
September 6, 2020        The Twenty�Third Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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Saint Luke 

Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 60 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office���������������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax�������������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email��������������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Faith Formation���������faithformation@slserie.org�

Church Website�����������������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook������������www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain�����������������������������������������866�1487�

School Office����������������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax��������������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website���������������������������www.slserie.org�

K of C Website���������������������www.koc11229.org�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

������������������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�����������������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday�������������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 am.�

�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�������������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of ��������������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays��������������������������������2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after 

morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. To 

sign�up, please contact Judy Krasnesky at 454�

1634.�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who are welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

PARISH STAFF�

�

Pastor���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate���������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director�����������������������������������������������Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director�����������������������������������������������������������������������JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers��������������������������������������������������������������Rich Wiler and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff���������������������������������������������������Deidre Brown and Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Bruce Honard�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

BAPTISM: By appointment. Parents anticipating the birth or baptism of their child are 

expected to attend a Baptismal class. Please visit our website at www.stlukeerie.org for a 

complete listing of dates, times and parish locations for the classes. Reservations are 

required.�

�

MARRIAGE: Please contact one of the parish priests six months prior to the proposed 

date of your wedding. Visit our website at www.slserie.org.�

�

SPONSOR CERTIFICATE: To act as sponsor for the Sacrament of Baptism and/or 

Confirmation requires a Sponsor Certificate that can be given only to registered 

members of the parish who are baptized, confirmed, attend Mass, are at least 16 years of 

age, and receive the sacraments regularly. If the requesting person is married, the 

marriage must have taken place in conformity with the laws of the Church. �

�

CARE OF THE SICK: Those confined to their homes by sickness or age may arrange 

to receive Holy Communion on a weekly or monthly basis by calling the parish office at 

825�6920. Our priests and deacons visit all St. Luke parishioners once a week at Hamot 

and St. Vincent, and other hospitals as requested.�

�

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE entrances are located on the east and west sides of the 

church. Pews are available in the front aisle, middle section. An automatic door and 

restrooms are located on the east side.�

�

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE: 10:00 am Monday in writing�
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PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� Marcol’s Miracle: September 7

th

 will mark the 

40

th

 anniversary of one of the most improbable game 

endings in the history of Green Bay Packers football.  

Playing against their archrival Chicago Bears they 

were moving the ball downfield in overtime.  Stopped 

short of the goal line, the Packers lined up to kick a 

field goal to win the game.�

� Chester Marcol was called on to do 

something he had been doing professionally since 

1972, when as a rookie and led the NFL in scoring 

with 128 points.  It was a chip shot as kickers will say 

as both teams lined up for the snap.  The kick, 

however, was blocked by a Bears defender and much 

to the surprise of Marcol (and everyone else watching 

the game) the ball ricochet back in to his arms and he 

instinctively ran toward the end zone.  With a wall of 

linemen to support his cause, Marcol triumphantly 

raised the ball as he crossed the goal line for what 

would be a six�point win over the Chicago Bears.  

