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      As I was visiting parishioners via the wellness phone 
calls, a Summer Bible School ditty came to mind.  

“The Church is not a building.   
The Church is not a steeple.  

The Church is not a resting place.  
The Church is the people.”   

    There will be a Himalayan-size learning curve in using 
new tools and in facing restrictions in being Church.  But 
it was in low tech phone calls that I witnessed the Church. 
Whether it was Mickey picking purple flowers to grace 
her Marian statue, Nancy and Steve praying daily the  
Divine Mercy Chaplet, Donna and Don celebrating their 
50th wedding anniversary by praying to Our Blessed 
Mother, Debbie asking for prayers for her dad and  
husband, Vera and Nancy stitching  masks to be given 
away, or Dave helping to prepare daily meals for students, 
there was Church. We are disconnected physically, but 
Our Lord brings us together in a real way. We are Church. 
We are not alone. 
    If you have visited the Campus Ministry House, you 
are fully aware that music is part of the environment. 
Thank you, Alexa. The Billy Joel song, “We Didn’t Start 
the Fire” has been playing in my mind, but with pandemic 
focused words in the lyrics. The lyrics now include Tiger 
King, Zoom Fatigue, PPE, Corona Class, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, COVID Toes, and social dislocation.  I cannot omit 
in the lyrics Pope Francis Urbi et Orbi blessing on March 
27. We are Church. We are not alone. 
    My reflections are being drafted on the Fourth Sunday 
of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday. How many times have 
conversations started with, “I just want to know—when I 
can go back to work? /when I can be with my faith  
family? /when I can have my hair cut? /when will I not be 
afraid? “/ or just fill in the blank. We are plagued with the 
desire to know what is ahead. In the Gospel reading, the 
Good Shepherd reminds us that His sheep know His voice 
and follow him—without a bevy of questions. They know 
who is leading them, untroubled by the unknown because 
they are not alone. Mother Mary, Simon Peter, the  
Centurion, Abraham, Moses, and the trio of Shadrach,  
Meshach, and Abed-Nego are models of those who knew 
who was leading them, which gave them enough to know 
what to do. We are Church. We are not alone. 
    Courageous. Confident. Clarion. is the  
tagline for Clarion University. Courageous comes from 
the Latin word for heart or whole heartedness. Confident 
has Latin roots in “con” “fidere” which means to believe 
or trust in another. During this pandemic, I have  
witnessed parishioners who are  

Courageous.  Confident. Catholic.  
With their hearts they trust the voice of the Good  
Shepherd. They are Church. They are not alone. 
    On the next page is a prayer that I have been sharing 
with students and prayer partners. It was composed by 
Kerry Weber, Executive Editor of the magazine America.   
    Oh, by the way, wash your hands and fold them in 
prayer. 
Pax, 
Ann Enderle Liska 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY – I am going to 
do something next Sunday that I have wanted to do for a 
very long time.   I am going to celebrate the Mass for the 
Ascension of the Lord on a Sunday!  “Happy Ascension 
Thursday Sunday”, one web-punster quipped. 
   For all Catholics, that day marks the bodily ascension of 
Jesus into heaven and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  It joins 
all the other holy days of obligation – and every Sunday of 
the year – and all classified Solemnities: the Nativity of 
Christ, the Epiphany, the Ascension, the Body and Blood of 
Christ, Holy Mary the Mother of God, her Immaculate 
Conception, her Assumption, Saint Joseph, Ss. Peter and 
Paul, Apostles, and All Saints (Code of Canon Law #1246).  
Note that not all of the universal holy days are observed in 
the U.S.    
   Historically, the feast was celebrated on Thursday.  The 
Acts of the Apostles tells of Jesus appearing to his  
followers for forty days after his resurrection (Acts 1:3).  
The 40th day after Easter Sunday will always be a  
Thursday, so from very early on, the Church celebrated 
Christ’s Ascension on Thursday. 
   But most Catholic’s in the U.S. will join us in observing 
the Lord’s Ascension next Sunday—also reckoned the 7th 
Sunday of Easter.  Why did it change?  In recent decades, 
attendance at Ascension Thursday Masses plummeted.  
Consequently, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
petitioned the Holy See to transfer the day in accord with 
Canon Law: “With the prior approval of the Apostolic See, 
however, the conference of bishops can suppress some of 
the holy days of obligation or transfer them to a  
Sunday” (Code of Canon Law #1246).  
   Who decides to move it or leave it alone?  The decision to 
move the celebration of the Ascension of the Lord from 
Thursday to the 7th Sunday of Easter is up to the  
ecclesiastical province.  An ecclesiastical province is a 
large archdiocese and other dioceses that are bound to it 
through geography or history.  In the Latin Rite—and that’s 
technically what we are, Latin Rite Catholics—there is  
typically one ecclesiastical province per state.  Hence, the 
Diocese of Erie, Pennsylvania is part of the Philadelphia 
province.  
   All ecclesiastical provinces in the U.S. have transferred 
the celebration of the Ascension to Sunday except Boston, 
Hartford, New York, Newark, Philadelphia, and Omaha 
(emphasis added).  Other countries including Canada,  
Australia, Ireland, England and Wales have obtained  
permission to move the Ascension to Sunday. 
   So, when you tune in to Mass on Sunday, May 24—
Memorial Day weekend—you will be professing your  
belief in one of the central mysteries of faith: He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
   This Easter season I have invited the parish staff to write 
about their experience of the current pandemic, sharing 
their insights about working from home during  the "stay at 
home" order.  Ann Liska is this week’s guest columnist. 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 17, 2020 

