
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church� Easter Sunday� April 12, 2020

� April 5 , 2020�

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church � � Easter Sunday April 12, 2020�



JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD!!!�

�

Nothing Really has Changed that Really Matters!�

When the Lenten Journey of 2020 began I felt that it was going to 

be the “Best Lent Ever” for we were following the Lord with 20/20 

vision! With that vison and through our Lenten observances, prac-

$ces and our small group studies on the Passion and Death of 

Christ we were going to come out refreshed, renewed and victori-

ous over our own human weakness and refreshed in the Resurrec-

$on!�

Things changed for us like we never expected to change. 

We went from endless opportuni$es to gather together in prayer, 

study and fish fry meals to a “Shelter at Home” edict from the gov-

ernor. It started slowly with the removal of the Sunday obliga$on 

for those who felt unsafe to come out for Mass. Then we were in-

structed to cancel all group gatherings over 25 people including 

faith shared groups, fish fries and devo$onal prayer. We survived a 

week of this limit of community and then the fear of COVID�19 

gripped the na$on with the closing of schools and the cancela$on 

of all Weekend and Weekday Masses.�

The trickle�down effect of closures to the normal mode of 

Lent and life moved us into Opera�ng in Safe Mode!!�

 When one 

door closed 

another door opened. There was not $me to pout to mourn the 

death of our beloved freedom and the public prac$ce of our 

Faith! It was important to Father Roniel and I to get the mes-

sage out to all of you that we would be there for you…. maybe 

not a physical presence…. but certainly, one by modern technol-

ogy. We began immediately to reach out to you via a shared 

video to express our desires to be true pastors in this cri$cal 

$me and to share our Lenten journey with you. Father Roniel began filming his Sunday Liturgy immediately on the 

newly created St. Elizabeth Ann Seton YouTube channel while I did the same pos$ng on the OSM.  The total number 

of viewers for the first week neared 4,000.�

We con$nued, as all of you did, to operate in safe mode, by reaching you with videoed and wri>en messages. Father 

Roniel has wri>en daily reflec$ons while I posted nearly 20 videos before Easter! When Holy Week came Father    

Roniel and I concelebrated and broadcast our Liturgies to all of you so that we could share the holiest days via video. 

This was an incredible change of Evangeliza$on styles for all of us but, as people of faith, we adjusted and made the 

best of the situa$on following the Lord. I want to thank you for con�nuing to make your prac�ce of the Catholic 

Faith a Priority! �

    �

BUT even through this…. The Truth Still Holds True�

JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD!!!�

I THINK THAT THIS LENT AND CELEBRATION OF HOLY WEEK, in some ways was the best ever. As I got 

over the disappointment of isolation I became aware that earthly freedom would not…. Could not impede the life of 

Faith. Our Faith and the practice of it was not predicated by gathering but believing and rejoicing that there was noth-

ing to fear in the Lord!! Our Hope has always been in the Lord not in the freedom to move about the busy lives of our 

world but in the silence of our homes and the true action of Prayer, Fasting and Alms giving. To think that our prayer �



has been more focused in our mortality (Ash Wednesday reminder) and our fas$ng was not from chocolate, television 

shows or late�night snacks but a fast from the Holy Eucharist! Our almsgiving became an out reach to parish mem-

bers who were now experiencing financial hardship. Yes, I think we made the best lent ever while opera$ng in safe 

mode. We remained a community of believers who awaited the Resurrec$on of Christ while entombed with him …. in 

fear of death’s grip… to only be reminded that Christ Jesus conquered death and the fear of death on the Cross and 

has given us a new lease on life that will be eternal!!! Yes, Satan tried, so hard did he try, but he failed to keep us 

from the truth and the trust in the truth… NO POWER IN HELL WILL PREVAIL OVER THE TRUTH: JESUS HAS RISEN 

FROM THE DEAD!!�

As somber as it was to offer the holiest of Holy celebra$ons in an empty church it did not dampen my spirit but it 

joined me to the isola$on and uncertainty of the Apostles. Easter joy without the community gathered reminded me 

that the message must go out to the people…. It is not a message that is only preached when the people come seek-

ing it!!!�

The restric$on on our earthly lives may con$nue for months to come but the message is filled, this year, with a great-

er sense of Hope and promise for Christ has not abandoned us…. He, once again fulfills our hopes and dreams of eter-

nal life. He once again takes away our fear and anxie$es … for once again we are reminded:�

