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Faith Formation Director 
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Adult Faith Formation Director 
linda.summerville62@gmail.com 

 
Lori Cratty 
Principal 
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Parish Membership 
Membership includes active 

participation in the sacramental life 
of the Church, involvement in the 
activities of the faith community 

and financial support of the parish. 
New members are welcome to 

register by calling the parish office. 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH (www.icclarion.org) CLARION, PA 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR FAITH SHARING  
Key Passage:  The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told 
him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, 
"Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a 
while."  (Mark 6:30–31a) 
Question for Adults:  What do you do to rest so that you 
can return to work refreshed? 
Question for Kids:  When will you take time to stop and 
pray this week? 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY –  
Year of Saint Joseph: A Creatively Courageous Father 
In Patrus Corde (With a Father’s Love: December 2020), 
Pope Francis writes: “If the first stage of all true interior 
healing is to accept our personal history and embrace even 
the things in life that we did not choose, we must now add 
another important element: creative courage.  This emerges 
especially in the way we deal with difficulties. In the face of 
difficulty, we can either give up and walk away, or  
somehow engage with it. At times, difficulties bring out 
resources we did not even think we had…God acted by 
trusting in Joseph’s creative courage.  Arriving in  
Bethlehem and finding no lodging where Mary could give 
birth, Joseph took a stable and, as best he could, turned it 
into a welcoming home for the Son of God come into the 
world (cf. Lk 2:6-7). Faced with imminent danger from 
Herod, who wanted to kill the child, Joseph was warned 
once again in a dream to protect the child, and rose in the 
middle of the night to prepare the flight into Egypt 
(cf. Mt 2:13-14)…God always finds a way to carry out his 
saving plan. So too, our lives may at times seem to be at the 
mercy of the powerful, but the Gospel shows us what 
counts. God always finds a way to save us, provided we 
show the same creative courage as the carpenter of  
Nazareth, who was able to turn a problem into a possibility 
by trusting always in divine providence. 
If at times God seems not to help us, surely this does not 
mean that we have been abandoned, but instead are being 
trusted to plan, to be creative, and to find solutions  
ourselves” [5]. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC -  
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
Have you been thinking about becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church? Do you 
know someone who has expressed an  
interest in becoming Catholic? 

Inquiry sessions will begin Sunday, August 1, from 9:30 to 
10:45 am. Bi-weekly sessions are planned.  
On August 1, we will provide an overview of the program 
and answer your questions.  
For more information, email Linda Summerville at 
linda.summerville62@gmail.com. 

DIOCESE INTRODUCES RE-MEMBERING OUR 
SUNDAY STORY -  
The Faith Formation and Communications offices of the 
Diocese of Erie have spent months coordinating an  
initiative to ensure that people feel welcome as they return 
to public worship. Over the next six months, Re-Membering 
Our Sunday Story will provide parishes with an array of 
resources, from prayer cards and bulletin announcements to 
social media posts and a pastoral letter from Bishop  
Lawrence Persico.  All materials are part of an effort to 
make sure the return to parish life is transformative. A story 
about the effort can be found at:  www.nwpaCatholic.com 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR this 
Sunday are given to the Glory of God and in 
memory of deceased loved ones by Pat and 
Regis Walters on this, their Fiftieth Wedding 
Anniversary.    

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND  
ELDERLY - Pope Francis has established the World Day 

for Grandparents and the Elderly, to 
be held each year on the fourth  
Sunday of July. This date was  
chosen because it is close to the feast 
day of Ss. Joachim and Anne, the  
grandparents of Jesus. In 2021, the 
first World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly is Sunday, July 25. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP —
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  
ORDINARY MOMENTS 
The Steward’s Work Is Never Done 
Woe to the shepherds who mislead 
and scatter the flock! When you hear 
these strong words from the Old  
Testament, you’re probably thinking, 

