
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

             Summer 

Saturday.................5:00 PM 

Sunday....7:30 ,9:30 & 11:00 AM 

(thru Labor Day) 

 

      Weekday 

Mon., Tues. Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 AM  

 at  St. Gregory Church 

Thursday....11:30 AM at St. Gregory 

Church 

 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Devotion 

following the 8:00 AM Mass on 

Wednesday 

 

               STAFF 

Pastor, Rev. Thomas Brooks 

 

Permanent Deacon,  

Rev. Mr. Richard Winschel, 

 

Pastoral Minister, Cindy Riefstahl 

 

Faith Formation Leader, Jennifer Humes 

 

Administrative Assistant, Patti Prindle  

 

 

Director of Sacred Music, Corey Spacht 

 

School Principal, Nancy Pierce 

St. Gregory 

Thaumaturgus, 

Wonder-Worker, 

inspire us to a 

more lively faith, 

hope and charity 

through prayer, 

love for God and 

generous service 

to God’s people. 

 

Amen! 

48 SOUTH PEARL STREET • NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 136 W. MAIN ST. • NORTH EAST, PA 16428 

 

Parish Office Phone: 814-725-9691 • Fax: 814-725-1225 

Website: www.stgregoryparish.info • Email: stgregs@roadrunner.com 

School Phone: 814-725-4571 • Cemetery Phone: 814-725-9691 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday−Thursday: 9AM−3PM; Friday: 9AM−Noon 

May 31, 2020 

 

 



ST. GREGORY THAUMATURGUS CHURCH NORTH EAST, PA 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish At A Glance... 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION 

Baptism – A baptism preparation session is required of all parents 

wishing to have their child(ren) baptized.  Parents must pre-register 

for the session.   Baptisms are celebrated during Mass, following the 

last Mass on Sunday, or by special arrangement.  Please schedule by 

calling the Parish Office. 

 

First Reconciliation/Eucharist – Children entering the 2

nd

 & 3

rd 

grades and who are active in the Faith Formation process (including 

St. Gregory Parish School children) are eligible to enter the sacra-

mental preparation sessions.  Sacraments are celebrated in late winter 

and spring. 

 

Confirmation – High School youth who are entering the 11

th

 grade 

and who are active in the Faith Formation process or attend a Catho-

lic High School are eligible to enter the Confirmation preparation 

program.  Sessions begin in the fall and Confirmation is celebrated in 

the spring. 

 

Matrimony – Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to the 

anticipated wedding date.  Church date and arrangements should pre-

cede all other wedding plans. 

 

Anointing of the Sick – The Sacrament is available to all those who 

are seriously ill or advanced in age.  Please call the Parish Office to 

request a visit by the priest. 

 

Reconciliation – The sacrament is celebrated weekly on Saturday 

from 4:00 – 4:30 PM, or by request.   There are two multi-parish cel-

ebrations during Advent and Lent. 

  

PARISHIONER INFORMATION 

We are a welcoming Family of Faith who rejoice in God’s many 

blessings!  All members of the Parish receive envelopes and parish 

mailings.  St. Gregory Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, commit-

ted to serving the Lord through use of God-given time, talent and 

treasure.  Please use the membership form in the bulletin or visit the 

Parish Office to register. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Children ages 4-10 are invited to participate in a special Liturgy 

of the Word during the 9:00 AM Sunday Mass. 

 

BULLETIN INFORMATION 

Groups or individuals wishing to have information published in the 

bulletin are asked to submit the information in writing, by e-mail or 

by phone call by Monday at 1:00 PM.   

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)   

Interested in the Catholic Faith?  Desire to receive the Sacraments 

you missed like Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation?  The 

R.C.I.A. process is meant for you!  Please call the Parish Office for 

more information. 

