
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

      Winter 

Saturday...............5:00 PM 

Sunday....7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and Noon 

       Summer 

Saturday.................5:00 PM 

Sunday....7:30 ,9:00 & 11:00 AM 

(First Sunday in May thru Labor Day) 

 

      Weekday 

Mon., Tues. Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 AM  

 at  St. Gregory Church 

Thursday....11:30 AM at St. Gregory Church 

 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

following the 8:00 AM Mass on Wednesday 

 

               STAFF 

Pastor, Rev. Thomas Brooks 

 

Permanent Deacon,  

Rev. Mr. Richard Winschel, 

 

Pastoral Minister, Cindy Riefstahl 

 

Faith Formation Leader, Jennifer Humes 

 

Administrative Assistant, Patti Prindle  

 

 

Director of Sacred Music, Corey Spacht 

 

School Principal, Nancy Pierce 

St. Gregory 

Thaumaturgus, 

Wonder-Worker, 

inspire us to a 

more lively faith, 

hope and charity 

through prayer, 

love for God and 

generous service 

to God’s people. 

 

Amen! 

48 SOUTH PEARL STREET • NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 136 W. MAIN ST. • NORTH EAST, PA 16428 

 

Parish Office Phone: 814-725-9691 • Fax: 814-725-1225 

Website: www.stgregoryparish.info • Email: stgregs@roadrunner.com 

School Phone: 814-725-4571 • Cemetery Phone: 814-725-9691 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday−Thursday: 9AM−3PM; Friday: 9AM−Noon 

May 17, 2020 

 

 



ST. GREGORY THAUMATURGUS CHURCH NORTH EAST, PA 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish At A Glance... 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

Baptism – A baptism preparation session is required of all parents 

wishing to have their child(ren) baptized.  Parents must pre-register 

for the session.   Baptisms are celebrated during Mass, following the 

last Mass on Sunday, or by special arrangement.  Please schedule by 

calling the Parish Office. 

 

First Reconciliation/Eucharist – Children entering the 2

nd

 & 3

rd 

grades and who are active in the Faith Formation process (including 

St. Gregory Parish School children) are eligible to enter the sacra-

mental preparation sessions.  Sacraments are celebrated in late winter 

and spring. 

 

Confirmation – High School youth who are entering the 11

th

 grade 

and who are active in the Faith Formation process or attend a Catho-

lic High School are eligible to enter the Confirmation preparation 

program.  Sessions begin in the fall and Confirmation is celebrated in 

the spring. 

 

Matrimony – Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to the 

anticipated wedding date.  Church date and arrangements should pre-

cede all other wedding plans. 

 

Anointing of the Sick – The Sacrament is available to all those who 

are seriously ill or advanced in age.  Please call the Parish Office to 

request a visit by the priest. 

 

Reconciliation – The sacrament is celebrated weekly on Saturday 

from 4:00 – 4:30 PM, or by request.   There are two multi-parish cel-

ebrations during Advent and Lent. 

  

PARISHIONER INFORMATION 

We are a welcoming Family of Faith who rejoice in God’s many 

blessings!  All members of the Parish receive envelopes and parish 

mailings.  St. Gregory Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, commit-

ted to serving the Lord through use of God-given time, talent and 

treasure.  Please use the membership form in the bulletin or visit the 

Parish Office to register. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Children ages 4-10 are invited to participate in a special Liturgy 

of the Word during the 9:00 AM Sunday Mass. 

 

BULLETIN INFORMATION 

Groups or individuals wishing to have information published in the 

bulletin are asked to submit the information in writing, by e-mail or 

by phone call by Monday at 1:00 PM.   

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)   

Interested in the Catholic Faith?  Desire to receive the Sacraments 

you missed like Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation?  The 

R.C.I.A. process is meant for you!  Please call the Parish Office for 

more information. 

 

PRAYER LINE 

Add your request for prayer by calling Rosemary Repko at 814-

602-6271 

 

THE DIOCESE OF ERIE 

Including the office for The Protection Of Children and Youth 

http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm  

A Welcoming Family Of Faith               

        In The Heart Of  

   North East, Pennsylvania 

St. Gregory Church 

48 South Pearl St. 814-725-9691 

Pastor, Rev. Thomas Brooks 

 

