesdays. I applaud all of our students for working these  
classes into your schedules. You have been amazing! I am very proud of how much all of you have learned in Hebrew.  
What next for Hebrew? I am thinking I may host some outdoor Hebrew groups this summer to review and prepare for next 
year. I will also offer individual Hebrew sessions again this summer. We have lots of students preparing for B’nei Mitzvah. The 
next two years will be busy ones for us. I am excited about the challenge! 
 

Ava Gadon returns for her ISJL Spring Visit on April 23-25! We enjoyed the special programs Ava shared with our students 
on MLK weekend. Ava will do Zooms with our students again this time. She will be planning great lessons for our students. Ava 
will also deliver the sermon for our Friday night Shabbat service that weekend. Ava has done such a great job as our ISJL Fellow 
during this pandemic year. It is always great to have a new face and a new spin on learning from our ISJL Fellows. ISJL has  
prepared the digital lessons we have used this year. I don’t know what we would have done without them. Our ISJL partnership 
is made possible through our Temple Endowed Funds. 
 

We have exciting plans for our last day of Religious School on Sunday, May 2. Stayed tuned! 
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 Kabbalat Shabbat Services on  
Friday evenings at 7 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/835560058 

Meeting ID: 835 560 058  Password:  788114 
  

 Havdalah services on  
Saturday evenings at 6 p.m.: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/405314387 

Meeting ID: 405 314 387  Password:  178744 

 

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

If you have a laptop, smartphone, or tablet, 
you can download the app in advance. If 
not, no worries! There are other options! 
You are either able to call in using a landli-
ne/cell phone or video conference in via a computer/
phone/iPad with a camera. Both options are listed. 

1. To call in: 
1. Under, DIAL BY LOCATION, call the number be-
low that says NEW YORK (meaning East Coast). 
You will then have to enter the Meeting ID 

2. To video conference: 
1. Click link below that says JOIN ZOOM MEET-
ING.2. Something will pop up to download ZOOM 
(allow it).3. Once downloaded, the meeting should 
open. Please make sure to check off "Use Comput-
er Audio." 
 

If you are able, please make sure to mute yourself 
so noise doesn't come through the speakers into the 
group. On laptops/smartphones/tablets, there is a mute 
button. On the video conference, there is a mute button 
on the bottom left corner of the video screen.  
On landlines, there is not really a way to mute! 
 

FACEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS 
 

You do not need a Facebook account to watch or  
see our Facebook page, but you do need a Facebook 
account to interact with the videos! 

If you would like to connect with TBE on Zoom,  
here are the links to our services: 

 

Happy Passover  
From Our  

Temple Beth El family 
to Yours 
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Contributions to the Funds of Temple Beth El 
Donations listed were received as of February 21, 2021 

Rabbi Erin Boxt 
rabbiboxt@tbeknox.org  
 

Kathy Young, President  
president@tbeknox.org 
 

Norma James,  
Religious School Director  
normajames@tbeknox.org 
 

Tina Fleeman 
Temple Beth El Office Staff 
secretary@tbeknox.org 
 
 
 
 

TBE Office Phone:  
(865) 524-3521  
Fax: (865) 525-6030  
 
 

Temple Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Friday: 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

Our Mission 
 

To inspire individuals to know, 
live, and shape our Jewish  
legacy. 
 

In fulfilling our mission, we  
value our place in the chain of 
traditions, the diversity of those 
who seek to join us in our  
venture, and the kindness  
essential to a sacred  
community. 
 

 

Learn more about 
Temple Beth El at 
www.tbeknox.org 

CARING COMMITTEE FUND  
In memory of Elise Goldberg Hyatt 
 Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 
In memory of Evalyn B. Weiss 
 Chuck and Missy Noon 
In memory of Ceil Rosenberg 
 Howard and Janice Pollock 
In memory of James R. Lees 
 Barry & Marilyn Wohl 
 
CEMETERY FUND  
In memory of Becky Winston 
 Anita Worsham 
 
DUES SUPPORT FUND  
 Adam and Julie Braude 
 Richard and Jackie Imbrey 
 Andy and Zoya Loebl 
 
GENERAL FUND  
 Robert and Allisen Shagan  
In memory of Blume Malkeh 
 Joe and Charlene Oleinik 
In memory of Ceil Rosenberg 
 Wilma Weinstein-Lomax  
 and John Lomax 
In memory of our brother,  
Jeffrey Epstein 
 Linda & Ed Weintraub and  
 Marjorie & Lou Bornes 
 
LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Bertha & Zelik Oleinik 
 Joe and Charlene Oleinik 
 
LICHT YOUTH FUND 
In honor of Genesis 12:3 
 James Murph 
 

PATIO AND GROUNDS FUND  
In memory of Mathis Bush 
 Deborah Roberts and  
 Don Mossman 
In memory of Irvin Shenkman 
 Michael and Laura Shenkman 
 
PRESERVATION FUND  
In memory of Robert Hyatt and  
Dennis Silver 
 Paul Erwin and Renee’ Hyatt 
In memory of Ceil Rosenberg  
and Louis Gassel 
 Liz Gassel & Michael Pardee 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Rose Friedman and 
Eleanor Radoff 
 Fred and Ava Radoff 
In memory of Gersh Sherman and  
Alla Sherman 
 Yelena Sapozhnikova 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL CARING FUND 
In memory of Moe Slovis 
 Esther Webster 



