
   

Dear Parishioner: 

 

       The act of praying is an act of humility, which is 

to say, it is an act connected with the TRUTH of who 

we are, and who we are not, as human beings.  We are 

creatures, not the creators, of the world or of 

ourselves. Even our parents, those who “brought us into this world,” 

are not the creators of themselves, but depended on their parents to 

bring them into the world, and therefore they are “co-creators” with 

God of us.  This means that we are not self-sufficient, and as far as our 

period of dependency on parents, it is the longest in the animal 

kingdom.  I recall reading an author who said that the amount of time 

that offspring in the animal world depend on their mother, or parents is 

much less than the period of time in which we are dependent on our 

family.   

 

      If we were self-sufficient we would not need to pray, we would 

only need to use our ever present strength and ability to take care of 

ourselves and make it through life.  The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church teaches that our need to pray is not simply the need that is 

born of need, which is to say, we need to pray not only because at 

times we are in need and have to pray the “gimme prayers” as an aunt 

of mine called them.  On the contrary our need to pray is also a need to 

thank and praise the God who made us, and created us with a “natural 

desire for Himself.”  St. Augustine’s famous line in this regard is 

when he said  to God, “Lord, you have made us for yourselves and our 

hearts are restless until they rest in You.”   
(continued on page 2) 
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       If a person does not feel the need to pray, it is not 

necessarily a story of that person not actually needing it, 

but rather a story of how the world and all the good 

things that God has given us in life can insulate us, and 

give us the impression that we do not need to pray; that 

we are pretty much self-sufficient.  It is also a story of 

what sin and temptation wants to convince us of: that we 

do not need God, and especially that we do not need His 

help to figure out the difference between right and wrong.  

These are the roots of the popular impression, or I might 

call it, wishful thinking, that we do not need God, and the 

related refusal of many men to turn to God and religion 

because it is a sign of weakness, and therefore something 

meant for children and old ladies.      

 

       The seminal thinker and founder of modern 

psychology, Sigmund Freud, believed that religion was a 

symptom of an infantile need for some “Daddy” in our 

lives who can make all the pain and heartache of life 

better; for him, religion is a symptom of our refusal to 

“grow up” and be an adult, and to face life on our own.  I 

believe that the same could be said about the militant 

atheism of the past few centuries: it is a symptom of an 

infantile phase, a.k.a. the “terrible two’s!”  In this phase 

of growing up we are absolutely not going to let anyone 

tell us what we can and can’t do. 

 

      As it is then, prayer is a sign of humility; an 

acknowledgment of the truth about ourselves that we do 

need God, and that we need to praise and thank Him, and 

also need to ask for His help.  A song by John 

Mellencamp has the line, “Sometimes life is too 

ridiculous to live.”  In those kinds of moments, the 

meaning, the rhyme and reason of it all is escaping us and 

so it is yet another moment where we could use God’s 

help, not just in making sense of it, because at times it is 

not always possible, because it feels a lot like that 

moment of Jesus on the cross when he asked, “My God, 

My God, why have you forsaken me?”  In those kinds of 

moments, the “sense” of things is not to be had, but it 

does not prevent us from doing what Christ did: offering 

ourselves to God in an even purer kind of oblation 

because it will be like Christ’s, a response in love to God 

our Father at a time when He feels far away. 

 
Sincerely in Christ,  

 

Fr. Tim Plavac 

     

 

  

 

 

 

Confirmation:  The girls who are attending 

Confirmation preparation sessions will meet this 

Sunday, November 8th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM in the 

Youth Ministry Rooms of the Church.  Candidates 

are asked to return their “Works of Mercy” sheet.  It 

was necessary to reschedule this due to the power 

outage last Sunday.  The boys will meet on 

November 15th. 

 

PSR Classes Resume:  Elementary and Middle 

School/High School PSR classes resume this 

Tuesday, November 10th.  Classes will meet on the 

remaining Tuesdays in November including the 

Tuesday before Thanksgiving. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION and FORMATION 

The latest Shrine Plaque order has been installed 

on the pillar (far left) inside the 

Shrine Area.  If you sent in an 

order after mid-October, it is not 

included in this latest installation 

of plaques. If you have any 

questions, please contact the parish 

office. 

The Friends of Mother Teresa group 

and anyone else who would like to join 

in will meet this Wednesday, 

November 11th at 7:00 PM in the 

Youth Ministry Room.  The group will 

be writing out Christmas cards and 

sending a little Christmas joy to those 

in our area nursing homes. Masks are required and  

social distancing will take place.   
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Do Your Part to Help Prevent the Spread 

of Respiratory Diseases like COVID-19 

 
1. Wash Your Hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. Use a hand sanitizer if 

you don’t have access to soap and 

water. 

2. Stay 6 Feet Apart from other 

people (about 2 arms’ length). 

3. Cover your Cough or Sneeze with a tissue, 

then throw away the tissue and wash your hands.  

