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Second Sunday Of Advent 

 

St. Gregory 

Thaumaturgus, 

Wonder�Worker, 

inspire us to a�

more lively faith,�

hope and charity�

through prayer,�

love for God and 

generous service�

to God’s people.�

�

Amen!�

�



ST. GREGORY THAUMATURGUS CHURCH� NORTH EAST, PA�

�

�

�

�

  �

�

Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish At A Glance... 

SACRAMENT INFORMATION�

Baptism � A baptism preparation session is required of all parents 

wishing to have their child(ren) baptized.  Parents must pre�register 

for the session.   Baptisms are celebrated during Mass, following the 

last Mass on Sunday, or by special arrangement.  Please schedule by 

calling the Parish Office.�

�

First Reconciliation/Eucharist – Children entering the 2

nd

 & 3

rd 

grades and who are active in the Faith Formation process (including 

St. Gregory Parish School children) are eligible to enter the sacra-

mental preparation sessions.  Sacraments are celebrated in late winter 

and spring.�

�

Confirmation – High School youth who are entering the 11

th

 grade 

and who are active in the Faith Formation process or attend a Catho-

lic High School are eligible to enter the Confirmation preparation 

program.  Sessions begin in the fall and Confirmation is celebrated in 

the spring.�

�

Matrimony � Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to the 

anticipated wedding date.  Church date and arrangements should pre-

cede all other wedding plans.�

�

Anointing of the Sick � The Sacrament is available to all those who 

are seriously ill or advanced in age.  Please call the Parish Office to 

request a visit by the priest.�

�

Reconciliation � The sacrament is celebrated weekly on Saturday 

from 4:00 � 4:30 PM, or by request.   There are two multi�parish cel-

ebrations during Advent and Lent.�

 �

PARISHIONER INFORMATION�

We are a welcoming Family of Faith who rejoice in God’s many 

blessings!  All members of the Parish receive envelopes and parish 

mailings.  St. Gregory Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, commit-

ted to serving the Lord through use of God�given time, talent and 

treasure.  Please use the membership form in the bulletin or visit the 

Parish Office to register.�

�

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD�

Children ages 4�10 are invited to participate in a special Liturgy 

of the Word during the 9:00 AM Sunday Mass.�

�

BULLETIN INFORMATION�

Groups or individuals wishing to have information published in the 

bulletin are asked to submit the information in writing, by e�mail or 

by phone call by Monday at 1:00 PM.  �

�

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)  �

Interested in the Catholic Faith?  Desire to receive the Sacraments 

you missed like Reconciliation, Eucharist or Confirmation?  The 

R.C.I.A. process is meant for you!  Please call the Parish Office for 

more information.�

�

PRAYER LINE�

Add your request for prayer by calling Rosemary Repko at 814�

602�6271�

�

THE DIOCESE OF ERIE�

Including the office for The Protection Of Children and Youth�

http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm �

�

�

A Welcoming Family Of Faith               

        In The Heart Of  

   North East, Pennsylvania 

St. Gregory Church�

48 South Pearl St. 814�725�9691�

Pastor, Rev. Thomas Brooks�

�

             Permanent Deacon, �

       Rev. Mr. Richard Winschel�

St. Gregory Parish Office�

and Our Mother of �

Perpetual Help Chapel�

136 W. Main St.�

814�725�9691�

Fax 814�725�1225�

www.stgregoryparish.info�

stgregs@roadrunner.com�

�

St. Gregory Parish School�

140 W. Main St.�

814�725�4571  �

Fax 814�725�4572�

gregory1@stgregs.net�

www.stgregs.net�

St. Gregory Cemetery�

West Main St. & Brickyard Rd�

814�725�9691�

 Celebrating Our 146th Anniversary   

       As A Parish Family And The  

   96th Anniversary Of Our Church 



Dear Members and Friends of the St. Gregory Parish Family,�

          A very happy and blessed Second Sunday of the Advent Season to you!  No doubt, as you walked into 

church last weekend or viewed the Mass online, you became quickly aware that our theme for our First Sunday 

of Advent together was “Hope.”  I think that the banner, prominently displayed in the sanctuary, boldly com-

municated that message.  This particular “first word” was chosen as a reminder that the virtue of “Hope” is 

most clearly expressed in the Person of Jesus Christ.  Yes, there are certainly many things in life that we may 

