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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
PARISH
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720 Liberty Street

Clarion, Pennsylvania 16214
§/f Mass Schedule
% Saturday Evening - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Holy Days - 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Weekdays - Consult the bulletin or phone the parish office

www.icclarion.org

Church & School
814-226-8433

Parish Staff

The Very Reverend
B. LaMounte Sayers, VF
Pastor
montysayers@hotmail.com
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Deacon Joseph Glover
jglover@eriercd.org
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Kim Kroh
Business Manager
KimKroh@comcast.net
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Theresa McMillen
Parish Liturgical Coordinator
tmemillen1@comcast.net
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Teresa Frederick
Faith Formation Director
tdfrederick@comcast.net

Linda Summerville
Adult Faith Formation Director
linda.summerville62@gmail.com

Lori Cratty
Principal
Icratty@clarionichawks.net

Parish Membership
Membership includes active
participation in the sacramental life S . _ .
of the Church, involvement in the THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME...
activities of the faith community - LK 48
and financial support of the parish.
New members are welcome to
register by calling the parish office.




IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH (www.icclarion.org)

CLARION, PA

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MONTY

— Sunday of the Word of God g
Today, I am meeting with our Ninth grade =
students to review the Gospel of Luke.
Under the direction of their catechist,
Ronnie Fenske, the group has been reading
Luke since last fall. At our session, I ask the students to
read a passage aloud—several verses, a pericope, or a
parable—and then explain to the group why they chose that
particular section of the Gospel.

I hope to offer an adult formation session this winter for
those of you who accepted my challenge to support our
students by reading Luke’s Gospel. I'm still working out
the details, but in order to participate in the series you must
read the Gospel first. The series I'm planning will
emphasize faith sharing—not instruction. If you’ve read
the Gospel of Luke, you are welcome to participate. If not,
start reading or stay home! More information is coming.

On this Sunday of the Word of God, 2022, | am offering

you this excellent article by Mary Elizabeth Sperry,

Associate Director for Utilization of the New American

Bible at the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Ms. Sperry writes: “Today's Catholic is called to take an

intelligent, spiritual approach to the bible. Listed here are

10 points for fruitful Scripture reading:

1. Bible reading is for Catholics. The Church encourages
Catholics to make reading the Bible part of their daily
prayer lives. Reading these inspired words, people grow
deeper in their relationship with God and come to
understand their place in the community God has called
them to in himself.

2. Prayer is the beginning and the end. Reading the Bible
is not like reading a novel or a history book. It should
begin with a prayer asking the Holy Spirit to open our
hearts and minds to the Word of God. Scripture reading
should end with a prayer that this Word will bear fruit
in our lives, helping us to become holier and more
faithful people.

3. Get the whole story! When selecting a Bible, look for a
Catholic edition. A Catholic edition will include the
Church's complete list of sacred books along with
introductions and notes for understanding the text. A
Catholic edition will have an imprimatur notice on the
back of the title page. An imprimatur indicates that the
book is free of errors in Catholic doctrine.

4. The Bible isn't a book. It's a library. The Bible is a
collection of 73 books written over the course of many
centuries. The books include royal history, prophecy,
poetry, challenging letters to struggling new faith
communities, and believers' accounts of the preaching
and passion of Jesus. Knowing the genre of the book
you are reading will help you understand the literary
tools the author is using and the meaning the author is
trying to convey.

5. Know what the Bible is — and what it isn't. The Bible is
the story of God's relationship with the people he has
called to himself. It is not intended to be read as history
text, a science book, or a political manifesto. In the
Bible, God teaches us the truths that we need for the
sake of our salvation.
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6. The sum is greater than the parts. Read the Bible in
context. What happens before and after — even in other
books — helps us to understand the true meaning of the
text.

7. The Old relates to the New. The Old Testament and the
New Testament shed light on each other. While we read
the Old Testament in light of the death and resurrection
of Jesus, it has its own value as well. Together, these
testaments help us to understand God's plan for human
beings.

8. You do not read alone. By reading and reflecting on
Sacred Scripture, Catholics join those faithful men and
women who have taken God's Word to heart and put it
into practice in their lives. We read the Bible within the
tradition of the Church to benefit from the holiness and
wisdom of all the faithful.

