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St. Luke Roman Catholic Church�

421 E. 38th Street �

Erie, PA  16504�

�

Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 60 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office���������������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax�������������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email��������������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Faith Formation���������faithformation@slserie.org�

Church Website�����������������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook������������www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain�����������������������������������������866�1487�

School Office����������������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax��������������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website���������������������������www.slserie.org�

K of C Website���������������������www.koc11229.org�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm (M � Th)�

8:30 am�12:00 pm�1:00 pm�3:30 pm (F)�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

������������������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�����������������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday�������������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Wednesdays and  Fridays at 

8:30 am.�

�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�������������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of ��������������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays��������������������������������2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after �

morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. �

To sign�up, please contact Judy Krasnesky at 454�1634.�

�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

�

PARISH STAFF�

�

Pastor� Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate� Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

� Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director�Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal� Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers� Maggi Minick and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff� Deidre Brown and Louanna 

Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honard�



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 7, 2021�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� The following passage is from Monday 

during the Second Sunday of Lent: “O Lord, 

we are shamefaced, like our kings, our 

princes, and our ancestors, for having sinned 

against you.  But to the Lord, our God, belong 

compassion and forgiveness, though we 

rebelled against Him and did not hear the 

voice of the Lord, our God, by walking in His 

laws given through His servants the 

prophets.”  (Daniel 9:8 � 9)�

� In this passage, Daniel brings forth two 

important messages we should take with us 

throughout the Lenten Season and beyond.  

The first message is: we should not blame 

God or others for our sinful ways.  Making 

someone else the cause of our sin only 

serves to throw us off track spiritually.  Taking 

personal responsibility for our sin is the first 

(and only) step toward spiritual maturity.  In 

this passage, Daniel does not make excuses 

for the sin of Israel.  Daniel believed the fault 

belonged to Israel and that in order to truly 

experience healing and growth, Israel needed 

to come to terms with that.  �

� Along with this thought is a reminder 

that genuine, appropriate confession must be 

“sincere, specific, and thorough.” It can be 

tempting to do what I refer to as “dance 

around one’s sin and hope there won’t be any 

questions about it.”  As I examine my 

conscience, I must always ask myself, “What 

is my sin?”  “Why have I fallen into this sin?”  

“What might lie beneath, that I need to come 

to terms with, that is the root cause of my 

sin?”  Of the three questions, “what might lie 

beneath that is the root of my sin” is crucial if 

we really want to heal.  Unfortunately, it is 

also the one that is most often avoided.�

� The second message is: as Daniel 

confessed his sin and 

the sin of Israel, he 

remembered the sin of 

“prayerlessness.”   

“Prayerlessness,” in 

Daniel’s eyes, is Israel’s 

failure to turn to prayer 

at all times and in all 

circumstances.  Daniel 

saw first hand that the 

Israelites were often 

using prayer in the same way they were using 

God…as a means of convenience and self�

gain.  �

� Powerful messages from an Old 

Testament prophetic figure.  Daniel found 

himself frustrated with the Israelites’ 

unwillingness to delve into the root cause of 

their sin.  Adding to this frustration was their 

misuse of the gift of prayer. �

� Would Daniel be frustrated with you?  

Are you willing to delve into the root cause of 

your sin?  Do you allow Jesus into the 

deepest recesses of your entire being…or is 

there a wall somewhere in you that keeps 

Him at arms�length (just enough to keep you 

comfortable in your own mind)?  Do you see 

prayer first and foremost as a gift?  Is your 

prayer�life leading you to open your entire 

being to the love of Jesus?   �

� God is a God of compassion and 

forgiveness.  As Catholic�Christians we 

clearly see this in the wonder of the 

Incarnation.  But if we are not vigilant in our 

prayer as prayer is meant to be, we can use 

God’s compassion and forgiveness as a way 

to make us feel good about ourselves without 

growing away from our sin.  �

� Where are you in your relationship with 

God?  Where do you want to be in your 

relationship with God?  The message from 

the prophet Daniel opens the door to 

important questions that each of us needs to 

address…questions that will help shape our 

spiritual life that will ultimately lead us to a 

deeper and more fulfilling relationship with 

God.  �

�

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

EASTER FLOWER memorials may be 

given for the flowers during the Easter 

season, and throughout the year, by 

clearly printing the name(s) of the 

person/people being remembered on 

your envelope provided in your mailed 

packet and dropping it in the collection basket at Mass 

or at the parish office by Monday, March 22. A blank 

envelope may also be used. A special insert will be 

included in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 4, 

listing the memorials.�

�

DISPENSATION from the obligation to attend Sunday 

and holy day Masses remains in place. Do not feel as 

if you must come to Mass if you are not ready to 

attend public worship. If you stay home, please 

continue to join us as we celebrate with Fr. John 

Sunday Mass each week on our parish website, 

www.stlukeerie.org; our parish Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/lukealive and our parish app. 

The Mass will be live�streamed on Facebook at 

4:30 pm every Saturday and will be  available 

throughout the week for your convenience. �

�

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be every Friday 

during Lent beginning at 7:00 pm in the church. 

