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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD� JANUARY 12, 2020�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� When asked by a young reporter if pitching 

against the New York Yankees in the World 

Series was the most unnerving experience in his 

life, Hall of Fame baseball pitcher Warren Spahn 

put things in perspective as he replied, “Well, 

there was the Battle of the Bulge.”  Spahn was 

one of many who fought in what Winston Churchill 

called “the greatest American battle of World War 

II.”  �

� This year marks the 75

th

 anniversary the 

Battle of the Bulge, Hitler’s last major offensive in 

the war against the Western Front.  His aim was 

to split the Allies in their drive toward Germany, 

and the timing of the attack was strategic as 

freezing rain, thick fog, deep snow drifts, and 

record�breaking low temperatures made 

conditions intolerable.  Spahn, from Buffalo, New 

York, thought he knew what it was like to be cold, 

but would later say, “I didn’t really know cold until 

the Battle of the Bulge.”  More than 15,000 “cold 

injuries” were reported, including trench foot, 

pneumonia, and frostbite.    �

� Lasting six weeks, from December 16, 

1944 to January 25, 1945, the assault which was 

also called the Battle of the Ardennes, took place 

with some 30 German divisions attacking battle�

fatigued American troops across 85 miles of the 

densely wooded Ardennes Forest. The name 

given to the battle came from the appearance of a 

large bulge created in the Allied line as German 

forces drove into the Ardennes.  The battle proved 

to be the costliest ever fought by the United 

States Army, which suffered nearly 100,000 

casualties.  �

� As the battle wore on, it would be 

Christmas Day, 1944, that proved to be a blessing 

for Allied Forces as the skies finally opened and 

Allied Air Forces were able to provide much 

needed support.  Along with Allied Air Force 

support and strategic maneuvering by American 

ground forces under the leadership of men such 

as General George Patton, the Allied Forces were 

able to break through the 

German lines and claim 

victory on January 25, 

1945.  The Allies then set 

their sights and headed 

for Berlin.  The war in the 

European Theater lasted 

less than five months 

later with Germany 

surrendering on May 7

th

.  �

� According to the 

United States Department 

of Defense, 1 million�plus 

Allied troops, including some 500,000 Americans, 

fought in the Battle of the Bulge, with 

approximately 19,000 soldiers killed in action, 

47,500 wounded and 23,000�plus missing. About 

100,000 Germans were killed, wounded or 

captured.  As one writer put it, “The Ardennes 

Campaign of 1944�45 was only one in a series of 

difficult engagements in the battle for Europe.  

Nevertheless, it can be said that the Ardennes 

Campaign epitomized them all. For it was here 

that American and German combat soldiers met in 

the decisive struggle that broke the back of the 

Nazi war machine.”�

� Warren Spahn received the Bronze Star 

as well as the Purple Heart for his service to our 

country.  He would be discharged in April, 1946 

and returned to the then Boston Braves to post an 

8 � 5 season.  He would go on to win 363 games 

in his illustrious career that ended in 1965.  He is 

quoted as saying that his experience as part of 

the Battle of the Bulge and in the fight over the 

Bridge at Remagen “taught him something about 

challenges, and about what is important and what 

isn’t.” He said, “After what I went through 

overseas, I never thought of anything I was told to 

do in baseball as hard work. You get over feeling 

like that when you spend days on end sleeping in 

frozen tank tracks in enemy threatened territory.  