Considered to this day one of the top plays in 

Packers history, Marcol was on top of the world…or 

so it would seem.  �

� What many do not know is that Chester 

Marcol was under the influence of cocaine when he 

scored that freakish touchdown on September 7, 

1980.  He snuck away at halftime and snorted lines of 

coke, something he had been doing for some time 

under a cloud of unknown.   �

� Chester Marcol is an immigrant from Poland 

who came over to the United States during his high 

school years.  He was an exceptional athlete in 

soccer and track and field.  His soccer coach 

encouraged him to try out as a kicker for the football 

team and his path toward the NFL began.  Drafted 

out of Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, Michigan in 1972, 

Marcol began a successful career in Green Bay.   �

� Marcol’s penchant for the limelight brought 

him in contact with a variety of people, and it was 

through some of them that he was introduced to 

cocaine.  He had already begun a lifestyle that 

brought numerous personal problems due to alcohol 

abuse.  Soon, his intake of alcohol, cocaine, and 

prescription pain killers became routine and the 

effects would become disastrous.  His personal life as 

well as his professional life was spiraling downward, 

and in the fall of 1980, just four weeks after “Marcol’s 

Miracle,” he was let go by the Packers.  Marcol was 

picked up by the Houston Oilers for a brief period, but 

by 1981 his football career was over.�

� The influence of drugs and alcohol abuse led 

to a break�up in his marriage, a strained relationship 

with his daughter, and trouble with the law.  Marcol, 

like many who struggle with this disease, set his 

sights on living clean and sober…but like many, was 

overcome by the addiction time and time again.  As 

he said, “It was total insanity.  Up and down, up and 

down, like a yo�yo.  I would regain some semblance 

of my old life and then lose it all again.  I would find a 

toehold of hope and then stumble back into the 

abyss, which got darker and deeper every time I 

stumbled into it.  I was broken 

mentally and emotionally, and 

bankrupt spiritually.”  �

� In late 1985, Marcol 

was attending AA Meetings 

but was just going through 

the motions.  It was at this 

time he began to contemplate 

suicide, something his father 

had done when he was a 

child.  On Valentine’s Day, 

1986, he mixed a deadly 

cocktail of rat poison, battery 

acid, and vodka and drank 

the concoction.  In the midst of the reaction, he 

somehow called a friend who in turn called an 

ambulance.  Paramedics brought him back several 

times on the way to the hospital.  He was 

administered the Sacrament of the Anointing, but as 

Marcol said, “God must not have wanted me just yet.”  �

� Marcol now had to face his disease in a way 

that he had never done before.  Physically, he lives 

with a road map of wire mesh in his intestines and 

has had to have his esophagus stretched every four 

to six weeks until the year 2000 and once a year 

since then.  �

� Marcol said, “What happened on February 

14, 1986, was a profoundly sad but necessary step in 

my journey toward wellness.  It has taken many 

years, but my life has turned around one hundred 

percent since that awful day.  I no longer have to fill 

up that black hole of despair with drugs and alcohol.  

I don’t have a lot of material things, but I am rich in 

spirit.  I know God loves me unconditionally, and I am 

so thankful for His grace.  Where once there was only 

darkness, there now is light.”�

� Now remarried, Chester Marcol became a 

certified alcohol and drug abuse counselor at Phoenix 

House (in the upper peninsula of Michigan) twenty 

years after he checked in as a patient.  Did Marcol 

believe in God while he was using?  He said, “Sure, 

I’ve believed in God since I was a little boy.  It’s never 

been a question of belief.  Jesus Christ is my God, 

and I got down on my hands and knees hundreds of 

times and prayed for Him to help me.  But believing in 

God and having a personal relationship with God are 

two different things, and faith without works is dead.”  

“For me,” Marcol said, “Helping others was a big 

reason I have stayed sober.  That was a piece that 

was missing.” �

� Today, Marcol is proud to say, “I’m okay with 

who and what I am.  I like being Czeslaw Boleslaw 

Marcol; Polish immigrant, ex�Green Bay Packers 

kicker, husband, father, friend � and recovering 

alcoholic and drug addict.  I am now comfortable in 

my own skin, aware of my strengths and limitations, 

and striving to be a better person today than I was 

yesterday.”�

� � � � � �

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�
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GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING COMMUNION � The 

bishop has asked that when coming forward for 

Communion social distancing must be maintained. 

The preferred method to receive Communion is in 

your hands, but receiving it on your tongue is still 

acceptable. Your mask should be covering your nose 

and mouth completely when you receive the Precious 

Body. Once you receive, please step away from the 

Eucharistic Minister and remove your mask to 

consume. �

�

FAITH FORMATION DURING COVID�19 will be 

using the church for its limited gatherings during Faith 

Formation 2020�2021. The times will always be 

posted at the east entrance. Thank you for your 

understanding. �

�

DISPENSATION from the obligation to attend Sunday 

and holy day Masses remains in place. Do not feel as 

if you must come to Mass if you are not ready to 

attend public worship. If you stay home, please 

continue to join us as we celebrate with Fr. John 

Sunday Mass each week on our parish website, 

www.stlukeerie.org; our parish Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/lukealive and our parish app. 

