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St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

PARISH STAFF�

Pastor���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate���������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director�����������������������������������������������Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director�����������������������������������������������������������������������JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers��������������������������������������������������������������Rich Wiler and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff���������������������������������������������������Deidre Brown and Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Bruce Honard�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

BAPTISM: By appointment. Parents anticipating the birth or baptism of their child are 

expected to attend a Baptismal class. Please visit our website at www.stlukeerie.org for 

a complete listing of dates, times and parish locations for the classes. Reservations are 

required.�

�

MARRIAGE: Please contact one of the parish priests six months prior to the proposed 

date of your wedding. Visit our website at www.slserie.org.�

�

SPONSOR CERTIFICATE: To act as sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism and/or 

Confirmation requires a Sponsor Certificate that can be given only to registered 

members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed, attend Mass, are at least 16 years of 

age, and receive the sacraments regularly. If the requesting person is married, the 

marriage must have taken place in conformity with the laws of the Church. �

�

CARE OF THE SICK: Those confined to their homes by sickness or age may arrange 

to receive Holy Communion on a weekly or monthly basis by calling the parish office at 

825�6920. Our priests and deacons visit all St. Luke parishioners once a week at Hamot 

and St. Vincent, and other hospitals as requested.�

�

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE entrances are located on the east and west sides of the 

church. Pews are available in the front aisle, middle section. An automatic door and 

restrooms are located on the east side.�

�

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE: 10:00 am Monday in writing�

Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 65 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office���������������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax�������������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email��������������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Church Website�����������������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook������������www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain�����������������������������������������866�1487�

School Office����������������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax��������������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website��������������������������www.slserie.org�

K of C Website���������������������www.koc11229.org�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

������������������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�����������������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday�������������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 am.�

�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before��������������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of ��������������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays��������������������������������3:15 pm � 4:15 pm�

�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after 

morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. To 

sign�up, please contact Judy Krasnesky at 454�

1634.�



THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 8, 2020�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

This past Sunday I had the privilege of 

attending the celebration of the Rite of Election which 

took place at St. Peter Cathedral.  The Rite of Election 

is a special Liturgical celebration that brings together 

all those in the area who are to be received into the 

Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil by way of Baptism 

or Profession of Faith, or those who will complete their 

Sacraments of Initiation, First Communion/

Confirmation.  �

Catechumens, (those who will be baptized at 

the Vigil), Candidates (those who were baptized in 

another Christian denomination and will be brought into 

full communion with the Catholic Church by way of 

Profession of Faith), and those baptized Catholics who 

are to complete the Sacraments of Initiation are part of 

what the Church calls the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA).  This program has been a part of the 

Church for some time and harkens back to the early 

Church community after the death/resurrection of 

Jesus.  Those interested in becoming part of the 

Church came forth and began a period of study to learn 

the ways of Christ and His teachings.  When fully 

prepared, these individuals were brought into the 

Church by way of Baptism.  The RCIA program we 

have today is set in a similar way as those interested in 

becoming part of the Church continue to come forth as 

they did in the early Church community.  After an initial 

inquiry, individuals begin a period of study to learn the 

ways of Christ.  The formation part of the program 

helps catechumens and candidates to understand the 

teachings and practices of the Catholic Church and is 

also a time for questioning and dialogue, preparing 

them for entrance into the Church.     �

The Rite of Election that took place this past 

weekend includes the enrollment of names of all the 

catechumens seeking Baptism at the coming Easter 

Vigil.  Catechumens, their sponsors and 

families�gathered at St. Peter Cathedral.� The 

catechumens publicly�expressed�their desire for 

Baptism to Bishop Persico. Their names were recorded 

in a book and they are called the Elect.  Candidates 

and their sponsor then expressed their desire to enter 

into full communion with the Catholic Church.  After a 

series of questions, they came forth to meet the Bishop 

and shake his hand as a means of welcome.�

The days of Lent are the final Period of 

Purification and Enlightenment leading up to the Easter 

Vigil.  Lent is a period of preparation marked by prayer, 

study, and spiritual direction for those who will be 

brought into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  Prayers on 

their behalf from the local parish community are 

important and most appreciated.  The Celebration of 

the Sacraments of Initiation takes place during the 

Easter Vigil Liturgy on Holy Saturday when the Elect 

receives the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Holy Eucharist, and Candidates are brought into full 

