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In appreciation of our blessings
This is a difficult moment in time. Judaism focuses intently
on how important it is to come together to celebrate with
laughter and song, to hold each other when confronted with
sickness and death, and to draw and transmit strength from
being next to each other. But this necessary distancing pulls us
apart.
Social distancing has amplified life’s already complicated
twists and turns. When someone we care about is sick
(irrespective of the illness), has been laid off from work, or is
mourning the loss of a loved one, our new reality prohibits us
from physically holding them close. As the days become weeks,
and now nearly two months, it’s hard to find direction. Without
a firm end date to our separation, it is easy to find ourselves
beginning to drift. The work/school/leisure/life balance is off,
and we find ourselves focusing on what we miss.
But if we are to be true to those very same Jewish values,
we must realize that allowing ourselves to look only backwards
is to leave behind our tradition’s wisdom, for there are a
multitude of blessings.
Evening minyan participation has more than doubled;
Kabbalat Shabbat attendance quintupled; and OT sings “Shavua
Tov” at Havdalah every week. With the extra time, many have
found comfort in quiet personal prayer. Jewish study within OT,
as well as all over the Jewish world, has blossomed. Families
have figured out ways to be together not only for Pesach, but
also for birthdays, Sunday brunch, and Wednesday Happy Hour.
Old friendships have been renewed; fractured relationships have
been healed; and new lines of communication have been formed
and solidified.
Obviously, the pandemic is terrifying and sometimes
tragic. If there is a silver lining, it is that it has helped us find
alternative paths towards sacred living. We have taken so much
for granted, but the beauty of our holy tradition is that it guides
us to identify and appreciate the sparks of holiness in our
amazing world. And it has strengthened our understanding that
our sacred home, Olam Tikvah, is both a powerful center for
Jewish life and, at the same time, much more than a physical
space on Glenbrook Road. It is truly a foundation of our
spiritual lives.
May we continue to be strengthened by this extraordinary
community and our values. We won’t just lament the past.
Together, young and old, we will go forward.

Bivracha—with an appreciation of our blessings,
Rabbi David Kalender

A prayer for healing in the
era of

Covid -19

Mi Shebeirach avoteinu. M’kor habracha
L’imoteinu: May the one who blessed our
patriarchs, Abraham Isaac, and Jacob, and our
matriarchs, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah,
bless and heal our world and all who are ill
at this time of universal need.
May the One who we turn to for the blessings
of life help and sustain us in this pandemic era.
While we are socially distant, may we bolster the
bonds that bring us closer to dear family
and friends.
May the Holy Blessed One overflow
with compassion for all who are ill
and those who are alone, living in fear and
worried about loved ones who are far away.
May we find the reassuring words
and warm embraces to keep our children
emotionally and physically healthy.
May Adonai help us to find strength in our faith,
the words of Torah, and in each other.
May we maintain stability by remembering
the many blessings in our lives.
May the Holy Blessed One bring strength
to our Rabbis, who we turn to for guidance,
and to doctors, nurses and all who are on
the medical front lines.
May the One who watches over all of us help us
to find leaders who are wise and compassionate
as we confront this public health crisis.
Bless all who are desperately in need of healing
and hope with r’fuah sh’leimah.
Adonai, please hear our prayer.
V’nomar, Amen.

Peter Maer
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What’s happening in the Preschool?

We asked Preschool Director Cindi Drake

Each of 3 classes (two 3-year-old groups; one Pre-K)
zooms twice a week, and our two-year-old class zooms
once a week themselves and usually once a week with one
of the three-year-old classes. On Fridays, the entire school
gets together for a zoom Kabbalat Shabbat, and 20-27
of our families attend. We can usually count on Rabbi
Kalender to join us as well. Although our Baby & Me
class is not part of the preschool, they are invited; most
weeks, at least one or two join us.

During Pesach season, there were songs,
crafts and activities for the children to do in
the class or at some other time. You can see
Rabbi Ravski making kosher-for-Passover
matza, which the children were prepared to
do along with him. Some did; some didn’t;
some did it at another time.

Zoom

The children begin their classes with their usual
welcome songs—just as they would do in a brickand-mortar classroom. Teachers read stories, sing
songs and do modified lessons. Interestingly enough,
over the past 6 weeks, the children have settled, in
large measure, into learning in zoom classrooms!

