
 

Newsletter 
February 2020 

Saint Michael Church, Fort Loramie Saints Peter & Paul Church, Newport 

VOCATIONS (Conclusion) 
Continued from Sept. & Nov. 2019 Newsletter, by Father Dan 

Schmitmyer, Archdiocesan Vocation Director 
 

ENCOURAGE SOMEONE TO CONSIDER PRIESTHOOD: One of the most frustrating 
things I experienced in my life before entering the seminary, was having people I knew 
well and strangers come to me after Mass and telling me they thought I would be a 
good priest.  The reason it was frustrating was because I was having those thoughts 
myself, and I didn’t want to become a priest.  Yet those comments over the years 
helped strengthen my resolve when I finally gained the courage to really look at dis-
cernment, the seminary and the priesthood.  Although we may never know the effects 
of our words to someone, I assure you they are effective in helping men discern. 
 
CONTACT FR. STEVE OR MYSELF: If you think you or someone you know may have a 
call to the priesthood, share that information with Fr. Steve or me.  We are happy to 
meet, pray, answer questions, and help a young man and his family discern.  There is 
no pressure to enter seminary and there is no pressure to stay in seminary if someone 
enters.  Instead, we just want to help a young man discover who God wants him to be.  
You can contact me at dschmitmeyer@catholiccincinnati.org 
 
PRAY: We conclude with prayer because that is the most powerful tool God has given 
us.  We ask God to send more men to the seminary to become priests, we pray that 
more people will be open to consecrated life and the diaconate.  We pray that married 
couples, families and single people will joyfully accept their vocations and live them in 
a way that others will be drawn to know Jesus better. 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

Almighty Father, You have created us for 
some definite purpose. Grant us the grace to 
know the path  you have planned for us in 
this life  and to respond with a  generous 

“Yes.”  
 

Make our archdiocese, parishes, homes and 
hearts fruitful ground for Your gift of voca-

tions.  May our young people respond to Your 
call with courage and zeal.  

 

Stir among our men a desire and the strength  

to be good and holy priests. Bless us with 
consecrated religious and those called to a 
chaste single life, permanent deacons, and 
faithful husbands and wives,  who are a sign 

of Christ’s love for His Church.  
 

We commend our prayer for vocations to You,      
Father, through the intercession of Mary our 
Mother, in the Holy Spirit, through Christ our 

Lord.   Amen.  
 

By: Archbishop Dennis Schnurr 
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What’s Been Going On 

After 15 years of hard work and dedication as the Groundskeeper and Sacris-
tan at St. Michael, Karen Zimmerman has left her position. After 15 years, 
Matt Sherman has also given up his position as cemetery sexton. We thank 
you Karen and Matt for all of your years of service and dedication. 

Filling the void left by Karen and Matt are Ted and Jane Bornhosrt. Jane has 
taken on the sacristan and maintenance duties and Ted also covers mainte-
nance and the responsibilities of cemetery Sexton. 

Ted and Jane are long time members of St. Michael parish and have been 
involved in parish ministries most of their adult lives! Jane has taught ele-
mentary religion classes for 29 years and Ted has been involved with Parish 
Council and Building and Grounds Commission for many years. Ted and Jane 
have 5 children and 9 grandchildren with number 10 on the way. Welcome 
Ted and Jane! We are glad to have you on board! 

We welcome George Sholtis, our Pastoral Region’s first Business Manager! George’s 
first day working on staff was January 6, 2020. He has been busy learning and getting 
settled into his new office!  

George was raised in Ashtabula Ohio, graduated from Ohio State University in 1988 
and hired by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources in 1989 as a Park Ranger. 
Assigned to Lake Loramie State Park, He was promoted to Assistant Park Manager in 
1993, then Park Manager in 2000. In Feb of 2012 he was reassigned to Indian Lake 
State Park as the Park Manager. “After 31 years, I left Ohio State Parks to begin my 
current position of Business Manager of the Newport/Fort Loramie Pastoral Region. I 
married Kaye Ruhenkamp in 1994 and together we have 4 children, Carly 22, Tate 21, 
twins Ava and Quinn 16. Hobbies include fishing, hunting and cooking.” 

What does a business manager do? Why do we need a business manager?  

It has been no secret that we are currently suffering through a priest shortage in our Country, and our Archdiocese is no exception. Our 
seminary is currently full of new aspiring priests but it will take years before we really reap the benefits of having these seminarians as 
pastors and leaders in a parish. As we are aware, parishes have been clustered and priests rarely have just one parish to tend to. The de-
mands of overseeing staff members of multiple parishes along with seeing to the Sacramental and ministerial needs of parishioners in 
more than one parish is challenging for one person (even a priest) to accomplish., let alone the building and grounds issues that come into 
play.  