 

PRAYER LINE 

Add your request for prayer by calling Rosemary Repko at 814-

602-6271 

 

THE DIOCESE OF ERIE 

Including the office for The Protection Of Children and Youth 

http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm  

A Welcoming Family Of Faith               

        In The Heart Of  

   North East, Pennsylvania 

St. Gregory Church 

48 South Pearl St. 814-725-9691 

Pastor, Rev. Thomas Brooks 

 

             Permanent Deacon,  

       Rev. Mr. Richard Winschel 

St. Gregory Parish Office 

and Our Mother of  

Perpetual Help Chapel 

136 W. Main St. 

814-725-9691 

Fax 814-725-1225 

www.stgregoryparish.info 

stgregs@roadrunner.com 

St. Gregory Parish School 

140 W. Main St. 

814-725-4571   

Fax 814-725-4572 

gregory1@stgregs.net 

www.stgregs.net 

St. Gregory Cemetery 

West Main St. & Brickyard Rd 

814-725-9691 

 Celebrating Our 143rd Anniversary   

       As A Parish Family And The  

   93rd Anniversary Of Our Church 



 

 

 

 

Many thanks for the recent gift to the  

St. Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish 

Perpetual Endowment Fund: 

 In loving memory of  

Bill Pfadt 

from 

                     Jerry & Mary Ellen Damond 

 

Your gifts; current, planned, or deferred; are greatly  

appreciated! 

Dear Members and Friends of the St. Gregory Parish Family, 

     Happy Birthday Church!  That's right, friends, today we celebrate Pentecost and what has become known as 

the “birthday” of the Church.  Think about that for just a moment, please.  When you have a birthday celebra-

tion, what's the most anticipated and unifying part?  I can't speak for each one of you, but, from experience, I 

think it's when the singing begins, the cake is presented, and the bright light of those candles fills the room.   

     With that in mind, consider the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The apostles have experienced 

some dark days, suffering through Jesus' death on the cross and wondering how to continue and what to do fol-

lowing His resurrection.  Welcome Holy Spirit!  The Acts of the Apostles tells us that when they were all to-

gether the Holy Spirit descended upon them “with a noise like a strong driving wind” and that there appeared 

to them tongues of fire “which parted and came to rest on them.” (Acts 2, 2-3)  There was no more question about 

what to do!  It was a new day!  A joyous day! A birth-day!  The apostles left the upper room unified and filled 

with the Spirit, baptizing and turning many hearts to Christ!   

     The descent and outpouring of the Holy Spirit is not only a past event we re-

call with reverence, it is something we are invited to experience here and now!  

There is a great song we often use for the Sacrament of Confirmation called 

“One Spirit, One Church.”  It's a wonderful combination of the familiar “Come 

Holy Ghost” and a refrain written by Sr. Maryanne Quinlivan, OSU.  That re-

frain reminds us that: “We are a pilgrim people, we are the Church of God . . . 

United in one Spirit, ignited by the fire.”  The message is clear, isn't it?  From 

that first Pentecost; year after year, decade after decade, century after century; 

people have been called to recognize their identity as Spirit-filled disciples and 

to celebrate their collective persona as the Church of Jesus Christ!  Even in the 

darker days that we all experience we have that fire of the Spirit to motivate us and fill us with enthusiasm for 

our common mission of love and service. 

     As God's “pilgrim” people, my friends, we are making plans to reopen our worship spaces for the celebration 

of Mass and the Sacraments.  With that in mind, I'm going to conclude my letter in less than the space usually 

allowed so that the full text of the Bishop's “Decree” for “Establishing Protocols For The Resumption Of Public 

Masses” can be printed for your careful review.  I'm confident that with your openness to the Spirit and thought-

ful cooperation that we can comply with what is required to assure our reunion.  Peace, joy and “Happy Birth-

day” to you all! 

 

      Fr. Tom 

 

 

Many thanks to our 

Knights of Columbus 

for donating our  

Memorial Day 

wreath in honor of all 

our deceased Veter-

ans and members of 

our Parish Family. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

DECREE 

 

ESTABLISHING PROTOCOLS FOR THE RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC MASSES 

 

As Bishop of the Diocese of Erie, I hereby establishing the following protocols for the resumption of public Masses in the 

diocese:  

 

PERMISSION TO PROCEED  

 

Each pastor must consider the parameters which I have given below for resuming public Masses. After a pastor has put in 

place a plan to work within these parameters in his parish(es), he may then resume the celebration of Masses with the faith-

ful on or after June 1, 2020.  