We are now talking about Israel. We have
been following our usual curriculum although in an
obviously abbreviated format.
On non-zoom days, the teachers email videos
of themselves reading stories or singing songs, or
links to a variety of activities for the children.
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Evening Minyan via Zoom

Shiva in the time of Covid 19

Yizkor service at evening Minyan

Elissa Kon

In times of loss, we traditionally pay condolences
through the mitzvah of shiva, providing comfort by
physically being together to alleviate loneliness. Warmth
and compassion can be given and received through
conversation, listening to stories about the deceased,
prayer or just being there, silently. COVID has taken
away our ability to grieve and provide comfort in the
same space. In these times, we are forced to give and
receive comfort in new ways.
Sadly, several members of our community have
George Billinson chants “El Maleh Rachamim”

recently lost loved ones. My mother passed away on April
12, 2020 (not from COVID). We had no shiva, no funeral,

OTRS creates a digital community

Allyson Jacob
When Debra Beland Ackerman gathered the Olam Tikvah
Religious School (OTRS) staff virtually for the first time, she gave
them a single mission: “Create a community.”
“We want kids to see and hear other kids,” Beland Ackerman
explains. “We want our students to have something to look
forward to. We want them to feel that their community is still
there.”
OTRS staff has risen to the challenge
of shifting to an online learning
environment. For two one-hour sessions
on Sundays, students gather in a virtual
waiting room before being safely admitted
to an online learning session. For five
minutes, a rabbi or educator addresses
the entire group, while Beland Ackerman
quickly sorts participants by grade.
With the push of a button, the students in each grade move
mostly seamlessly into smaller group rooms. There, teachers
ask questions, lead discussions, and most importantly, facilitate
interactions that ensure kids feel the presence of their virtual
community.
As with any new technology, there have been a few small
hiccups. One student was sorted into the wrong classroom
because he was signed in under his big brother’s name. Another
student couldn’t join a breakout room because of a rogue pop-up
blocker. Dad was nearby to troubleshoot, and within minutes, she
was in the room.
Beland Ackerman credits the successful transition to online
learning to “parents recognizing that they need to be present, and
not just for the younger kids.” It would be easy for parents to park
their kids in front a screen and use that time to do something else.
But by and large, families are sticking around.
While some students might see online learning as a way to
drop religious studies, Beland Ackerman has found the opposite
to be true. “We’ve added five new students to the 8th grade class,”

no family traveling to be together. I viewed something as
normal as being with my mother in the hospital in her
final hours as a gift that the hospital gave to our family,
as visitors were generally not allowed. The ability to
physically sit by my mom in the hospital, while sad, was
the only bit of normalcy I had, and it gave my family
great comfort to know that she was not alone. This lack of
ritual created a big hole because it not only denied us the
ability to share our grief in the presence of loved ones, it
also denied our community the opportunity to perform
the mitzvah of giving comfort. For this reason, we learned
to grieve in creative ways and to find grace in unexpected
places.
Evening minyan via Zoom has enabled us to
stay connected to the OT community and to perform
important rituals every day. While it is not the same as
being together in our beautiful sanctuary, it has been very
moving to hear and see congregants who have suffered
loss speak of their loved ones. I truly felt the arms of the
OT community around me, remotely, as I talked about
my own mother’s life. It provided me with a sense of
calm and connection that has been missing in this time
of isolation, along with some mild entertainment as we
admire everyone’s COVID hair-dos. My family and I are
so grateful that technology enables us to maintain this
strong connection to OT.
See DIGITAL COMMUNITY, page 8
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Around Olam Tikvah
From Our Hearts
Mazal Tov
We wish a hearty mazal tov to…
Sara & Paul Astrow, on the birth of their granddaughter,
Lilyana Claire Hawkins, to Rachel & James Hawkins
Sara & Brian Binder, on the birth of their daughter, Miriam Leah
Jenna & Saul Dorfman, on the birth of their son,
Killian Lee Dorfman
Leslie Frieden & Seth Feldman, on the Bat Mitzvah
of their daughter, Alicia Feldman
Rhoda & Mark Miller, on the engagement of their daughter,
Ellyn, to Dylan Betman
Susan & Steven Orrin, on the birth of their son, Zachary Michael
Robyn Rose & Ira Robinson, on the Bat Mitzvah
of their daughter, Emilee Robinson
Rivka & Paul Safferson, on the birth of their grandson,
Eli Nathan Safferson, son of Alan & Sally Safferson
Samara & Daniel Schulman, on the naming of their daughter, 		
Eliana
Leslie & Irvin Varkonyi, on the birth of their granddaughter,
Edina Sarah, daughter of Julie & Chris Begani
Condolence
We acknowledge the passing of …
Anne Bender, mother of Stuart Bender
Elaine Garber, mother of Elissa Kon
Steven Kenner, brother of Jane Myers
Annette Natkin
Robert Rosenthal, grandfather of Rabbi Evan Ravski
Rhoda Weiss, mother of Mitchell Weiss
Alan Wulf, brother of Henry Wulf

