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PASTOR’S DESK�

�

February 2

nd

: who would have thought 

this date would have both religious and 

weather�related significance and that there 

would be a connection between them?  I was 

originally going to begin this Pastor’s Desk 

with an old English poem but decided to wait 

a bit before presenting it to you.  �

February 2

nd

 marks the celebration of 

the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord and 

honors the day Mary and Joseph presented 

the infant Jesus at the Temple.  In bringing 

their child to the Temple and offering a 

sacrifice, Jesus’ parents were following the 

Mosaic Law (see Leviticus 12:6; and also 

Luke 2:22, “And when the time came for their 

purification according to the Law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord.”)  The Mosaic Law stated that 

40 days was the period for purification after 

the birth of a child, therefore the presentation 

took place 40 days after Jesus was born.  

This is another “Epiphany” celebration if you 

will as Jesus is “revealed” through the canticle 

and words of Simeon and the testimony of 

Anna the prophetess, Luke 2:22�40.   �

This Feast was first observed in the 

Eastern Church and by the sixth century 

began to be observed in the Western Church 

(Roman).  There was a penitential flavor in 

the West complete with solemn blessings and 

procession of candles.  Jesus Christ is the 

light of the world who came to lead us out of 

darkness so we may experience true 

redemption and peace.  Hence, the blessing 

and processing of candles on this day as 

tradition has caused the February 2

nd 

feast to 

also be referred to as Candlemas Day.  �

Candlemas became linked to weather 

predictions about the end of winter because 

of an old English poem: “If Candlemas be fair 

and bright, come winter, 

have another flight.  If 

Candlemas bring clouds 

and rain, go winter, and 

come not again.”  It makes 

sense to prognosticate, or 

to foretell an event in the 

future, in early February, 

especially February 2

nd

 as 

the date marks the 

midpoint between the 

winter solstice and the 

spring equinox.         �

In more recent times 

in our neck of the woods, 

February 2

nd

 finds 

significance to both young and old as the fate 

of spring hangs in the balance as the 

prognosticator of prognosticators peeks its 

head out and looks for its shadow.  Built on 

the same connection as the old English 

poem, “fair and bright” equal sun which 

equals shadows which equals more winter…

while “clouds and rain” equal no sun which 

equals no shadows which equals spring will 

arrive soon.  Many will wait with baited breath 

as to what  prediction will come from 

Punxsutawney Phil.�

The Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, or Candlemas Day falls on a Sunday 

this year and it probably is good that it does.  I 

say this because it’s one of those feasts that 

can easily become lost when it falls during the 

week, especially because the attention will be 

placed on a groundhog who may or may not 

see its shadow.  While Groundhog Day is 

certainly a cute tradition and a wonderful 

money maker for a small western 

Pennsylvania town, let us not forget the 

importance of the Holy Family who traversed 

difficult roads and conditions to do what was 

asked of them and present their child at the 

Temple.  Jesus is THE LIGHT OF THE 

WORLD and along with His mom and dad are 

beautiful examples for all of us to follow.  May 

we do what is asked of us and through our 

words and actions present Jesus to others.�

�

� � � Peace,  �

� � � Fr. John �

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

PRETZEL SANDWICH SALE � St. Luke Boy Scout 

Troop 9 will be having their delicious pretzel sandwich 

sale this weekend, February 1 and 2, after all the 

Masses. Ham & swiss, turkey & provolone and salami 

& provolone will be available for $3.00 each or 3 

sandwiches for $8.00.�

�

ALL CHURCH DOORS will be locked during the 8:30 

am Student Liturgy on Fridays during the school year. 

The only entrance will be the east side entrance from 

approximately 8:15 � 8:25 am. Please identify yourself 

to the teacher monitoring the door for access into 

Mass. This is to provide better safety for the St. Luke 

School students. �

�

SPRING TRACK COACH NEEDED � St. 

Luke School is in need of a track coach for 

the upcoming season. Erie Catholic School 

System Clearances for Coaches  are 

required. Please contact Ron Bryant at  

490�3939 if interested. �

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION � You are invited to 

spend an hour with our Lord in the Blessed 

Sacrament. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 

begin Friday, February 7, after the 8:30 am Student 

Liturgy and continue until 4:30 pm at which time we 

will have benediction. From St. Alphonsus Liguori, “Of 

all devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament is the greatest after the sacraments, the 

one dearest to God and the one most helpful to us.” 

There are brochures at the exits of the church 

explaining Adoration. Please come and adore Him.�

THE WORD AMONG US, a monthly 

and sometimes bi�monthly magazine 

filled with spiritual articles, Scripture 

meditations, and daily Mass readings, 

has offered a unique opportunity to 

bring the magazine to parishes for 

just over $1.00 per copy. If purchased 

singularly, it would cost almost $6.00 per copy. St. 