The Mass will be first available to view at 4:30 pm 

on Saturday and will be available throughout the 

week for your convenience. �

�

�

WE WELCOME to St. Luke Parish the 

following new parishioners:  Kayla 

Sibeto and Kathryn Costello.�

�

SECOND COLLECTION � 

The 2020 Catholic Education 

Collection will take place the 

weekend of September 19 

& 20. This important 

collection supports lifelong 

faith formation for all generations throughout our 

diocese. Please give generously and know that half of 

what you give will remain here at St. Luke Parish to 

support our own religious education and faith 

formation programs.�

�

DIRECT PAYMENT of offering is available free to 

those parishioners who would like to automatically 

support our parish. If you would like to have your 

offering automatically deducted from your checking or 

savings account on a monthly basis, call or stop in the 

parish office. This could make your tithing less 

stressful and eliminate paperwork. Your donations are 

tax deductible, can be cancelled at any time, and 

yearly statements can still be obtained for tax 

purposes at your request.�

�

MSGR. GOODILL KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS � Fellow 

Knights if you are an active member of the Msgr. 

Robert D. Goodill Knights of Columbus 11229 and 

you are NOT receiving email news and updates about 

the Knights, please send an email to 

gk11229@outlook.com  in order for your name and 

email address to be added to the list.�

�

CHILD PROTECTION & CREATING SAFE 

ENVIRONMENTS � Diocesan Child Protection 

Policies: The Diocese of Erie, along with all other 

dioceses in the United States, has policies and 

procedures in place to address the national problem 

of child abuse and to aid in maintaining safe 

environments. The three main components of the 

Policy for the Protection of Children are: screening of 

all employees and volunteers who work with minors, 

training of all youth, parents, employees and 

volunteers, and reporting all suspected child abuse. 

The diocese is committed to promptly reporting any 

suspected child abuse directly to ChildLine or law 

enforcement. The diocese requires on�going 

screening and training of all personnel, paid or 

unpaid, who have regular contact with our children 

and youth under the age of 18. The diocese also 

requires yearly safe environment training of our 

children, youth and parents regarding touching�safety 

and safe environments. Visit�https://www.eriercd.org/

childprotection/� to read the policy and learn what the 

diocese requires for all personnel who work with 

children and youth in parishes/schools/agencies. �

�

ST. LUKE YOUTH GROUP will not be meeting on 

Sunday, September 6, due to the Labor Day 

Weekend. �

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

�

Monthly Budgeted:�

August�����������������������������������������������������$35,417.00�

�

Sunday Collections as of August 30, 2020�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,870.00�

�

Sunday 08/02/2020������������������������������������$6,215.00�

�

Sunday 08/09/2020������������������������������������$8,156.00�

�

Sunday 08/16/2020������������������������������������$7,152.00�

�

Sunday 08/23/2020������������������������������������$5,181.00�

�

Sunday 08/30/2020������������������������������������$5,692.02�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$37,266.02�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke 

Church and the special collections, including the 

Food Pantry, School, Flowers and the Diocesan 

special collections that help our neighbors both 

near and far.�
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8TH ANNUAL NATIONAL DAY OF 

REMEMBRANCE FOR ABORTED CHILDREN � 

Please plan now to attend the Eighth Annual National 

Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children�

Saturday, September 12, beginning at 1:00 pm at 

Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 5711 W. Lake Rd. at the 

west end of the cemetery.� The event will be held rain 

or shine. For more information, please visit 

www.abortionmemorials.com.  �

�

45TH ANNUAL ERIE CROP WALK � �

"To feed the hungry" is a work of mercy.�  Millions of 

people are hungry throughout our world, our country, 

our city.� You can help ease this hunger, made worse 

by the COVID�19 pandemic; please consider 

participating in the 45th Annual Erie CROP Walk on 

Sunday, September 27.� CROP is a community�wide 

effort of many local religious groups and other 

organizations, who walk, donate and invite their 

families and friends to donate to end hunger both 

locally and globally.�  Because of the pandemic, each 

team will have a choice as to when and where they 

want to walk, or whether they would prefer to do a 

virtual walk.�  Many food pantries and soup kitchens 

receive grants to aid their work, among them Emmaus 

Soup Kitchen, St. Patrick's Food Pantry and the 

Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network.�  For 

information or to contribute, please call Barbara 

Roseborough at 882�5972.�  Walk. Give. Change the 

world!�

BLESSED SACRAMENT 

FALL FESTIVAL will be done 

virtually on Facebook Sunday, 

September 27, from noon to 

5:00 pm for a cash raffle. There 

will be a $500 drawing every 

half hour from 12:30 to 3:00 pm. Other prizes and times 

are: 3:30 pm for $1,500; 4:00 pm for $2,500; 4:30 pm for 

$3,000; and 5:00 pm for the grand prize of $5,000. 