Monday, May 18 - Saint John  I, Pope 
  David Ganoe (Gayle Ganoe) 
Tuesday, May 19 
  Gene Griebel (Sandy and Ray Bell) 
Wednesday, May 20 - Saint Bernardine of Siena 
  Dennis Kidney (Carol Truscott) 
Thursday, May 21 - THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
  St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions 
  Deceased Members of Clark and Mohney  
  Families (Jane Mohney and Family) 
Friday, May 22 - Saint Rita of Cascia 
  Special Intention of Regional Healthcare 
  Providers, Law Enforcement Officials,  
  First Responders, and All Essential Workers 
Saturday, May 23 
  Wendy Sayers (Father Monty Sayers) 
Sunday, May 24 - The Ascension of the Lord / Seventh 

Sunday of Easter 
  For the People 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS — Bill and Millie Schmader 

and Charles and Ruth Beichner  
  (Chuck and Karla Beichner) 

Readings for the week of  May 17, 2020 
Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and  
 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c] 
 /Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 
 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b] 
 /Jn 16:16-20 
 Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6] 
 /Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a] 
 /Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7,  
 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
 7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4,  
 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

Envelopes $ 8,947.00  
Monthly 1,240.00 
Good Shepherd 825.00 
TOTAL $ 11,012.00 

Offertory 
May 3, 2020 
Thank You! 

(Online giving totaled $558.71) 

RE-EMERGING FROM THE PANDEMIC WITH... 
 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS — 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
School is still taking applications for 
the 2020-21 school year.  Since day 
one, teachers, students, and parents 
have been hard at work continuing 
education throughout the COVID-

19 pandemic.  We are happy to share that our Preschool 
and Kindergarten classes are both almost full, and we are 
currently accepting students in grades 1-6. You can access 
the applications at www.icclarionschool.org or by  
contacting Dawn Miller at dmiller@clarionichawks.net for 
an application to be sent to you or to talk about transferring 
your student . 

The Coronavirus Prayer 
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages  
curing every disease and illness. At your command, the 
sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst 
of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may  
experience your healing love. 
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. 
Heal us from our fears, which prevent nations from  
working together and neighbors from helping one another. 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim  
invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. Jesus 
Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of  
uncertainty and sorrow. 
Be with those who have died from the virus. May they 
rest at peace with you in eternal peace. 
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. 
As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and 
despair. May they know your peace. 
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers, and all medical 
professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and 
who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know 
your protection and peace. 
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight 
to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of 
the people they are meant to serve. Give them the will to 
help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they 
know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on 
earth. 
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many 
people suffering from this illness or only a few, Jesus 
Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and 
prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.  
Jesus Christ, heal us.  AMEN. 

 



Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

 2-D-3-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1155

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064	E.	Main	Street	Clarion,	PA	16214

Visit	our	website
	www.thearcclarion.org	for	details

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

 PJ Defelice

 electrical

 contracting

PJ Defelice
Electrician

pjdefelice.electrical@gmail.com
(814) 227-4665
Shippenville, PA

Q Nails & Spa
Full Service Nail Care

814.226.5100
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
Mon - Sat: 10AM - 9PM

Sun 12PM - 5PM
2263 Route 68, Suite 360

Clarion, PA 16214

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

 Jay Kumar
 Owner

Eagle Park Apartments
Proudly serving Clarion University students & local professionals since 1999

301 Grand Avenue, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-4300 | www.eagle-park.com | info@eagle-park.net

Call for current rental availability!

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Expires 06/30/20

Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Egg McMuffin”
(Buy one, get one FREE)


