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St. Luke Roman Catholic Church�

421 E. 38th St.  Erie, PA   16504�
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�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office��������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email�������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Church Website����������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook�����www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain����������������������������������866�1487�

School Office���������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax�������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website��������������������www.slserie.org�

K of C Website��������������www.koc11229.org�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

PARISH STAFF�

Pastor� Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate   Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons     Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

�       Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation �

Director    Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal    Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers��

      Rich Wiler and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff   Deidre Brown and �

                     Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honar�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:00 pm � 4:00 pm�

�

BAPTISM: By appointment. Parents anticipating the birth or baptism of their child 

are expected to attend a Baptismal class. Please visit our website at 

www.stlukeerie.org for a complete listing of dates, times and parish locations for the 

classes. Reservations are required.�

�

MARRIAGE: Please contact one of the parish priests six months prior to the 

proposed date of your wedding. Visit our website at www.slserie.org.�

�

SPONSOR CERTIFICATE: To act as sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism and/

or Confirmation requires a Sponsor Certificate that can be given only to registered 

members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed, attend Mass, are at least 16 

years of age, and receive the sacraments regularly. If the requesting person is 

married, the marriage must have taken place in conformity with the laws of the 

Church. �

�

CARE OF THE SICK: Those confined to their homes by sickness or age may 

arrange to receive Holy Communion on a weekly or monthly basis by calling the 

parish office at 825�6920. Our priests and deacons visit all St. Luke parishioners 

once a week at Hamot and St. Vincent, and other hospitals as requested.�

�

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE entrances are located on the east and west sides 

of the church. Pews are available in the front aisle, middle section. An automatic 

door and restrooms are located on the east side.�

�

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE: 10:00 am Monday in writing�



THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 22, 2020�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

A few years ago I wrote about one of Pope 

Francis’ favorite images of our Blessed Mother 

entitled “Mary, Untier of Knots.”  Today, I would 

like to spend a moment to write about two other 

favorite images of his.  One is another image of 

Mary entitled “Salus Populi Romani,” or “Mary, 

Protectress of the People of Rome.”  The image 

comes from a Byzantine icon of our Lady located 

inside the St. Mary Major Basilica.  This icon, 

revered by the Romans, features an image of 

Mary, draped in a blue robe, holding the infant 

Jesus who is in turn holding a book.  The Holy 

Father has a special devotion to this image and 

has been visiting it since his days as a bishop and 

cardinal.  On the morning after his election as 

Pope, Francis came before this image to pray.  

Since that day, before and after every one of his 

32 foreign journeys to some 50 countries he 

continues to go to the basilica to pray before the 

icon, always leaving a bouquet of roses.�

A few days ago, Pope Francis left the 

Vatican to pray in two of Rome’s churches for an 

end to COVID � 19.  After riding through what he 

termed as basically deserted streets, the Holy 

Father made his way to St. Mary Major to pray 

before the icon “Salus Populi Romani.”  It should 

be noted that Pope St. Gregory the Great had 

carried this icon in procession near the end of the 

6

th

 century as he asked for her intercession to 

bring an end to a plague that had hit the city 

during that period.  The icon was also carried in 

the early 19

th

 century as a plea to Mary, invoking 

her intercession to put an end to a cholera 

epidemic that had broken out in Rome.  Pope 

Francis remained in the basilica for some time, 

invoking Mother Mary’s help during these days of 

troubled waters. �

The other image is a 15

th

 century crucifix 

that finds its home in the Church of St. Marcello.  

As he left the basilica, Pope Francis rode to the 

Via del Corso, the street that leads from Piazza 

Venezia to Piazza del Popolo.  Francis then 

walked to the Church of St. Marcello, which is 

home to the venerated wooden 15

th

 century 

crucifix that was carried in procession through the 

city in 1552 as a plea for God to end the “Great 

Plague.”  This crucifix has an interesting history.  

It had survived a fire in 1519 that destroyed the 

church.  The Romans considered the survival a 

miracle from God.  Pope Leo X had the church 

rebuilt and three years later a great plague struck 

the city.  Defying a ban on gathering because of 

the threat of contagion, the faithful carried the 

crucifix in procession, one that lasted 16 days and 

ended at St. Peter’s Basilica.  As the procession 

moved forward, miraculously the plague began to 

ease.  People gathered to pray and hold onto the 

crucifix.  As it re�entered the church of St. 