Everything I tackle in baseball and in life I take as 

a challenge rather than work.”  �

� The 75

th

 anniversary of the Battle of the 

Bulge should serve as a reminder to all of us of 

the sacrifice made so people like you and me can 

continue to enjoy many of the freedoms that come 

with living in the United States.  May we, like 

Warren Spahn and others, always pray that we 

may be able to distinguish between what is truly 

important and what is not…and that we may pay 

attention to and place our efforts on that which is 

important.�

�

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

THANK YOU’S�

�

Operation Assisting Santa:�

On behalf of “Operation Assisting Santa,” I would like 

to personally thank all the members of the St. Luke 

Parish who participated in the Angel Tree to benefit 

our local needy veterans and their families. Because 

of your generous support we were able to help over 

80 families and 300 children, allowing these true 

American heroes to have the type of Christmas they 

truly deserve. It is because of people like you, along 

with hundreds of other people and organizations, this 

project is possible. Again thank you from the bottom 

of my heart for all your tremendous support over the 

years and for any future consideration. � Mooch 

Zielewski, Co�Ordinator “Operation Assisting Santa”�

�

Christmas Wishes Dinner Theater:�

The Bond family wishes to extend their gratitude to 

EVERYONE that played a part in making “Christmas 

Wishes” dinner theater a huge success! Without the 

support of our loving community, we would not be 

able to share the good news of being able to pay off 

the van loan!!! Rest assured that any additional funds 

received will be placed back into a retirement account 

to replace the funds used to meet the $76,000 price 

tag of the new wheelchair accessible van. Thanks 

again and know that you are all prayed for in 

thanksgiving for the caring generosity and may you 

receive blessings back ten�fold.  Peace, love and light 

always.  � Sincerely, The Bond Family�

�

CONGRATULATIONS to the following St. Luke 

parishioners who achieved recognition in the area of 

academics at Cathedral Preparatory School and Villa 

Maria Academy. First Honors: Michael Kuzma, Luke 

Markiewicz, Mark Miller, Amelia Kuzma, Sahra 

Gustafson and Tara Thomas; Second Honors: Kurt 

Johnson, Jacob Kruszewski, Mitchell Sweeney, 

Alexander Vahey, Kasey Wagner, Lauren Baloga, 

Kaitlyn Bruno, Madelyn Hilling, Leah Markiewicz, 

Faith Rebich, Julia Reiser, Isabelle Schoonover 

and Emma Seyboldt.�

�

LECTORS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS � The 

schedule for February 4 through the end of May, 2020 

will begin soon. Please respond by Wednesday, 

January 22 with any dates you are not available to 

Brenda by calling 882�7850, 825�6536 or by emailing  

bobbie2526@verizon.net.�

�

PLEASE JOIN the Liturgy Committee today, January 

12, after the 11:30 am Mass to help deconstruct and 

store our Christmas environment and prepare for 

Ordinary Time. You are welcome to take a poinsettia 

from the sanctuary after the 11:30 am Mass only. 

Plastic sleeves will be available for the plants. �

�

OUR NEIGHBORS’ PLACE � Thank you for making 

Our Neighbors’ Place a reality. The session for 

January 15 � 29 is underway. We are still in need of 

the following donations: coffee, hot cocoa, creamer, 

pop, drink mixes, cereal, snacks such as potato chips, 

pretzels and fresh fruit. We also accept men’s and 

women’s winter clothing items, especially warm 

gloves. Monetary donations are also accepted, please 

make checks payable to St. John the Baptist 

Outreach. If you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Ellen at 873�1284 or Mary at 873�2981.�

�

GIFT CARD COLLECTION � St. Luke Pastoral  

Council is collecting gift cards for Our Neighbors 

Place. The gift cards should be for $10, and 

redeemable at any fast food establishment. Please 

remember that your gift card not only provides a hot 

meal but also four hours of warmth during these cold 

winter months. Please place your gift card(s) in an 

envelope labelled “PC Gift Card” and place in the 

collection basket during Mass or drop off at the parish 

office. If you have any questions, please contact Sean 

Costello at 572�8479.�

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:�

$8,634.61 X 4 weeks in January�������������$34,538.44�

�

Sunday Collections as of January 5, 2020�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,441.00�

�

Sunday 01/05/2020������������������������������������$6,634.36�

�

Sunday 01/12/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 01/19/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 01/26/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$11,075.36�

�

Christmas �������������������������������������������������$8,561.00�

�

Solemnity of Mary�������������������������������������$1,636.25�

�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�

�

SAVE THE DATES�

�

Saturday, March 28�

1:38 Women’s Conference �

at Our Lady of Peace, Erie.�

�

Sunday, July 26�

St. Luke Parish Picnic �

at St. Nick’s Grove, Erie�



� PRE�CANA CLASS � An all day session of 

presentations by married couples for engaged couples 

to be married in 2020 will be held here at St. Luke on 

Sunday, February 16. Interested couples are asked 

to call the parish office at 825�6920 for more 

information and to make a reservation. Space is 

limited.�

�

TUESDAY DOLLAR MOVIES � Mercy Hilltop Center, 

444 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie invites everyone to 

attend their Tuesday Dollar Movies at 1:00 pm for 

$1.00, which includes snacks and refreshments. The 

next movie on the Hilltop is January 14 featuring 

Book Club (2018). It stars� Diane Keaton,� Jane 

Fonda,� Candice Bergen, and� Mary Steenburgen� as 

four friends who read Fifty Shades of Grey as part of 

their monthly book club, and subsequently begin to 

change how they view their personal relationships. �

�

MUSIC FOR VETERANS will be at Mercy Hilltop 

Center, 444 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie on Wednesday, 

January 15, beginning at 2:30 pm. Music for 

Veterans will not only discuss their organization and 

how you may be able to help them continue their 

mission, but also to demonstrate their talent with a 

performance. Please call 824�2214 to RSVP. This 

event is free and open to the public. �

�

RETREAT FOR CAREGIVERS � Join us at Villa Maria 

Education and Spirituality Center in Villa Maria, PA for 

a retreat entitled, Self�Care Retreat for Caregivers. 