 

Each priest must also consider his own health situation, particularly if he is at high risk. The permission to resume 

public Masses does not imply any obligation to do so at this time. Parishes are not to resume public Masses before 

these protocols can be met.  

 

PRELIMINARY REMARKS  

 

1. For all gatherings inside churches, the maximum number of participants should be limited to 1/3 of the building capaci-

ty, utilizing only every third pew.  

2. Dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday and holy day Masses remains in place.  

3. Dispensation from the Easter Duty (obligation to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season) is granted.  

4. Livestreaming of Masses (both daily and Sunday) should continue wherever feasible.  

5. Spiritual communion should continue to be strongly encouraged.  

6. Priests and deacons only (no lay ministers) may visit the home-bound for non-emergency sacramental visits but must 

wear masks when doing so.  

7. Priests and deacons may resume regular pastoral visits to hospitals and nursing homes, but only when the hospital or 

nursing home permits such visits, and only following all hospital or nursing home protocols. It may be necessary in many 

parishes to adjust the Sunday Mass schedules to allow sufficient time to clean the church between Masses.  

 

8. In some cases, pastors may wish to offer additional Masses to allow for smaller gatherings. During this yellow phase, 

standing permission is given to priests to trinate on Sundays and holy days and to binate on weekdays.  

9. The Sacraments of Initiation may be celebrated when the pastor deems it appropriate, with due regard for limiting the 

size of those present and following directives which will be issued by the Office of Worship.  

10. Even in parishes where public Masses have been resumed, pastors are encouraged to provide opportunities to distribute 

Holy Communion outside of Mass to those parishioners who cannot or should not attend Mass, in a manner suited to the 

local circumstances using the approved rites to be released by the Office of Worship.  

 

GENERAL NORMS FOR ALL MASSES  

1.  The following actions remain suspended:  

  • Exchange of the sign of peace among parishioners  

  • Distribution of the Precious Blood  

  • Placing of holy water in fonts  



2. There are to be no entrance processions, no processions to present the gifts, and no closing processions. The priest and 

 ministers should enter and exit directly from the sacristy, and the water, wine and hosts should be prepared beforehand 

 on a table in the sanctuary.  

3. Masses and other liturgies are to be kept very simple. There is to be no more than one lector, one server, one musician, 

 one cantor. When there is music, it may be necessary limit the music to the sung Mass parts.  

4. Everyone except the liturgical ministers in the sanctuary are to wear masks and practice social distancing.  

5. Pews, door handles, door plates, and other common surfaces are to wiped down between Masses.  

 

Entering and leaving  

6. Parishioners who are in high risk categories, as well as those who are not feeling well, are to stay home.  

7. It is not the pastor’s responsibility to police who is attending, but parishioners should be strongly urged to heed protocols   

for participating in the Mass.  

8. The doors to the church are to propped open before Mass and after Mass, so that no one needs to touch the doors entering 

 or leaving. They may need to be closed during Mass due to noise or weather.  

 

9. In order to protect the most vulnerable among us, signs should clearly indicate at each church entrance that wearing a 

 mask is obligatory for all who wish to enter.  

10. At the end of Mass, parishioners should depart in an orderly manner maintaining social distance and should go directly 

 to their vehicles. There is to be no gathering in the church, in the vestibule, in the gathering space, or in the parking lot.  

 

Seating  

11. Only every third pew may be used. Others are to be blocked off.  

12. A household could consist of a single individual or of multiple persons. Members of the same household may sit togeth-

 er. Multiple households may share a pew, provided that there are at least six feet between households.  

13. Parishioners must be prepared not to sit in their usual pew and must be flexible enough to sit wherever there is adequate 

 room.  

14. Choir lofts are to be closed. The organist, if necessary, can access the choir loft.  

15. Nothing is to be in the pews. Hymnals and other similar items are not to be used and should be placed in storage.  

16. Hand sanitizer is to be available at the church entrance for parishioners.  

17. Collection baskets, with or without handles, are not to be used in the pews. Place a basket near the church entrance and 

 ask parishioners to drop their envelope in the basket on the way in.  