Marcello, the plague ended. �

Pope Francis, remembering the love 

shown forth from both the icon and the crucifix, 

spent time in deep prayer, asking God to rid the 

world of the coronavirus pandemic.   He prayed 

for the healing of those struck by the virus, for 

victims, families, and friends.  He also prayed for 

those working diligently to find an answer to this 

pandemic…the doctors, nurses, volunteers, and 

everyone else “working to guarantee the smooth 

functioning of the society.”   As is custom, he 

placed white roses in front of both the icon and 

the crucifix.  �

Our Holy Father calls each of us to 

remember three things: “There is strength in faith, 

there is certainty in hope, and there is fervor in 

charity.”�

May we continue to stay close to our 

Blessed Mother during these difficult times.  May 

her spirit of love and strength guide us as she 

intercedes on our behalf to her son Jesus.  God 

bless us all in the days, weeks, and perhaps 

months ahead.  Below is a copy of the prayer 

Pope Francis recited as he prayed before the icon 

“Salus Populi Romani.”�

�

“O Mary,�

you always shine on our path�

as a sign of salvation and of hope.�

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,�

who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, �

keeping your faith firm.�

You, Salvation of the Roman People,�

know what we need,�

and we are sure you will provide�

so that, as in Cana of Galilee,�

we may return to joy and to feasting�

after this time of trial.�

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,�

to conform to the will of the Father�

and to do as we are told by Jesus,�

who has taken upon himself our sufferings�

and carried our sorrows�

to lead us, through the cross,�

to the joy of the resurrection.  Amen.�

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy 

Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of 

we who are in trial, but deliver us from every 

danger, O glorious and Blessed Virgin.”�

�

� � Peace,�

� � Fr. John�

�

�



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

Bishop Lawrence Persico has suspended all 

public Masses in the Diocese of Erie until 

further notice. His letter to the faithful is on 

the next two pages. Please read carefully all 

the updates on this page:�

�

CANCELLATIONS: �

�

St. Luke Youth Group�

Sundays, March 22 & 29�

�

Stations of the Cross�

Fridays, March 27 and April 3�

�

St. Luke School Casino Night �

Saturday, March 28�

�

Confirmation �

Tuesday, March 31,�

It will be rescheduled�

�

First Friday Visits until further notice �

�

Penance Service �

Sunday, April 5�

�

�

THE CHURCH WILL REMAIN OPEN � St. Luke 

Church has been sanitized and will remain open 

Mondays through Fridays from 9:00 am to 

1:00 pm and Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 

pm � 4:00 pm for private prayer in the main 

church only. Please remember to keep a safe 

distance from others.�

�

EXPOSITION � Bishop Lawrence 

Persico is encouraging periods of 

Eucharistic Exposition. Therefore St. 

Luke will have Exposition of the 

Eucharist in the main church on 

Mondays from 9:00 am � 11:00 am, 

Wednesdays from 11:00 am � 1:00 

pm, and Thursdays from 9:00 am � 

11:00 am beginning the week of March 23. 

There will also be Eucharistic Exposition on 

Friday, April 3, from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm in 

the main church. From St. Alphonsus Liguori, “Of 

all devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament is the greatest after the sacraments, 

the one dearest to God and the one most helpful 

to us.” There are brochures at the exits of the 

church explaining Adoration. Please come and 

adore Him.�

KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH � Please give 

serious consideration as to how you will 

accomplish this. Please worship together as a 

family in your home each Sunday. The diocese 

expects to livestream a Mass from St. Peter 

Cathedral in Erie each Sunday morning. Please 

reference www.eriercd.org for final details, 

including the time. �

�

ARE YOU IN NEED of necessary items for living 

while we are encouraged to stay home during the 

coronavirus pandemic? Do you know someone 

who does? Please call the church office at 825�

6920. Also, the St. Luke Health Ministry is 

available to talk with you about any concerns, 

fears, or questions you may have about COVID�

19 by calling the church office and you will be put 

into contact with a health minister.�

�

THE ST. LUKE SCHOOL CASINO NIGHT has 

been cancelled for Saturday, March 28. It will not 

be rescheduled. We would  like to remind 

everyone to keep their tickets, as we will still be 

having the drawings for the half hour, hourly, and 

grand prize winners. The Athletic Committee will 

provide an update soon in regards to when to 

turn in the tickets to the school office and when 

the drawing will occur. Thank you for your 

support of our St. Luke Athletic Program. �

�

FAITH FORMATION UPDATE � The First 

Communion Retreat scheduled for Sunday, 

March 22, has been postponed and rescheduled 

for Sunday, April 26. The session for Sunday, 

March 29, has been cancelled and the last Faith 

Formation session will be Sunday, April 19. 