A Sea of Neon Green
If you peeked into the
pods off the sanctuary before
Purim, you would have seen ‘a
sea of neon green bags’ —600
mishloach manot bags, filled
with goodies.
Approximately 25 volunteers made this all happen.
Several weeks before Purim, some inserted the order forms and
instructions into envelopes to be sent to all congregants. Others, a
few weeks later, inserted the greetings into envelopes and sorted
them by routes. Others labeled and filled the plastic bags with the
hamantaschen. Finally, on March 4, volunteers packed the Purim
bags with goodies such as Halvah and a packet of Ferrero Rocher
hazelnut chocolates.

Kiddush Sponsors
Thank you for your donations to the Kiddush Fund,
in honor of your April and May anniversaries.
April 1-2
Lauren & David Breslaw; Claire & Mark Tanenbaum
April 3-9
Ruth & Ed Diener; Randee & Jerry Markowitz
April 10-16
Anita & Steve Dienstfrey; Marcy & Lawrence Indyk;
Michelle & Paul Nash; Marie & Glenn Taubman
May 1-7
Beth & Daniel Felsen; Sharon & Jerome Vitner (10)
May 8-14
Judith Halpern & David Berkenbilt (35);
Cheryl & Murray Bloom; Malka & Brian Doninger (10);
Martha & Paul Hill; Elaine & Lew Komarow
May 22-28
Judith & Jacob Cabelli; Ilisa & Andrea Calderon;
Leslie Frieden & Seth Feldman (20);
Rhona & Howard Nachman (40); Sandy & Ralph Rosenthal;
Annie & Alan Schwartz (40); Lisa & Tony Simon;
Kitty & Jack Timmes; Amy & Steve Tursky
May29-31
Marian & Ari Diamond-Tapper; Ann & Michael Epstein;
Karen Rabin & Jeff Handler; Rhoda & Mark Miller;
Anjali & Robert Sues
Thank you to Linda Meyer (April),
and Lynne Dubin, Barbara Holleb and Carol Shaman (May)
for making anniversary calls.
The bags and greetings were picked up and delivered by
approximately 50 drivers.
Thank you to everyone who participated in celebrating
Purim.
Thanks to the OT office staff, who helped us continuously,
and all the volunteers who helped us reach our 2020 fundraising
goal. We netted over $25,000!
B’shalom,
		
Joanne Stryer, Anne Kramer, and Brenda Klemow
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Tzedakah

Capital Improvement Fund

IN HONOR OF
50th wedding anniversary of Lynne & Elliott
Dubin, by Carol & Paul Shaman
Engagement of Ellyn Miller to Dylan Betman,
by Hemda & Ira Gold
IN MEMORY OF
Arnie Kaplan, by Lynn Phillips
Constance Kreuter, by Lynn Phillips
Steven Kaplan, by Lynn Phillips

Comfort & Condolence Fund
IN MEMORY OF
Beatrice Owrutzky,
by Michele & Stuart Endick
Harriet Endick, by Michele & Stuart Endick

Dorothy Edison and Alexander Levin
Library Fund
IN HONOR OF

Rabbi Itzhaq M. Klirs Memorial Adult
Education Fund
IN HONOR OF
Diane’s successful surgery, by Joel Miller
IN MEMORY OF
Milton Fort, by Sarah Elpern & Bruce Waxman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
IN HONOR OF
Olam Tikvah, by Roz Sloan & Art Levine
IN MEMORY OF
Andre Rich, by Madeleine Rich
Bernice Kaufman, by Aurora & Gerald Malakoff

Robert Natkin Religious School Fund
IN MEMORY OF
Blossom Silverstein,
by Randee & Jerry Markowitz

Stahl Family Experience Israel Fund
IN HONOR OF

50th wedding anniversary of Lynne & Elliott
Dubin, by Deedy & Ed Eisenson
IN MEMORY OF

Birth of Tali Liv Gold, granddaughter of Hemda
& Ira Gold, by Judy & Stan Schretter

Bertha Levine, by Sharon Krantzman
Blossom Silverstein, by Deedy & Ed Eisenson

IN HONOR OF

Emanuel Passamaneck
Prayer Book/Tallit
IN MEMORY OF
Arnie Hecht, by Donna & Richard Rubino

Gerald Brissman/Lyle Miller/Carol
Samuels Youth & College Fund
IN MEMORY OF
Bessie Marmur, by Sheila Felsen
Julius Marmur, by Sheila Felsen