             Permanent Deacon,  

       Rev. Mr. Richard Winschel 

St. Gregory Parish Office 

and Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help Chapel 

136 W. Main St. 

814-725-9691 

Fax 814-725-1225 

www.stgregoryparish.info 

stgregs@roadrunner.com 

St. Gregory Parish School 

140 W. Main St. 

814-725-4571   

Fax 814-725-4572 

gregory1@stgregs.net 

www.stgregs.net 

St. Gregory Cemetery 

West Main St. & Brickyard Rd 

814-725-9691 

 Celebrating Our 143rd Anniversary   

       As A Parish Family And The  

   93rd Anniversary Of Our Church 



Dear Members and Friends of the St. Gregory Parish Family, 

      We are in the perfect location to appreciate “the boat” as an image for the church, aren't we?  After all, we live 

close to Lake Erie and there are a few members of the Parish Family who can actually see the Lake from their 

homes.  Some days the Lake is like “a sheet of glass,” so calm and serene it seems like you could just walk right on 

top of it.  Other days it's much more like the scene described in the Gospel of St. Mark.  Jesus and His disciples hap-

pened to be out on the water when “a violent squall came up and waves were breaking over the boat.”  Jesus seemed 

to handle the situation quite well, in fact, He fell asleep on a cushion!  Hard to imagine, but that's what He's doing 

when the disciples wake Him up and He says to the churning waters: “Quiet!  Be still!” (Mark 4,37-39) 

     I think that all of us, friends, have come to appreciate the beauty of this passage and what it means to us.  Yes, as 

Jesus' disciples we are all “out on the water,” taking the journey of life together.  Some days it's “smooth sailing” on 

those crystal clear waters; other days we wonder if the boat is about to capsize and we're all going to drown!  Yet, no 

matter what each day brings, no matter what conditions exist, we trust that the Lord is with us as we sail along.  In 

fact, He is the one who wants us to rest!  No, not on a cushion, but in His loving arms!  Jesus wants us all to have 

confidence in His love and presence, no matter what the journey is like. 

     I offer you this thought, friends, first as a reassurance of Jesus' presence in our midst during these turbulent times.  

Life hasn't been easy for a good number of people, but we certainly take great comfort in any and all reminders that 

Jesus has been with us as we travel through these rough and uncharted waters.  Despite the challenges that have 

come our way, our “Captain” has been with us, blessed us, and encouraged us as we've done our best to remain hope-

ful and consistent in our good service to others. 

    On this Sixth Sunday of the Easter Season, I would also invite you to consider 

the role of the Holy Spirit in our life as God's Church.  The work of the Holy Spir-

it is central to our appreciation of the scriptures for this weekend.  While every 

reading refers to the Spirit, friends, it's in the Gospel of St. John that Jesus promis-

es the gift of the “Advocate,” to be with us always. (John 14,16)  How does that 

promise relate to the image of the boat, our identity as “Church,” and our journey 

together?  Good question! 

     As a response, I'd like to refer to a talk that Pope Francis gave in anticipation of 

the celebration of Pentecost back in 2017.  Addressing the pilgrims assembled in 

St. Peter's Square, the Holy Father imagined the Church sailing ahead and said: 

“The Spirit is the wind pushing us forward, keeping us going.”  Certainly Pope 

Francis had in mind the Pentecost event and how the arrival of the Spirit is described in the Bible as filling the house 

with a noise “like a strong driving wind.” (Acts 2,1)  So, friends, here we are – God's beloved Church, confident in 

the presence of our Risen Jesus, with the Holy Spirit driving us forward.  Where, then, is the Spirit leading us? 

     I believe, friends, that it's a kind, gentle and cautious Spirit that is moving us toward the restoration of our com-

munal prayer and celebration of the Sacraments.  As you may already be aware, we are now permitted to resume pe-

riods of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and confessions.  Both require that we wear masks and observe the kind-

ness of social distancing, but both are steps towards encountering our Lord and celebrating His love in ways we are 

familiar with, treasured, and have been missed.  Currently discussions are underway concerning what further advanc-

es we could be making, particularly the reception of Holy Communion. 

    This process, friends, will undoubtedly call for continued patience.  I know you understand and appreciate the 

Bishop's recent observation in a press release that “Protocols are complex, and I do not want to begin opening and 

then have to pull back again.”  As we advance, one step at a time, please continue to participate in our live-streamed 

Masses and other prayer services; and keep in mind that we are truly united as one, as God's Church, through our 

spiritual communion.  Please remember that the bulletin is submitted for publication several days before you read it 

and circumstances may change.  We'll certainly do our best to keep you updated.    

     A woman from our neighboring State of Ohio recently put up a large blue and white flag on her fence with the 

words “Don't Give Up The Ship.”  It was her hope that this familiar reference, associated with the Battle of Lake 

Erie, would encourage people in their fight to remain hopeful during this time of pandemic.  As a Christian people – 

we aren't about to abandon the ship!  In calm and storm, we place our trust in our amazing God who is always pre-

sent to us, loves and guides us!  Please be generous in sharing this confidence as we continue our journey together as 

God's Church!  Peace and joy, friends, on the way to Pentecost! 