communion, proclaiming the Profession of Faith and 

receiving the Sacraments of Holy Communion and 

Confirmation. These individuals will then be fully 

initiated into the Catholic Church.�

As a newly initiated Catholic, their formation 

and education continue in 

the Period of the Post 

Baptismal Catechesis, 

which is also called 

Mystagogy. This period 

continues at least until 

Pentecost. During this 

time the newly baptized 

members reflect on their 

experiences at the Easter Vigil and continue to learn 

more about the Scriptures, the sacraments, and the 

teachings of the Catholic Church. In addition, they 

reflect on how they will serve Christ and help in the 

Church's mission and outreach activities�

The Easter Vigil takes place on Holy Saturday, 

the evening before Easter Sunday. This is the night 

that "shall be as bright as day" as proclaimed by the 

Easter Proclamation (Exsultet), an ancient hymn sung 

to joyfully anticipate Christ's Resurrection.  Bringing 

forth individuals into the Church by way of Baptism and 

Profession of Faith is truly a blessed time and one that 

helps those present to renew their relationship with 

Jesus and the Church.  �

We are blessed to have Wade Brink as a 

Candidate from St. Luke Parish who will be brought 

into full communion at the Easter Vigil on April 11

th

.  �

I’d like to close with this thought: Wade, like 

many others who will be brought into the Catholic 

Church at the Easter Vigil, felt called to come forth 

because of others.  This is important to note as we all 

have a responsibility to witness to the faith.  Our 

example goes far beyond anything we could possibly 

imagine.  In St. John’s Gospel, we read: “The next day 

John was there again with two of his disciples, and as 

he watched Jesus walk by he said, ‘Behold, the Lamb 

of God.’  The two disciples heard what he said and 

followed Jesus.  Jesus turned and saw them following 

Him and said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’  

They said to Him, ‘Rabbi (which translated means 

teacher), where are you staying?’  Jesus said to them, 

‘Come and see.’  So they went in and saw where He 

was staying, and they stayed with Him that day.  It was 

about four in the afternoon.  Andrew, the brother of 

Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard John and 

followed Jesus.  He first found his own brother Simon 

and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah (which is 

translated Anointed).  Then Andrew brought him to 

Jesus.  Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon, 

son of John; you will be called Cephas (which is 

translated Peter).’”�

Andrew felt something stir deep in his heart 

when he met Jesus and wanted to make sure his 

brother knew about it.  His witness brought Peter to 

Jesus.  May we grow so in our relationship with Jesus 

that our hearts may stir like Andrew’s, compelling us to 

let others know about it.  Our witness can bring others 

closer to Jesus…may we never underestimate the 

importance of that.�

� � � � � �

� � � Peace, �

� � � Fr. John  �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

THE LIGHT IS ON 

FOR YOU will be 

Wednesday, March 

11, from 5:00 pm to 

7:00 pm at St. Luke Church. The Sacrament of 

Reconciliation will be available. What better time than 

Lent to renew your relationship with God? It’s time to 

let go of whatever is holding you back and begin 

again.�

�

STATIONS OF THE CROSS for Friday, March 13, 

have been cancelled. The Lenten Concert by 

Mercyhurst University will take place in the Church 

that evening beginning at 7:30 pm.�

�

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS � Recent tax law 

changes have reduced the ability of many to deduct 

charitable contributions. However, there is a way to 

make tax free donations directly from your IRA, if you 

are age 59 ½ or over.�  Contact your financial or tax 

advisor or the church office, 825�6920, for additional 

information.� Ask about Charitable IRA Rollovers.�

�

DURING THE COLD AND FLU SEASON � We are all 

called to be a community that cares for one another. 