Nothing Really has Changed that Really Matters!�

JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD!!!�

HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE!!!�

There is no let down of Joy on Easter Sunday but 50 

days of reflec$ng on what it means that Jesus is     

Risen. In this $me the liturgies focus on the stories of 

Jesus appearance aEer his resurrec$on and the re-

sponse of his disciples and the early Church! Perhaps 

in 50 days (at Pentecost) we will be permi>ed to 

come out and join as a community in life of the Spirit 

of God and the Church. But nevertheless, Father   

Roniel and I will con$nue to be present to you in the 

new forms of our evangeliza$on. I will con$nue to 

work with Opera$on Safe Mode to bring you instruc-

$onal and inspiring messages to keep us connected. I 

hope to inspire you and make you laugh! You will be 

seeing more of guest appearances from Father Roniel, the people of the parish, and the lives of the Saints. We will 

talk about, while in safe mode, how to make the best Easter Ever!!!�

One door closes another will open… and we the first door opens again we will appreciate it all the more like the vision 

from the tomb into the vision of the Resurrec$on. Peter and John ran to the tomb, from their own entombment of 

fear, with great delight and amazement! Jesus keeps His promises and we will be transformed into that promise all 

the more for when our freedom is returned to us we will not longer look for the world to give us answers or fullness 

of life… we will know life in Christ eternal!!!�

EASTER: FIFTY DAYS OF AWE AND WONDER!!!  

The Easter Challenge�

Lent is over now and with Easter joy it is hard not to immediately cease our par$cular Lenten discipline�a>ending an 

extra Mass each week, the special hour of prayer or spiritual reading we promised to try to do, being more pa$ent, 

ea$ng less and giving more of ourselves to others with greater awareness of Christ suffering on the Cross. That is 

Lent… but what about Easter? What should we do out of Easter Joy?��

The readings we hear during the Easter season, it is clear that, for the infant Church, Easter was a beginning. Of 

course, all beginnings are also endings. For the disciples it was the end of a magical $me. They didn’t all know it, but 

they had been walking and ea$ng and talking with…God! Yet as magical as that must have been, they hadn’t yet con-

sumed God. They hadn’t taken God in and begun the process of becoming divine themselves. They didn’t yet have 

“resurrec$on eyes”� that ability to see things as they really are, to see as God sees. That was later. �



PRAY FOR VOCATIONS�

�On Easter, they stood at the empty tomb and were darned 

confused. And slowly out of that confusion and fear and sadness 

grew a li>le ragtag band of folks from a li>le ragtag part of the 

world who just happened to change the course of history. Easter 

marked the beginning of the Chris$an community. Easter Joy gave 

even a greater apprecia$on in Discipline and acts of love and 

charity. Imagine the promise of eternal joy that cannot be 

interfered by the worries of pain, money, loneliness or SIN!!! 

Wow!!!! The Chris$an community is the ‘forum” to this new way of 

selfless living.��

�

The Self�help book that has worked for over 2,000 years!!!The scriptures of the New Testament have been provided to 

us by the Faith and Tradi$on of the early Chris$an Community. All other such “self�help” books are cheap “knock�offs” of 

this original source and have lost the effec$veness that Christ gives to the original. Read more carefully the Readings for 

the upcoming Sunday Liturgies and the ones provided in the “li>le white book” and see how this forum will reinforce your 

pursuit for happiness!!!��

�

A Proper Easter Diet that leads to a slimmer You!!!The Easter Diet is more than just eggs, 

chocolate, kielbasa and ham… it is a steady diet of the Sacraments of Eucharist and 

Reconcilia$on as well! Remember our Easter Duty is to par$cipate in both these sacraments 

before Pentecost. But I suggest Eucharist as oEen as you can… at least twice a week and 

Reconcilia$on monthly. This regimen will slim you down around the sin list and firm up your 

inten$ons to spread the Good News! Clogged arteries may stop the heart but a clean soul and 

a giving heart pushes you to the Eternal. �

��

Easter Exercise Regimen that guarantees a loving community of Faith! �

How true the following is but how much more surreal it is while Opera�on in Safe Mode�

�

Exercising the “Hope” of sharing in the “Eternal Kingdom” will lead to more trust and less 

suspicion; more companionship and less loneliness; more apprecia�on for each other and less 

taking for granted; more forgiveness and less accusa$on; more true  communica�on and less 

posturing; more truth�telling and less strategizing; more love and less apathy; more long, leisurely 

hours with those we love and less hurried, harried hugs thrown at each other as we run out the 

door.��

�

�

Remember: Three things are needed in the pursuit of Happiness and well purposed life…�

�� Being Loved… Jesus provides this with His death and Resurrec�on�

�� Something to Believe in…. The Truth the Way and the “Eternal Life”�

�� Hope… It only will get be4er each day and will last forever when we perform the above regimen within our 

Chris�an community…. Even while we are in safe mode!!�

�

Forever… is a long time…. �

and I want to share it with you!!!�

This is truly the message of the Risen Lord and my shared view with him!! All 

that I do as priest is to share my joy, hope and desire for eternal life! To share 

these difficult time (the dot) will be out shadowed by the perfection that 

follows!!!�



PARISH PRAYER LIST �

Please remember in your prayers: Ryan Bisignani, Donna Bradley, John Bradley, Lucia Bulloch, Lucy Caperell, Vincent Cheripka, Patti Churley, 

Beth Cicchino, Maria DiBiase, Linda Davis, RoseAnn Downey, Taylor Ebert, Carmen Fennel, Sue Ference, Nancy Flenner, Ginger Flynn, Robb 

Guyer, Theresa Henninger, Luna Holt, Ken Horvath, Margie Howard, George Huss,  Max Jackowski, Michael Kaufman, Gary Kline, Ed 

Koncerak, Pam Lapek, David Machek, Tom Maguire, John Malinowski, Hazel Manclark, Kevin McCabe, McGowan Family, Joy McKnight,  

Harry R. Miller, James T. Miller, Doris Montore, Maureen Nemcsik, Frances Nosich,  John Novak, Louis Patil, Debby Pazehoski, Matt Peters, 

Robert Peters, Karen Piper, Sydney Puckey, Mickey and Patrick Ratesic, Dottie Richie, Betty Rose, Mila Sacramento, Kathy Sadusky, Todd 

Shoaf, Deneen Sims, Daniel Slates, Mary Anne Sombo, Fr. Len Stoviak, Karen Swenson, Baby Izak Szymczak, Bob Wilson, John Wilson, Russ 

Yeager, Michael Yuhas.  To add/remove name, call office.  Names will be kept on list for 1 month, unless notified. �

Mass Intentions :  Bishop Malesic is asking that priests 

continue to offer Mass daily in private for all previously 

scheduled parish Mass intentions, as well as offering additional 

prayers at these Masses for the protection of our flock during this 

time of crisis. �

�

Sunday, April 12�

�� For the parish�

Monday, April 13�

�� Michael Fisher (The Sedlock Family)�

Tuesday, April 14�

�� Mark Connolly (Fran & Barb Greco)�

Thursday, April 16�

�� Robert Moineau (Julie & Bob Henry)�

Friday, April 17�

�� Grace Benteler (Benteler family)�

Saturday, April 18�

�� John J. Marcin (Rose Lee Martin)�

Sunday, April 19�

�� Andrew & Anna Antol/Milton & Beatrice Jessell (Ron & 

Joanne Antol)�

�

Please note: The weekend masses (Sat/Sun) will be rescheduled 

to enable Father John & Father Roniel to say these�and to allow 

the family to attend if possible.  �

�

Sanctuary Candles:  In memory of Charles Yuhas, by Joan & 

family�

Altar Candles: In memory of Kay Cunningham by Julie & Bob 

Henry�

Bread & Wine: In memory of Robert Moineau, by Julie & Bob 

Henry.�

 

Readings for the week of April 12, 2020�

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37�43/Ps 118:1�2, 16�17, 22�23 [24]/Col 

3:1�4 or 1 Cor 5:6b�8/Jn 20:1�9 or Mt 28:1�10�  �

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22�33/Ps 16:1�2a and 5, 7�8, 9�10, 11 [1]/Mt 

28:8�15�

Tuesday: Acts 2:36�41/Ps 33:4�5, 18�19, 20 and 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11�

18�

Wednesday:�Acts 3:1�10/Ps 105:1�2, 3�4, 6�7, 8�9 [3b]/Lk 24:13�

35�

Thursday: Acts 3:11�26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6�7, 8�9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35�

48�

Friday: Acts 4:1�12/Ps 118: 1�2 and 4, 22�24, 25�27a [22]/Jn 21:1

�14�

Saturday: Acts 4:13�21/Ps 118:1 and 14�15ab, 16�18, 19�21 [21a]/

Mk 16:9�15�

Next Sunday:Acts 2:42�47/Ps 118:2�4, 13�15, 22�24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3�

9/Jn 20:19�31�

�

Prayers and Sympathy�Home with the Lord, in the spirit 

of Christian charity, your prayers are requested for the soul of Dr. 

