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�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm (M � Th)�

8:30 am�12:00 pm�1:00 pm�3:30 pm (F)�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

������������������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�����������������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday�������������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Wednesdays and  Fridays at 

8:30 am.�

�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�������������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of ��������������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays��������������������������������2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after �

morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. �

To sign�up, please contact Judy Krasnesky at 454�1634.�

�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus Christ.�

�

�

PARISH STAFF�

�

Pastor� Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate� Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

� Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director�Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal� Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers� Maggi Minick and Ted Fuhrman�

Office Staff� Deidre Brown and �

� �  Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honard�



THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 21, 2021�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� Instead of allowing life to get in the way of 

prayer, wouldn’t it be better to allow prayer to be 

our way of life?�

� This thought came to mind as I had 

recently been in several conversations with 

people who were struggling with finding the time 

to pray.  I do not know about you, but I have 

confessed on more than one occasion of needing 

to have prayer as more of a priority in my life.  It is 

not that I don’t want to pray or feel the need to 

pray…it is life getting in the way of prayer.  �

� Schedules, deadlines, meetings, and even 

down�time can push prayer not only on the 

proverbial “back burner,” but completely off the 

stove.  Even “Down�time?”  Down�time is 

supposed to be your/my time.  How can down�

time get in the way of prayer?  Because often we 

are at a point when we do have down�time, and 

the last thing on our mind is prayer.  �

� Be honest: have you ever said, “I know I 

need to pray more, but things are just so 

___________________ (fill in the blank).”  Or “I’m 

just so exhausted at the end of the day I either 

forget or fall asleep.”  Or “I know I need to make 

prayer more of a priority in my life.”  If you have, 

then life is most likely getting in the way of your 

prayer.  �

� So…what to do?  According to 

the�Catechism of the Catholic Church,� “Prayer is 

the encounter of God’s thirst with ours.”  That is a 

beautiful quote!  I have no doubt that each of you 

reading this Pastor’s Desk has a thirst for a 

relationship with God (otherwise, you probably 

would not be reading this).  �

� The thirst for God is often described as a 

longing in our hearts that cannot quite be 

satisfied.  In every man, woman, and child that 

longing is ultimately a desire to be close to God.  

It is like looking out at the ocean and seeing the 

horizon.  As we venture toward that point, we look 

up and see another horizon.  They seem endless, 

but we keep moving forward, trusting that one day 

we will reach our point of destination.  Our thirst to 

be one with God can be likened to the ocean’s 

horizon.  We 

venture 

toward God to 

grow closer to 

God.  We 

come to a 

point where 

we might feel 

comfortable, 

only to find 

that as we 

look up we 

see another 

point God 

beckons us to approach.  And so we continue our 

venture until that day comes when we reach our 

destination.  �

� The great news is that God longs for such 

closeness with us as well.  As we venture toward 

God, God ventures toward us.  But, if schedules, 

deadlines, meetings, and even down�time get in 

the way, we can easily miss the opportune 

moments that can quench our thirst, giving us 

what we need to continue our venture that will 

lead us to one day reaching our destination with 

God.�

� I read once where “Prayer is our turning 

toward God with as much of our true self as we 

can muster.  Prayer is best when it springs from 

our deepest emotions of joy, wonder, sorrow, 

gratitude, yearning, loss, and need. Perhaps the 

sincerest prayers we will ever voice are short and 

clear, “Please, God.” or “Thank you, God!” or 

“Help me, God!”  I believe what is being said here 

is that prayer should not be laborious or 

something we put off until we think we have time 

to do it.  �

� Prayer is sharing our life with God and 

recognizing the moments God yearns to share His 

life with us.  This can be done anytime and 

anyplace.  Prayer is keeping God at the forefront 

of our mind, heart, and soul throughout the course 

of each day, from the morning prayer of gratitude 

as we begin our day to the evening prayer of 

expressing the longing in our heart to be close to 

God.  Throughout the day prayer is keeping our 

senses open to the opportune moments God will 

present to us.�

� Please do not allow life to get in the way of 

your prayer.  Rather, let prayer be your way of life.�

�

� � � � � �

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

�

�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �
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EASTER FLOWER memorials may be 