 

                  Fr. Tom 



The Parish Office will be open Monday and 

Tuesday from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and 

Wednesday from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM 

Red Roses for  all the moms still with us! 

 

White Roses for  all the moms gone before us! 

 

Yellow Roses for  all those who help reveal God  

to us! 

 

Thanks for joining us for Mother’s Day and God 

bless all the women of our community! 

Memorial Day 

 

The cemetery crew is hard at work preparing for 

our upcoming Memorial Day, a prayerful time of 

remembrance of those who have served our coun-

try and all our faithful departed. 

Thank you for your attention in preparing the 

graves of loved ones. 

Please feel free to use 

the trash cans provided 

and remember there is 

no dumping anywhere 

on or near the ceme-

tery grounds. 

 

Rice Bowls 

We invite all parishioners to 

return your Rice Bowls from 

the Lenten Season to the Par-

ish Office or to place them in 

the basket near the Blessed 

Mother Shrine in church.   

 

It would be most kind and helpful this particular 

year if you could add up the contents, round them to 

the nearest dollar amount, and make your offering 

in cash or check to St. Gregory Parish. 

 

Your response will help many, including those who 

depend on our own community food pantry. 

 

There are many in need and your support is appreci-

ated! 

The Ascension of the Lord 

Thursday, May 21, 2020 



         Readings for the week of May 17, 2020  

 

Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

[1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 

[cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/

Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 

13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/

Jn 16:16-20 

Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-

23/Mt 28:16-20 

Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-

23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 

16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8

-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 

 

St. Gregory School is looking to 

hire a part time maintenance/

custodian for the school.   

If interested please email Nancy 

Pierce at npierce@stgregs.net  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in 

the Blessed Sacrament.  I love you 

above all things, and I long for 

You in my soul.  Since I cannot 

receive you sacramentally, come 

at least spiritually into my 

heart, as though you have already come.  I em-

brace you and unite myself entirely to you; never 

permit me to be separated from you.     Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for the recent gifts to the  

St. Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish 

Perpetual Endowment Fund: 

 In loving memory of  

Donald Triana 

from 

    William & Kathleen Tolentino; Leeann Bender;  

    Michael Dayton & Barbara Allen 

 

Your gifts; current, planned, or deferred; are greatly  

appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen of the Angels!  Queen of the May” 

Our annual celebration of May Crowning was held 

on Wednesday, May 13

th

.  You can still share in the 

joy of the day by going to the St. Gregory  

Thaumaturgus Facebook page. 

 

Please remember our deceased in  

your prayers... 

 

         Roselle Onorato  

              

“Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord” 



                CSA  2020 Technology To Serve The Parish Family 

 

We elected to show our progress in the annual Catholic Services Appeal with a reminder of how important 

it is to be able to serve the Parish Family through the technologies available to us.  Good News! The 

amount pledged to CSA 2020 now exceeds our immediate need to implement our very important project.  

Future pledges and gifts will go to help with other necessary projects, including the resealing of our parking 

lots.  Thank you for your help as we continue with our plans to upgrade our dated computer system, replace 

the office phone system, and install Wi-Fi for use in the lower-level of the Church.  God bless you!  

1st Goal 

Diocesan 

Assessment 

$56,733.00 

Ultimate 

Goal 

$85,000.00 

Families Pledged: 160 

Amount Pledged: $92,017.85 

Paid to date: $57,152.85 

Bells & Prayer! 

We are asked to ring our church bells and offer up the following prayer at noon every Sunday throughout the 

Easter Season.  Please consider praying it daily as well.  In solidarity with our brothers and sisters throughout 

the diocese we pray for strength, comfort, protection and wisdom during this time of pandemic. 

 

Prayer in Time of Pandemic 

 

Lord Jesus, 

You came to bring salvation to our world. 

You humbled yourself to accept death on a cross. 

 

Be with us as we confront the spread of the coronavirus with courage and hope. 

Be present to the sick and to those who accompany them in their suffering. 

Strengthen our medical professionals and caregivers; 

comfort families who are separated from one another. 

Protect those who are at risk of the virus in their work. 

Grant wisdom to our civic officials and perseverance to scientists. 

 

Spare us from the ravages of this illness and console us in our uncertainty and fear. 

Unite us in hope, enlighten us in faith, and give us the grace as a Church to love 

one another as You have loved us. 

 

Through the intercession of our Heavenly Mother, 

we make this prayer as we place our trust in You.    Amen. 

