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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH (www.icclarion.org) CLARION, PA 

Prayer has always been an important aspect of my life. This 
has never been truer than during the last few months since 
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. One meaningful 
prayer for me, I learned years ago. When I was in  
elementary school, during the first two weeks of summer 
vacation, our parish would have an additional 2 weeks of 
religious education. Two religious sisters would plan,  
develop, and lead the program. Many lessons that the  
sisters taught still resonate with me today. One lesson I 
learned was a simple prayer in the morning asking God to 
make me the best person I could be to help love and serve 
others. This prayer has become a part of my morning ritual 
since then. Today, it has developed into being the best 
mom, daughter, grandmother, sister, friend, and  
administrator that I can be to help those in my life. Since 
the closure of schools, churches, and businesses, this prayer 
has taken on additional meaning to me. For both my  
personal life and professional, I contemplated how to help 
those I love and serve in this time of need.  
 
I feel very fortunate to have a strong, close relationship 
with my family. My sister and I were able to quickly  
develop additional precautions to meet the needs of my 
mother. My youngest daughter and I both began working 
from home. She works from the living room whereas I took 
up my office from my kitchen. The best part has been our 
lunch breaks that we share together.  My oldest daughter 
shares daily pictures and videos of my grandsons so I can 
stay in touch with the boys.  The greatest hardship for our 
family is staying apart, especially not getting together every 
Sunday for our weekly gathering. However, we quickly 
began making more phone calls to one another, and as 
many others discovered, the convenience of zoom  
meetings. During our conversations, I  noticed we were not 
distracted by the business our normal lives demand. We 
were not paying attention to our cell phones, or busy with 
other tasks but vested into the conversation.  Even though 
we were not meeting in person, our connections have  
become even deeper.  
 
The portion of my morning prayer that I asked for greater 
guidance has been that of the role of an administrator. How 
during this pandemic can I serve the students, parents and 
teachers of the school in the best way? This is a daunting 
task for me and recalling another lesson I learned from the 
sisters during summer religion education, has provided 
guidance. The sisters taught us about the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-
23). Like with my morning prayer, these attributes are  
integral to my daily life and ones which I aspire in serving 
others.  Throughout the closure of school, I have been 
blessed to have witnessed these fruits among our  
community. From the start, the faculty and staff have been 
kind and patient in transitioning to a remote learning plan. 
We have learned new platforms for instructing our students 
and supporting our parents. Likewise, the faithfulness and 
patience of our parents during such times with added stress 
factors, they had to find the time to balance being the  
teacher’s assistant in the instruction of daily lessons and 
(Continued next page) 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY – Just when I 
thought people would drive me out of my mind with their… 
[Stop, Monty.  Take a breath.  Count to 10.  That’s it.  Now, 
say the “Serenity Prayer”]…  Let’s just say I needed a 
change in perspective.    
I want to thank Patty Rapp who forwarded this email to me 
last Monday.  I think you’ll thank her, too, after you read 
this.  The author is, as far as I can determine, unknown. 
 
“We think COVID-19 is so bad.  Perspective is important.  
Makes you appreciate what our parents and their parents 
went through! 
It’s a mess out there now.  Hard to discern between what’s a 
real threat and what is just simple panic and hysteria.  For a 
small amount of perspective at this moment, imagine you 
were born in 1900. 
On your 14th birthday, World War I starts, and ends on your 
18th birthday.  Twenty-two million people perish in that 
war.  Later in the year, a Spanish Flu epidemic hits the  
planet and runs until your 20th birthday.  50 million people 
die from it in those two years.  Yes, 50 million. 
On your 29th birthday, the Great Depression begins.  Unem-
ployment hits 25%, the World GDP drops 27%.  That runs 
until you are 33.  The country nearly collapses along with 
the world economy. 
When you turn 39, World War II starts.  You aren’t even 
over the hill yet.  And don’t try to catch your breath.  On 
your 41st birthday, the United States is fully pulled into 
WWII.  Between your 39th and 45th birthday, 75 million 
people perish in the war. 
Smallpox was epidemic until you were in your 40’s, and it 
killed 300 million people during your lifetime. 
At 50, the Korean War starts.  5 million perish.  From your 
birth, until you are 55 you dealt with the fear of Polio  
epidemics each summer.  You experience friends and family 
contracting polio and being paralyzed and/or dying. 
At 55, the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 20 
years.  4 million people perish in that conflict.  During the 
Cold War, you lived each day with the fear of nuclear  
annihilation.  On your 62nd birthday you have the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War.  Life on our 
planet, as we know it, almost ended. When you turn 75, the 
Vietnam War finally ends. 
Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900.  How did 
they endure all of that? When you were a kid in 1985, you 
didn’t think your 85-year-old grandparent understood how 
hard school was.  Or how mean that kid in your class 
was.  Yet they survived through everything listed above.   
Perspective is an amazing art. Refined and enlightening as 
time goes on.  Let’s try and keep things in  
perspective.  Your parents and/or grandparents were called 
to endure all of the above – you are called to stay home and 
sit on your couch.  Buckle up, Junior!” 
 