9. What is God saying to me? The Bible is not addressed
only to long-dead people in a faraway land. It is
addressed to each of us in our own unique situations.
When we read, we need to understand what the text
says and how the faithful have understood its meaning
in the past. In light of this understanding, we then ask:
What is God saying to me?

10. Reading isn't enough. If Scripture remains just words
on a page, our work is not done. We need to meditate
on the message and put it into action in our lives. Only
then can the word be "living and effective" (Hebrews
4:12).

HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE SACRAMENT
= OF CONFIRMATION? Bishop Persico will be
J visiting Clarion County on Sunday, March 20 at
Vo’ 2:00 p.m. to confer the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The ceremony will be held at
Immaculate Conception Church. Are you an adult who is
baptized, received the sacraments of Penance and
Eucharist, but is not Confirmed? If you would like to
participate in the Confirmation ceremony, please phone or
email the parish office and one of the staff will contact you
with more information. There will be one catechetical
session for adults desiring the Sacrament of Confirmation
tentatively planned for Sunday, March 13.

YOUR 2021 CONTRIBUTIONS — If you would
like to receive a statement of your 2021 offertory
contributions, please email kimkroh@comcast.net

or call (814) 226-8433, Extension 101. Due to the
conversion to a new software program, statements will not
be automatically emailed as they have been in years past.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK FOR FAITH SHARING

Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor."

(Luke 4:17b—18a)

Question for Adults: What do you believe that the
anointing you received at baptism requires you to do?

Question for Kids: What could you do this week for
someone who has less than you?



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 23, 2022

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS @{mﬂh Ministry S

All children in grades gt
6, 7 and 8 are encouraged to W
attend Immaculate Conception
Parish’s

“Fifth Sunday Gathering”

On Sunday, January 30, 2022, from 9:30am — 10:45am
in the Parish Event Center

CANCER CENTER NEEDS TISSUES — The
students at Immaculate Conception Parish &= 4
School are collecting boxes of tissue for the Hﬁﬂ =¥
cancer center. Please donate a box of tissue to " £
help with the collection. Place your box under

the bulletin board in the lobby. Collection dates are
January 17th through January 30th.

S

LOTERY CALENDARS — A few
2022 PTO Lottery Calendars are still
available. The calendars are $20 and are
@ @ good for the entire year. If you are
interested in purchasing a calendar,
please email kimkroh@comcast.net or call 8§14-226-8433,
Ext. 101.
Even though it is already January 23rd, the PTO will
honor the win if the ticket you purchase was drawn
earlier in January.

PLANT YOUR WORKS IN THE WORD

One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest
word and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall
message. When you take a quiet moment to rest with the
Word, you find how quickly the most mundane sentence
can reach out and grab you, pulling you into a deeper
contemplation of some truth you hadn’t even considered
until then.

But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book of
Nehemiah, standing before the Water Gate “listening
attentively.” Whether it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the
Word or at home poring over the Bible, time after time we
find ourselves less mindful than we could be. Our ears
accept the sounds of the words and our eyes glance over the
shape of the letters.

But are we mindful — truly?

The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There are
always tasks to be completed, problems weighing on our
minds that we can’t quite give over to God. We lose
ourselves in these things instead of in Scripture. We “clock
in” with Bible reading instead of “diving in.”

We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit
and life. They are the soil that quickens the seed of all
stewardship. There is no mindfulness, no prayer, no
graciousness, no gratitude or accountability or sense of
commitment unless there is the Word.

So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action
will be grounded in the law of God — giving it true spirit
and life. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi
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Monday, January 24 - Saint Francis de Sales
12:10 p.m.  Patty Hepler (Rita Amsler)
Tuesday, January 25 - The Conversion of Saint Paul
the Apostle
Cindy Wolbert-Green
(Chuck and Karla Beichner)
Wednesday, January 26 - Saints Timothy and Titus
NO MASS
Thursday, January 27 - Saint Angela Merici
11:00 am. James Ray Summerville
(Miles Family Grandchildren)
Friday, January 28 - Saint Thomas Aquinas
12:10 p.m.  Anastasia Osterried (Family)
Saturday, January 29
4:00 p.m. Frank and Rita Kiser (Sylvia and Dan Kiser)
Sunday, January 30 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Beginning of Catholic Schools Week

12:10 p.m.