A Business manager has become a new solution for overworked and over extended parish priests. Prior to hiring George, our Pastoral 
Region was one of the few in the Archdiocese to not have a Business Manager on staff. The business manager position aims to alleviate a 
lot of the business responsibilities from the parish priest. While the Business manager takes care of the business end of running multiple 
parishes (paying bills, payroll, overseeing building and grounds projects, attending council/commission meetings) the priest then has 
more time to dedicate to Sacramental and ministerial needs.  Last year our Pastoral Region had 86 Baptisms, 29funerals and 26weddings. 
The reality is Father Steve and Deacon Paul need help doing all that needs to be done! 

After 5 years as head Sacristan Amy Ahrns has stepped 
down. We thank you Amy for your years of dedication to 
Ss. Peter and Paul.! 

Jenny Ferguson was hired as the new head Sacristan at 
Ss. Peter and Paul. Jenny is a life long member of SPP 
where she has been a choir member for more than 20 
years! Jenny is married to Josh and they have a dog Pele! 
Jenny enjoys gardening, quilting, baking, spending time 
with family and friends and playing euchre.   

We welcome you Jenny! Thank you for your commitment 
to the parish! 



 
Page  3 

For  information on up-

coming events please see 

pages  7 & 9 or 

www.nflregion.org 

 

Volunteers from both 
parishes brought choc-
olates, poinsettias and 
holiday cheer to 51 
shut ins and nursing 
home residents. 

 
Junior High & High School 
youth visited homes and resi-
dents in nursing homes of 
those in our parish who may-
be needed a little something 
extra to help them through 
the holiday season. Christmas 
Caroling is a decades long 
tradition in our region! 

A chapel full of items was donated to 5 non-
profit organizations in our area through the 
generosity of those who took part in our Giving 
Tree! Your generosity is very much appreciated! 

56 youth in grades 3-6 sang in the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Choir at 3:30 Mass  at St. 
Michael Church 

Little ones were able come forward 
and receive a gift from Jesus after 
all Christmas Masses! 

Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast meets 

the 1st and 3rd 

Saturday from 8-9 

am at Al’s Place. 

Review the read-

ings for the com-

ing weekend’s 

Mass and enjoy 

the company of 

other Christian 

men! All are wel-

come! 

Some of the at-
tendees of the 
first  “Guy’s Night 
Uptown“ at Al’s 
Place. See page 7 
for additional 
Men’s events on 
our calendar. We 
would love to see 
some new faces at 
our next event! 

48 adults and high school youth from our Pastoral 
Region, Holy Redeemer and St. Denis traveled to 
Washington D.C. for the March for Life. While 
there they also visited the National Cathedral! 

Volunteers labeling bread handed out at 
Thanksgiving Mass! 
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Sister Parish: Unbound Sponsorships 

An update from the catechists in our Sister Parish in El Salvador: 
Virtual Learning Community for Faith Formation El Salvador Up-
date: Thank you to our family at St Michael, Ss. Peter and Paul and 
the community of San Cristobal and the University of Dayton for 
believing in this project. Thank God for allowing us to complete a 
new cycle of learning that will undoubtedly help us continue to 
grow in our faith. We thank our sponsors for making all this possi-
ble, and also the people who believe in us. We're going to continue 
to improve our municipality together.  

 
If interested in sponsoring a catechist from our Sister Parishs’ for-
mal faith formation please contact Deacon Paul Timmerman at 937
-295-2891 ext 107 or pault@nflregion.org 

Contractor designs for the community library in El Salvador 
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Marriages 
  

 St. Michael Church 

        Joel & Julie (Hoying) Hilgefort 

  Scott & Sara (Jewell-Pohlman) Francis 

  Tyler & Hannah (Meyer) Mescher 

 Ss. Peter & Paul Church 

   