If you don’t have a tissue, sneeze or cough into 

the crook of your elbow.  

Food Pantry Update: The Food Pantry wants to 

thank all the volunteers that in the past have helped 

to pack and distribute the Holiday Baskets. We 

regret that a decision has been made to cancel the 

Friday night packing of the food baskets and also the 

Saturday morning distribution by parishioners that 

have helped in the past. Because of the COVID 19 

outbreak and the new State requirements on social 

distancing, we will pack and distribute on a smaller 

scale using our present Pantry volunteers. I know 

that this has been a special event for our Parish for 

many years; however, the health of everyone is our 

priority. Thank you for all of your help in the past, 

and hopefully, we will resume the tradition next 

year. 
 
The Pantry Volunteers 

Helping Hands/Update:  The Angel Tree program 

will not take place in its customary format as has 

been done over the years. Soon 

we will have information to share 

on how we will be adapting this 

Holiday Giving program to meet 

COVID restrictions and safety guidelines. Helping 

Hands and the Food Pantry are grateful for your 

continued generosity during these times. 
 
John Misch 

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Be the Lifeline 

Patients Need. Friday, November 13, 2020 from                 

1:00 PM - 7:00 PM at St. Bede’s 

Father Tulley Center. No walk-ins. 

You must have an appointment. Please 

register, visit RedCrossBlood.org and 

enter sponsor code: St Bede or call                            

1-800-RED-CROSS.  

Make a difference this Holiday: Shop for gifts at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1206374 to generate 

donations for St. Bede             

the Venerable Parish.                         

St. Bede will receive 0.5% 

of your Amazon purchase 

price as a donation just by naming the parish as your 

charitable organization choice. Thanks for your 

support! 

  

Eucharistic Adoration is every Friday 

in the Chapel from 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

Call the parish office to sign up.  

 

Knights of Columbus Annual Breakfast with 

Santa will NOT take place this year 

due to COVID restrictions and safety 

guidelines. We hope to be able to 

return to this tradition next Christmas 

season!   
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BOOK OF INTENTIONS:  You will find our Book of  

Intentions on a special table in the Gathering Space, in  

which you are encouraged to write in prayer intentions  

yourself.  If you are unable to write a name in yourself,  

please  call the Parish Office at 440-257-5544. 
 
Please pray for this members of our parish family:                 

Don and Patty Bellew, Emerich Gartner,  

brother of LaVerne Brizes, and daughter of 

Joyce Lohiser.  
 
Please pray for all those suffering the 

effects of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of                              

Erma Armstrong, Dorothy Ferguson, Scott White,                     

Jim Wozniak, mother of Antoinette Coniglio, Pam Cottos, 

and sister of  Mary E. Gress. 

Stewardship of Treasure 

November 1, 2020 
 

Adult Envelopes (203 envelopes) ............................ $13,026 

Automated Giving  & Online (0 participants) ……………….…$0 

Children’s Envelopes (0 envelopes)……..……………... $0 

HVAC (14 envelopes)……………… ........... …………$520  

Helping Hands (4 envelopes)..…..…………….............$343 

 

               Current                                 Year to Date 
  Actual Break-Even  Actual           Budgeted                                

   $13,026      $9,900              $207,272     $205,516 

30th Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner: 

Thursday, November 26, 2020                  

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Mentor United 

Methodist Church, 8600 Mentor 

Avenue. Meals served as a drive thru 

only in an effort to keep everyone 

safe. Meal delivery is available in 

Lake County to shut-ins. For meal drive thru and 

delivery: Call by Nov. 23rd to reserve a meal. 

Delivery is only in Lake County. Call 440-255-3496 

(9:00 AM - 3:00 PM) or email, info@mentorumc.org 

after hours.  

Divorced or Separated and struggling with the 

holidays? Join us for a special 4-week mini support 

group for those having difficulty 

facing the holidays as a result of 

separation and divorce.  This special 

program is intended to offer 

practical advice on building new 

holiday traditions, identifying and managing the 

emotions of divorce, opening opportunities                          

for growth and new beginnings, and turning a    

corner and facing a new year.  Attend one session, 

all four, or anything in between. We will meet 

Tuesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM, on 

December 1, 8, 15, 2020 and January 5, 2021, at 

St. Noel Church, 35200 Chardon Rd.,            

Willoughby Hills. Register or for more info: call Karen 

@ 440-352-8282 or email:  kjubeck@st-gabriel.org. 

Let Us Together Build Bridges of Peace:  We are 

reminded by Pope Francis that we are 

called to be bridge builders. We can 

help our communities and our country 

heal by building bridges of peace and 

understanding and rejecting the walls of 

hatred and discord.  
 

  "Peace builds bridges, whereas hatred is the 

builder of walls. You must decide, in life: either I 

will make bridges or I will make walls. Walls divide 

and hatred grows: when there is division, hatred 

grows. Bridges unite, and when there is a bridge 

hatred can go away, because I can hear the other and 

speak with the other. When you shake the hand of a 

friend, of a person, you make a human bridge. You 

make a bridge. Instead, when you strike someone, 

when you insult another person, you build a wall. 