Jerry Werbel
Memorial Landscape Fund
IN HONOR OF
Marriage of Marc Kaplan to DeeVa Louise
Payne, by Dotty & Al Fuchsman
R’FUAH SH’LAYMAH
Don Sacarob, by Deedy & Ed Eisenson;
Dotty & Al Fuchsman
Norman Polmar, by Deedy & Ed Eisenson

Kitchen Fund
IN HONOR OF
Mark Weber’s Blue Yarmulke honor, by Simcha Catering
IN MEMORY OF
Bernice Kaufman, by the Mah Jongg Group
R’FUAH SH’LAYMAH
Barbara Villarruel: Hoping that now that you’re
back home, your recovery will be much faster,
by Ronnie Rodriguez

Tzedakah Fund
Aufruf and marriage of Marc Kaplan
and DeeVa Louise Payne, by Leona Shoon
Birth of Dov Ilan Brodkey Sharon, grandson of
Florence & Robert Brodkey,
by Clare & Herb Bachner
Birthdays of Avi Shapiro, Devora Shapiro, Ivan
Carrier, Ethan Carrier, and Aria Risling,
by Pearl & Steve Raikin
Libby Saypol, by Rachel & Eric Trest
Mark Weber’s and Irv Varkonyi’s Blue Yarmulke
honors, by Clare & Herb Bachner
Our aliyah on 2-1-2020,
by Sheri & Stuart Fischer
IN MEMORY OF
Abraham Epstein, by Rita & Gideon Frishman
Anna Pollino, by Rebecca Pollino
Arline Stiller, by Carol & Louis Connor
Arnie Hecht, by Margaret & Gregory Musa
Arthur Rubin, by Carol Klevan
Barnet Kaplan, by Bunny Kaplan
Barnett Lifland, by Judy & John Dietrick
Beatrice Cohen, by Donald Cohen
Beatrice Kahn, by Lynn Phillips
Bess Schofer, by Sylvia Ambaruch
Blossom Silverstein, by Judy & Stan Schretter
Carol Bornstein Znilek, by Pearl Raikin
Charles Alexander, by Rachel & Eric Rothberg
Charlotte & Irving Kowaloff, by Alice Marion
Cynthia Eisen, by Brie & Jay Fahrer

David Meir Fishkin, by Elise Fort
Dora Silver, by Barbara & Jim Finkel
Dorothy Shriber, by Betsey, Joe,
Rebecca, and Hannah Goldberg
Edward Blacker,
by Stefanie Schwartz & Daniel Blacker
Eric Kammer, by Traci & Eliot Goldberg
Esther Israel Lifland, by Judy & John Dietrick
Eva Miller, by Joel Miller
Evelyn Vernof, by Karen Gurian
Fani Miller, by Debbie Kirsch
Fannie Laden, by Rachel & Eric Rothberg
Florence & Samuel Lebowitz,
by Stefanie Schwartz & Daniel Blacker
Florence Schlakman,
by Marilyn & David Friedman
Frances & Morris Friedman,
by Marilyn & David Friedman
Frances M. Stein, by Betsy & John MacCarthy
Frieda Alpher, by Rita Glazer
George Walter Jr., by Patricia & Jeffrey Freilich
Hannah Israel Lifland, by Judy & John Dietrick
Harold Shurberg, by David Shurberg
Harry Kaplan, by Sheila Levine
Herb Burstein, by Sharon & Lance Sherry
Hubert Agota, by Randi Huss
Ida Dolinsky, by Jane & Herbert Myers
Ida Huett, by Rita & Gideon Frishman
Ida Stein Laster, by Jerome Stein
Issac Frishman, by Rita & Gideon Frishman
James Alan Sherman, by Julianne E. Sherman
James Way, by Rita Way
Joseph Caplan, by Betsy & John MacCarthy
Joy Rita Baron, by Eileen Leshan
Judith Shaman, by Paul Shaman
Julius Leventhal, by Lynne & Elliott Dubin
Karen Anne MacCarthy,
by Betsy & John MacCarthy
Labe Scheinberg, by Susan Kristol
Leo Driessen, by Paul Driessen
Leonard Israel, by Judy & John Dietrick
Lillian Roberts, by Joan Singer
Louis Rothberg, by Rachel & Eric Rothberg
Louis Tuchman, by Cheryl Bloom
Madeline Feinfeld,
by Stefanie Schwartz & Daniel Blacker
Marian Back, by Judy Back
Marian Kenner, by Jane & Herbert Myers
Martin B. Kahn, by Lynn Phillips
Matthew Rutzick, by Cynthia & Mark Rutzick
Maxine Kaplan, by Sheila Levine
Meyer Tesman, by Barbara & Jim Finkel