Knoxville Jewish Community Family of Funds 
A Supporting Organization of the Knoxville Jewish Alliance and the East Tennessee  

Foundation to preserve and strengthen the Jewish Community of Knoxville 

KJCFF Welcomes the  
Liberman Health and Wellness Fund 
 

Mazel tov to Marilyn and Harvey Liberman for launching our 
newest KJCFF fund. According to Marilyn, “As long-time 
members of the Knoxville Jewish community we feel fortunate to 
be able to contribute to the continued success of our community 
by setting up a fund at KJCFF. This fund will be used for 
programs and activities which will contribute to the health and 
wellness of our Jewish community.”  
 

The Libermans are long-time members of the Knoxville 
community and Marilyn is a past-president of KJA. Please join us 
in honoring them by making a contribution to the fund so that 
we may work together to strengthen our community, literally 
and figuratively. 

Knoxville Needs to Replenish  
the AJCC Endowment Fund 
 

As we go to press, the KJCFF board has just approved a large 
grant request from the AJCC Endowment Fund. This five-digit 
grant will support KJA in financing the replacement of  
the roof above the Arnstein Jewish Community Center.  
 

The AJCC Endowment started with around $300,000 in the late 
1980s. AJCC leadership realized that the community was  
brilliant in moving from downtown to Deane Hill Drive in the 
late 60s. However, the AJCC did not have the means to create an 
endowment for the building. The 80s crowd realized they had a 
20-year-old facility that would need constant support, so they 
started a savings account.  
 

Unfortunately, the endowment fund has been used extensively 
over the last 30 years and is worth just a little over its initial 
fundraising. If we are to keep a roof over the heads of future  
generations, it’s time to put a zero on the end of the  
AJCC Endowment. 
 

If you want to prevent future leaks with a legacy gift  
to the AJCC Endowment, contact Stephen or Laura.  

Natalie Robinson Leaves a Legacy of Giving  
 

KJCFF mourns the loss of our dear friend and fundholder, 
Natalie Robinson. She leaves a lifetime legacy of giving to 
the Knoxville community. Her last philanthropic act was to 
leave the second largest bequest to our family of funds. 
Natalie executed a well-thought through financial plan that 
culminated with her IRA being gifted to several individual 
funds. The KJCFF roster reflects the generosity of Natalie 
and her late husband Mitchell. We hold five named funds 
spanning four generations of Robinsons. A family legacy 
that is truly a leader in our community.  
 

The KJCFF board is happy to share some reflective 
thoughts from Eli Robinson, son of Karen and Pace, and a 
fundholder along with his brother, Asher: “Of the many 
lessons I take from grandmother, tops among them is the 
importance of caring for the community around you. 
Mommy Nat was always quick to laud Greater Jewish 
Knoxville on its ability to provide warmth and meaning to 
those who need it at both a local and global level. Seeing 
her make a contribution like this is simply the final in a 
long line of examples of how she "walked the walk" of the 
mitzvah of caring for those around her.” 

How to Request Assistance from Jewish Family Services 
 

Usually, we use this space to define a charitable term, but during this difficult time, we wanted to explain how to ask for  
assistance from Jewish Family Services. All inquiries are confidential. If you find yourself in need of emergency financial  
assistance for things such as rent or utilities, please call JFS Director Laura Berry at (865) 690-6343 ext. 18 or email her at 
LBerry@jewishknoxville.org to schedule an appointment. 

Donations 
 

Cohen-Presser Designated 
Fund 
In memory of Marilyn Presser 
 Susan Contente and  
 Kurt Piehler 
In memory of Norbert Slovis 
 Linda Gray-Slovis 
 

Heska Amuna Synagogue 
Building Assessment Fund 
In memory of Natalie Robinson 

Larry and Marion Bayer,  
Bill and Ellen Berez, Ted and 
Wendy Besmann, Dr. and Mrs. 
Donald Block, Nancy and Bob 
Diamond, Janice Feinman, 
Robert and Sarah Franco,  

Alan Gassel, Arthur Joel 
Gluck, Jacqueline Gural,  
Manny Herz, Richard and 
Sheila Jacobstein, Anna 
Leibowitz, S. Jarvin Levison, 
Scott and Ann Liberman,  
Mark and Peggy Littmann, 
Sondra Markoff, Gilya Schmidt, 
Ronnie Shipper, Victor and 
Priscilla Skalet, Stephanie and 
Joel Sklar 

 

Bryan Merrell Memorial Fund 
 Pris and Robert Siskin 
 

Sylvia Robinson  
Memorial Fund 
In memory of Natalie Robinson 
 Ronda Robinson 



 

The President’s Message 
By Hilary Shreter 
 

Spring is near or here! For many, 
this month (or last month) marks a 
year since many households  
hunkered down because of COVID-19.  
Despite the challenges, everyone at 
JCOR worked hard to keep the  
community together. We held some 
amazing Zooms featuring living 
rooms all over the country including 
the Apple and Honey Zoom in the fall 
and last month's Purim Zoom and our 
Passover Seder Zoom at the end of 
March.  