“hope for,” but our ultimate “Hope” rests in Jesus and His great promise of everlasting life!�

     With that in mind, the word selected as our theme for the Second Sunday of Advent is “Peace.”  Much like 

the First Sunday of Advent, this word comes to us as part of the proclamation of the first reading.  The Prophet 

Baruch is said to have been “a scribe,” someone who helped put the prophecy of Jeremiah into writing for all 

posterity.  With that in mind, like Jeremiah, he lived during the time of the Babylonian exile.  In fact, in my 

homily last Sunday, I chose to elaborate on the feelings the Israelites must have had as they lived as slaves in a 

foreign land.  Baruch’s message is one filled with encouragement and eager anticipation!  He reminds them of 

God’s love and loyalty and that God will deliver them from the Babylonians and return them to their homeland.  

Speaking of the great city of Jerusalem, as if talking to another person, Baruch offers these words of consolation 

and hope: “For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be named by God forever the peace of jus-

tice, the glory of God’s worship.” (Baruch 5,3�4)    The people are to return, they are to learn from their experi-

ence, they are to glorify God as a people who live in peace because they are just in their dealings with God and 

with one another!�

     Christmas is on the way!  And, no doubt, we eagerly anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus, the 

Prince of Peace, into our world.  The passage from the Gospel of St. Luke, that we will be using on Christmas 

Eve, reminds us of how the shepherds, who were out in the field tending their sheep, witnessed the appearance 

of angels who announced Jesus’ birth and praised God saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 

to those on whom His favor rests.” (Luke2,14) What a wonderful reminder that “Peace” was born into the world 

in the humble surroundings of a stable outside the town of Bethlehem.  �

     What always strikes me as very profound, my friends, is how Jesus is revealed in a very similar way follow-

ing His resurrection from the dead.  The disciples’ earthy “peace” of mind and heart has been shattered because 

of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross.  Unlike us, they aren’t yet aware of “the rest of the story.”  Can you 

imagine their surprise, their amazement, their joy when the Risen Jesus appears to them?  And it’s St. John who 

recalls His appearance to them as a group.  As they were gathered together, Jesus came right through the locked 

doors and said to them, “Peace be with you!”  In fact, Jesus repeats this greeting again yet a third time later in 

the same passage. (John 20,19�36)  �

     You see, friends, Jesus was born as “the Prince of Peace,” into the world!  Jesus rose and ascended to the 

Father sharing the gift of “Peace” with His disci-

ples!  And, all the years He lived here on earth, He 

literally embodied the message that if you want to 

“have peace,” you need to “live in peace,” to imi-

tate Him in the way He treated everyone throughout 

His entire life!  �

     I think it would be fair to say that we all would 

like to experience “Peace” in our lives.  We pray 

for “Peace” amongst nations and all the troubled 

areas of our world.  We pray for “Peace” in our 

own country, for an end to violence and hostile atti-

tudes that keep us at odds with one another.  We 

pray for “Peace” in our communities, parishes and 

families that we might find solidarity in the wonder-

ful God who loves us all despite our differences.  

We pray for “Peace” for ourselves, that we may do 

our best to help initiate the peace we long for in all 

our relationships with others.  Again, where do we 

find this “Peace?”  We discover it in the Lord Jesus, who wants to find a “birthing place,” not only in a town 

somewhere else many years ago, but here and now in our hearts!�

 

 



    Two of our favorite hymns, associated with “Peace,” are: “Let There Be Peace On Earth” and “The Prayer 

Of St. Francis.”  The common thread that unites them is the reminder that we need to take responsibility for 

helping bring about the Lord’s Kingdom of “Peace.”  How can there be “Peace on Earth?”  As the song goes, 

“Let it begin with me!”  How do we help reveal the great love of Jesus to those around us?  St. Francis encour-

ages us to pray: “Make me a channel of Your peace!”  May God bless us, my friends, as we do our very best to 

welcome Jesus into our minds and hearts, alleviate tensions, promote reconciliation, and help others to find the 

“Peace” they desire. I rejoice with you that Advent truly provides us with a special opportunity to reveal our 

“Prince of Peace” in thought, word and deed! �

�

   Fr. Tom  �

NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference)�

Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis, Indiana�

Two busses from the Diocese of Erie traveled to Indianapolis to join 10,000 other Catholic youth for a weekend 

filled with worship, song, adoration, service and fellowship.�

St. Gregory Parish sent seven youth and two adults to NCYC this year.�

Below they are pictured filling meal boxes, their service project for the Catholic Outreach, sharing a meal to-

gether, participating in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and celebrating being together at NCYC! �

Thank You to all who helped make this experience possible! 