 
   This Easter season I have invited the parish staff to write 
about their experience of the current pandemic, sharing their 
insights about working from home during  the "stay at 
home" order.  Lori Cratty is this week’s guest columnist. 



THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD  MAY 24, 2020 

Monday, May 25 - Saint Bede the Venerable,  
  Saint Gregory VII (Pope), and 
  Saint Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi 
  SSgt. Patrick Griffin, Jr.  
  (Gary and Sue Wolbert) 
Tuesday, May 26 - Saint Philip Neri 
  Frank and Linda Wolbert  
  (Nancy and Frank Wolbert) 
Wednesday, May 27 - Saint Augustine of Canterbury 
  Martha Kerle (John and Kate Kerle) 
Thursday, May 28 
  Special Intention of Regional Healthcare 
  Providers, Law Enforcement Officials,  
  First Responders, and All Essential Workers 
Friday, May 29 - Saint Paul IV (Pope) 
  John and Helen Stahlman (Estate) 
Saturday, May 30 
  Bea Ausel (Estate) 
Sunday, May 31 - Pentecost Sunday 
  For the People 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS — Dawn and Dennis Kidney 

(Virginia Martin) 

Readings for the week of  May 24, 2020 
Monday:  Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a] 
 /Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday:  Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a] 
 /Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday:  Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a,  
 35bc-36ab [33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday:  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8,  
 9-10, 11 [1]/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a] 
 /Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday:  Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 
 7 [cf. 7b]/Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday:  Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28,  
 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39.  
 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31,  
 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23 

Envelopes $ 9,296.00  
Loose 2.00 
Monthly 1,740.00 
Good Shepherd 386.00 
Ascension 288.00 
Votive 114.55 
TOTAL $ 11,826.55 

Offertory 
May 10, 2020 
Thank You! 

(Online giving totaled $119.22) 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS — 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
School is still taking applications for 
the 2020-21 school year.  Since day 
one, teachers, students, and parents 
have been hard at work continuing 
education throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We are happy to share that our Preschool and 
Kindergarten classes are both almost full, and we are cur-
rently accepting students in grades 1-6. You can access the 
applications at www.icclarionschool.org or by contacting 
Dawn Miller at dmiller@clarionichawks.net for an  
application to be sent to you or to talk about transferring 
your student . 

Addition to the Prayer List: 
   Amy Beichner 

Happy Memorial Day 

 

activities. From day one of the closure, our school has 
maintained a close connection with our families. Daily 
emails, along with weekly phones calls, and multiple zoom 
meetings have helped to bridge the gap of separation. In the 
past 8 weeks, the connections among our Immaculate  
Conception Parish School family has not widened, but as in 
my personal life, these connections have taken on a deeper 
meaning.  
 
Our faith and spirit is paramount and the foundation in our 
mission to serving one another. This could not be truer in 
my experiences during this period of time and is evident in 
our approach to overcoming our current challenges. 
Through prayer and with love, joy, and peace, I seek to be 
the best to serve others. Matthew Kelly stated, “We all need 
people in our lives who raise our standards, remind us of 
our essential purpose, and challenge us to become the-best-
version-of-ourselves.” I feel blessed to be a part of  
Immaculate Conception Parish and to be surrounded by the 
best of people. 
 
~Lori Cratty 

A PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY - Offer this prayer 
at a family event or when you visit the graves of your loved 
ones.  Don’t forget that Memorial Day is, first and  
foremost, a day to honor our Nation’s war dead. 
 
Let us remember those who have died in defense of our  
Nation and for those who suffer most from war: the  
homeless, the orphaned, the hungry, and the innocent… 
Almighty God and Father, by the mystery of the cross, you 
have made us strong; by the sacrament of the resurrection 
you have sealed us as your own. Look kindly upon your 
servants, now freed from the bonds of mortality, and count 
them among your saints in heaven. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  Let perpetual light 
shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.                                                                  



Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

 2-D-3-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1155

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064	E.	Main	Street	Clarion,	PA	16214

Visit	our	website
	www.thearcclarion.org	for	details

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

 PJ Defelice

 electrical

 contracting

PJ Defelice
Electrician

pjdefelice.electrical@gmail.com
(814) 227-4665
Shippenville, PA

Q Nails & Spa
Full Service Nail Care

814.226.5100
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
Mon - Sat: 10AM - 9PM

Sun 12PM - 5PM
2263 Route 68, Suite 360

Clarion, PA 16214

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

 Jay Kumar
 Owner

Eagle Park Apartments
Proudly serving Clarion University students & local professionals since 1999

301 Grand Avenue, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-4300 | www.eagle-park.com | info@eagle-park.net

Call for current rental availability!

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Expires 06/30/20

Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Egg McMuffin”
(Buy one, get one FREE)