 

Communion Rite  

18. Concelebrants and deacons should continue to receive by intinction, except for the one who will purify the chalice.  

19. Only priests or deacons should distribute Communion unless some need dictates otherwise. Masks must be worn by the 

 priest and deacon while distributing Communion.  

20. The Bishop strongly recommends Communion in the hand, but the right to receive on the tongue remains in place.  

21. There is to be only a single-file approaching each person distributing the Holy Communion. If possible, communicants 

 should approach one pew at a time, parishioners allowing those in front of them to finish prior to exiting the pew them

 selves. (With smaller groups, this will not unduly elongate the liturgy.)  

22. Those approaching for Communion should sanitize their hands before entering the line to receive Communion. They are 

 also are to continue to wear face masks as they approach. They are to remove the mask to consume the Eucharist and  

 immediately replace the mask to return to their seat.  

 

23. For the distribution of Communion, there is to be a table next to the priest or deacon with hand sanitizer. Each and  

every  time he accidently comes into contact with a communicant’s hand, and each and every time a communicant receives 

on  the tongue, the priest or deacon is to use the hand sanitizer before he proceeds to the next communicant.  

 



ADDITIONAL NORMS FOR MARRIAGES  

All general norms given above are to observed, as well as the following:  

 • At the celebration of Marriage, the maximum attendance of 1/3 building capacity is in place. This includes the liturg-

 ical ministers, who are limited to the clergy, one server, one cantor, and one musician.  

 • Social distancing and the wearing of masks is required. An exception is made for the liturgical ministers in the sanc-

 tuary, among whom are included the bride and groom.  

 • The Precious Blood is not distributed, even to the bride and groom.  

 

ADDITIONAL NORMS FOR FUNERALS  

All general norms given above are to observed, as well as the following:  

 • At the celebration of funerals, the maximum attendance of 1/3 building capacity is in place. This includes the funeral 

 directors, and also the liturgical ministers who are limited to the clergy, one server, one cantor, and one musician.  

 • Social distancing and the wearing of masks is required except for the liturgical ministers in the sanctuary.  

 

I direct that this Decree be published and take effect immediately, anything to the contrary notwithstanding.  

 

 Given at the Chancery  

 of the Diocese of Erie  

 on this 21st day of May, 2020  

                 

                                                              The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, JCL  

            Bishop of Erie  

 

             

             

                                                               The Reverend Christopher J. Singer, JCL  

                Chancellor  

Dear Members of the Parish Family, 

 We plan on re-opening the church for public worship on Monday, June 1st following the protocols listed 

in the Decree from Bishop Persico that is part of today’s bulletin.  Please read over these protocols carefully 

and take special care to note: 

 �You are still dispensed from the obligation of attending Mass.  Mass will be live-streamed from the 

church every Sunday at 9:30 AM. 

 �The revised Mass schedule will be 5:00 PM on Saturday, 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM on Sunday. 

This will provide for ample time between Masses for cleaning. 

 �There will be a sign posted near each doorway to indicate how available seating is labeled.  Remember, 

only family members may sit together! 

 �Wearing masks and social distancing are required. 

 There is hand sanitizer available at all entrances of the church.  Having a small bottle with you is certainly 

helpful. 

 �The church has already been professionally cleaned top to bottom, the hymnals removed, and the pew 

cushions put away for now.  We appreciate any help you can or have already offered to keep the church sani-

tized. 

 �The protocols for the Sacrament of Confirmation have been omitted from the above Decree since we al-

ready celebrated that Sacrament in February. 

 Thank you for reading over all of the protocols and following them.  Keep on praying for the health and 

well-being of all! 