Luke Parish has purchased 100 copies of The Word 

Among Us. They will be available in the church this 

weekend, February 1 & 2. I, Fr. John, truly believe 

you will enjoy the magazine and will refer to it often.�

�

COFFEE & DONUTS will be served in the cafeteria 

following the Sunday 9:00 am and 11:30 am Masses 

today, February 2. Join the Scouts as they welcome 

our new parishioners. The Health Ministry Committee 

will be providing blood pressure screening and health 

information.�

�

FAMILY LITURGY � Our Family Mass is scheduled 

for today, February 2, at 11:30 am. The sixth grade 

students of St. Luke School have been instrumental in 

planning this Mass.�

�

WE WELCOME  to St. Luke Parish 

the following new parishioners: Mark 

and Ann Jaskiewicz, Edward and 

Vikki Finck & family.�

��

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS � When you 

are reading the bulletin this week, take some time to 

look at the names of the many advertisers that 

support St. Luke. These wonderful businesses show 

their support by advertising in our Sunday bulletin. We 

should return the favor by letting them know how 

much we appreciate it. When you are shopping or 

looking for a business, look to our advertiser page and 

let them know you saw their ad in our Sunday bulletin. 

Be sure to thank them for their support whether you 

are a new or long�time customer. A representative 

from LPi will be in the church office the week of 

February 3, if you would like to learn more about   

advertising in our bulletin.�

�

THANK YOU for your generosity toward last week’s 

collection for the Catholic Communication Campaign 

(CCC). Your support helps the CCC spread the 

Gospel message and connect millions of people with 

Christ, here in the United States and around the 

world. If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to 

give! Simply place your envelope from your mailed 

packet  or use a plain envelope clearly labeled 

Catholic Communication in the collection basket 

during Mass, drop it off at the church office, or place it 

in the mail. You may also give online by visiting 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. �

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:�

$8,634.61 X 4 weeks in January�������������$34,538.44�

�

Sunday Collections as of January 26, 2020�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,861.00�

�

Sunday 01/05/2020������������������������������������$6,634.36�

�

Sunday 01/12/2020������������������������������������$6,324.38�

�

Sunday 01/19/2020������������������������������������$5,091.26�

�

Sunday 01/26/2020������������������������������������$7,104.55�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$30,015.55�

�

Catholic Communication Campaign�����������$949.00�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�
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Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 65 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office��������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax�������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email�������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Church Website����������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook�����www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain����������������������������������866�1487�

School Office���������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax�������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website�������������������www.slserie.org�

K of C Website��������������www.koc11229.org�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

�����������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil����������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 am.�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of �������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays�������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after morning �

Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. �

To sign�up, please contact Judy Krasnesky at 454�1634.�

�

�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who are welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

�

PARISH STAFF�

Pastor      Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate      Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons      Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

� Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director      Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal� Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers�Rich Wiler and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff� Deidre Brown and Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honard�

CHILD PROTECTION & CREATING SAFE 

ENVIRONMENTS � February is Teen Dating Violence 

Awareness Month. Teen dating violence is a serious 

problem in the United States. One in three high school 

students experience either physical or sexual violence, 

or both, that is perpetrated by someone they are 

dating or going out with. One in ten high school 

students has been purposefully hit, slapped or 

physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend. Teen dating 

violence can be physical, emotional or sexual. Teen 

dating violence can be prevented through empowering 

teens to lead healthy lives and establish healthy 

relationships. Healthy relationships consist or trust, 

honesty, respect, equality and compromise. Visit 

www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ to see what the 

diocese is doing to help maintain safe environments 

for children and youth. �

�

THE 7TH ANNUAL 22:32 MEN’S 

CONFERENCE  will be held on Saturday, 

February 29, at Our Lady of Peace, Erie. 

There is a tremendous slate of speakers: 

Dr. Ralph Martin is the Director of 

Graduate Theology Programs in 

Evangelization at Sacred Heart Major 

Seminary in Detroit; Chris Padgett is a 

singer and songwriter, Catholic convert, evangelist 

and father of nine; and Fr. Michel Denk is the founder 

of The Prodigal Father and an acclaimed speaker. Fr. 

Larry Richards will be the master of ceremonies. 

Bishop Persico will preside at the opening ceremony, 

participate throughout the day’s activities and be the 

main celebrant of the closing Mass. For more 

information about the day, please visit 

www.2232Men.com.�

�

THE 6TH ANNUAL 1:38 

WOMEN’S 

CONFERENCE �

is based on the theme of 

Luke 1:38 � “Behold, I am 

the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” This 

year’s theme for the conference is “BEE the 

ATTITUDE!” relating to Matthew 5:12 � “Rejoice and 

be glad.” The conference will be Saturday, March 28, 

from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm at Our Lady of Peace 

Parish, Erie. Check�in will begin at 8:00 am. 