Our electronic Bulletin, expertly created each week by 
Ronnie Bogard, announces all the necessary links, pdfs, and 
schedules. Sadly, Zoom can’t reach everyone due to tech  
barriers, but our Sisterhood stepped in to create and deliver 
holiday bags with treats for Hanukkah and Purim.  

Our religious services continued on a modified schedule 
and Saturday’s modified service. The Board has been meeting 
regularly, over Zoom. The Book Club is having great  
discussions on Zoom, several Hebrew classes and study 
groups are studying every week, and we have enjoyed some 
awesome hikes. COVID-19 is bad, but Zoom technology and  
contributions by our leaders and members helped us get 
through the year while enjoying the company of our fellow 
congregants. I deeply appreciate the members and leaders at 
JCOR who rose to the COVID-19 challenges!  

The JCOR Services schedule is available in the JCOR E-News. 

Celebrating Purim 
By Becky Charles, JCOR Sisterhood President 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Purim bags. I wanted to tell everyone what a joy this whole pro-
ject was. So many people volunteered to help. Eight people baked hamantaschen, with some baking 
them for the first time. We even had one baker from out of town who mailed us the hamantaschen. 
All together, we made over 350 hamantaschen. Other volunteers helped make the distribution lists, 
ordered supplies, assembled the bags, and delivered the packages. Everyone was so eager to help.  

Our drivers were phenomenal, taking the bags to at least five different counties, with some bags 
delivered 40 minutes to over an hour away. People actually called me to volunteer and I started  
wishing I had more jobs to hand out.  

We had such a variety of hamantaschen, I wish I could have given out prizes: best tasting, most 
unusual flavor, biggest, most unusual shape……! We delivered over 70 bags. What a fun project. 
Thank you everyone!  
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JEWISH CONGREGATION  
OF OAK RIDGE 

 

Rabbi Victor Rashkovsky—vicrash@yahoo.com 

Hilary Shreter, President—hshreter@gmail.com 

Becky Charles, Sisterhood President—gchar2@aol.com 

 
 

 
101 W. Madison Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
(Mail)  P.O. Box 5434, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

 

Saturday morning services are virtual on every other  
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. For more information, contact  
Rabbi Rashkovsky at vicrash@yahoo.com. 
 

www.jcortn.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JewishOakRidge/  

Virtual Sisterhood  
FRIDAY NIGHT SHABBAT 
Every Other Friday Night  

at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Contact Penny Lukin at  

plukin@comcast.net  

or 865-671-0780 for information. 

Donations: 
 

Yahrzeits: 
 Solomon Chordorkoff & Milton Carey  

from Ellen Appel 
Carlos Bamberger from Elena Bamberger 

 Ken & Manny Volkin from Karen Brunner 
 Sarah Levine Braunstein from Catherine 

Braunstein 
 Verne & Jacob Gilbert and Esther Tole-

dano  from Jeannette Gilbert 
 Herman Halbert from Melvin & Edith Halbert 
 Sophie Hanig & Nettie Kalichman from Pam 

& Walter Hanig 
 Montague Brown Wickline from Monty Lewis 
 Dorothy Silverman from Bobbie Limor 
 Nathan Slutsky from Judith Raman 
 Pauline Liebman from Shirley Schwartz 
 Elaine Shreter from Hilary Shreter 
 
In Memory Of: 
 Philip Rosen from Amy Rosen 
 
Donations: 
 Tracey Cato 
 Robin Wichner 

JCOR Welcomes New Member Steve Anderson 
 

My wife Anna and I have been  
married for 23 years and are expect-
ing our first child this July. I converted 
to Judaism under the tutelage of Rabbi 
Rashkovsky and we have recently 
moved back to east Tennessee from 
the Nashville area. Anna likes to spend 
her time helping out with crisis and 
disaster response and I spend my time 
making and playing the Scottish Great 
Highland Bagpipe at a competitive 
level I have missed my friends and 
adopted family at JCOR and am 
thrilled to be back. 

Jeannette Gilbert and Catherine Braunstein lead hike through historical Wheat community.  



  ב"ה
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Yum! Hamentashen, Challah, and a Luncheon! 
 

Chef Mushky Perlstein of Mymamenu blog led us all in a delightful Hamentash bake. She in 
California, us in our kitchens in Knoxville – all baking together to prepare for Purim. Chef 
Mushky shared tips for the perfect dough, different ways to shape the perfect hamentash and 
some new filling recipes. What a delicious and fun hour spent together. 

Each year the annual Cteen Shabbaton is a highlight for our Knoxville teens. While gather-
ing in New York was not possible because of COVID-19, Cteen organized a beautiful virtual ex-
perience for the teens. Students had the opportunity to meet Jewish teens from around the 
world in a Virtual Shabbaton 
setting, The Purple World. 
The theme of the weekend 
was Uplyft and each chapter 
was encouraged to find a 
way to Uplyft their commu-
nity during these difficult 
times. Our Knoxville chapter  
undertook to bake and deliv-
er 100 challahs to members 
of our Knoxville Jewish  
community.  