Hatred always grows with walls. At times, it may 

happen that you want to make a bridge and you offer 

your hand, but the other party does not take it; these 

are the humiliations that we must suffer in life in 

order to do good. But always make bridges. Then 

you took a risk on the bridge to try again: this is the 

right attitude, always. Is there a difficulty that 

prevents me from doing something? Go back and 

then go ahead, return and move on. This is what we 

must do: make bridges. Do not fall to the ground, do 

not say, 'Oh, I can't', no: always look for a way of 

building bridges. You are there, with your hands, 

make bridges, all of you! Take each other by the 

hand. I want to see lots of human bridges. … This is 

the plan for life: make bridges, human bridges." 
 
Greetings to young Italians in Krakow, Poland, July 28, 2016. 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland - Diocesan Social 

Action Office enewsletter, 10/30/2020. 



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           MENTOR, OHIO                                    PAGE FIVE 

Saturday, November 7, 2020  

4:30 PM  Stanley Baranski by Jim & Irene Baranski  (TP) 
 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 –32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

 9:00AM   Louis & Naomi Skufca/Sophie Marten by Skufca  

      Family (TP)  

11:00AM  Kennedy Shea by Shea Family (TP)      

       

Monday, November 9, 2020 - Dedication of the Lateran 

Basilica 

 9:00 AM  Parishioners of St. Bede the Venerable  (MD) 
 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 - St. Leo the Great 

9:00 AM   Special Intention for John Grabowski by 

Grabowski Family (FP) 
 
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 - St. Martin of Tours  

9:00 AM   Nawalaniec Family by Barb Ulman (MD)  

 

Thursday, November 12, 2020  

 

Friday, November 13, 2020 - St. Frances Xavier 

9:00 AM  Ed & Irene Liggett by Ed & Karen Liggett (TJ) 
 
Saturday, November 14, 2020  

4:30 PM  Carmen Cirota by Rose Cirota  (DS) 
 
Sunday, November 15, 2020 –33rd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

 9:00AM   Harriet Ernst by Mr. & Mrs. Darren Ernst (TP)  

11:00AM  Irene & Bernard Stahl by Sheila Little (TP)     

      

 

 

TP=Fr. Plavac   MD=Fr. Dober    

FP=Fr. Pausche                 DS=Fr. Stavarz  

 

 

Sunday,  November 8, 2020  

9:45-10:45 AM      Blood Pressure Screening (Library) 

3:30 PM        Scout Emblem Program (FTC) 

7:00 PM        Confirmation - Girls (YMR) 

8:00 PM         Mentor Sunday AA (FTC)                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                
Monday, November 9, 2020  

6:45 PM        Women’s Bible Study (YMR)   

7:00 PM        Faith Sharing (Library)  

    

Tuesday, November 10, 2020  
4:15-9:00 PM     PSR (FTC) 

 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 - Veterans’ Day 

 9:45AM - 11:45AM Scripture Sisters (YMR)  

 6:30 PM       Cub Scouts (FTC) 

 7:00 PM       Friends of Mother Teresa (YMR) 

 7:00 PM       RCIA (Library) 

  

Thursday, November 12, 2020  
9:30 AM       Bible Study (Library) 

7:30 PM        K of C Business Meeting (YMR) 

7:30 PM        Scouts 222 & 383 (FTC) 
 
Friday, November 13,  2020  

 9:30 AM - 4:00PM Friday Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel)  

            Contact the Parish Office for a one hour 

            time slot. 

 9:45 AM        Faith Sharing (Library) 

 1:00-7:00 PM    Red Cross Blood Drive (FTC) 
  
Saturday, November 14,  2020  

8:30 AM       Men’s Bible Study (YMR) 

9:00 AM - Noon     Greenhouse/Garden Group (Grounds) 

9:00 AM - Noon      Food Pantry (Reservations only) 
 
Sunday,  November 15, 2020  

7:00 PM        Confirmation - Boys (YMR) 

8:00 PM         Mentor Sunday AA (FTC)                                                                       
 

Readings for the week of November 8, 2020 

 

Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [2b]/1 Thes 4:13-

18 or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13  

Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c

-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 

Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29 

[39a]/Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/Lk 17:20-25 

Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8 

Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 

[cf. 1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 

 

©LPi  

THIS WEEK AT ST. BEDE’S MASS SCHEDULE 

Family Perspectives 

November 8, 2020 – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The parable we read today should be a clarion call 

to “be prepared” for the coming of Jesus at the end 

times. How do we talk about death and grief as a 

family? St. Pauls’ words in the second reading urge 

us to “not grieve like the rest who have no hope.” 

As Christians, we still grieve when a loved one or 

friend dies, even as we hope in the resurrection. 

How does your family help others in the passage of 

grief? 
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