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Ann Enderle Liska  
Director of Campus Ministry 

ael726@hotmail.com 
 

Catholic Rural Ministry 
Sister Tina Geiger, RSM 

Sister Marian Wehler, OSB 
677-2032 

 
Parish Membership 

Membership includes active 
participation in the sacramental life 
of the Church, involvement in the 
activities of the faith community 
and financial support of the parish. 
New members are welcome to 
register by calling the parish office. 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH (www.icclarion.org) CLARION, PA 
A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY –  
A Back to School Edition 
I wrote this column for the Sunday bulletin in 2008.  I am 
reprinting it today because it fits in so well with the all the 
uncertainty facing us at the beginning of this academic year 
at our parish school, in our local school districts and on 
campus.    
Based on an article by Tom McGrath, author of Raising 
Faith Filled Kids, it offers parents a way to help their kids 
make Faith Formation a priority by giving them the gift of 
“the habit of praying throughout the day.”  Here are some of 
his suggestions: 
1. Start the day with prayer.  McGrath suggests the old 

bedroom slippers under the bed reminder to start the day 
on your knees with a prayer offering the whole day to 
God. 

2. Give a minute to prayer in the car.  When you start 
the engine, say a quick prayer.  His family says the 
Prayer of Saint Francis when they buckle-up.  (I keep a 
Rosary in my car to use for meditation when I am  
driving.) 

3. Keep special intentions in mind.  He recommends 
writing your family’s prayer requests on a wipe-off 
board.   Why not post the “Parish Prayer List” on your 
fridge or bulletin board and pray the “Parish Prayer” at 
least once a week?  Why not use the “Coming Back to 
School” Faith@Home activity on the parish web-site? 
Search on-line for prayers that will help your family 
during the Coronavirus pandemic, the ongoing  
economic uncertainty and the presidential campaign 
season. 

4. Pray at every meal.  Tom McGrath says it best: “Never 
let a meal begin without at least a moment of thanks to 
the one who provides all that we need.” 

5. Pray when people or events upset you.  A quick 
“Lord, save me!” (Matthew 14:30) or “Lord, help 
me.” (Matthew 15:25) is all you need. 

One last thought for today.  I find consolation in a passage 
from Romans.  Saint Paul is describing how he deals with 
difficult people, the kind one of my friends describes as “the 
rumor-makers, the pot-stirrers, the people with narrow  
horizons and pinched-in personalities”!  Saint Paul’s  
advice?  “I urge you brothers and sisters, to watch out for 
those who create dissensions and obstacles, in opposition to 
the teaching that you learned; avoid them.  For such people 
do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ but their own appetites, 
and by fair and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of 
the innocent.  For while your obedience is known to all, so 
that I rejoice over you, I want you to be wise as to what is 
good, and simple as to what is evil; then the God of peace 
will quickly crush Satan under your feet.  The grace of our 
Lord Jesus be with you” (Romans 16:17-20). 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will 
never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and 
souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life 
had a more innocent quality to it, we believed what we 
were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence 
otherwise. This was especially true if the information came 
from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more 
gullible on one hand but also more trusting on the other. 
The latter is an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded 
when we realize we have been duped. With education and 
technological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical 
and less likely to too quickly accept and believe what we 
see and hear. 
For all of the good that social media can do, it can also  
easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad  
other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make 
even the non-existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do 
we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? 
Questioning and doubting are healthy elements of any good 
relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us away 
from a deeper experience of love and encounter. If we  
cannot get our minds around something or empirically  
justify or prove it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or 
unauthentic and walk away. The very same trust that can 
quickly be eroded is exactly what is essential for all of our 
relationships, especially our relationship with God. With all 
things and people that make a profound claim on us, we 
have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full  
self-investment involves plunging completely into the  
unknown! 
Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is 
not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he shared 
with Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and through 
that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that 
this is who Jesus really is. The silent exchange of love  
between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the 
mind, brought Peter to this place. When we stop and think 
about it, there are many things in life that we simply know 
but do not completely understand. When someone  
sacrifices their own well-being for another, it may not make 
intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of 
sense when it is carried out. The vastness of reality and an 
encounter with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to  
profound silence where we simply know something to be 
true. Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship 
with God to bring you to this place or are you still too  
skeptical?  ©LPi 

NEXT SUNDAY – Father Monty’s homily will be based 
on Chapter 14 of Dr. Timothy P. O’Malley’s book BORED 
AGAIN CATHOLIC: How the Mass Could Save Your 
Life - “The Universal Prayer”. 

FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR are given to the Glory of 
God and in memory of Sam Griebel from Jane Griebel and 
family. 