As a grand finale we held 
an outdoor watch party of 
the Grand Event on Sunday 
afternoon. The weather was 
beautiful, the teens  
prepared a delicious lunch 
reminiscent of the amazing 
kosher food they look forward 
to each year at the Shabbaton. 
They danced, laughed were 
inspired and were so grateful to 
get a to see each other in  
person!  
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April 3 
Peggy Ades ♦ Barbara Balloff Heilman ♦ Michael Belaief ♦ Mickey Billig♦ Abe Emelfarb ♦ Israel Farkas ♦ Isadore Finkelstein ♦ 

Martin Ginsburg ♦ Charles Goldstein ♦ Minnie Isaacs ♦ Golda Margolies ♦ Mary Ruth Martindale ♦ Esther Panitz ♦ Hinda Schwartz 
♦ Bessie Silverman ♦ Louis Sturm ♦ Don Wittenberg 
 

April 10 
Lawrence Abrams ♦ Joseph Ades ♦ Gary Anderson♦ Bennie Deitch ♦ Ilene Edelman ♦ Molly Fayonsky ♦ Claire Gettinger ♦  

Mindy Goldberg ♦ Pyna Greenbaum ♦ Bert Gurwitch ♦ Nathan Handler ♦ Gussie Joffe ♦ Charlotte Kayser ♦ Max Kronrad ♦  

Bernard Landis ♦ Celia Lipson ♦ Nathan Millen ♦ I.W. Millen ♦ Margaret Miner ♦ Esther M. Rosen ♦ Mildred Rosenblatt ♦  

Jacob Sandweiss ♦ Rose Shagan ♦ Rose Sherman ♦ Tillie Slovis ♦ Joseph Strauss 
 

April 17 
Gerd Abeles ♦ Bernard Belaief ♦ Samuel Billig ♦ Shirley Chasan ♦ Charlotte Cooper♦ Marilyn Cornez ♦ Claire Evans ♦ Rosa Frumin 
♦ Marilyn Greenfield ♦ Israel Gruenberg ♦ Nicholas Kutsubos ♦ Fannie Leibowitz ♦ Sarah Lipshin ♦ Ada Manas ♦ Bessie Millen ♦ 

Ruth Oleshansky ♦ Allen Rosen ♦ Rose Rosenthal ♦ Morris Ross ♦ Christine Scott ♦ Selma Smullian ♦ Sharon Snyder-Christian ♦ 

David Stein ♦ Mariam Stein 
 

April 24 
Marilyn Abrams ♦ Joseph Bernard ♦ Anna Gitman ♦ Joseph Goldman ♦ Harriett Herbin ♦ Lionel Kay ♦ Rabbi Isaac Levin ♦  

Ella Levison ♦ Tybee Millner ♦ Abraham Radlaski ♦ Celia Rosenblatt ♦ Murray Rosenblatt ♦ Jacob Schwartz ♦ Frieda Schwarzbart 
Joseph Sherman ♦ Pauline Viener 
 

May 1 
Pearl Austin ♦ Hymie Billig ♦ Sharon Brietstein ♦ Paul Cawn ♦ Isaac Cooper ♦ Stanley Duhan ♦ Max Friedman ♦  

Howard Greenbaum ♦ Flora Hasden ♦ Madeline Kanofsky ♦ Sandra Levinstone ♦ Sidney Licht ♦ Bryan Merrell ♦ Esther Millen ♦ 

Gary Miller ♦ Sarah Miller ♦ Hannah Moskowitz ♦ Hyman Raskin ♦ William Russler ♦ Charles Siegal ♦ Lottie Siegel ♦ Sanford 
Weinstein ♦ Benjamin Weinstein 

April 2 
Gordon Brown ♦ Sam Chandler ♦ Jessica Cutler ♦ Shmulik Dragif ♦ Karina Danielle Dunn ♦ Stuart Bowen Elston ♦ Irwin Freedman 
♦ Roza Galinskaya ♦ Peter P. Holz ♦ Edith Ivins ♦ Sarah Hannah Licht ♦ Jack Rosenberg ♦ Victor Thomas ♦ Stanley Vogelfang 
 

April 9 
Pearl Ades ♦ Harry Karl Blatt ♦ Irene Blatt ♦ Sesto Del Moro ♦ David Fleischman ♦ Sarah Goldfarb ♦ Morris Goodfriend ♦  
Charlotte Kayser ♦ Julian Lewis ♦ Rebecca Mendelowitz ♦ Jean Hiller Millis ♦ Arthur Pais ♦ Mitchell Plachter ♦ Allen Scheff ♦  
Morris Siegel ♦ Gladys Steinberg ♦ Simon Sunshine ♦ Sydney Tessler 
 

April 16 
Samuel Arbital ♦ Rosa Deitch ♦ Blanche Farmer ♦ Dinah Feldman ♦ Michael J. Fox ♦ Freida Freedman ♦ Sam Ginsberg ♦  
Walter McCoy James ♦ Golda Margolies ♦ Evelyn Dresner Nash ♦ Lucien Oury ♦ Donald Pardee ♦ Dorothy Salus ♦ Tillie Slovis ♦  
Mildred Wohl 
 

