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IMMACULATE!CONCEPTION!
PARISH!

Inviting—Uniting—Igniting 
720!Liberty!Street!!

Clarion,!Pennsylvania!!16214!
Mass!Schedule!

Saturday!Evening!-!4:00!p.m.!
Sunday!Morning!-!8:30!and!11:00!a.m.!
Holy!Days!-!8:30!a.m.!and!7:00!p.m.!!

Weekdays!-!Consult!the!bulletin!or!phone!the!parish!o"ce!
Church & School: 814-226-8433 

 
Parish Staff 

The Very Reverend  
B. LaMounte Sayers, VF 

Pastor  
montysayers@hotmail.com 

 
Kim Kroh 

Business Manager 
KimKroh@comcast.net 

 
Theresa McMillen 

Parish Liturgical Coordinator 
tmcmillen1@comcast.net 

 
Teresa Frederick 

Faith Formation Director 
tdfrederick@comcast.net 

 
Linda Summerville 

Adult Faith Formation Director 
linda.summerville62@gmail.com 

 
Lori Cratty 
Principal 

lcratty@clarionichawks.net 
 

Connie Eisenman 
Office Coordinator 

ceisenman@clarionichawks.net 
 
 

Parish Membership 
Membership includes active 
participation in the sacramental life 
of the Church, involvement in the 
activities of the faith community 
and financial support of the parish. 
New members are welcome to 
register by calling the parish office. 

 Hope is a foundation for our belief that Jesus is coming 
into our hearts and the world. This first week of Advent 

prepares us to be people of hope and believe that  
darkness will not prevail, but the light of the world,  

Jesus Christ, will overcome it. 

O God, Who is, Who was, and Who is to come, This 
year we are “Praying the Pews” at Immaculate  
Conception Parish.  Many of our pews are empty 
now due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  We pray for 
our family and our favorite pew.  We pray for other 

families who sit there, and for the parishioners and visitors who sit 
near us. 
Father, this week make us a sign of HOPE! 
Jesus, we pray for the day when our pews will be filled again.  Help 
us prepare for your coming to us in the Eucharist, at Bethlehem, and 
when you come again in glory. 
Holy Spirit, thank you for Inviting ~ Uniting ~ Igniting us to be Hope, 
Peace, Love and Joy to the World.  Amen. 

HOPE 
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A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY –   The annual 
Saint Andrew Christmas Novena begins Monday.  It is 
often called the "Christmas Novena" because the prayer is 
recited 15 times every day from the Feast of Saint Andrew 
the Apostle—November 30—until Christmas Eve.   
A novena is typically a nine-day prayer for a specific  
intention, like a novena to the Sacred Heart, Saint Joseph or 
Saint Jude.  The Church’s original novena is the nine-day 
period that occurred between Jesus’ Ascension and the  
descent of the Holy Spirit on Mary and the disciples as  
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4).  
The term, however, can be used for any prayer that is  
repeated over a series of days. 
The Saint Andrew Christmas Novena is not addressed to 
Saint Andrew but to God, asking Him to grant our request 
in the honor of the birth of His Son at Christmas.  You can 
recite the prayer all at once—15 repetitions—or divide it up 
during the day.  This novena is a good spiritual practice 
during the pandemic and a way to be “Praying the Pews” 
this Advent.  

HOME VISITS - With first Friday communion calls  
suspended for the foreseeable future, the only way for the 
sick, the homebound, those preparing for surgery or those 
not ready to return to Sunday Mass to receive the  
Sacraments is to call Father Monty (226-8433 Ext. 102) to 
schedule a pastoral home visit.  

ABOUT THE GOSPEL:  No one knows when Jesus will 
come back, but we know we will see him face-to-face 
someday.  As we eagerly await Christmas and the  
celebration of Jesus’ birth, we remember that we should 
always be waiting for Jesus 
Life Question: What are you doing to help give birth to 
peace? 
Gospel Question: At what doorways are you watching for 
God to come? 

LITTLE BLUE BOOKS — Because of COVID-
19, the Little Blue Books for Advent will not be 
available in the church.  You may, however, still 
get one by ordering directly from the website at 
littlebooks.org.  They are available in paper and 
ebook formats. You can also get all the seasonal 

books on the Little Books app available for iOS and  
Android devices. To learn more about the app, go to  
littlebooks.org/app  

Saint Andrew Christmas Novena 
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son 
of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at  
midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour, 
vouchsafe, O my God! to hear my prayer and grant my  
desires, through the merits of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and of His Blessed Mother.  Amen. 