Thomas E. Vrabec. May his soul and all the souls of the faithful 

departed, rest in peace. �

The “Little White” Books�As with Advent and Lent, we 

are most grateful to the anonymous donor for the gift of the Easter 

reflection “Little White” books.  With early printing deadline, we 

are working out the details to distribute the books.  During these 

next 50 days of the Easter season, and as we continue to pray for 

an end to the pandemic, this is an easy way to spend just 6 minutes 

a day with the Lord.  �

�

Helping Others:  A great Parish Community Outreach program 

is available through Queen of Angels Catholic School Scrip 

Program. As a faith community, one way that we can help others 

is to purchase gift cards through the school, which will then be 

given to families in need via the parish office & Saint Vincent 

DePaul Society.  Order forms are available on the parish website 

www.seasnh.org.  �

�

Stay Connected to your Faith:    During this time, we need 

to “stay connected” with our faith, and there are several ways to 

do this.  If you have an email address and do not receive the Seton 

Chronicles, send an email to Julie at 

jahenry@dioceseofgreensburg.org to sign up.  Even though we 

can’t attend daily mass, we are so blessed to have Father Roniel 

and his excellent homilies.  Every day, Father Roniel will share his 

homily from his private mass with us and each day an email is sent 

with a link to the daily readings, as well as his homily.  �

�

YouTube has 2 channels that you want to check out.  Our channel 

can be found by searching “St Elizabeth Ann Seton North 

Huntingdon” and Father John has set up “Operation Safe Mode 

with Father John”.  Our weekend mass is being recorded and 

shown on our channel while Father John is also sharing his 

thoughts and videos / masses on the OSM channel.  Be sure to 

check them out and ‘like’ them.  �

�

Our Facebook page Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (search by 

@seasnh) is constantly being updated so be sure to check it out 

and ‘like’ the page.  �

�

Stewardship of Treasure �

Date: Sunday, March 29,  2020�

Total Envelopes Mailed: 823   Total Envelopes Received: 73                     

�                                                                  OSV                                                            

Sunday Offertory:� $            4,885.00          1,165.00                                                                                      

Children:                                                      1.00                 3.00                                     

Candles:� �                  159.05                  �

Charity:                                                      50.00               15.00                                      

Easter Flowers:                                        121.00              �

Accent:� �                    53.00  �

Holy Thursday:                                          15.00�

Easter:                                                        70.00�

Holy Land/Good Friday:                           10.00  �

Religious Education Support:                  150.00 �

Total Collection:                     $            5,514.05         $1,183.00�

�

Thank you for your generosity.  Sign up for electronic giving through 

OSV (Our Sunday Visitor).  Link is available on parish website 

www.seasnh.org.  No worries�no hassles.  Also, when coming to church 

to pray, you can slide your offertory envelope under the door of the 

Francis room, which is to the right as you walk in through the outside 

door.  You can also mail your envelope. �



Diocese of Greensburg: 2020 Men’s Conference Moved to 

Next Year �The Diocese of Greensburg men’s conference, 

THE WELL, will now be held on March 20, 2021, at West-

moreland County Community College. The conference was 

originally scheduled for March 21 of this year and then was 

postponed to May 9, 2020. �

Men who registered for this year’s conference and 

want to remain registered for the 2021 conference do not need 

to take any action; those men are automatically registered for 

next year. Each will be contacted 90 days prior to the 2021 con-

ference to confirm their attendance. Men who want a refund of 

their 2020 registration fee are asked to email 

THEWELL@dioceseofgreensburg.org or call 724�552�1812.�

�

Queen of Angels Catholic School: Faculty, staff and students 

are enjoying their daily remote learning for the past few 

weeks.� Students are having ZOOM meetings with their teach-

ers and classmates to talk about some of the things they are 

working on throughout the week. �After completing written 

work students/parents are sending pictures or attachments back 

to their teachers.�

�

Do you have a school age child? Have you considered our par-

ish school, Queen of Angels Catholic School? From Toddler 

Two to the 8th grade, our school offers a wonderfully warm, 

faith�based environment staffed with dedicated and highly qual-

ified faculty who educate the whole child. High expectations 

and high support help to develop each child’s unique gifts. Par-

ents like the extended family created by the school community 

and the personal attention each child receives. The school in-

vites parents to be an active part 

of the home/school team. Be 

sure to check our website at 

www.queenofangelssch.org for 

more information.��

�

The Queen of Angels Catholic 

School wishes you many bless-

ings!           ~ Mrs. Sandi Stone-

braker, Principal�

�

�

�

“They Have Taken Him”�

 An Easter Reflection by Father Roniel�

�

“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 

know where they put him (John 20:2).”  