There is also a link on the church’s website and app 

to watch at your convenience. If you would like the 

booklet to follow along with the Stations of the Cross 

on the website and app, please call the church office 

at 814�825�6920 or email churchoffice@slserie.org. 

You can stop in the church office to pick up the 

booklet or it can be mailed to you.�

CATHOLIC SERVICE 

APPEAL (CSA) � The 

week of February 7, all 

parishioners should 

have received an 

invitation by email or by 

standard mail to 

prayerfully consider making a pledge to the annual 

CSA. If you did not receive one, please contact the 

church office at 814�825�6920 or email 

churchoffice@slserie.org. For the year 2021, St. Luke 

Parish has been assessed $59,218 and to date we 

have   received $44,045 in pledges. Any money that 

surpasses our assessment will stay within the parish 

and be used towards the continuation of building and 

expanding the use of technology in our church/parish 

space to maximize our ability to reach people and 

bring to them the Good News of Jesus. For those 

parishioners who have made a pledge, a very sincere 

thank you! �

�

WEEKDAY MASSES, at 8:00 am or 8:30 am and 

5:15 pm, are available throughout the months of 

March, April and May. If you would like to schedule a 

Mass, please call or stop by the parish office. The 

stipend is $10. �

�

NOVENA TO ST. JOSEPH � Everyone is invited to 

participate in the Diocesan Novena to St. Joseph 

beginning Thursday, March 11, and concluding 

March 19. Prayers and Scripture readings can be 

found on the Office of Worship webpage at� https://

www.eriercd.org/bishop/worship.html. Scroll down to 

Liturgy Reminders Archive, and click on Year of St. 

Joseph, 2021. �

�

THE ST. LUKE YOUTH GROUP will not meet today, 

March 7, due to scheduling conflicts.�

�

WE WELCOME the following new 

parishioners to St. Luke Parish: Julie 

Detzel, Christopher & MacKenzie 

Ryan and family, David Kwitowski 

and Linda Peters. �

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Sunday Collections as of February 28, 2021�

�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,675.00�

�

�

Sunday 02/07/2021������������������������������������$9,254.00�

�

Sunday 02/14/2021������������������������������������$7,482.74�

�

Sunday 02/21/2021������������������������������������$6,816.89�

�

Sunday 02/28/2021������������������������������������$8,639.41�

�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$36,868.04�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke 

Church and the special collections, including the 

Food Pantry, School, Flowers and the Diocesan 

special collections that help our neighbors both 

near and far.�

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH �

�

WITH A FATHER’S HEART: that is how 

Joseph loved Jesus, whom all four 

Gospels refer to as “the son of Joseph.”  

Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists 

who speak most of Joseph, tell us very 

little, yet enough for us to appreciate what sort of 

father he was, and the mission entrusted to him by 

God’s providence.�



SUNDAY HEADING, 2020�

Sunday, March 28,�

from 10:00 � 11:00 am �

in St. Luke Church�

�

Join Fr. John Malthaner �

for a discussion �

about the �

importance of Holy Week �

and what it can offer us spiritually.�
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CATHOLIC SISTERS WEEK � The 

week of March 8�14 is designated as 

Catholic Sisters Week. To kick off the 

week, the Diocese of Erie’s Office for 

Religious is hosting a webinar today, 

March 7, at 7:00 pm. Everyone is 

invited to join this Zoom event, featuring a welcome 

address by Bishop Lawrence Persico; a reflection by 

Sister Carol Zinn, SSJ, president of the National 

Leadership Conference of Women Religious; and 

remarks by Erie County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper. 

Register for this event at� https://us02web.zoom.us/

webinar/register/WN_nudD6bUyT7�7afpOTdp0gg. 

You will be provided a link to the livestream.��

GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR NON�PROFITS are 

now available. The Catherine’s Club Giving Circle, 

sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, is 

inviting qualified non�profit agencies to apply for 

grants aimed at initiatives supporting women and 

children. The Giving Circle promotes the economic 

self�sufficiency and/or well�being of women and 

children with needs resulting from limited financial 

resources, illness or inadequate education. �

Agencies applying for grants must be located within 

one of the 13 counties of the Catholic Diocese of Erie. �

Grant applications are available by contacting Edie 

Hudson at 814�824�2516, emailing 

ehudson@sistersofmercy.org or at the Sisters of 

Mercy Motherhouse, 444 E. Grandview Blvd in Erie. �

Applications must be postmarked by March 15.�

CHILD PROTECTION & CREATING A SAFE 

ENVIRONMENTS � Pledge to Heal:�The Diocese of 

Erie remains committed to helping victims of clergy 

sexual abuse heal and recover. Counseling 

assistance is available for victims and/or their family 

members through the diocesan Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, VAC for short, Dr. Gerard Tobin, who 

can be reached at 814�451�1521.The diocese 

encourages anyone who has experienced abuse or 

misconduct by a member of the clergy or any 

employee or volunteer of the church to contact law 

enforcement. To report abuse to the independent 

investigators retained by the diocese, 

email�ErieRCD@KLGates.com. Victims or concerned 

individuals can report abuse directly to the diocese by 

calling 814�451�1543.� For particular questions you 

may call:�Cindy Zemcik, Coordinator for the Office 

for the Protection of Children and Youth in the 

Diocese of Erie at 814�824�1195. �

�

ST. BENEDICT BINGO is Sunday, March 21, at the 

Polish Falcons Club, 431 E. Third St., Erie. Doors 

open at noon and bingo begins at 1:00 pm. Please 

call Valerie 814�566�3624 to make your reservation. 