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 23, 2020 

Monday, August 24 - Saint Bartholomew 
12:10 p.m. Anastasia Osterried (Family) 
Tuesday, August 25 - Saint Louis and 
  Saint Joseph Calasanz 
12:10 p.m. John and Helen Stahlman (Estate) 
Wednesday, August 26 
———  NO MASS  ——— 
Thursday, August 27 - Saint Monica 
12:10 p.m. Linda Campbell (Rosemary Nachtwey) 
Friday, August 28 - Saint Augustine 
12:10 p.m. Mary Selker (Nancy Zdeb) 
Saturday, August 29 - The Passion of  
  Saint John the Baptist 
4:00 p.m. For the People 
Sunday, August 30 - Twenty-second Sunday  
  in Ordinary Time 
8:30 a.m. My Parents (Father Monty) 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS —  Louise Schmader (Estate) 
11:00 a.m. Larry Pierucci (Tina Knight) 

Readings for the week of  August 23, 2020 
Monday:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12] 
 /Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b] 
 /Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5 [1] 
 /Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [1] 
 /Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11 [5] 
 /Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab and 
 17 [cf. 15ab]/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday:  Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b] 
 /Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

Question of  the Week for Faith Sharing  
Representatives of  Christ 

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”  (Matthew 16:15-16) 

» Adults: If you were asked, how would you explain Jesus 
to a person who had not heard of him? 
» Kids:  Who do you tell people Jesus is? 

HOME VISITS - With first Friday communion 
calls suspended for the foreseeable future, the only 
way for the sick, the homebound, those preparing 

for surgery or those not ready to return to Sunday Mass to 
receive the Sacraments is to call Father Monty (226-8433 
Ext. 102) to schedule a pastoral home visit.  

Envelopes $ 15,711.00 
Loose 1,147.00 
Monthly 3,350.00 
TOTAL  $ 20,208.00  

Offertory  August 2 and August 9,  2020 
Thank You! 

WELCOME BACK! In this time of 
shifting plans and dreams, know that we 
at Campus Ministry/CU Catholic are a 
constant in your lives. We are a constant 
in prayer and in conviction to answer 
Jesus' question, "Who do you say I am?" 
Again, welcome and check us out on  
Facebook and Instagram. 

 
THE OFFICERS ARE...  

Congratulations to the new officers of CU Catholic: 
Brianna "Bri" Thompson - President 

                     Lexi Lorenz - Vice President 
Ryanna "Ry" McCann - Recording Secretary 

Dr. Jacqueline Knaust  - Advisor 
Mrs. Lynne Lander Fleisher - Advisor 

 
2021 PTO Lottery Calendars 
Immaculate Conception PTO 
Lottery Calendars for 2021 will 

be available soon.  If you would like 
to request certain numbers or order 
calendars, please contact  
Stella Miller at (814)226-7935 or 
email tootsey58@yahoo.com  by  
September 15, 2020. 
 

THE CHOICE OF STEWARDSHIP —   
What does it mean to be a good steward? 
Does it mean to be an active parishioner, or 
something more? Are we better stewards  
because we give more in terms of our  
money and time to our parish, or are we 
called to do even more than that? 
The truth is that stewardship is a way of life. We are not 
simply called to be active parishioners, but instead be active 
disciples all the time. In fact, what we learn to do in our 
parish should serve as preparation for the mission field of 
the world. What have we really done if we only act like  
disciples of Jesus Christ while we are assembled with others 
who claim to be the same? 
The choice before us is to give of ourselves in all aspects of 
our day and life. The call of Jesus will come in our  
everyday lives with our co-workers, family, and friends 
more often than it will within our parish community. First, 
if we can’t become good stewards when we are among 
those who proclaim Jesus as Lord, how will we be able to 
do so when we are with those who are non-believers?  
Second, when our muscles of gratitude, generosity, and  
graciousness are strengthened within our parish community, 
we are more able to meet the challenges of this world.  
However, we do not become good stewards by accident. 
We must always choose to live this way. What will you 
choose?  – Tracy Earl Welliver  ©LPi 



Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

 2-D-3-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1155

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064	E.	Main	Street	Clarion,	PA	16214

Visit	our	website
	www.thearcclarion.org	for	details

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

 PJ Defelice

 electrical

 contracting

PJ Defelice
Electrician

pjdefelice.electrical@gmail.com
(814) 227-4665
Shippenville, PA

Q Nails & Spa
Full Service Nail Care

814.226.5100
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
Mon - Sat: 10AM - 9PM

Sun 12PM - 5PM
2263 Route 68, Suite 360

Clarion, PA 16214

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

 Jay Kumar
 Owner

Eagle Park Apartments
Proudly serving Clarion University students & local professionals since 1999

301 Grand Avenue, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-4300 | www.eagle-park.com | info@eagle-park.net

Call for current rental availability!

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Expires 09/30/20
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Premium Buttermilk 
Crispy Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”
(Buy one, get one FREE)