April 23 
Infant Altshuler ♦ Samuel Haber Brody ♦ William Derrington ♦ Sylvain RC Fribourg ♦ Seymour Gassel ♦ Trena Goldberg ♦  
Harvey Golden ♦ Mayme Goodfriend ♦ Bessie Green ♦ Richard Johnson ♦ Sidney Katz ♦ Rita Kelleher ♦ Henry Leitson ♦  
Arthur Marchand ♦ Gertie Parelli ♦ Joan B. Porter ♦ Bertram Raskin ♦ Louis Sackron ♦ Stan Sherman ♦ Louis H. Sturm 
 

April 30 
Rae Allen ♦ David M. Baker ♦ Gregg Arthur Bissom ♦ Ruth Block ♦ Robert Brody ♦ Jeff Cox ♦ John Martin Elston ♦  
Alvin Kirsner ♦ Dorothy Kirsner ♦ Allen Kravitz ♦ Joseph Levitt, Sr. ♦ Naum Safro ♦ Mark Ian Simon 
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Celebrate Motherhood  
with a Hadassah Layette 
By Batya Boxt 
 

Hadassah sends layettes to women who have a new 
baby or grandbaby. A layette is a card from of all us con-
gratulating them on the new baby! 

When I receive information about a future  
Hadassah member’s arrival, I will email all of you. If you are interested in hav-
ing your name included on the layette, please email me back and let me know. 

If you don’t have a layette account, please send me a check to set that 
up. I’d recommend $25 to start. If you need to replenish your account, please 
send that check to me as well. So that my address isn’t distributed publicly, 
please email me to request my address. Let me know how much money you’d 
like to donate to the layette and I’ll deduct that amount from your layette ac-
count.  When the account is low (around $5), I’ll email you so you can refill it.  

Please contact me at batyaboxt@gmail.com .  

Shabbat Zachor, the 
Zoom Experience  
By Revital Ganzi, VP of Education  
 

February 19 and 20, Hadassah members 
celebrated Shabbat with Temple Beth El and 
Heska Amuna via Zoom. Although I was very 
skeptical about doing the annual Shabbat 
Zachor in honor of Henrietta Szold, Hadassah 
Women's Zionist 
Organization and the 
Knoxville chapter, I 
was surprised with 
how beautiful and 
well-organized those 
two services were. 

Organizing 
Shabbat Zachor eve-
ry year is involved 
with preparing the 
physical space and 
delicious food (of 
course!). Unfortunately, this year, we could 
not come together to enjoy the Services and 
each other's company. However, we had a 
unique opportunity to be safe and enjoy the 
services from the comfort of our home. We 
had 35 people that came Friday evening ser-
vice; about 10 were members, 39 people 
came on Saturday, about 12-15 were mem-
bers. 

We appreciate Norma James from Tem-
ple Beth El and Laura Floyd from Heska Amu-
na for setting up the services and encouraged 
members to participate. Thanks to their ef-
fort, the services were smooth, and we all 
came together as a virtual community to cel-
ebrate Shabbat despite the social distanc-
ing. Thank you to Rabbi Boxt and Rabbi 
Ferency for all your guidance. 

We are here to answer any question re-
garding Hadassah’s projects in Israel,  advo-
cacy here in the US, and upcoming events in 
our Knoxville chapter.  

We're looking forward to seeing you at 
our next program.  
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Hadassah Member  

Benefits 
 

• Hadassah Knoxville  
Newsletters bi-weekly 

• HADASSAH KNOXVILLE (cover by 
local artist) Membership Directory  
Shopping Guide & Datebook 

• Subscription to Hadassah  
Magazine: print and digital 

• Connecting people with shared  
values in Knoxville and across the 
country 

• Empowering women by joining to 
influence positive change 

• Access to webinars/podcasts/videos 

• Receive national  
communications 

• Invitations to national as well  
as regional events 

• Offers to exclusive group travel to 
Israel via missions 

• Opportunity to participate in  
advocacy initiatives 

• Access to Health & Wellness  
programs and resources 

• Privilege to support the  
organization through a variety of 
giving opportunities 

 

 

As a Hadassah member, 
 let us know if you are not get-

ting the new formatted  
newsletter: 

 

Contact Andrea Cone at  
hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
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Knoxville Chapter  
of Hadassah 

 

Executive Board 
 

Andrea Cone President 
     hadassahknoxvilleac@gmail.com 
Laura Floyd  Treasurer 
      floydfam@knology.net 
Shuli Mesa  V.P. Programming 
      shulime@gmail.com 
Revital Ganzi V.P. Education 
      revitalganzi@gmail.com 
Harriet Glasman   Recording Secretary 
       harrietglasman@gmail.com 
Mary Ann Merrell Corresponding Secretary 
      mamerrell@yahoo.com 
Laura Floyd  Advisor 
      floydfam@knology.net 
 

General Board 
Arrangements    Debra Ellis 
Book Club      Barbara Mintz 
Bulletin/Ha’Kol    Harriet Glasman 
Condolence Cards   Betty Golub 
Directory Bookkeeper Laura Floyd 
Directory Chair    Jill Weinstein  
EVOLVE SPARK   Abby Kaplan 
Historian/Yearbook  Jenny Pfeffer 
HMO Luncheon    vacant 
HUB Advisor     Bonnie Boring 
JNF         Joyce York 
Large Certificates   Mary Ann Merrell 
Layettes      Batya Boxt 
Leadership Development  Mary Linda   