The retreat will be held January 24 � 26, from 7:00 

pm Friday to noon Sunday. The retreat will be 

presented by Dena Deluco and Maureen Lauer�Gatta. 

For more information go to www.vmesc.org or call 

(724) 964�8886.�

�

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER WEEKEND� is 

scheduled for January 24 � 26

 

at the St. Mark Catholic 

Center, 429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie. Engagement 

Encounter satisfies diocesan requirements for 

marriage in the Church. Contact the Family Life Office 

at (814) 824�1261, by email 

at� familylife@erieRCD.org�  or visit www.eriercd.org/

familylifeoffice�for more information.�

�

SURVIVING DIVORCE MINISTRY, a 12 week group 

to help those who are separated or divorced, will run 

on Wednesdays from February 12 � May 6, 2020 

from 6:30 � 8:00 pm at the St. Mark Catholic Center, 

429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie. The cost is $15 for a 

journal. Many topics to begin healing will be 

addressed through DVDs with experienced presenters 

and real men and women who have felt the pain of 

divorce. Please call the Family Life Office at 824�1261 

or email familylife@eriercd.org for more information 

and/or to register.�

�
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�

�

�

�

News from the St. Luke School Advancement Office�

�

� I don’t ever set a New Year’s resolution for myself, but 2020 has me setting one! I realize that I 

have been neglecting to keep our St. Luke Church families updated on the activities, lives and actions 

of our school children. My resolution is to provide you with a monthly column doing just that!�

� Where do I start? There have been many changes over the last two years. Let’s start with the 

actual building which has had many classrooms moved around while other areas and rooms have been 

updated. The first major change you would come upon if you entered the office is the security wall/

window. Adults are no longer able to enter the office without the staff buzzing them in so the freedom to 

enter the halls or classrooms is gone and the safety of the children and staff is enriched.�

� Every classroom except four have been moved. Our front hallway classrooms are now our 

preschool and kindergarten rooms, with grades 1 � 3 being moved upstairs. The technology room is 

located in the back half of the library and furnished with new computers, tables and an interactive 

whiteboard. Our 6

th

, 7

th

 and 8

th

 graders are now in the back hallway with lockers and a brand new 

science lab. �

� We have seen teachers retire, teachers return, new teachers join the staff and a few different 

changes of leadership. Mrs. Audrey Coletta came to us at the start of the 2018�19 school year and is 

our current principal. Our enrollment has remained strong with the addition of 36 new families this 

school year. �

� Kindness has been our goal for the past year and that remains our goal for this year. We know 

that with the ever present social media outlets, being kind to each other needs to take the lead in our 

daily activities. Our children have had the privilege of a visit from Mike McCoy, both a former Erie 

resident and Green Bay Packer, bringing his faith�based message of hope and encouragement to 

develop the self�confidence to achieve true success as planned by our Creator. The Safe 2 Say 

Program was introduced to everyone with a visit from Jeff Veley. This program mixed magic with the 

confidence to call for help for themselves or their friends. The final visit was Scooter Christensen, a 

current member of the Harlem Globetrotters. Scooter talked about bullying and introduced the children 

to the T.E.A.M. program. This program is an antibullying program that teaches the children to TALK to 

someone, EMPATHIZE with someone, ASK for help if needed and MOBILIZE a plan of action. He also 

brought a few of his basketball skills with him and even had a few of our students and a teacher 

showing off some new tricks he taught them (those can be seen on our Facebook page 

www.Facebook.com/SaintLukeSchool). Children and adults can never have too many resources to help 

them be kind to each other. We will continue to bring in speakers and programs to give the children the 

tools they need.�

� I will do my best to keep you in the loop on the many activities that are happening around St. 