Therefore, the Precious Blood will not be offered 

during Mass and the hand shake of peace has been  

dispensed until further notice from the diocese.�

�

FUNTASTIC'S CARDS will be held on Thursday, 

March 12, at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. Anyone 55 or 

older is invited to play pinochle or get together a table 

and play any games that you wish; 500, Bridge, 

Rummy, Dominoes, just bring the game and join the 

group.�

A SINCERE THANK YOU to 

all who made a pledge and/or 

gift to the Catholic Services 

Appeal (CSA). You have 

joined together with Catholics 

throughout the Diocese of 

Erie to share of your 

blessings to help advance the mission of the church. If 

you have not yet made a commitment, it is not too 

late. Just drop your pledge card or enveloped marked 

“CSA” in the collection basket during Mass or return it 

to the parish office. Your generosity is greatly 

appreciated!�

�

BLESSING MASS � This Sunday, March 8, at the 

9:00 am Mass, the students of St. Luke Faith 

Formation and School, who have been preparing for 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation, will be blessed.�

�

LENTEN CONCERT � Friday, 

March 13, the Mercyhurst 

University Concert Choir and 

Chamber Choir, conducted by 

Thomas Brooks will perform an 

evening of sacred music here at 

St. Luke Church. The concert will begin at 7:30 pm. 

The repertoire will include music by Croce, Gibbons, 

Schutz, Billings, Todd, Clausen, Leavitt, and others. 

The public is invited. Admission is free. A donation is 

appreciated.�

�

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY � Do you want to be more 

involved in St. Luke Church but do not have a lot of 

extra time? Consider becoming involved in the 

Ministry of Hospitality. This is an important ministry 

and a great way to get involved. There are many ways 

to participate in this ministry. We need people to be 

greeters to welcome people as they enter the church. 

Ushers are also needed. If you are interested in 

becoming involved in the Ministry of Hospitality, 

please call the church office at 825�6920.�

�

CATHOLIC SISTERS 

WEEK  �The Diocese of 

Erie will celebrate 

Catholic Sisters Week 

March 8 � 14. Bishop 

Lawrence Persico is 

asking parishioners to remember with gratitude the 

women who have given their lives in service to the 

Gospel of Jesus. Please remember Sr. Mary Francis 

Becker, SSJ (deceased) and Sr. Diane Sabol, OSB in 

your prayers this week.  Both women entered the 

religious life as members of  St. Luke Church. Please 

also remember all the living and deceased religious 

women throughout the United States, especially Sr. 

Carmen Maldonado, SSC, our Faith Formation 

Director, for the gifts they have been to all of us. �

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:�

$8,634.61 X 5 weeks in March����������������$43,173.05�

�

Sunday Collections as of March 1, 2020�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,901.00�

�

Sunday 03/01/2020������������������������������������$6,673.00�

�

Sunday 03/08/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 03/15/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 03/22/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 03/29/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$11,574.00�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�
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ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

NEIGHBORHOOD ART HOUSE OFFERS 

CLASSES � The Inner�City Neighborhood Art House, 

Erie, offers many classes in March and April. Classes 

include flower arrangement and tap dance. For 

complete details  on times, dates, costs and 

registration, go to www.neighborhoodarthouse.org or 

call 455�5508. All materials are included. No previous 

experience is needed.�

�

SPRING WATER POLO CLINIC for girls and boys in 

grades 5 � 8 will be at the Hagerty Family Event 

Center, 501 W. 12th St., Erie, for four Sundays 

beginning on March 29 from 3:00 � 5:00 pm. The 

clinic is an introduction to the fundamentals of the 

game designed for the novice player and instructed 

by area high school players. There will be 3 skill 

sessions, a tournament session, t�shirt, and snacks 

after each session. To learn more and to register, 

please visit www.villawaterpolo.com/

Spring_Water_Polo_Clinic.html, contact Madeline at 

madeline.slater@prep�villa.com or call 580�7015.�

�

THE BAG MAT MINISTRY will be meeting on 

Saturday, March 21, from 11:00 am until 2:00 pm at 

Sacred Heart Auditorium, Erie. No crocheting 

experience needed! Everything necessary for you to 

take part in this event will be provided. We need bag: 

flatteners, stackers, cutters, loopers, ballers as well 

as crocheters. Any donations of travel size health and 

beauty care, underclothing, socks and warm weather 

wear are also welcomed along with spare plastic 

bags. All items will be donated to the needy in our 

area. Some light refreshments will be provided, but 

feel free to bring a lunch and join the fun!�



MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 7�

� 4:30� †Jeffery Rzepecki �

� �      (Faculty & Staff of St. Luke School)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 (Second Sunday of Lent)�

� 9:00� †Gertrude Peters (Linda Garrity)�

� 11:30� †Rita & Regis Mabie (The Wilwohl Family)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, MARCH 9 (St. Frances of Rome)�

� 8:00� †Paul Goetschius (Joe & Shirley Miaczynski)�

� 5:15� †George Michael Dowd (George & Shirleen Dowd)�

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 (Jewish Purim)�

� 8:00� †Rose & Anthony Ciannella and �

� �       Henry & Mary Jaraczewski (Estate)�

� 5:15� †Melvin J. Samick (The O’Connells)�

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11�

� 8:00� †Ron Miller (Sue & Jerry Verga)�

� 5:15� †Joe Nies (Mark & Peg Spaeder)�

THURSDAY, MARCH 12�

� 8:00� †The Living & Deceased Members of the Bernie &�

� �       Bea Pauly Family�

� 5:15� †(Birth) Florence Feeney (Jim & Darlene Feeney)�

FRIDAY, MARCH 13�

� 8:30� †(Anniv) Joe Canella (Family)�

� 7:30� Lenten Concert �

SATURDAY, MARCH 14�

� 4:30� †Sandy Norfolk (Ken Norfolk & Children)�

SUNDAY, March 15 (Third Sunday of Lent)�

� 9:00� †Edward & Anna Mae Mahoney�

� 11:30� Special Intentions of Dr. & Mrs. David Strasser�

� �       (Carolyn Kuhl)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Helen Wodecki from Sherry Wodecki.�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

WEEK OF MARCH 9�

8:00� Volunteer   (M � Th, 8:30 on F)�

5:15� Lola Lubomski   (M � Th)�

SATURDAY, MARCH 14�

4:30� Leah Habursky, Celia and Sadie Messer�

SUNDAY, MARCH 15�

9:00� Giana Farrell, Cole Hosack, �

� Morgan Tatar, Caitlin Dugan�

11:30� Rob Connor, Nate and Tyler Firman�

6:00� Alexa Lastowski, Volunteer�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

BAPTISM � With joy we welcome 

into the Family of God and the 

Family of St. Luke, Calvin 

Jameson, son of Ian and Shannon 

Dunbar. We extend our love and 

best wishes, and may God continue 

to pour out His blessings upon him, his 

parents and godparents�

�

CRS RICE BOWL � Trinh’s family are farmers 

in Vietnam who have been affected by climate 

change. What would you do if your source of 

nutrition was threatened? How can we support 

those whose livelihoods are vulnerable to 

weather? Rice Bowls are located in a basket 

at the east entrance of the church, if you 

would like to participate. Visit crsricebowl.org 

for more information. �

�

1:38 WOMEN’S 

CONFERENCE � 

Come enjoy a 

dynamic 

experience with 

700 women from around the Diocese of Erie 

and beyond. The 6th Annual 1:38 Women’s 

Conference will be held at Our Lady of Peace 

Parish in Erie on Saturday, March 28, from 

9:00 am to 3:30 pm. Don’t miss this 

opportunity to grow in your relationship with 

the Lord through inspiring national speakers 

and opportunities for prayer, adoration and 

reconciliation as well as Mass with Bishop 

Lawrence Persico. All you need to bring is an 

open heart! For more information and to 

register, please visit www.138women.com or 

call 455�7364.�

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � Transfiguration is 

a common occurrence in families. When we 

commit to another, such as a spouse in 

marriage or a child in parenting, we are not 

committing to them only as they are today, but 

to the person they are becoming.�

�

WEEKLY VIGILS � Local Catholic groups are 

holding weekly vigils for immigration justice 

during Lent. The 20�minute vigils will be held 

on Fridays at 12:15 pm in Perry Square on 

State Street. The vigils are co�sponsored by 

the Social Justice and Life Office of the 

Diocese of Erie, Erie NETWORK Grassroots 

Advocates, Benedictines Sisters of Erie 

Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA and the Sisters 

of Mercy of the Americas NYPPAW. All are 

welcome. Please direct any questions to 

Patrice Swick, Director of the Social Justice 

and Life Office, at pswick@eriercd.org.�
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

WWME.org

WORLDWIDE
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

February 14 - 16 Grove City, PA
Call (330) 305-9963

Rekindle Romance.
Restore Communication.

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

CALL TODAY!
814.453.7737 Ext. 3

WWW.PREP-VILLA.COM
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment

3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504
(814) 825-7373

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

For all your physical therapy
needs call to schedule

your appointment today
5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

814-860-7816

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