thank goodness I don’t have any sheep — dodged that  
bullet. Nobody misled here! No flock scattered on my 
watch! However, we are all shepherds of a kind, called to 
tend our own sheep: our families, our parishes, our  
communities. 
But it’s exhausting. Don’t we all sometimes just want to 
take a break from being a steward? The excuses are so  
familiar: we’re tired, we’ve done enough, we’ve given all 
we can, what more does the parish (or my spouse, or my 
kids, or my boss, or my friends, or my community) want? 
We give ourselves permission to be selfish. So, what if the 
flock scatters just a little? 
Jesus gets that. We can just imagine him weary with  
exhaustion, can’t we? We see him on his boat, attempting 
to sneak away for a quick break — maybe just a chance to 
eat a bite of food in peace. He is God, but he was still  
human, after all. Even the most dedicated shepherds need 
to sleep. But people couldn’t leave him alone. They were 
hungry for him. They needed what he could offer, and they 
needed it now. 
As tough as it is, that’s the example we are tasked with  
imitating. Everyday Stewardship demands accountability. 
It demands our showing up even when we are tired. It  
demands that we look at our lives, our time, our energies, 
our talents, our hearts, our bank accounts and think: where 
do I still have more to give? 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 18, 2021 

Monday, July 19 through Thursday, July22 
———  NO DAILY MASS  ——— 
Friday, July 23 - Saint Bridget 
  Saint Mary Magdalene (Observed)  
8:30 a.m. Peach Clark (Jeanette Ellis) 
Saturday, July 24 - Saint Sharbel Makhlūf 
4:00 p.m. Dennis and Dawn Kidney (Maribeth Kidney) 
Sunday, July 25 -  
  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 a.m. For the People 
8:30 a.m.  RADIO MASS—John and Helen Stahlman 

(Estate) 

Offertory July 3 - 4, 2021 July 7 - 18, 2021 
Envelopes $ 8,872.00 $ 5,902.00 
Loose 296.00 342.00 
Monthly 2,975.00 615.00 
Peter’s Pence  117.50 
TOTAL $ 12,143.00 $ 6,976.50 

Additions to the Prayer List: 
Dave MacKinlay  
Virginia Conrad 

AUTUMN LEAF FESTIVAL — 
Immaculate Conception will once 
again host the annual ALF Craft 
Show on October 8th. If you are 
interested in being a vendor at the 
show or have any questions, email 

Jason and Amanda Lewis at jasonfloydlewis@hotmail.com 
or Sara Patton at sjsp112@gmail.com.  You can print a 
copy of the vendor contract from the parish website. 

Readings for the week of  July 18, 2021 
Monday:  Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc,-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b] 
 /Mt 12:38-42 
Tuesday:  Ex 14:21—15:1/Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17 [1b] 
 /Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday:  Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 
 27-28 [24b]/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6,  
 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Friday:  Ex 20:1-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [cf. Jn 6:68c] 
 /Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday:  Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 [14a] 
 /Mt 13:24-30 
Next Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16,  
 17-18 [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

Online Giving = $1,527.58 

MONEY COUNTERS — Teams will begin counting on 
Monday, August 9, starting with Team 1. 

ST. MARY MAGDALENE — She was the 
first recorded witness to the resurrection of 
Jesus, His most ardent and loving follower. 
She had stood with Mary at the foot of the 
Cross on that brutal Good Friday afternoon 
and had been by the side of Mary during 

these difficult hours. On Easter morning, she went with the 
other women to the tomb and it was there, in the garden 
near the tomb, that Jesus appeared to her. It was she who 
brought the news of the Resurrection to the Apostles, and 
Peter and John raced to the tomb to see what had happened. 
She was from Magadala, a small fishing town on the Sea of 
Galilee, between Capernaum and Tiberias. She was known 
to be a "great sinner," a woman of the streets who heard 
Jesus speak of the mercy and forgiveness of God and 
changed her life completely. Her matter-of-fact witness to 
the Resurrection moved Peter and John to go and see for 
themselves: "I have seen the Lord and these things he said 
to me." Jesus had chosen her to bring the news to them and 
she simply told them what had happened. 
She has always been the example of great love and great 
forgiveness, one of those close to Jesus who grasped the 
truth of God's love for human beings and spent her life 
bearing witness to that love. 
Excerpted from The One Year Book of Saints by Rev. Clifford Stevens 