We are pleased to announce that we will be 

holding our 9

th

 Annual Cash Bash on Feb-

ruary 5, 2022!  The safety of our friends and 

neighbors is our top priority so we will be 

celebrating this year with a virtually broad-

casted progressive raffle event on February 

5, 2022.  As you prepare for the Christmas 

season, we are pleased to advise that we will 

be selling advance tickets!  Tickets are $10 

each or 3 for $25.  �

�

Tickets will be available for purchase in the 

back of the church the following weekends: 

12/4 and 12/5, 12/11 and 12/12 & 12/18 and 

12/19.  They will also be available at the par-

ish office and the school office until Decem-

ber 22nd.  �

�

Tickets make terrific stocking stuffers! One 

ticket enters the ticket holder into ALL 16 

cash prize 

drawings that 

will take 

place during 

the evening 

including the 

last cash 

drawing worth $500!  �

�

Tickets are limited so get yours today!   �

Best wishes for a blessed Christmas to you 

all!! �

Our Knights of Columbus Council is 

having a sports calendar raffle. 

There are 2500 calendars available 

to purchase. The calendar provides the winner with 

a daily chance to win sports equipment or cash for 6 

months! Each calendar has 4 FOUR DIGIT NUM-

BERS, and the winning number is based on the 

evening draw of the PA Big Four. The calendar runs 

for 6 months starting January 1 and ending on June 

30th. That means you have a daily chance to win 

181 days � making a total of 742 chances to win! �

�

The calendar replaces our Sports Raffle and will 

help the Knights with their efforts to support their 

worthy causes throughout the year.�  You can pur-

chase a calendar for $40. Calendars can be pur-

chased from any Knight, or at the parish office. Any 

questions, contact Mark Blackburn 814�881�9442 or 

George Beckes 814�882�4204. They make great 

stocking stuffers and presents for this Christmas 

season! �

�

�

�

�

The Wonder�Workers will meet on Wednesday, 

December 8, 2021, after the 6:00 PM Mass in the 

Parish Family Room (lower� level of the Church)�

Thank You! 

�

The Thanksgiving Collection this year totaled 

$1,670.00, the highest amount ever!  Thanks to your 

generosity $835.00 will be given to the North East 

Food Pantry and $835.00 will be deposited in the St. 

Gregory Needy Fund as we do our best to support 

our less fortunate sisters and brothers in a variety of 

ways.�

You are indeed, a blessing to others 

and reveal Jesus’ love in so many 

ways!  God bless you!�

  Wonder�Workers�

 Lottery Tree Raffle�

�

The Wonder�Workers 

will be selling chances 

for a Lottery Tree on the 

weekends of �

December 11, 12 and 17, 

18.�

Winning ticket will be 

drawn after the Noon 

Mass on December 18th.�

Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00�

Looking ahead….�

�

The Wonder�Workers will hold their Holiday Bake 

Sale the weekend of December 17th & 18th after all 

the Masses.�



 

 

 

     �

Sessions for grades K�8 at St. Gregory 

School on:�

        �

        �

   December 5, 12�

           Class time is 10:20�11:15 AM�

�

Sessions for grades 9 & 10 in the lower�

level of the Church on:�

   December 5, 12 �

           Class time is 10:15�11:30 AM�

�

       Confirmation Sessions:�

December 5� Rite of Enrollment at�

                          the 9:00 AM Mass�

�

December 12�

�

Confirmation Class meets in the Parish Family 

Room (lower level of the Church) from �

1:00�2:30 PM �

 