            Schwarzbart 
Membership     Nancy Britcher 
Parliamentarian   Marian Jay 
PRAZE       Harriet Cooper 
Records Administrator Barbara Mintz  
Sunshine Correspondence Betty Golub 
Social Media     Jean Begue 
Youth Aliyah     Mary Evars-Goan 
 

To purchase Greeting Cards, visit:  

www.hadassah.org/ways-to-give/ecard-
marketplace/ecard-main.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hadassah Book Club News 
 

All Jewish women of the greater Knoxville area  
and friends are welcome to join us 

 

We welcome you to participate in our  
Tuesday, April 20 Hadassah Book Club meeting.  
We will start at 7:30 p.m. and anticipate using Zoom. We 
will discuss Other People’s Pets by R.L. Maizes. 

La La Fine relates to animals better than she does to 
other people. She was abandoned by her mother who 
never wanted a family and was then raised by a 
locksmith-turned-thief father. She looks to pets when it 
feels like the rest of the world conspires against her. She 
had to become her father’s accomplice by calming the 
watchdogs while he robbed families of their most 
precious belongings. 

Her father’s luck runs out and he is arrested for burglary and her world 
collapses more. In her fourth year of veterinary school, she is forced to drop 
out, leaving school to pay for her father’s legal fees the only way she knows 
how—robbing homes once again. They are quite unusual and atypical 
robberies.  

 

• May:   American Dirt by Jeanine Cummings 
• June:  The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish 
• July:  The Yellow Bird Sings by Jennifer Rosner 

 

Please contact Barbara Mintz at Barbara@bmintz.com if you have questions 
or want to be added to the Zoom registration list. Also let her know if you 
have changes in your email address or want to be removed from the master 
mailing list. 
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Let’s Have a  
KJDS Purim Parade 
 

 Rainy weather did not dampen the spirits of 
Knoxville Jewish Day School students, staff, and 
parents during our 2021 Purim Parade. 
 

Far left: Booing Haman at the Megillah Reading 
with Graggers the students  made with Morah 
Dana. 
 
Left: Students in Grades 2-5 created floats  
depicting scenes from the Purim story. This float 
depicts Esther being crowned as queen. 
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K-1 students creatively use a rolling chair and a friend for their 
float depicting the mitzvah of having a Purim feast. 

These fifth grade students’ float depicts the beauty contest. 

King Acashveirosh wearing the breastplate of the Kohen Gadol 
depicts hosting a party in this float. 

Haman creates a lottery to decide when to kill the Jews. 

Students and staff paraded in their costumes and parents en-
joyed watching from the sidelines. Fun costumes, music made 
for a joyous atmosphere at the Purim Parade. 

K-1 created 4 floats decpicting the 4 mitzvot of Purim.  
This was the Mishloach Manot float. 
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Scientists in the Kindergarten/First Grade Class 
 

The Kindergarten and First Grade class made a wonderful discovery! They are scientists! When they were working on their 
“space” unit, they were told what a 
 scientist is:  

• Someone who makes observations 
• Someone who consults with other scientists  
• Someone who conducts experiments over and over again 

These students recorded observations of the daytime and nighttime sky,  
including the sun and the moon. They also talked to family and friends about their 
knowledge and read books written by other scientists. And finally, they conducted  
experiments to see where the light of the moon comes from using models of the Earth, 
sun, and moon. SO they are truly scientists, and they are proud to tell you about all 
they have learned about the sun, moon and the Earth.  

Using a “Spacy” Writing Method  
 

The Kindergarten/First Grade class kicked off our space unit with a 
mysterious video message on our class iPad. The message was from an 
alien named Blork! He told us he would be traveling to Earth soon and 
needs to know all about Earth's sky! Students went to work exploring 
our “retelling table” that had space materials to access such as puzzles, 
books, rockets, a space helmet, and more. K/1 students loved using 
their imaginations to make creations. Some were inspired by our read a
-louds, such as Mooncake and Happy Birthday Moon. Students created a 
travel guide for Blork after viewing examples of other travel 
guides. Learning how to give concise information in an attractive way 
was a new process for these young writers. They used their creativity to 
explain to this visitor what they thought was important about the sky, 
moon and sun. Students worked together to draw and explain what our 
daytime and night sky looks like and give 
Blork more information on how we view the 
moon and the origin of the moon's light. Of 
course, Blork had to make an appearance in 
order for the students to give their infor-
mation. With the help of amazing mom and 
costume designer, Cat Coffin, our students 
were able to meet Blork. This “far out” alien 
listened to each team present their infor-
mation with rapt attention. The students 
worked very hard to make sure the infor-
mation would help Blork during the visit. En-
gaging children to write and learn about our 
sky with the help of an alien was pure genius 
and the students loved every minute of it.  

All Kindergarten/First Grade students took part in writing the brochure. They were 
very excited to be able to present the information in person to Blork. It was out of 
this world! 