Registration is only $40 per person, $35 for senior 

citizens or groups of 8, $25 for college students, $10 

for high students, free for religious sisters and includes 

lunch and free parking.  Enjoy fellowship and inspiring 

national speakers: Caralyn Collar from New York City, 

Alyssa Bormes from Hopkins, MN and Sr. Regina 

Marie from Los Angeles. The event will conclude with 

Mass celebrated by Bishop Lawrence Persico. For 

more information and to register, please visit 

www.138women.com or call (814) 455�7364.�



MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1�

� 4:30� †(Anniv) Jesse Verga (Igor & Marietta Stalsky)�

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2 �

(The Presentation of the Lord & World Day for Consecrated Life)�

� 9:00� Mass for the People�

� 11:30� †J. Howard Klebes (Helen T. Klebes)�

� 6:00� †John Firman (Carol & Tom)�

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3 (Sts. Blaise and Ansgar)�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) Mary & Edward Wojtkielewicz (Estate)�

� 5:15� †Paul Goetschius (Linda & Terry Johnson)�

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4�

� 8:00� †(Birth) Ron Miller (Mark & Margaret Spaeder)�

� 5:15� †Jim Speice (Children)�

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 (St. Agatha)�

� 8:00� †Bernie Graf (Mike & Lynnea Bailey)�

� 5:15� †Dorothy Marie Dowd (George & Shirleen Dowd)�

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 (St. Paul Miki)�

� 8:00� †Rhonda Wagner (Sue & Jerry Verga)�

� 5:15� †Brian Peirce (The Potalivo Family)�

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7�

� 8:30� †Martha Markiewicz (Sr. Kevin Berdis)�

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8�

� 4:30� †(Anniv) Charles Maxwell (Family)�

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9�

� 9:00� †(Birth) Leo Zebrowski (Joyce Zebrowski)�

� 11:30� †Brian Meister (Cheryl Vicary)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Jesse Verga from his family.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 3�

8:00� Giana Farrell   M�Th, 8:30 on F�

5:15� Volunteer   M�Th�

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8�

4:30� Lola Lubomski, Celia and Sadie Messer�

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9�

9:00� Morgan Tatar, Lexi and Ty Hulick�

11:30� Rob Connor, Lillia and Tyler Dahlkemper�

6:00� Colin Habursky, Alexa Lastowski�

�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

BAPTISMS� With 

joy we welcome into 

the Family of God 

and the Family of St. 

Luke, Aylah Marie, 

granddaughter of 

John and Mary Beth Weiss and Bailey 

Grace, daughter of Justin Roda and Erica 

Wilwohl.  We extend our love and best 

wishes, and may God continue to pour out His 

blessings upon them, their parents and 

godparents.�

�

A MEMORIAL DONATION to St. Luke Church 

was received, in loving memory of Joan Kuhl, 

from John and Meg Britton & Family.�

�

THE FEAST OF ST. BLAISE is 

February 3 and throats will be 

blessed after all the Masses the 

weekend of  February 8 and 9. �

�

PHONEBOOKS � Please bring in your old 

phonebooks to be recycled from now until 

Friday, February 14, and help Second Harvest 

Food Bank.  Please stack the phonebooks 

neatly in the east hallway of the church. �

�

ST. LUKE PRAYER CHAIN � "For where 

there are two or three gathered in my name, 

there I am in the midst of them." (Mt. 18:19�

20) If you have any special prayer requests or 

intentions, please refer them to our prayer 

chain by contacting Rita Fuhrman at 866�

1487.�

�

BAPTISMAL PROGRAM FOR PARENTS 

anticipating the birth or baptism of their child 

will be offered on a monthly basis rotating 

between four parishes: St. Boniface, Holy 

Rosary, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, and St. Luke. 

Parents are expected to attend a class before 

their child is baptized. Sponsors are also 

invited and urged to attend. The next class is 

Tuesday, February 4, at St. Luke Church, at 

7:00 pm. Please call the church office at 825�

6920 to make a reservation. More information 

can be found on the church website at 

www.stlukeerie.org.�
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�

SAVE THE DATE�

�

�

Sunday, July 26�

St. Luke Parish Picnic �

at St. Nick’s Grove, 

Erie�
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

Column Care Chiropractic
 LLC
 Dr. Brent Wyman, D.C.
 1006 E. 38th Street
 Erie, PA 16504

 814-824-5299

WWME.org

WORLDWIDE
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

February 14 - 16 Grove City, PA
Call (330) 305-9963

Rekindle Romance.
Restore Communication.

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment

3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504
(814) 825-7373

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

For all your physical therapy
needs call to schedule

your appointment today
5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

814-860-7816

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