For more information or if you any concerns call 

Jen Humes at 814�450�6533 or email at 

jhumes@roadrunner.com�

�

�

�

�

�

Many thanks for the recent gifts to the �

St. Gregory Thaumaturgus Parish�

Perpetual Endowment Fund:�

 In loving memory of �

�

Norine Carll�

from�

                             Joe & Tamie Lander�

�

Your gifts; current, planned, or deferred; are greatly �

appreciated!�

�

Please return your envelopes for 

Christmas Flower Memorials by 

Monday, December 6th.  �

�

The list of memorials will be in-

cluded in the Christmas weekend �

bulletin as well as online.  Thank you!�

St. Gregory Wonder�Workers �

Wedding Soup Sale�

For those who placed orders for the Wedding 

Soup, you may pick up your soup on Saturday, De-

cember 4th, before or a�er the 5:00 PM Mass or 

on Sunday, December 5th, before or a�er the 7:30, 

9:00 AM or the Noon Mass.�

A limited quan+ty of soup will also be available for 

those wan+ng to purchase but did not pre�order.�

$4.00 for a pint;  $8.00 for a Quart�

2 quarts for $15.00�

Pray For Our Members In The Military�

�

Sergeant 1

st

 Class Gregory Artise, Fort Sill, OK�

�

PV2 Cody Denton, US Army, Fort Stewart�

�

Warrant Officer Tommy Carey, US Army�

�

Specialist Tucker Ditrich, US Army, Fort Riley, 

Kansas�

�

Lt. Col. Andrew A. Dulin USAF Fort Meade, Mary-

land�

�

Major Michelle Bostic Dulin USAF, Quantico, VA�

�

Cpt. Christopher K. Braun, Jr. USAF, Shaw AFB, 

SC�

�

Specialist Sean Newara, US Army, Fort Drum, NY�

�

Jon Jobczynski USAF, Senior Airman, Fort Walton, 

FL�

�

Lt. “jg” Alexander Mobilia, US Navy, USS Lake 

Erie, Pacific�

�

A1C  Marissa Hodges, USAF, 171

st

 Air Refueling 

Wing, Pittsburgh, PA�

�

SSG. Jeremy Jon Gullo, US Army, Kuwait�

�

For changes/additions call Barb : 814�873�5746�

�

Prayer for the Military�

Lord, hold Your troops in Your loving hands.  Pro-

tect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 

families for the selfless acts they perform for us in 

our time of need.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.   

Amen.      �

 �

Choir Rehearsal Thursday, �

       December 9, 2021 at 7:15 PM.�

�



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                                                                     DECEMBER 5, 2021�

�

� St. Gregory Church Membership Form  (Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to Parish Office)�

� �

       Name__________________________________Phone___________________________�

�

� Address_________________________________________________________________�

�

□ New Registration�

□ Change of Address�

□ Moving out of Parish�

□ Want Envelopes�

              

 

�

�

SATURDAY, December 4�

5:00 PM� Frank Filutze & Deceased Family Members� 

Family�

�

SUNDAY, December 5�

7:30 AM�Lawrence & Violet Bailey�Daughter�in�Law Tina 

Bailey�

�

9:00 AM�Parishioners Living & Deceased�

�

Noon � Alfonso Restifo�Vincent & Mary Jo Newara�

�

MONDAY, December 6�

8:00 AM�Geraldine Wood� Moffat Family�

�

TUESDAY, December 7�

8:00 AM� Louis Newara�Steve & Pattie Stempka�

�

6:00 PM� Robert Kowalewski�Family�

�

  �

WEDNESDAY, December 8, The Immaculate Conception�

9:00 AM �School Mass� Faculty & Students only�

�

12:10 PM �Wally & Jennie Cheshire� Monica Zewe�

�

THURSDAY, December 9�

12:10 PM� Ruth Ann Keeley�Dan & Ann Keeley�

�

FRIDAY, December 10�

8:00 AM �Robert Doyle� Maureen & Harry Gratto�

  �

SATURDAY, December 11�

�

5:00 PM� Ruth Ann Keeley� Steve & Pattie Stempka�

�

SUNDAY, December 12�

7:30 AM�Casey & Lucy Laskowski�Dave & Ginny 

Thornton�

�

9:00 AM�Parishioners Living & deceased�

�

Noon � Carolyn Anderson�Rexford�Marcia Carll�Grafius�

�

�

The SANCTUARY LAMP is burning this�

week in honor of �

The Blessed Sacrament�

�

�

Confessions will be heard on Saturday �

from 4:00�4:30 PM.  �

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION�

November 20/21, 2021�

� � Envelopes Mailed��������������������������������������������������������������596�

� � Regular Envelopes Used����������������������������������������������������110�

       Amount in Adult's Envelopes����������������������������������$6,115.00�

       Loose��������������������������������������������������������������������������$254.00�

�    Building Maintenance�������������������������������������������������$245.00�

       Electronic Giving �������������������������������������������������������$338.30�

       All Saints’ Day ������������������������������������������������������������$10.00�

        TOTAL  ……….………................................ .....$6,962.30�

Fiscal year�to�date offertory collection................  $153,718.69�

Fiscal year�to�date offertory budget….................  $161,538.51�

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION�

November 27/28, 2021�

� � Envelopes Mailed��������������������������������������������������������������596�

� � Regular Envelopes Used�����������������������������������������������������71�

       Amount in Adult's Envelopes����������������������������������$6,863.35�

       Loose��������������������������������������������������������������������������$269.00�

�    Building Maintenance���������������������������������������������������$27.00�

       Electronic Giving ������������������������������������������������������$838.30�

       Christmas Flowers ��������������������������������������������������$1,371.00�

        TOTAL  ……….………................................ .....$9,368.65�

Fiscal year�to�date offertory collection................  $163,087.34�

Fiscal year�to�date offertory budget….................  $169,230.82�

The Immaculate Conception is a doctrine of the �

Roman Catholic Church that states that the Blessed 

Virgin Mary was free from Original Sin from the 

very moment of her conception in the womb of her 

mother, Saint Anne. �

We celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-

ception on Wednesday, December 8th, it is a Holy 

Day of Obligation.�

Please remember our deceased in your prayers…�

�

  Kim Becker; Jeff Lewis; Barbara Toy; 

Francis Barnhart; Martin Szklenski; �

Arthur “Bud” Mills; Paul Hitchcock�

�

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.�
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Knights of Columbus
St. Alphonsus Ligouri

Council   #4262
                 Charity      Unity
                 Fraternity  Patriotism

Contact the Rectory for information

William D. Elkin Funeral Home
65 South Lake Street

725-4511
Timothy P. Elkin, F.D.  •  William D. Elkin, F.D.

Pre-Arrangements Available

EADES INSURANCE AGENCY
Ralph H. Eades

Auto, Home, Life, Business
725-2222

eadesins@aol.com

814-899-9900

2250 East 33rd Street
Erie, PA 16510

OLLINGER
PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

 Residential • Commercial
 Quality Installations
 & Service
 899-2809

www.northeastnurses.com

 John E. Dudzinski, D.O.
 Philip C. DeVore D.O.
	 Board	Certified	Family	Practice
 115 East Main
 “Health For the Whole Family”

 Call  725-8774  For an appointmentParishioner

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

725-4505
www.bowersfuneralhome.com

92 South Lake Street
North East, PA 16428

THIS SPACE IS

Rizzo’s ContractingRizzo’s Contracting
RoofingRoofing

Hand Nailed Roofs for over 46 years!Hand Nailed Roofs for over 46 years!
Roofing/Siding • General ContractingRoofing/Siding • General Contracting

Additions • Lead Paint CertifiedAdditions • Lead Paint Certified
CALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATESCALL US FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

725-5646 / 449-7396725-5646 / 449-7396

 BOB MARTIN, CLU
 State Farm Insurance
10425 W Main Rd, North East, PA

814-725-3300
Toll Free 800-445-6044

Proudly Serving North East Since 1992!
Joseph O’Leary, DDS • G. Peter Moylan, DMD • Chad O’Leary, DDS

35 W. Main St., North East, PA 16428   814-725-4705

5416 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-8600

www.brevillier.org 

Ball Pavilion
Short Term Rehab
Long Term Nursing Care

Barnabas Court
Licensed Personal Care, 
Residency & Independent 
Living.

Conrad House
Independent Living

716-736-7637
10775 W. Lake Rd, Ripley, NY

Ed Rickrode’s 
Barber & Styling
Ed Rickrode, Owner

814-899-8999
3311 Buffalo Rd, Erie

Contact Tim Weir
to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or

(800) 477-4574 x6568