There is no walk�ins. All COVID guidelines will be 

followed. All proceeds will benefit the SBA Art School. �

�

PART�TIME POSITION � Join the St. Luke School 

family! They are looking for someone to fill a part�time 

second shift custodial position as soon as possible. 

Please contact the principal, Mrs. Audrey Coletta, at 

acoletta@eriecatholic.org or 814�825�7105, ext. 222 if 

interested.�

�

OUR LENTEN SACRIFICE�

�

 Traditional Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving and other forms of self�denial are 

recommended most warmly by the Church. Daily 

Mass is particularly encouraged. �

� ASH WEDNESDAY, ALL FRIDAYS IN LENT, 

& GOOD FRIDAY are days of abstinence from meat 

for those 14 years of age and older. ASH 

WEDNESDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY are also days of 

fasting for those ages 18 to 58 inclusive. (On these 

days, those bound by the law of fasting may take one 

full meal. Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain 

strength according to one’s needs, are also permitted. 

Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids 

including milk and fruit juices are allowed. When 

health or work is seriously affected, the law does not 

oblige.)�

� ALL FRIDAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

(except solemnities) outside of Lent remain days of 

penance. The United States Bishops highly 

recommend the traditional abstinence from meat, 

together with fasting, for the cause of peace in the 

world. However, some other practice of voluntary self�

denial or personal penance may be substituted.�
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 6�

� 4:30� †Terri & Louie Donajkowski (Family)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 7 (The Third Sunday of Lent)�

� 9:00� †Richard Arters (Voices in Praise Choir)�

� 11:30� †Ron Wasielewski (Family)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, MARCH 8 (St. John of God)�

� 8:00� †(Birth) Jane Corey (Family)�

� 5:15� †Ed & Evelyn Eastman (Ed & Brenda Pasko)�

TUESDAY, MARCH 9 (St. Frances of Rome)�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) Frances Kowalski (Bernardine Elchynski)�

� 5:15� †Rose Marie Rydzewski (Rita Chojnacki)�

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10�

� 8:30� †Mary & Edward Wojtkielewski (Estate)�

� 5:15� †Robert Meister (Judy Walczak)�

THURSDAY, MARCH 11�

� 8:00� †Joan Kuhl (Don & Pam Pudlick)�

� 5:15� †Fred Sipple (Beverly Kimet)�

FRIDAY, MARCH 12�

� 8:30� †(Birth) Florence Feeney (Darlene & Jim Feeney)�

� 7:00� Stations of the Cross�

SATURDAY, March 13�

� 4:30� †(Anniv) Joe Canella (George & Mary Bartko)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 (The Fourth Sunday of Lent)�

� 9:00� †Robert Meister (Jerry & Sue Verga)�

� 11:30� †Rose Marie Rydzewski (Carolyn Kuhl)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Tony Lackovic from wife, Terry Lackovic.�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 6�

4:30� Elizabeth Northern�

SUNDAY, MARCH 7�

9:00� Caitlin Dugan�

11:30� Rob Connor�

6:00� Lola Lubomski�

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 13�

4:30� Kaydence Weitzel�

SUNDAY, MARCH 14�

9:00� Ty Hulick�

11:30� Joseph Agnello�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

Please pray for the soul of 

Salvatore Maldonado, father of 

our Faith Formation Director and 

parishioner Sr. Carmen 

Maldonado, SSC. Our sympathy 

is extended to his family.�

�

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to St. Luke 

Church were received, in loving memory of 

Fred Sipple, from Dave Hallman Chevrolet, 

Audrey Yurkovic, and Jim and Lois Metzler. �

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � Today’s gospel 

says Jesus chased the merchants out of the 

temple. Jesus teaches us to act from 

conviction and not just from anger. He didn’t 

condemn the merchants, only their business 

practice. Attack the behavior and not the 

person.��

�

WHAT MORE COULD HE DO 

FOR YOU? A riveting, 

dramatic explanation of the 

Passion of Jesus will be 

presented by Fr. Larry 

Richards on Tuesday, March 

30, beginning at 7:00 pm at 

St. Joseph Church/Bread of Life Community, 

147 W. 24th Street, Erie. Please call 814�455�

7364, for more information. The event is free 

and open to the public. CDC guidelines will be 

followed. �

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 7, 2021�

�

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH�

�

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

Show yourself a father 

And guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace,  

mercy and courage, 

And defend us from every evil. 

 

Amen 
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

CALL TODAY!
814.453.7737 Ext. 3

WWW.PREP-VILLA.COMWWW.PREP-VILLA.COM
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment
3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504

(814) 825-7373
www.prosthodontisteriepa.com

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