Luke School. I know that being a mother of four SLS graduates and as a graduate myself, my family 

has been blessed to be a part of this Crusader family. We’ve learned kindness and love should take the 

lead on all we do. The faculty and staff here at SLS will continue to focus on that in the years to come, 

and I will try my hardest to not break this 2020 resolution.�

�

� � � � � � � � God bless and have a great week!�

�

� � � � � � � � JoAnn Scheppner’81�

� � � � � � � � Advancement Director�

� � � � � � � � 814�825�7105 ext. 225�

� � � � � � � � jscheppner@eriecatholic.org�



MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11�

� 4:30� †The Deceased Members of �

� �       the Lichtenberger Family�

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 (Baptism of the Lord)�

� 9:00� †Gertrude Peters (Neighbors of Rita Fuhrman)�

� 11:30� †Paul Bensur, Sr. (Dr. David Strasser & Family)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, JANUARY 13 (St. Hilary)�

� 8:00� †Jesse Verga (Bob Weber)�

� 5:15� †(Birth) Tony Lackovic (Wife & Sons)�

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14�

� 8:00� †Louise Hayes (The Marino Family)�

� 5:15� †Margaret & Arthur Liebel (Daughter, Pat Liebel)�

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15�

� 8:00� †Audrey & Richard Korzeniewski (Estate)�

� 5:15� †Ron Miller (Tim & Marlene Spaeder)�

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16�

� 8:00� †The Parents of Glenn & Carol Kuzma �

� �      (Glenn & Carol)�

� 5:15� †Rose & Anthony Cianella and �

� �      Henry & Mary Jaraczewski (Estate)�

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 (St. Anthony)�

� 8:00� Special Intention�

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18�

� 4:30� †Ethel VanVolkenburg (Sue & Jerry Verga)�

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19�

� 9:00� †Ernie Kisiel�

� 11:30� †Delores Bargielski (Rose Marie Bargielski)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Rose Banaszek from Rita Frith.�

�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

WEEK OF JANUARY 13�

8:00� Giana Farrell   (M � F)�

5:15� Rob Connor   (M � Th)�

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18�

4:30� Anna, Leah and Luke Markiewicz�

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19�

9:00� Cole Hosack, Mykaela Seneca, Caylen & Keira Spano�

11:30� Rob Connor, Lexy Kosobucki, Kaydence Weitzel�

6:00� Kurt Johnson, Elizabeth Northern�

�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

Please pray for the soul of 

parishioner, Joan Kuhl, mother 

of parishioners Carolyn Kuhl and 

Kristy Klapsinos, who passed 

away this past week. Our 

sympathy is extended to her family.�

�

MEMORIALS to St. Luke Church were 

received in loving memory of Joan Kuhl from 

Kathy & Tom Burik, Nancy Potter, Mr. & 

Mrs. Louis Floros, Tom & Janice Tobin and 

family, Barry Grossman, David & Kathryn 

Tullio, Mike & Maria Burenko, Dave & Barb 

Monteith,  and Chris Sweeney.�

�

ALL CHURCH DOORS will be locked during 

the 8:30 am Student Liturgy on Fridays during 

the school year. The only entrance will be the 

east side entrance until approximately 8:25 

am. Please identify yourself to the teacher 

monitoring the door for access into Mass. This 

is to provide better safety for the St. Luke 

School students. �

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � The words in 

today’s gospel, “This is my beloved, with Him I 

am pleased,” are words every child needs to 

hear often. Affirmation is important to raise 

happy and confident children. �

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD� JANUARY 12, 2020�

�

PRO�LIFE EVENTS�

�

ERIE MARCH FOR LIFE, “Undeniably 

Human, from Day One!” is Saturday, 

January 18. Please arrive at Perry Square by 

10:45 am, the march will begin at 11:00 am. 

The march will conclude by 12:30 pm with a 

program of speakers at the Perry Square 

Pavilion. �

�

WASHINGTON, DC MARCH FOR LIFE, 

“Life Empowers!” is Friday, January 24. Join 

hundreds of thousands of pro�life Americans 

in a march up Constitution Ave. Support our 

pro�life government officials and tell congress 

the time has come for major progress on 

human life issues. Time will be available to 

visit our members of congress after the 

march. Bus seats are $55 and seats are 

limited so make your reservation early. The 

bus will leave Erie Thursday evening, January 

23, at 11:00 pm and will return early Saturday 

morning, January 25, around 1:30 am. Please 

contact People for Life, 1625 W. 26th St., 

Erie, at 882�1333 or by email: 

office@peopleforlife.org for additional 

information or to make a reservation. �
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

Column Care Chiropractic
 LLC
 Dr. Brent Wyman, D.C.
 1006 E. 38th Street
 Erie, PA 16504

 814-824-5299

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

WWME.org

WORLDWIDE
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

February 14 - 16 Grove City, PA
Call (330) 305-9963

Rekindle Romance.
Restore Communication.

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment

3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504
(814) 825-7373

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

For all your physical therapy
needs call to schedule

your appointment today
5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

814-860-7816

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