given for the flowers during the Easter 

season, and throughout the year, by 

clearly printing the name(s) of the 

person/people being remembered on 

your envelope provided in your mailed 

packet and dropping it in the collection basket at Mass 

or at the parish office by Monday, March 22. A blank 

envelope may also be used. A special insert will be 

included in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 4, 

listing the memorials.�

�

DISPENSATION from the obligation to attend Sunday 

and holy day Masses remains in place. Do not feel as 

if you must come to Mass if you are not ready to 

attend public worship. If you stay home, please 

continue to join us as we celebrate with Fr. John 

Sunday Mass each week on our parish website, 

www.stlukeerie.org; our parish Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/lukealive and our parish app. 

The Mass will be live�streamed on Facebook at 

4:30 pm every Saturday and will be  available 

throughout the week for your convenience. �

�

STATIONS OF THE 

CROSS will be every 

Friday during Lent 

beginning at 7:00 pm 

in the church. There is 

also a link on the church’s website and app to watch 

at your convenience. If you would like the booklet to 

follow along with the Stations of the Cross on the 

website and app, please call the church office at 814�

825�6920 or email churchoffice@slserie.org.�

CATHOLIC SERVICES 

APPEAL (CSA) � St. Luke 

Parish has been assessed 

$59,218 for this year’s CSA. To 

date $56,384 pledges have 

been received. Any money that surpasses our 

assessment will stay within the parish and be used 

towards the continuation of building and expanding 

the use of technology in our church/parish space to 

maximize our ability to reach people and bring them 

the Good News of Jesus. If you have not made a 

pledge, please consider making one. Pledge 

envelopes are located at the exits of the church or you 

can call the church office 814�825�6920 and one will 

be mailed to you. �

�

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to St. Luke Church 

were received in loving memory of Bernie Pauly from 

Karen Coy, Dave and Kathryn Tullio, Thorp Andrews, 

Mary Lou Bertlett, Julie and James Waddell, Gerrie 

and Tim Mersch, Bill and Karen Klenke, Chris and 

Cathy Klenke, John and Linda Klenke, Maureen and 

John Mears, and Mike Marous; in loving memory of 

Mary Ann Harrington from Clark Elementary School; 

and in loving memory of Clarence “Buck” Swahn 

from W. H. Motsch and Son, Inc.�

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Sunday Collections as of March 14, 2021�

�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,725.00�

�

�

Sunday 03/07/2021������������������������������������$8,703.00�

�

Sunday 03/14/2021������������������������������������$5,963.41�

�

Sunday 03/21/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 03/28/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$19,391.41�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke 

Church and the special collections, including the 

Food Pantry, School, Flowers and the Diocesan 

special collections that help our neighbors both 

near and far.�

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH �

�

St. Joseph “concretely expressed his 

fatherhood” by making an offering of 

himself in love “a love placed at the 

service of the Messiah who was growing 

to maturity in his home,” writes Pope 

Francis, quoting his predecessor St. Paul 

VI.�

�

And because of his role at “the crossroads between 

the Old and New Testament,” St. Joseph “has always 

been venerated as a father by the Christian people.” 

In him, “Jesus saw the tender love of God,” the one 

that helps us accept our weakness, because “it is 

through” and despite “our fears, our frailties, and our 

weakness” that most divine designs are realized. 