Tickets are $5 each and are available at the Blessed 

Sacrament Parish office located at 1626 W. 26

th

�St., Erie  

until Friday, September 25. The parish office is open 

from 8:00 am � 3:30 pm. �

�

CELEBRATE MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES � It has 

been a joy to celebrate those in our diocese who mark 

milestone anniversaries this year. Strengthen your 

own marriage or vocation and give thanks for our 

anniversary couples by visiting� https://

www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/ac.html,�which hosts a 

list of anniversary honorees followed by the stories 

and pictures they submitted.�

�

ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR � The public is invited 

to attend an estate planning seminar, featuring Erie 

attorney Thomas Hoffman, at St. Peter Cathedral, 230 

W. 10th Street, Erie, on Wednesday, September 30. 

Register by Wednesday, September 23, by calling 

(814) 453�6677. �

�
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5�

� 4:30� †Mary Blystone (The Blystone Family)�

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6�

� 9:00� †Melvin Samick (The Lutz Family)�

� 11:30� †(Anniv) Freda & William Hymiak �

� �      (The Bryant Family)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 (Labor Day)�

� 10:00� †Frances Kowalski (Wally Borawski)�

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 �

� � (The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary)�

� 8:00� †(Birth) Paul Bensur, Sr. �

� �      (Dr. David Strasser & Family)�

� 5:15� †(Anniv) Marjorie Spaeder (Daughter, June Klins)�

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 (St. Peter Claver)�

� 8:00� †Theresa Taft (Judy Miculandra)�

� 5:15� †The Deceased Members of the Susmarski Family�

� �      (Family)�

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10�

� 8:00� Special Intention of Mark & Britney Thomas�Connell�

� �      (Darleen Wilkinson)�

� 5:15� †(Birth) Ronda Wagner (Bob Meyer)�

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11�

� 8:00� Special Intention of Debora Reiser on Her Birthday�

� �      (Ken Norfolk & Children)�

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12�

� 4:30� †(Birth) Thomasina Cacchione (Jim & Grace Klemm)�

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13�

� 9:00� †Carol Bierzonski (J. Miculandra)�

� 11:30� †(Anniv) Paul Metzler (Family)�

� 1:00 & 3:00    First Holy Communion, moved from May 3�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

John J. Maleski, Sr. from Sandy and Jack Kempisty.�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5�

4:30� Elizabeth Northern�

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6�

9:00� Leah Habursky�

11:30� Nathan Firman�

6:00� Joseph Agnello�

�

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12�

4:30� Nathan Gonser�

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13�

9:00� Josephine Kuzma�

11:30� Kaydence Weitzel�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

BEGINNING Friday, 

September 18, Friday and 

Wednesday’s morning 

Masses, during the school 

year, will begin at 8:30 am.�

�

BAPTISM � With joy we welcome 

into the Family of God and the 

Family of St. Luke,  Delani 

Grace, daughter of Clinton and 

Elisha Chatt.  We extend our 

love and best wishes, and may 

God continue to pour out His 

blessings upon her, her parents 

and godparents.�

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � The key word in 

today’s gospel is “listen.”�  We cannot change 

another person; not alone, not with others and 

not with a whole Church.�  All we can do is 

state our position and “if he listens to you” 

then he / she can take the steps necessary to 

change themselves.�  Change comes from 

within.�

�

LABOR DAY is 

Monday, September 7. 

There will be one Mass 

at 10:00 am. The 

church office will be 

closed.�

THE TWENTY�THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME� SEPTEMBER 6,  2020�



 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1178

 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

WWME.org

Worldwide
Marriage Encounter

One Weekend Can 
Change EVERYTHING.

Restore Communication. 
Rekindle Romance.

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

CALL TODAY!
814.453.7737 Ext. 3

WWW.PREP-VILLA.COM
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment

3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504
(814) 825-7373

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