8:30 a.m. For the People

8:30 a.m. RADIO MASS—Frances Kelley
(Cathy and Chris Moretti)

11:00 am.  Ralph and Marian Lander

(Lynne, Rob, and Blaise Fleisher)

Readings for the week of January 23, 2022

Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26
/Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117: 1bc, 2
/Mk 16:15-18

Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28,
29-30/Mk 4:1-20

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12,
13-14/Mk 4:21-25

Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a,
6bcd-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34

Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15,
16-17/Mk 4:35-41

Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,
15-17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13
/Lk 4:21-30

WELCOME BACK

ARION UNIVERSI
STUDENTS

A Family Perspective — In today’s gospel Jesus was
“praised by all” except at home in Nazareth where the
“eyes of all were intently on him.” Acceptance can be hard
to find at home due to unreal EXPECTATIONS. Jesus
challenges us to “proclaim liberty” to anyone “oppressed”
or “captive” by our EXPECTATIONS.

Money Counters Monday, January 24 Team 1




“Custom Modular Homes Since 1962° THE CARPET BARN
' 470 South Fifth Ave.
Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire
22984 Route 66 + Shippenville, PA 16254 Owners

B00-540-1295
wiww. TriCountyHomas.com

Call 226-7332

County Seat
Restaurant

All Home Cooking
ina Family Atmosphere

531 Main St. 226-6332

F = G OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
aller S proeet ARIQ
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Main Street, Clarion ﬂEVE;Re;A GE

814.223.4600 6 & 12-Packs

and, of course, CASES
9 North 4th Ave., Clarion

814-226-7031

Your Home... Your Wiy... Since 1847

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.

Greenville Ave. ¢ Extension

226-6657

COOPER
<O “Fres

Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured
Floors, Driveways & Sidewalks

226-6356

Try our new ONLINE
MEMORIAL DESIGNER
. from the comifort
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borlandmemorials.com « borlandmemorialsinc@gmail.com

’;7‘;3 Monday- Friday 8 to 4
: Saturday 9 to Noon
BORLAND Evenings & Weekends

MEMORIALS INC. by Appointment
32980 Route 66 « Leeper, PA 16233
(814) 744-8340

Daily Specials- Catering
HOURS
Mon-Sat. 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p
sweetbasilcatering15@
yahoo.com

814-226-7013

< SNYDER'S
‘ AUTO
BODY, INC.

Box 91 - Tylersburg PA
“Butch Wants Your Body”

Butch Snyder, Owner ¢ (814) 744-9218
Centrally located between Clarion,

Marienville, & Tioneta

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Dreaming up the ideal
retirement is your job.
Helping you get there is ours.

To learn more about why Edward Jones
makes sense for you, call my office today.

- *
Jon Williams, AAMS®, CRPC®
Financial Advisor edwardjones.com
1062 E Main Street Member SIPC
Clarion, PA 16214 : .
814-226-7896 Fdward Jones

MARING SENSE OF INVESTING

1 \ “Big Mac” '
: _{ _{ (Buy one, get one FREE :
I i'm lovin' it Expires 5/31/22 |

1 I Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA I 1

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

@

1-800-494-2020
-_.A-
T"—L AUREL

EYE CLINIC
www.laureleye.com

“A Better Vision for You”

FREE

AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

@ CALL
800.477.4574

Robert V. Burns Funeral Home
RV. Burns Crematorium, Inc.
“ATrue Family Business”

Roland V. Burns, FD ~ Alissa Jo Burns, FD

| dinners |

| lunches i Parishioners

814-226-6300
rvburnsfuneralhome.com
E uzu M EL I ,I “We’re here to Serve You.”
RESTAURANT & CANTINA SMATHERS
- _th_gpited Drive, Clari(?r_\_PA B (141226-7395
1$2 OZFFE 226-8575 i$5 OZFFE Since 1976
voany2 voany2

Greg Smathers- Parishioner

Operated by Northwest Pa Crematory

Groble

Dan Shingledecker Funeral Director
Rick Goble Supervisor

814-226-7730

330 Wood Street, Clarion

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.
)

PIZZA PUB
1306 E. Main St.
Clarion 226-8721

Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,
Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Relax Here or Carry Out

THIS SPACE IS {g‘;g}’j;.,;m
AVAILABLE e

2-D-3-2

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are

by signing up to get our bulletin

www.ParishesOnline.com '

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

delivered straight to your emaill

Buy 2 Sandwiches, Get $4 OFF

513 Main Street, Clarion

1 814-223-4687 )

14-1155