FIRST WEDNESDAY MASS – On  
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. a 
Mass will be offered for the happy repose of the 
souls of all Fatalities of the Covid-19 Pandemic.  

EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION –  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will follow 
the 12:10 p.m. Mass on December 4, the first  
Friday of the month.  Adoration will continue all 
afternoon and conclude with Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 5:30 p.m. 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE is scheduled for the 
following dates in December (or by appointment):  
· Wednesday, December 2 after the 5:30 p.m.  Mass 
· Thursday, December 3 after the 8:30 a.m. Mass 
· Saturday, December 5 at 3:00 p.m. 
· Saturday, December 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
· Saturday, December 19 at 3:00 p.m. 
On Saturday afternoons, you must be present by 3:00 for 
instruction about celebrating the sacrament at Immaculate 
Conception.  If you arrive after 3:00 p.m. you will have to 
return on the next scheduled date.  

GOSPEL MEDITATION - You are at the eye doctor and 
it’s time for the peripheral vision test. You know the one. 
It’s where you put your head up to a contraption and have 
to click a switch every time you see a squiggly line. If you 
don’t concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you will miss 
them and skew the outcome of the test. You can easily find 
yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t accurate! Concen-
tration and focus are key to succeeding with this evaluation. 
They are also key to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual 
life. If we do not bring our full consciousness to the task, 
concentrate with all our might, be watchful and vigilant, we 
are not going to see God’s loving presence flashing before 
our eyes! 
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily 
get distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial things 
and lose touch with what really matters. Our attentions 
wander. We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed 
and tired. All of the stresses and demands of life consume 
us and we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up 
rather than relishing the moment of the now. “Now”  
moments are so fleeting. They flash before us like those 
squiggly lines on a screen. Present moments go as quickly 
as they come but it is important to discover them and rest in 
them as often as we can. Though gone in a flash, these now 
moments of encounter with God teach powerful lessons and 
offer a grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. 
It’s the grace of Advent to become watchful and attentive 
because we are never sure when God will surprise us. 
God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now 
moments of surprises come as tender instants of intimate 
connection where I find profound peace, experience joy, 
and rest in love. These are Advent times reflective of the 
now moments when Christ first was born, when God  
surprises us during every time we care to watch and when 
the great surprise of Christ’s second coming dawns upon us 
all. But, to discover the grandeur and experience the awe of 
these now times, we have to be ready. We have to want to 
be there. We have to believe. And, we have to have the  
desire to soak in as much as we can in the time we have 
before us.     ©LPi 



THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

Readings for the week of  November 29, 2020 
Monday:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7] 
 /Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd] 
 /Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21,  
 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4,  
 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12,  
 13-14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

Monday, November 30 - Saint Andrew 
12:10 p.m. Linda Campbell (Carol and Don Lyndon) 
Tuesday, December 1 
8:30 a.m. Leo Curran and Deceased Family Members 

(Kathryn Curran) 
Wednesday, December 2 
5:30 p.m. Fatalities of the Covid-19 Pandemic 
Thursday, December 3 - Saint Francis Xavier 
8:30 a.m. Craig Beary (Jim and Mary Lou Delaney) 
Friday, December 4 - Saint John Damascene 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 Mass 
Adoration throughout the afternoon 

Concluding with Benediction at 5:30 p.m. 
12:10 p.m. Ron Heasley (Vicki Ferringer) 
Saturday, December 5 
4:00 p.m. Jesse Copenhaver (Ron Magness) 
Sunday, December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Darl Keister (Teri Keister) 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS — Rita and Frank Kiser 

(Miller, Smith and Falkinburg Families) 
11:00 a.m. For the People 

Envelopes $ 5,769.00  
Loose 161.00 
Flowers 154.00 
Votive 215.50 
TOTAL $ 6,299.50 

Offertory  Nov. 15,  2020  
Thank You! 

FOOD PANTRY – Please continue 
to support Immaculate Conception 
Parish and School as we collect 
items for the food pantry sponsored 
by Community Action.  

For the month of December, we are asking for 
donations of Canned Fruit and Canned Meat.  
Other non-perishable food items are always  
needed. Please place your donated items in the 
containers in the lobby of the Church. Thanks! 

iGIVECATHOLIC — Immaculate Conception Parish and 
School will both be participating in #iGIVECATHOLIC for 
the next few days.  
“Giving Tuesday” is this Tuesday, December 1st.  You may 
donate online by searching the profiles for Immaculate 
Conception Parish and Immaculate Conception Parish 
School at  
https://erie.igivecatholic.org/ 
Please consider helping us reach our goals: 
For the Parish - raise funds to purchase defibrillators for 
Our Lady of Clarion Center and the Parish Event Center. 
For IC School - raise money for the School Endowment 
Fund which provides for operating expenses and tuition 
assistance for our parish school. 