 

The very first impression by the very first person who 

saw the empty tomb was probably confusion, crashing 

pain, and unimaginable disbelief. In the gospel of John, 

the story was presented in a manner that Mary Magda-

lene must have been upset over the idea that people must 

have hated Jesus so much so that they had to take his 

body out of the tomb and put it somewhere instead of just 

being kept there to be paid respects at a later time when 

they were allowed. In her mind, it was absolutely an in-

sult to injury. 

 

However, the disciples never had a slightest idea what 

was coming. Never did it occur to any of them in their 

minds that Jesus would reveal to them what would be-

come the source of joy and hope for all ages. Yes, the Lord 

would like to take them out of the crashing pain—His 

resurrection would shine to the darkest corners of our 

lives. And now for his disciples, when confusions had 

finally found answers, the empty tomb became a source 

of great consolation.  

Here we will know the difference: For those who do not 

know Christ, the empty tomb would mean the absence of 

God, His inexistence and total disability. But for those who 

are close to Him, the empty tomb was a message of hope—

because when the tomb was found empty, the dead is no 

longer there! He is alive! And now they finally understood 

what Jesus meant when He said that on the third day He will 

rise.  But, let us remember: there was an empty tomb because 

someone was raised from the dead! Not the other way 

around. 

 

The resurrection event was unprecedented! It was NOVEL, a 

totally new reality. Jesus was making a once-and-for-all 

history! But this historical event is something that we all look 

forward to on the last days because we know that 

resurrection is a gift from God to be shared among those 

who faithfully follow and love Him to the end. It’s the most 

incredible of all gifts, because it answers the deepest longing 

of every human soul—to live in the presence of God, to be 

reunited with our loved ones, and to experience the fulness 

of peace and freedom.   

 

Death, diseases, plague, darkness, slavery all things such as 

these, no matter how NOVEL you call them, like the NOVEL 

corona virus, are a thing of the past, already conquered by 

the power of light, healing, and life. Of course, Satan will 

always make new tactics. He can create an impression that 

may deceive us into believing that he is invincible. But we 

already knew the ending! Know that since the event of 

resurrection, Satan has never done something new. Death 

has always been on a losing end in an endless fight. 

 

The Holy Father Pope Francis in one of his Easter addresses 

beautifully tells us this message of hope:   

The Church throughout the world echoes the angel’s 

message to the women. [And I was wondering why to the 

women? The woman was Mary, who was in deep sorrow 

and pain for losing a dear Son. The woman was also Mary 

Magdalene who was crushed for losing someone who truly 

loves, cares, and saves. They were also the women of 

Jerusalem who wept for losing someone who fought for 

their dignity and worth. The ‘women’ is humanity herself 

who is vulnerable to illness, old-age, and all forms of 

atrocities; ‘She’ is humanity preyed to sin and death.] And 

so, to the women, the angel proclaimed these words of 

consolation: “Do not be afraid! I know that you are looking 

for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 

raised… Come, see the place where he lay ( Mt 28:5-6).” 

 

This is the culmination of the Gospel, it is the Good News 

par excellence: Jesus, who was crucified, is risen! And this 

event is the basis of our faith and our hope. If Christ were 

not raised, Christianity would lose its very meaning; the 

whole mission of the Church would lose its impulse, for 

this is the point from which it first set out and continues to 

set out ever anew.  

 

That is why we tell everyone: “Come and see!” In every 

human situation, marked by frailty, sin and death, the 

Good News is no mere matter of words, but a testimony to 

unconditional and faithful love: it is about leaving 

ourselves behind and encountering others, being close to 

those crushed by life’s troubles, sharing with the needy, 

standing at the side of the sick, elderly and the 

outcast… “Come and see!”: Love is more powerful, love 

gives life, love makes hope blossom in the wilderness. 

 

The story of Jesus’s resurrection is the greatest inspirational 

and love story of all time. The best part is: this story has a 

happy ending. And it teaches us two things; good things 

never end and true love never dies. 

 



�

�
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