THE KINDERGARTENER 
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as the 
children drew pictures. The teacher would occasionally 
walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she  
approached one little girl who was working especially hard, 
she asked what the drawing was. 
The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually knows 
what God looks like.” 
Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and said, 
“well, they certainly will in a minute!” 

Here’s an easy word search puzzle for the kids! 
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 PIZZA PUB
 1306 E. Main St.
 Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,  
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

SNYDER’S 
AUTO 

BODY, INC.
Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”
Butch Snyder, Owner • (814) 744-9218

Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
 Saturday 9 to Noon
 Evenings & Weekends
 by Appointment
 32980 Route 66 • Leeper, PA 16233
 (814) 744-8340

borlandmemorials.com • borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

COZUMEL 
Restaurant & Cantina 

24 United Drive, Clarion PA

226-8575
Parishioners

$2 OFF 
any 2 

lunches

$5 OFF 
any 2 

dinners 

“We’re here to Serve You.”

Since 1976
Greg Smathers- Parishioner

Daily Specials- Catering
HOURS 

Mon-Sat. 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p
sweetbasilcatering15@

yahoo.com
814-226-7013

Trusted. Respected. Recommended.

Serving Clarion, Forest, Venango 
& parts of Jefferson Co. Since 1992. 

538 South Street, Clarion

814-226-4400

Operated by Northwest Pa Crematory

Dan Shingledecker Funeral Director
Rick Goble Supervisor

814-226-7730
330 Wood Street, Clarion

Achieve with us.
“Promoting and protecting the human 

rights of people who experience 
disabilities and actively supporting 

their full inclusion in our community”

Join our team of dedicated 
professionals today. 

Do great things with great people!

814-226-7033 
1064 E. Main Street Clarion, PA 16214

Visit our website
 www.thearcclarion.org for details

Come Hungry, Leave Happy!

Buy 2 Sandwiches, Get $4 OFF 
513 Main Street, Clarion

814-223-4687

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.

Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire

Owners

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
in a Family Atmosphere

531 Main St.  226-6332

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.
Greenville Ave. • Extension

226-6657

1-800-494-2020

www.laureleye.com
“A Better Vision for You”

 Clark’s Donuts Plus
	 Now	available	in	two	locations!

 7150 US 322 857 E Main St
 Cranberry Clarion
	 Mon-Fri	1	til	3pm	 Monday-Saturday
	 Saturday	til	Noon	 6AM-Noon
	 814-877-7336	 814-227-2154

HELP YOU FIND 
FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Michael A Patton, Michael A Patton, 
Financial PlannerFinancial Planner

ParishionerParishioner

Patton Financial Advising 
• INVESTMENT ADVISORY

• RETIREMENT INCOME
• MEDICARE PLANNING & IRA ROLLOVERS

 51 N. 4th Ave., Clarion, PA 16214

Tel: (814) 226-9400

 Securities offered through Cetera Financial Specialists LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services offered  through Cetera Investment Advisers LLC. Cetera entities are 

under separate ownership from any other entity.

 Robert V. Burns Funeral Home
R.V. Burns Crematorium, Inc.

814-226-6300 
rvburnsfuneralhome.com

“A True Family Business”
Roland V. Burns, FD  Alissa Jo Burns, FD

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

Singles, 
6 & 12-Packs 

and, of course, CASES
9 North 4th Ave., Clarion

814-226-7031

Expires 03/31/21
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Premium Buttermilk Crispy 
Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”

(Buy one, get one FREE)

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