Student scientists learn about space. 
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KJDS Staff and Board 
 

Miriam Esther Wilhelm 
Head of School 

Louise Lindsay 
Innovation Coach 

Ann Ely 
Director of Operations 

Jenny Parker Wood 
Director of Admissions 

Katie Lusk 
Jessica Vose 

K-1st Grade Teachers 

Rebecca Blanchard 
2-3rd Grade Teacher  

Fran Julien 
4-5th Grade Teacher  

Brooke Haskins 
Online Teacher/Tutor 

Revital Ganzi-Sagiv 
Hebrew Instruction Consultant 

Dana Maman 
Hebrew Teacher 

Wolfe Lainer 
Drama Directional Coach 

 

Chris Quinn 
PE Coach 

 

Lev Gross Comstock 
Music Teacher 

 

Amy Broady 
Art Teacher 

 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Michael Zemel 
Vice President: Ellen Markman 
Treasurer: Odysseus Bostick 
Secretary: Jeff Becker 
Founding Officer: Rabbi Yossi Wilhelm  
 

Nancy Becker, Bernard Bendriem, 
Judy Brietstein, Ali Cohen, Gina Di Salvo, 
Rachael Oberman Ellis, Gloria Z. 
Greenfield, Maurice Guigui, David Hull, 
Anna Iroff-Bailey, Judith Rosenberg, 
Susan Silber 

KJDS Welcomes the Sanders-Goldman Family 
 

We are the Sanders-Goldman 
family! Son Avishai (5) is a 
big LEGO® fan, loves playing soccer 
and making art. He recently joined 
the KJDS Kindergarten class.  

Mom Valerie is a band director 
for Knox County Schools and dad 
Mischa is the program coordinator 
and associate professor of audio 
production and engineering at 
Pellissippi State Community Col-
lege. Both parents enjoy staying 
active as instrumental performers 
and composers. The whole family 
likes hiking, biking, and watching 
baking shows. 

Alumni Spotlight: Lila 
 

Lila, a KJDS alumni, is currently a 
junior at Montclair High School in New 
Jersey. Lila is an exceptional student 
and a talented actress and writer! She 
has taken almost all honors classes 
throughout high school and this year 
she is taking AP English Language and 
Composition, AP Art History, and AP US 
History. Next year she plans to take AP 
Literature, AP Spanish, AP World Histo-
ry, as well as a dual enrollment college 
course on the Holocaust and Genocide. 
Lila enjoys Spanish and will be the 
Spanish club secretary next year, but 
English is her favorite subject. She 
loves creative writing. In fact, she is a 
founder and the vice president of Montclair High School’s satire newspaper! Lila 
has also had a short story published in a literary magazine for Jewish girls called J
-girls.  

Lila is a talented performer and has been in many productions. She credits 
her time at KJDS for allowing her to discover her love of performing! In her 
words, “If I had not had the opportunity to be the Munchkin Mayor of the Wizard 
of Oz in first grade, I don't know if I would have discovered my love of perform-
ing! I loved working together with other kids to produce something, and I loved 
being in the spotlight in a community where I didn't feel judged.” In middle 
school, Lila played Ethel in The Music Man and she was in Fiddler on the Roof in 
8th grade! In high school, she has performed in She Kills Monsters playing Tina in 
10th grade, Stranded Views from Quarantine playing Alex in 11th Grade, and The 
Audition playing Elizabeth's mother in 11th Grade.  

Lila has a strong Jewish identity and is an active BBYO member. She attends 
chapter meetings regularly and has made a lot of wonderful friends through her 
participation. Lila especially values being able to have discussions around anti-
semitism with like-minded teens.  

While Lila is not one hundred percent sure what she wants to study in college, 
she thinks that she might like to combine her love of writing and acting, and study 
screenwriting. The KJDS community is extremely proud of all that Lila has accom-
plished and we know that she will be successful no matter what path she chooses!  
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Contact Melissa Jones to place an ad today! 
mjones@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6570

Support the
KJA Campaign
www.jewishknoxville.org

 Imbrey & Associates is now

 Jacki S. Imbrey, CLU,ChFC, CFP® RICP®

 Richard M. Imbrey, CLU, ChFC, CFP®

	 David	H.	Jeffries,	CFP®, RICP®

 “Focusing on strategies for
 wealth accumulation and
 retirement income distribution”

1322 Dowell Springs Blvd. • Knoxville, TN 37909

(865) 588-9333
www.WaypointKnoxville.com

Knoxville, Nashville, 
Memphis, Clarkesville and 

Cleveland/Chattanooga

 East Tennessee
 Rooter & Plumbing

HOME OF $35 BACKFLO TESTING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Plumbing/Drain Cleaning
 Back Flo Testing

State License #47637 P.O. Box 52906
Insured & Bonded  Knoxville, TN 37950

(865) 688-0357

Bring Your Event To Life!

Say Cheese! We bring the FUN to you with 
our Magic Mirror Digital Photo Experience!

Great for Bat Mitzvahs, Weddings, 
Proms, Corporate Events, and More!
Personalize your photos with props, 

backdrops, customized
templates, and more!

Call us now at 865-312-1060
for your special party package!