HISTORY OF THE ADVENT WREATH — Advent is a 
time of preparation and hope, a season full of rich tradition. A 
common tradition during this season is the Advent wreath. At 
your local parish, and perhaps in your own home, the wreath is a 
reminder of the light of Christ. Each week that the candles are lit, 
we are reminded that the Christmas season is approaching and 
we should prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. But do you 
know the history behind the Advent wreath? 
We can trace the origins of the Advent wreath back to pagan  
tradition. Pre-Christian Germanic people lit candles and placed 
them in wreaths during the darkest days of winter as a sign of 
hope for the light that would come with Spring time. Throughout 
history, the use of the wreath was adopted by Christians 
(probably during the Middle Ages) as a way to prepare for the 
light Christ brings during the Christmas season. 
The Advent wreath is wrapped in rich symbolism. The wreath 
itself is shaped in a circle, a reminder of the eternal existence of 
God. The evergreen branches that circle many wreathes remind 
us that we look forward to an eternal life with Christ. Holly 
leaves, which have a distinct pointed look, remind us of the 
crown of thorns from Christ’s passion. Red berries bring to mind 
the blood of Christ. 
According to tradition, the Advent candles themselves also have 
a variety of meanings. Some traditions hold that there are four 
candles to represent the 4,000 years between the time of Adam 
and Eve and the birth of Jesus. Another tradition states that the 
first candle reminds us of the message of the patriarchs, the  
second calls to mind the prophets, the third symbolizes the call of 
John the Baptist, and the fourth represents Mary’s role in  
Salvation history. 
The colors also hold special meaning. The purple colored candles 
remind us that Advent is a time of sacrifice and preparation. The 
pink candle is lit on the third week in Advent to remind us of the 
joy Christ brings when He returns. 
By Chloe Langr at  www.EpicPew.com 
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 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

Q Nails & Spa
Full Service Nail Care

814.226.5100
Walk-ins Welcome

Gift Certificates Available
Mon - Sat: 10AM - 9PM

Sun 12PM - 5PM
2263 Route 68, Suite 360

Clarion, PA 16214

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

“We’re here to Serve You.”

Since 1976
Greg Smathers- Parishioner

Daily Specials- Catering
HOURS 

Mon-Sat. 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p
sweetbasilcatering15@

yahoo.com
814-226-7013

Expires 12/31/20

Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Egg McMuffin”
(Buy one, get one FREE)

Trusted. Respected. Recommended.

Serving Clarion, Forest, Venango 
& parts of Jefferson Co. Since 1992. 

538 South Street, Clarion

814-226-4400

Operated by Northwest Pa Crematory

Dan Shingledecker Funeral Director
Rick Goble Supervisor

814-226-7730
330 Wood Street, Clarion

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064 E. Main Street Clarion, PA 16214

Visit our website
 www.thearcclarion.org for details

Come Hungry, Leave Happy!

Buy 2 Sandwiches, Get $4 OFF 
513 Main Street, Clarion

814-223-4687

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

 Jay Kumar
 Owner

Eagle Park Apartments
Proudly serving Clarion University students & local professionals since 1999

301 Grand Avenue, Clarion, PA 16214
814-226-4300 | www.eagle-park.com | info@eagle-park.net

Call for current rental availability!
HELP YOU FIND 

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Michael A Patton, Michael A Patton, 
Financial PlannerFinancial Planner

ParishionerParishioner

Patton Financial Advising 
• INVESTMENT ADVISORY

• RETIREMENT INCOME
• MEDICARE PLANNING & IRA ROLLOVERS

 51 N. 4th Ave., Clarion, PA 16214

Tel: (814) 226-9400

 Securities offered through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services offered  through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Cetera entities are 

under separate ownership from any other entity.

PJ Defelice
Electrician

pjdefelice.electrical@gmail.com
(814) 227-4665
Shippenville, PA

PJ Defelice

electrical

contracting

 Robert V. Burns Funeral Home
R.V. Burns Crematorium, Inc.

814-226-6300 
rvburnsfuneralhome.com

“A True Family Business”
Roland V. Burns, FD  Alissa Jo Burns, FD

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Singles, 
6 & 12-Packs 

and, of course, CASES
9 North 4th Ave., Clarion

814-226-7031

Merry 
Christmas
During this
holiday season.
We wish you all 
the best.