Transitions 

Newly Baptized 
 

Ss. Peter & Paul Church 

Wilfred John Bulcher  

 Tony & Jennifer (Garman) Bulcher     

Eli Jacob Paulus 

 Ethan & Hunter (Braun) Paulus 

St. Michael Church 

Ava Rebecca Meinerding 

 Jason & Chelsey (Olberding) Meinerding 

Emmy Rose Rethman 

 Matthew & Sarah (Geise) Rethman 

Lane Charles Robbins 

 Wesley & Brittney (Heitman) Robbins 

Lincoln Louis Kittel 

 Kenneth & Andrea (Householder) Kittel 

Carter Leroy Luthman 

 Nathaniel & Heather (Luebke) Luthman 

Anna Josephine Waterman 

 Garret & Stephanie (Lochtefeld) Waterman 

Brooks Nicholas Hilgefort 

 Joshua & Megan (Fullenkamp) Hilgefort 

Lyla Marie Boerger 

 Mitchell & Allison (Bensman) Boerger 

Bradley Gage and Sadie May Fiessinger 

 Curtis & Maria (Rolsten) Fiessinger 

Owen James Brackman 

 Eric & Kristine (Ehemann) Brackman 

Frank William Hoying 

 Justin & Lauren (Geroski) Hoying 

Charlotte Ruth Brandewie 

 Nathan & Jodi (Zimmerman) Brandewie 

Kaden Christopher Hemmelgarn 

 Benjamin & Krista (Watercutter) Hemmel-

garn 

Beckham Lee Seger 

 Joshua & Lexie (Rindler) Seger 

Maeve Annalise Zircher 

 Nicholas & Sara (Eilerman) Zircher 

John Christopher Branscum 

 Jacob & Colleen (Moloney) Branscum 

  

Welcome, New Members of  
Our Parish Family 

 

 St. Michael Church 
 
 Jacob & Ashleigh Meyer and Family 
 Joshua Goubeaux & Marissa Wuebker 
 and Family 
 Spencer & Amy Wells 
 Craig & Tracy Hall and Family 
 Chad & Katie Zimmerman 
 Damian & Bailey Winner and Family 
 
 Ss. Peter and Paul Church 
 
 Jhon & Haleigh Pangilinan and Family 
 

In Loving Memory 

 

Ss. Peter & Paul Church 

Beatrice M. Barlage 10/5/1927-12/14/2019 

Richie Bruns 11/12/1974-1/1/2020 

St. Michael Church 

Ruth Ann Meyer 7/25/1929-11/16/2019 

Anna Mae Ernst 11/2/1924-12/10/2019 

Luella M. Borchers 2/19/1928-12/18/2019 

Catherine A. Holthaus 10/11/1930-12/20/2019 

Louis W. Drees 7/5/1938-12/30/2019 

Chris E. Hickerson 4/21/1961-1/7/2020 

Kathleen A. Butt 7/17/1955-1/9/2020 
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TOTUS TUUS is a fun and energetic, weeklong, parish-based summer catechetical program for 
youth entering grades 1 through 12. Totus Tuus gathers together college students and 
seminarians, groups them in teams of four and sends them out to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ in various parishes throughout our diocese. 
 
Our Pastoral Region  will be hosting the Totus Tuus program beginning on Sunday evening, June 
28th through Thursday afternoon, July 2nd, 2020.  Our program for this first year will be a four-day 
program as opposed to the normal five-day Vacation Bible  School program. 

The TOTUS TUUS teams, consisting of 6 young women and 6 young men, 
travel throughout the summer and it is our responsibility to provide meals 
and housing for them during their stay. We are seeking family homes as well 
as single adult homes to host team members for the week. Remembering that 
the teams arrive on Saturday afternoon, an evening meal will be required 
either at that night’s host home or via other arrangements.  Breakfast each 
day would most likely be provided at the host homes.   

We are also looking for volunteers to host evening meals for our team 

members.  Meals will need to be served by 5-5:15 on Sunday through 

Wednesday evening If you would like to prepare and deliver a meal instead of 

serving in your home, we can arrange for the meal to be served elsewhere. 

Please contact Deb Ranly if interested in helping accommodate the Team 

Members at 937-295-2179 ext. 114 or debr@nflregion.org. 

TOTUS TUUS  

(LATIN FOR TOTALLY YOURS) 

JUNE 28-JULY 2, 2020 



 

Free Ongoing Events 

Senior Citizens Chair Volleyball 
Thursdays 9a—10:30a | SM Hall 

Senior Citizens  
Strength & Stretch | SM Hall 
Thursdays 10:30a—11:15a  

Senior Citizens Exercise 
Wednesdays 9a-10a | SM Hall 

SVDP Food Pantry Distribution 
3rd Saturday of the Month 
9:30a—1030a | Parish Office Ctr. 

Saint Vincent de Paul Meetings 
7:15p Bruckens | 1st Wednesday  

Soul Core Workout  
Thursdays 7p-8p | Saturdays 8a-9a 
St. Mike’s Place 

Knights of Saint John Meeting 
2nd Thursday of Month | SM Hall 

Mary’s Consecrated Army 
4th Monday | 6:30p—8:30p  
Family Life Center, Newport 

Women’s Faith Sharing Breakfast 
2nd & 4th Saturdays 
Morrie’s (back room) 8a—9:30a 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
Al’s Place | 8a—9a 
1st and 3rd Saturday 
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March 7   Fort Loramie Men’s Conference 