With our NEW state of the art
interactive Magic Mirror
Digital Photo Experience.

www.saycheesephotofun.com

maryvillemonument.com

(865) 983-3192
804 E. Broadway Ave. • Maryville

 865-524-0510 • agc@dmrpclaw.com
 www.avvo.com/attorneys/37919-tn-arnold-cohen-4289077.html

 Dunn, MacDonalD & ReynolDs, Pc
 6204 Baum Drive • Knoxville, Tennessee 37919

Tax & Business Planning • Contracts • Real Estate
IRS & State Tax Disputes • Estate Planning
Probate • Conservatorship • Guardianship

Arnold G. Cohen, Attorney at Law

2001 Alcoa Highway

All the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your NextAll the Brand New Space You’ll Need for Your Next

Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2Call Our Sales Department 865-970-4300, Option 2

JUDY TEASLEY
Broker

865.599.9500
judy@judyteasley.com

Luxury Homes
Consultant

America’s Top 1% Agent in the United States
Top 100 agents in Tennessee 2020 as per

Top100RealEstateAgents.com
#1 Individual KW Agent in Knoxville

2008-20015, & 2017
#1 Individual KW Agent in Tennessee 2010-2013

A Top 10 Individual KW Agent for SE Region
2011-2015, & 2017

 Individual Agent in Tennessee
by Real Trends for 2018

WWW.JUDYTEASLEY.COM

Each Keller Williams office is independently owned & operated.

865.694.5904
www.kw.com
1111 Northshore Drive
Knoxville, TN 37919



Serving seniors with extraordinary
non-medical care in Knox, Anderson & 
Roane County since 1997. Call now to 
see how we can help your loved one.

Home Instead Senior Care is locally 
owned & operated by Amy L. Hull

Call to meet with someone
from our team today!

865.523.1300

Leibowitz Law Firm, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

 LAWRENCE P. LEIBOWITZ 
 BRANDON J. TINDELL

TEL (865) 637-1809 • FAX (865) 637-9276
WWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COMWWW.LEIBOWITZFIRM.COM

608 GAY STREET S.W.
KNOXVILLE, TN 37902

Dependable Care by
Experienced CAREGiversSM

To learn more visit homeinstead.com
Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise

office is independently owned and operated.

Sign Up For
Summer Camps 

Today!

www.jewishknoxville.org
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507 West Clinch Ave. • Knoxville
(865) 546-2300 • www.bhspc.com

Tax, Accounting and Auditing
Litigation Support • Fraud  

Examinations • Business Valuations

Bible Harris Smith, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants and 

Business Advisors Since 1949

Breast Cancer
Breast Surgery

Call (865) 692-1610
(423) 714-1955

Imelda G. Margulies, FNP
Call 692-1602

BRCA & Lynch

• BRCA & myRisk Panel Testing
• High Risk Breast and Prostate Cancer
   Assessment Especially for Ashkenazi Jews
• Cancer Genetic Risk Assessment

Clinical Genetics
Service

Helping you and your family
reduce your risk

Aaron G. Margulies MD

Call us today. 
We are here 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week, 365 days a year.
Broadway - (865) 523-2121

Mann Heritage Chapel - (865) 588-8578

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

LANCASTER
LAND

MANAGEMENT
 (865) (865)
 617-1200 617-1200

865-524-8106
knoxdefense.com

607 Market St., Ste. 1100 Knoxville, TN 37902

CALL FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

Joshua Hedrick 
Knowledgeable, Experienced, 

and Dedicated Defense
With over 80 years of

combined experience, we
offer unmatched legal defense
in trial and appellate courts.

Gary Sturm, Gary Sturm, SR. LOAN OFFICER • SR. LOAN OFFICER • BRANCH MANAGERBRANCH MANAGER

865-691-8910 • gary.sturm@migonline.com865-691-8910 • gary.sturm@migonline.com
www.sturmhomeloans.comwww.sturmhomeloans.com
NMLS #1375205, TN #125405NMLS #1375205, TN #125405

 Home Financing You Can Count On

Please call for special attention regarding your real estate needs.

JUDY BRIETSTEIN
CRS, GRI, REALTOR®

865.966.1111 Office
800.235.4236 Toll Free
865.803.7246 Cell
judybrietstein@gmail.com
www.LiveInKnox.com
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The Jewish Community Archives  
of Knoxville and East Tennessee 

6800 Deane Hill Drive 
Knoxville, TN  37919-5943 
www.jewishknoxville.org 

The Archives needs your photographs!   Send your photos (with identifications of who, what, when, 
where) of “The Way We Were” to archives@jewishknoxville.org or contact the archivist at (865) 690-6343. 

The Way We Were in 1988 
Poker at the AJCC 

 

Dave Cohen (1902-1989), Buddy Cohen (1913-1990), and Max Weinstein (1900-1993) play poker at the 
AJCC in March of 1988. Dave was the husband of Molly Slovis, whose nieces Esther Webster and Nita Merlin 
reside in Knoxville. Buddy was the father of Arnold Cohen, and Max was the grandfather of Doug and Jeff  
Weinstein, who continue to live in Knoxville. 

Thanks to Mary Linda Schwarzbart for the donation of the photograph, and to Michael Burnett,  
Arnold Cohen, and Pessa Brody for assistance in identifying the participants. 