PENTECOST SUNDAY  MAY 31, 2020 

 

 St. Gregory Church Membership Form  (Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Parish Office) 

  

       Name__________________________________Phone___________________________ 

 

 Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

□ New Registration 

□ Change of Address 

□ Moving out of Parish 

□ Want Envelopes 

              

 

 

 

Monday,  June 1 

8:00 AM-Santo Scrimenti– Family 

 

Tuesday, June 2 

8:00 AM- Robert Doyle– Maureen & Harry Gratto 

   

Wednesday, June 3 

8:00 AM -Claire Ruth Davis – The Moffat Family 

                    

Thursday, June 4 

11:30 AM- Joseph Ferko– Daughter  Elaine 

 

Friday, June 5 

8:00 AM- Jeremy Byrnes– Timothy Byrnes Family 

   

Saturday, June 6 

9:00 AM- Intentions of the Blessed Mother 

 

5:00 PM- Tony Gallagher– Mother  

 

Sunday, June 7 

7:30 AM—Parishioners Living & Deceased 

 

9:30 AM-Julia Yohe– Anthony & Cathi Newara 

 

11:30 AM– Jerry Carroll– Joseph C. Gullo, III 

 

Masses beginning June 1st will be celebrated in the 

Church. 

The SANCTUARY LAMP is burning this 

week in honor of  

The Blessed Sacrament 

and in memory of  

Bobby Triana 

by  

           Andy & Theresa Bennardo 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION 

May 23/24, 2020 

  Envelopes Mailed ............................................................ 596 

  Regular Envelopes Used ................................................... 38 

       Amount in Adult's Envelopes ................................ $3,315.00 

       Ascension Thursday  ............................................... $156.05 

        Electronic Giving  ................................................... $858.30 

        TOTAL  ……….……….................................. ..$4,329.35 

Fiscal year-to-date offertory collection................  $357,729.57 

Fiscal year-to-date offertory budget…..................$370,581.14 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for  

adoration on First Friday, June 5th, following 

the 8:00 AM Mass until Noon. 

 

Confessions will be heard on Saturday from 

4:00-4:30 PM in the sacristy. 

 

Please remember masks are required at all 

times when in church and remember to main-

tain social distancing. 

 

Please consult the parish website for potential 

changes.   

Support Appreciated! 

 

Many thanks to all who have been able to con-

tinue your offering to the Church during this 

time.  These offerings have primarily come to us 

through the mail, online giving, and automatic 

withdrawal.  We still have bills to pay and your 

kind consideration surely helps as we consider 

what measures will need to be taken to secure 

our financial stability as a Parish Family.  God 

bless and thanks again! 

 

  First Saturday, June 6, 2020 

           Mass at 9:00 AM 

CSA 

 

Families Pledged: 160 

Amount Pledged: $92,042.85 

Paid to date: $58,932.85 
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Knights of Columbus
St. Alphonsus Ligouri

Council   #4262
                 Charity      Unity
                 Fraternity  Patriotism

Contact the Rectory for information

William D. Elkin Funeral Home
65 South Lake Street

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.  •  William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

EADES INSURANCE AGENCY
Ralph H. Eades

Auto, Home, Life, Business
725-2222

eadesins@aol.com

814-899-9900

2250 East 33rd Street
Erie, PA 16510

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

 Residential • Commercial
 Quality Installations
 & Service
 899-2809

www.northeastnurses.com

 John E. Dudzinski, D.O.
 Philip C. DeVore D.O.
	 Board	Certified	Family	Practice
 115 East Main
 “Health For the Whole Family”

 Call  725-8774  For an appointmentParishioner

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.castleclaims.com
814-725-5365

Mark & Sherri Blackburn 
Parishioners

725-4505
www.bowersfuneralhome.com

92 South Lake Street
North East, PA 16428

Rizzo’s Contracting
Roofing

Hand Nailed Roofs for over 46 years!
Roofing/Siding • General Contracting

Additions • Lead Paint Certified
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

725-5646 / 449-7396

THIS SPACE IS

 BOB MARTIN, CLU
 State Farm Insurance
10425 W Main Rd, North East, PA

814-725-3300
Toll Free 800-445-6044

Proudly Serving North East Since 1992!
Joseph O’Leary, DDS • G. Peter Moylan, DMD • Chad O’Leary, DDS

35 W. Main St., North East, PA 16428   814-725-4705

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

716-736-7637
10775 W. Lake Rd, Ripley, NY

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.

(814) 459-0004
Family Owned and Operated

Save 5% with this coupon
~ Patrons of St. Joseph Church ~

Ed Rickrode’s 
Barber & Styling
Ed Rickrode, Owner

814-899-8999
3311 Buffalo Rd, Erie

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Call Now and Save 10%


