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Parish Membership 

Membership includes active 
participation in the sacramental life 
of the Church, involvement in the 
activities of the faith community 
and financial support of the parish. 
New members are welcome to 
register by calling the parish office. 

“Hosanna to the Son of David;   
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord;  
hosanna in the highest.” 

And when he entered Jerusalem  
the whole city was shaken and asked,  

“Who is this?”  And the crowds replied, 
“This is Jesus the prophet,  
from Nazareth in Galilee.”  

Matthew 21:9-11 
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A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY - By now, the 
enormity of what we are facing has become very real.  As I 
write this, the directive has been given that physical  
distancing is to continue until the end of April.  There is no 
longer a chance that we will fill Immaculate Conception 
Church for Easter Sunday Masses.   
The priests of our diocese were instructed on March 23 to 
dramatically scale back the liturgies of Holy Week and the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum.  No foot washing, no Eucharistic 
procession, no Altar of Repose, no veneration of the Cross 
on Good Friday, no new fire, nor baptisms at the Easter 
Vigil.   
I am sure what is troubling many of you is there no  
opportunity for confession this Lent.   
Let me quote from the memo we received from the  
Chancery of the Diocese of Erie explaining the directive 
from the Holy See decreed by Pope Francis and published 
on March 19, 2020, by the Congregation for Divine  
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments: 
 
FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT GET TO CONFESSION    
“Recognizing that for many people, it is impossible to get 
to confession to obtain sacramental absolution, the Holy 
See reminds us that those individuals can still obtain the 
forgiveness of sins, even mortal sins, through an ‘act of 
perfect contrition’.  
· This consists of a prayer expressing a sincere request 

for forgiveness motivated by the love of God above all 
things, accompanied by a firm resolve to go to  
confession to obtain sacramental absolution as soon as 
possible (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1452). 

· Note: Imperfect contrition is that motivated by fear of 
hell; perfect contrition is that motivated by love of 
God. 

· The prayer called for in this case is an ‘act of perfect 
contrition’, not a “perfect act of contrition’ as is  
sometimes mistakenly expressed.” (Bold emphasis, 
above, is mine.) 

As we enter into this Holy Week I invite you to meditate on 
the “Act of Contrition” your children and grandchildren 
have learned:  
 

My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong, 
And failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you  
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more,  
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy.  
 

Be assured of my prayers for you and your family as Holy 
Week unfolds amid the tragedy and uncertainty of the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  I will be offering the Triduum  
liturgies and the Mass on Easter Sunday for you and those 
you love.  

Palms 
Paul Turner 

 

   The Catholic faithful use palm branches at Mass on Palm 
Sunday and bring them home for devotional  
purposes. Palm Sunday is the popular name for the Sunday 
before Easter, though its full title is Palm Sunday of the 
Lord’s Passion. Two Gospel passages are proclaimed at 
Mass that day: One tells of people waving branches or 
spreading cloaks to welcome Jesus in triumph to Jerusalem, 
and the other tells of his passion and death. 
   Any branches may be used in the liturgy, but parishes 
usually provide palm branches, as mentioned in John’s  
gospel (12:13). The faithful hold them at the beginning of 
the Mass for the blessing and procession. 
   After Mass, people may bring the branches home as a 
sacramental. Various customs have developed. Some place 
branches behind a wall-mounted crucifix or other religious 
image.  Others cleverly fold them into crosses. Still others 
incorporate blessed branches into improvised prayers for 
protection during harmful weather. 
   Used palm branches are burned the following year, and 
the ashes are placed on the heads of the faithful on Ash 
Wednesday. Some parishes burn their own ashes. People 
who wish to dispose of old palm branches may offer them 
back for burning or dispose of them at home in some  
reverent manner. 
   Palm branches appear in religious art as a symbol of  
martyrdom. In the Book of Revelation (7:9), a great  
multitude praises God with palm branches in hand. In the 
apocryphal gospel of pseudo-Matthew (20-21), a palm tree 
miraculously bends over to nourish the Holy Family on the 
flight into Egypt, and an angel plants one of its branches in 
paradise, making the palm a sign of victory in any contest. 
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LIGHTER SIDE —  Home in Heaven 
A pastor and a taxi driver both died and went to heaven. 
Saint Peter was at the pearly gates waiting for them. 
“Come with me,” said St. Peter to the taxi driver. 
The taxi driver did as he was told and followed St. Peter to 
a mansion. It had everything you could imagine, from a 
bowling alley to an Olympic-sized swimming pool. 
“Wow, thank you,” said the taxi driver. 
Next, St. Peter led the pastor to a rugged old shack with a 
bunk bed and a little old television set. 
“Wait, I think you are a little mixed up,” said the pastor. 
“Shouldn’t I be the one who gets the mansion? After all, I 
was a pastor, went to church every day, and preached God’s 
word.” 
“Yes, that’s true,” said St. Peter. “But during your sermons, 
people slept. When the taxi driver drove, everyone prayed.” 
©LPi 



PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD APRIL 5, 2020 

Monday, April 6 - Monday of Holy Week 
  Bessi and Beeze Hartle (Father Tom Hartle) 
Tuesday, April 7 - Tuesday of Holy Week 
  Jim Kerle (Joe and Sandy Amato) 
Wednesday, April 8 - Wednesday of Holy Week 
  Guy W. Hassan (Father Monty) 
Thursday, April 9 - Holy Thursday 
  Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
  For the People 
Friday, April 10  - Friday of the Passion of the 

Lord (Good Friday) 
Saturday, April 11  - Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 
  For the People 
Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of 

the Lord 
8:30 a.m. For the People 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS — Donald Kahle  
  (Kahle Family) 

Readings for the week of  April 5, 2020 
Monday:  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and  
 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday:  Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and  
 33-34 [14c]/Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday:  Chrism Mass:  Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9 
 /Ps 89:21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
 Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  
 Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc,  
 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday:  Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 
  [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 
Saturday:  Vigil:  Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 
 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7,  
 12-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 
 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1 
 /Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14 
 /Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11 
 /Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4 
 /Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28 
 /Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd,  
 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a] 
 /Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 
Next Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,  
 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8 
 /Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 

Question of the Week for Faith Sharing  
Obedience and Humility 
Jesus emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:7–8) 
Þ Adults: We are called to die to ourselves in love for  

others. How do you live that in your own life? 
Þ Kids: How do you allow Jesus to live in your heart? 

Envelopes $ 3,080.00  
Monthly 225.00 
Easter Flowers 90.00 
Rice Bowl 50.00 
TOTAL $ 3,445.00  

THIS WEEK’S TECH TIP FROM THE 
PARISH TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE  
Computer security awareness training 
Cybercriminals hope to profit from your 
COVID-19 fears. Be cautious of email  
containing COVID-19 updates. Check the 
sender's email address against your contact 
list to make sure it is accurate. Hover over 

any links the email is encouraging you to visit to make sure 
the web address is recognizable. If you are still not sure of 
the email’s legitimacy, contact the person or entity by using 
official contact information only. Do not use contact  
information provided in the potentially fraudulent email. 
Or, just delete the email. To learn more about scammers 
exploiting the COVID-19 pandemic, visit the Diocese of 
Erie’s website at https://www.eriercd.org/ and click the 
MyDioErie portal button at the bottom of the page. In the 
“Everyone” heading, you will find a link for Computer  
Security Awareness Training. 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
Question: Why do Catholics make the sign of 
the cross? 
Answer: The sign of the cross is a devotional 
practice that dates back to the first Apostles. 
When making the sign of the cross, we remember Jesus 
Christ who died for us and also bear witness to the fact that 
we belong to him and are called to share the Good News to 
all the world. At our Baptism, we were signed with a cross 
and marked for Christ. That mark remains on us throughout 
the entirety of our lives. We remind ourselves of that mark 
every time we make the same gesture over our bodies. We 
also remind ourselves that to be a Christian means we are to 
“put on Christ” and be Christ for a world that needs to 
know him. In a way, this devotional gesture covers us with 
Christ so that others may see him in us. 
Catholics are not the only ones who make the sign of the 
cross. Orthodox, Lutheran, and Anglicans are examples of 
other Christians who maintain this same ancient tradition. 
©LPi 

Offertory for 
March 22, 2020 



Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

 2-D-3-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1155

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064	E.	Main	Street	Clarion,	PA	16214

Visit	our	website
	www.thearcclarion.org	for	details

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

 PJ Defelice

 electrical

 contracting

PJ Defelice
Electrician

pjdefelice.electrical@gmail.com
(814) 227-4665
Shippenville, PA

Q Nails & Spa
Full Service Nail Care

814.226.5100
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
Mon - Sat: 10AM - 9PM

Sun 12PM - 5PM
2263 Route 68, Suite 360

Clarion, PA 16214

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

 Jay Kumar
 Owner

Eagle Park Apartments
Proudly serving Clarion University students & local professionals since 1999

301 Grand Avenue, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-4300 | www.eagle-park.com | info@eagle-park.net

Call for current rental availability!

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Expires 06/30/20

Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Egg McMuffin”
(Buy one, get one FREE)