Thank you for your donations, which were received by February 28, 2020
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TZEDAKAH, Continued from page 6
Miriam Ginsburg, by Tobey Greenberg
Miriam Reiter, by Rachel & Eric Rothberg
Morris Schneider, by Rho Silberglitt
Nan Wilcox, by Lynn Phillips
Nathan Safferson, by Paul Safferson
Nathan Sklar, by Barbara & Robert Cohen
Nissim Benaim, by Miriam Pinto
Norman Klar, by Lynne & Elliott Dubin
Paul Gerhardt, by Elaine Murray
Paul Korn, by Carol & Louis Connor
Pauline & Hyman Greenberg, by Judy & John Dietrick
Philip Weinstein, by Elaine Murray
Ray Freeman, by Melissa, Bruce, & Corinne Albert
Richard Klayman, by Lisa Simon
Roma Sherry, by Sharon & Lance Sherry
Rosalie Helfant, by Robert Helfant
Rosamond Cobert, by Tamara & Edward Faggen

Rose Goldgell, by Marsha Feldman
Rose Greenberg Lifland & Carl Lifland, by Judy & John Dietrick
Ruth Sholtz Riskind, by John Riskind
Sam Eder, by Lilly & Stuart Eder
Samuel Goldgell, by Marsha Feldman
Sarah & Jay Golub, by Judith Halpern & David Berkenbilt
Sigmund Korn, by Carol & Louis Connor
Steven Kowaloff, by Alice Marion
Sue Criswell-Hudak, by Cheryl Bloom
Sylvia Finkel, by Barbara & Jim Finkel
Tevis Freeman, by Shana Singerman
Tillie Murray, by Elaine Murray
Vivian Friedman, by Michael Friedman
Yetta Cooper, by Ilka Shore-Cooper & Fred Cooper
Zoltan Czitrom, by Irvin Varkonyi
R’FUAH SH’LAYMAH
Deedy Eisenson, by Judy & John Dietrick

OT Chorale, Fine Arts, and Social Action Committee
contributions are listed in the Tzedakah Fund.
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DIGITAL COMMUNITY, From page 3
she says. “Parents want their kids to… feel connected.”
A big part of Tuesday afternoons at OTRS involves self-paced
Hebrew: flexible, small-group instruction to help students become
more confident reading, speaking, and praying in Hebrew. The
transition to online groups has been smooth, Beland Ackerman
says. OTRS is using Shalom Learning, a curriculum designed for
distance learning. Staff use the program with ease—annotating
screens, assigning work to students, and muting the class when
necessary.
Beland Ackerman is proud of the way the OTRS staff has
pulled together and shifted to digital environments. “Teachers have
been helping teachers. They practice sharing screens. If one can’t
get the audio in a video to play, another one knows how to do it
and demonstrates.”
For teachers who are already comfortable in an online
environment, virtual classes provide an opportunity to spread their
wings. A pair of educators charged with teaching Jewish history
created a virtual bulletin board full of historic images. The visual
representation is engaging and sparks students’ curiosity about
historical conditions and events.
Despite the overwhelming success of virtual classes, Beland
Ackerman knows that certain programs simply can’t be replaced.
Fifth-grade students usually spend this time working on the
Torah service, using the sanctuary as a learning lab. Fourth-grade

students typically learn about lifecycle events and participate in a
mock wedding. Third-grade students celebrate Kabbalat Siddur.
And sixth-grade students spend several weeks in the spring learning
about the Holocaust.
“That’s by design,” she explains. “In public school, students
usually learn about World War II in the second quarter of seventh
grade. We want them to learn about the Holocaust from us first.”
Those in-classroom experiences can’t and shouldn’t be replicated online. Instead, Beland Ackerman is looking for ways to
incorporate those topics into next year’s curriculum. Next year’s
seventh-grade students will learn about the Shoah alongside their
sixth-grade peers, at the beginning of the year.
Instead of studying genocide, current sixth-grade students are
focusing on a much happier topic: becoming b’nei mitzvah. “They
have obligations to complete mitzvot” during their B’nei Mitzvah
year,” Beland Ackerman explains. “We’re asking them to consider
how they can fulfill those mitzvot now. There are still things to do.”

Upcoming Events in the Era of COVID-19
Please keep in touch
Read our daily emails,
and follow us at

www.olamtikvah.org

Phone or email us to convey

or if you need specific information.

until we can meet again in person,
Self-paced learning pages

see you on

ZOOM!