      Imprimatur, April 8, 2020 

     The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL 

     Bishop of Erie 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 17, 2020 

 

 St. Gregory Church Membership Form  (Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Parish Office) 

  

       Name__________________________________Phone___________________________ 

 

 Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

□ New Registration 

□ Change of Address 

□ Moving out of Parish 

□ Want Envelopes 

              

 

 

 

These Masses will be offered privately by Fr. Tom  

on the date assigned. 

 

Monday,  May 18 

Barbara Dayton– Chris Eastbourn 

 

Tuesday, May 19 

Karen Williams– The Williams Family 

   

*Wednesday, May 20 

Michael Doyle – Greg & Carm Beardsley 

                    

*Ascension Thursday, May 21 

Patty Scouten– Mitzi Keough 

 

Friday, May 22 

Michael Mankoski– Bob & Judy Macko 

   

Saturday, May 23 

Deceased members of the Furchak & Page Families– 

John & Mary Helen Page 

 

*Sunday, May 24 

Parishioners Living & Deceased 

Joseph M. Kloss– Jim Falk 

Patrick & Barbara Dayton-Dayton Family 

 

*This week, on Wednesday, Ascension Thursday 

and Sunday, Mass will be live-streamed at 9:00 AM 

from the Our Mother of Perpetual Help Chapel.  

You can find the Mass on the St. Gregory Thauma-

turgus Parish Facebook page. 

 

The SANCTUARY LAMP is burning this 

week in honor of  

The Blessed Sacrament 

and in memory of  

Trippi Family 

by  

           Jo Malta 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

May 9/10, 2020 

  Envelopes Mailed ............................................................ 596 

  Regular Envelopes Used ................................................... 70 

       Amount in Adult's Envelopes ................................ $5,680.00 

       Building Maintenance Fund   .................................. $132.00 

        Electronic Giving  ................................................... $638.30 

        TOTAL  ……….……….................................. ..$6,450.30 

Fiscal year-to-date offertory collection................  $346,635.92 

Fiscal year-to-date offertory budget…..................$354,811.90 

The Church is open for visitation this week: 

 

Monday through Friday:  8:00 AM-Noon and 

Sunday: 8:00 AM-Noon 

 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for  

adoration on Friday from 8:00 AM-Noon. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 

4:00-5:00 PM at church. 

 

Please remember masks are required at all 

times when in church and remember to main-

tain social distancing. 

 

Please consult the parish website for potential 

changes.   

Support Appreciated! 

 

Many thanks to all who have been able to con-

tinue your offering to the Church during this 

time.  These offerings have primarily come to us 

through the mail, online giving, and automatic 

withdrawal.  We still have bills to pay and your 

kind consideration surely helps as we consider 

what measures will need to be taken to secure 

our financial stability as a Parish Family.  God 

bless and thanks again! 
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Knights of Columbus
St. Alphonsus Ligouri

Council   #4262
                 Charity      Unity
                 Fraternity  Patriotism

Contact the Rectory for information

William D. Elkin Funeral Home
65 South Lake Street

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.  •  William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

EADES INSURANCE AGENCY
Ralph H. Eades

Auto, Home, Life, Business
725-2222

eadesins@aol.com

814-899-9900

2250 East 33rd Street
Erie, PA 16510

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

 Residential • Commercial
 Quality Installations
 & Service
 899-2809

www.northeastnurses.com

 John E. Dudzinski, D.O.
 Philip C. DeVore D.O.
	 Board	Certified	Family	Practice
 115 East Main
 “Health For the Whole Family”

 Call  725-8774  For an appointmentParishioner

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.castleclaims.com
814-725-5365

Mark & Sherri Blackburn 
Parishioners

725-4505
www.bowersfuneralhome.com

92 South Lake Street
North East, PA 16428

Rizzo’s Contracting
Roofing

Hand Nailed Roofs for over 46 years!
Roofing/Siding • General Contracting

Additions • Lead Paint Certified
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

725-5646 / 449-7396

THIS SPACE IS

 BOB MARTIN, CLU
 State Farm Insurance
10425 W Main Rd, North East, PA

814-725-3300
Toll Free 800-445-6044

Proudly Serving North East Since 1992!
Joseph O’Leary, DDS • G. Peter Moylan, DMD • Chad O’Leary, DDS

35 W. Main St., North East, PA 16428   814-725-4705

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

716-736-7637
10775 W. Lake Rd, Ripley, NY

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

(814) 459-0004
Family Owned and Operated

Save 5% with this coupon
~ Patrons of St. Joseph Church ~

Ed Rickrode’s 
Barber & Styling
Ed Rickrode, Owner

814-899-8999
3311 Buffalo Rd, Erie

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Call Now and Save 10%