March 8-10  Parish Mission/Fr. Nathan Cromly 6:30-8:30 pm St. Michael Church 

March 11  SPP Family Night 6:30 pm at Ss. Peter and Paul 

March 22  Taize Prayer and Penance Service 6-7:30 at St. Michael Church 

March 25  Solemnity of the Annunciation of Our Lord 

March 11-28  Pictorial Directory Family Photos at St. Michael Hall 

Friday 7  First Friday Communion Service 7:00 am St. Michael Church 

Monday 17  Guys Night Uptown 7:00 pm Al’s Place   

Wednesday 19 Confirmation Rehearsal 7:00 pm St. Michael Church 

Friday 21  Parish Offices Closed –all staff Amazing Parish  Retreat 

Sunday 23  Confirmation Mass-2:30 pm St. Michael Church 

Monday 24  Lighten Up: Fat Monday Women’s Night Out 7:00 pm Al’s Place  

Wednesday 26 Ash Wednesday-Lent Begins 

Save The Date 

March 

April 

February 

Summer 

Save the Date 

 

Taize Prayer and Penance Service 

On Sunday evening, March 22nd, we will be having a Prayer and Penance service from 6-7:30 
pm.  Taize sung prayer will be done during this time and we ask that you come, spend some 
time in prayer and prepare your hearts for penance.  The characteristic of Taize  worship that 
is most prevalent in our worship has been the use of a kind of repetitive prayer set to simple 
musical lines. The use of repetitive prayers is a long attested reality in the history of Chris-
tian spirituality and liturgy (for example, in the Our Father and the Rosary). What is unique 
to the prayer of Taize  is the adaptation of the repetitive form to simple musical lines and core 
biblical texts that can be sung by a whole assembly. The assembly is to immerse itself in the 

simple but profound harmonies and let itself be carried by this sung prayer.  

April 12  Easter 
April 13  Guys Night Uptown 7:00 pm at Al’s Place 
April 19  Divine Mercy Sunday 
  Graduate Recognition Mass at 9:30 at Ss. Peter and Paul 
  SM Eucharist Parent Meeting 1:30-2:30 pm St. Michael Hall 
  Holy Hour with Confession & Benediction 3:00-4:00 pm SMC 
April 20  Lighten Up! Womens Night Out 7:00 pm at Al’s Place   

May 3   First Holy  Communion 9:30 am @ SPP, 2:00 pm @ SM 

June 28-July 2  Totus Tuus 



 

  
This book study continues at 
the Parish Office Center, 
Monday evenings from 7-
8:30.  All are welcome to 
come any week they are 
available. You do not need to 
have been at previous stud-
ies.  

Newport-Ft. Loramie Pastoral Region 
33 Elm Street - PO Box 7 
Ft. Loramie, OH 45845  937-295-2891 
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 5:00p St. Michael 
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 6:30p  St. Michael 
Wed. Thu. Fri. Mass Times 
 8:25a St. Michael 
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Adult Faith Formation Opportunities 

Lighten Up: Fat Monday Women’s Night Out-
Monday February 24, 7 pm at Al’s Place in Fort Lo-
ramie. You've heard of Fat Tuesday (the day before 
Ash Wednesday), well, we're having a Fat Monday 
Women's Night Out. Author/speaker Julia Monnin 
will talk about "How to make the most out of Lent!" 
Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase! 

 Mark Your Calendar! The Next Women’s Night 
Out is scheduled for April 20th. 

Guys Night Uptown (GNU)-Monday February 17, 
7 pm at Al’s Place in Fort Loramie.  Guest speaker 
Tony Bornhorst will be speaking about faith and 
politics. 

Mark Your Calendar for the next GNU which is 
scheduled for Monday, April 13th! 

Upcoming Senior Citizens Events! 

Thurs., March 26 – See Matinee at “The King & I” at 
LaComedia.  Cost is $37.  Leaving at 9:15 am from SM 
and 9:20 am from SPP.  Returning at 4:30 pm. 

Tues., April 21 – 1 ½ hour tour of Versailles Historical 
Museum.  Free.  22-room exhibit including an old jail cell 
and fire display from when the business district burned 
in 1901.  Tour begins at 10 a.m. 
May – tour & lunch at Fairhaven County Home, Fair Rd., 
Sidney.  Exact date & time to be determined. 
Thurs., June 4 – Tour of museum & house, canal boat 
ride & picnic lunch @ Johnson Farm, Piqua.  Tour begins 

at 10 am and we should be headed back at 2 pm.  
Exact dates for some activities will be announced in the 
bulletin & by e-mail to those who enrolled in our senior 
citizen group.  To be added to the group, call Rose Meyer 
@ 295-2891, ext. 106. 

Both Churches in our region are 
equipped with hearing loops. Hear-
ing loops are the internationally ac-
cepted standard for providing hear-
ing accommodation. If you have 
avoided going to Mass because of 
challenges hearing, we encourage 
you to give it another try!  
All are welcome! 

Parish Offices will be closed Fri-

day February 21 for an all staff 

Amazing Parish Retreat. 