These dates may change depending on diocesan 

guidelines that are being updated frequently. �

�

DIOCESAN PROTOCOLS FOR 

CORONAVIRUS, FLU & COLD � Bishop 

Lawrence Persico has released directives to 

parishes and schools in the Diocese of Erie in 

light of the evolving spread of COVID�19. The 

diocese is committed to monitoring the latest 

information available from reliable sources, 

offering appropriate responses to concerns, 

educating and communicating. For complete 

information and regular updates, go to 

www.eriercd.org/coronavirus.html, which includes 

a link to inspirational resources.�
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�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:�

$8,634.61 X 5 weeks in March����������������$43,173.05�

�

Sunday Collections as of March 15, 2020�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,901.00�

�

Sunday 03/01/2020������������������������������������$6,673.00�

�

Sunday 03/08/2020������������������������������������$8,030.00�

�

Sunday 03/15/2020������������������������������������$4,015.57�

�

Sunday 03/22/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 03/29/2020��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$23,619.57�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES � Please remember 

during this coronavirus pandemic, St. Luke still needs 

your donations to continue the work of the church. 

You may place them in the mail, drop them off at the 

church office Monday through Friday from 8:30 am � 

5:00 pm, or you can hold unto them until Masses are 

publicly celebrated again.  �

�

FLOWER ENVELOPES � Any parishioners who gave 

to the Flower Fund, your donations will be used to 

enhance the environment of the church during the 

Easter season and the names listed on your envelope 

will still be published in the April 12 bulletin.  However, 

if you would like to have your donation held until a 

different time, such as Christmas, please call the 

church office at 825�6920.�

�

THANK YOU � From January 16 � 31 and February 26 

� March 11 over 200 people came together to provide 

a warm, safe place for the people of our community 

who are homeless at St. John the Baptist! Each of 

those days a breakfast and dinner was provided 

thanks to many generous people. This is entirely 

operated through donations, and people giving of their 

time and energy! Many people of St. Luke Parish put 

their faith into action and volunteered in some way. 

Our Neighbor’s Place is so very thankful to you! �

�

�

LET US PRAY!�

PLEASE �

FOLLOW US ON �

WWW.STLUKEERIE.ORG�

�

AMAZING POSSIBILITIES � St. Luke Church is 

pleased to announce an exciting opportunity for our 

community. On Sunday, November 29, from 7:00 � 

8:30 pm Matthew Kelly and Dynamic Catholic will 

present his first new event in 10 years, Amazing 

Possibilities, at St. George Church, 5145 Peach St., 

Erie. You have no idea what you are capable of. None 

of us do. God is constantly trying to open our eyes to 

the amazing possibilities that he has enfolded in our 

being. Want to go deeper with your faith? Want to 

start seeing all the possibilities God has in store for 

you? We are ready when you are . . . The world sees 

who you are. God sees who you still can be. Tickets 

are $39.00 and can be purchased by visiting 

DynamicCatholic.com/Erie.�

�

ATTENTION ALL NOTRE DAME FANS! Win a trip 

for two to Dublin Ireland to see the Fighting Irish play 

Navy on Saturday, August 29, in a drawing 

sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy. The August 25 � 

30 trip includes a $2000 travel voucher for airfare, four 

nights at a Dublin Hotel, daily breakfast and access to 

the Saturday Tailgate Awards Banquet with keynote 

speaker, former Pittsburgh Steeler and Notre Dame 

running back, Rock Bleier. The drawing will be on 

Thursday, April 30, during the “Irish Spring with the 

Sisters of Mercy Gala.” Tickets for the drawing are 

$20 each and are available at the Sisters of Mercy 

Motherhouse, 444 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie, or by 

calling Sr. Bernadette Bell at 824�3635.�
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ALL MASSES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  �

MASS INTENTIONS WILL BE HONORED 

AT PRIVATE MASSES CELEBRATED BY 

EITHER FR. JOHN MALTHANER �

OR FR. JOHN MURPHY.�

�

MASS INTENTIONS 

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 21�

� � †Edmund Swiatosz (Carl & Charlotte Lupp)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 (Fourth Sunday of Lent)�

� � †Brian Meister (Cheryl Vicary)�

� � †(Birth) Dorothy Marie Dowd �

� �      (George & Shirleen Dowd)�

� � Mass for the People�

MONDAY, MARCH 23 (St. Turibius of Mogrovejo)�

� � †Kim Glancy (Karen Collins)�

� � †(Birth) Sid DeAngelo (Son & Grandson)�

TUESDAY, MARCH 24 (St. Oscar Romero)�

� � †Joan Kuhl (St. Luke Altar Rosary Society)�

� � †(Birth) Sophia Kloecker �

� �      (Roland & Louanna Donajkowski)�

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 (The Annunciation of the Lord)�

� � †Rose Gennuso (Kathy & Paul Jenkins)�

� � †Martha Markiewicz (Zee & Kathy Chorzay)�

THURSDAY, MARCH 26�

� � †(Anniv) Marcella Majczyk (Daughter)�

� � †Joseph Nies (Denise Krairski)�

FRIDAY, MARCH 27 �

� � †(Anniv) Audrey Korzeniewski (Estate)�

SATURDAY, MARCH 28�

� � †(Birth) Kay Hardner (The McCallion Family)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 (Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

� � †Paul Bensur, Sr. (Mr. & Mrs. John Tinti)�

� � †Dorothy Szyplik (Judy)�

� � Mass for the People�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Tony Lackovic from his wife and sons�

�

�

�

          ALTAR SERVERS  

�

�

Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this 

important ministry.  All Masses have been suspended 

until further notice, so therefore no servers are needed. 

Please continue to make prayer part of your daily living 

in this time of absence. �

�

Please pray for the soul of 

parishioner, Ann Conti, who 

passed away this past week. Our 

sympathy is extended to her family.�

�

CRS RICE BOWL � Maria Ana and her 

brothers receive one meal a day at school, so 

that they can focus on achieving their dreams. 

How was education important for your future? 

How can you/’we ensure that all young people 

have a chance to be educated? Visit 

crsricebowl.org for more information. Rice 

bowl are still available at the east entrance of 

the church.�

�

ST. MARK SEMINARY AUXILIARY has 

cancelled its April 16 card party. The event is 

the organization’s only fundraiser to benefit 

the St. Mark Seminary, Erie. The auxiliary 

already has sold tickets for a cash raffle and is 

still accepting ongoing donations. Checks may 

be made payable to the St. Mark Seminary 

Auxiliary and mailed to the St. Mark Catholic 

Center, c/o St. Mark Seminary Auxiliary, 429 

E. Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16504. �

�

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS � Recent 

tax law changes have reduced the ability for 

many to deduct charitable contributions. 

However, there is a way to make tax free 

donations directly from your IRA, if you are 

age 59 ½ or over.�  Contact your financial or 

tax advisor or the church office, 825�6920, for 

additional information.�  Ask about Charitable 

IRA Rollovers.�

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 22, 2020�

�

OUR LENTEN SACRIFICE�

�

Traditional Lenten practices of prayer, 

fasting and alsmgiving and other forms of 

self�denial are recommended most warmly by 

the Church. Daily Mass is particularly 

encouraged. �

�

ASH WEDNESDAY, ALL FRIDAYS IN 

LENT, & GOOD FRIDAY are days of 

abstinences from meat for those 14 years of 

age and older. �

�

ASH WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY 

are also days of fasting for those ages 18 to 

58 inclusive. (On these days, those bound by 

the law of fasting may take one full meal. Two 

smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength 

according to one’s needs, are also permitted. 

Eating between meals is not permitted, but 

liquids including milk and fruit juices are 

allowed. When health or work is seriously 

affected, the law does not oblige.)�
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

WWME.org

Worldwide
Marriage Encounter

One Weekend Can 
Change EVERYTHING.

Restore Communication. 
Rekindle Romance.

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

CALL TODAY!
814.453.7737 Ext. 3

WWW.PREP-VILLA.COM
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment

3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504
(814) 825-7373

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

For all your physical therapy
needs call to schedule

your appointment today
5928 Old French Rd, 16509
1717 East 38th St., 16510

814-860-7816

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