“Only tender love will save us from the snares of the 

accuser,” emphasizes the Pontiff, and it is by 

encountering God’s mercy especially in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation that we “experience His 

truth and tenderness,” � because “we know that God’s 

truth does not condemn us, but instead welcomes, 

embraces, sustains and forgives us.”�

�

Joseph is also a father in obedience to God: with his 

‘fiat’ he protects Mary and Jesus and teaches his Son 

to “do the will of the Father.” Called by God to serve 

the mission of Jesus, he “cooperated… in the great 

mystery of Redemption,” as St. John Paul II said, “and 

is truly a minister of salvation.”�

�



SUNDAY HEADING, 2020�

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 21, 2021�

Sunday, March 28,�

from 10:00 � 11:00 am �

in St. Luke Church�

�

Join Fr. John Malthaner �

for a discussion �

about the �

importance of Holy Week �

and what it can offer us spiritually.�
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Saint Luke Care & Concern Service Ministry�

�

� Our next date to volunteer is:�

�

Sunday, April 11 �

�

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant�

 250 West 7

th

 St., Erie, PA 16501 �

�

We need three groups of volunteers:�

�

GROUP 1:  MEAL PREPARATION (DINNER & DESSERT)�

�

Group 1 will prepare the agreed�upon meal, enough to serve 10�12 people, and deliver it to the First 

� Presbyterian Church of the Covenant or St. Luke Church by 2:30 pm. �

The meal consists of: �

�

� � � � Pizza Pasta Casserole (recipe is below)�

� � � � Salad � 2 large bags and salad dressing �

� � � � Garlic bread � 3 loaves and a dessert that will feed 10�12 people �

� � � � �            (cake or dessert should fit in a 13”x9” pan)�

�

�� Volunteers for meal preparation have a choice of doing 1, 2, 3 or all of the above. �

�� The  Pizza Pasta Casserole should be prepared in a disposable aluminum 13”x9” pan, baked and ready to 

serve. �

�� The recipe will make two 13”x9” pans.  �

�

� � GROUP 2:  Prepare Take out boxes at the First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant�

�

� � Group 2 will be on site at the First Presbyterian Church Sunday, April 11, from 3:00 to 5:30 pm.  Children 

� ages 10 & older are able to assist and must be accompanied by their parent(s).�

�

� � GROUP 3:  MONETARY DONATION�

�

� � This group is for anyone who would like to donate money to support the costs of the First Presbyterian 

� Church Sunday Supper Program.  Please drop an envelope into the collection basket or at the St. Luke 

� Church office labelled “Care & Concern � First Presbyterian.”  Please make checks payable to: First 

� Presbyterian Church Sunday Suppers.�

�

Volunteers for groups 1 and 2 please contact �

�

Brenda Pasko: Screener2@charter.net � (814) 882�7850 � (new email and phone number)�

�

Elizabeth Connole:  ebwhiteside@gmail.com � (314) 322�2933�

�

Thank you so much for your support of this ministry!�

�

Pizza Pasta Casserole Recipe:�

�

Ingredients:�

2 pounds of ground beef�

1 large onion chopped�

3 ½ cups spaghetti sauce (28 oz)�

1 package (16 oz) spiral pasta, cooked and drained�

4 cups (16 oz) shredded part skim mozzarella cheese�

8 ounces sliced pepperoni�

�

Directions:�

In large skillet, cook beef and onion over medium heat until meat is no longer pink; drain.  Stir in spaghetti sauce, 

pasta and pepperoni. Transfer to two greased 13” x 9” baking pans or one larger pan.  Sprinkle with cheese. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 30 � 45 minutes or until heated through.�



St. Luke Youth Group March Schedule�

�

St. Luke Youth Group is open to all students in grades 5 through 

8. We are very excited to welcome you back and have put in place 

some guidelines to ensure everyone’s safety. Everyone attending 

must wear a mask and temperatures will be taken in order to 

assure the health and wellbeing of others. Youth Group will look a 

little different as we will be rearranging the space in order to 

maintain social distancing. Additionally, all surfaces will be 

cleaned before and after youth group as a precaution. Finally, a 

hand sanitizer station will be set up for everyone to utilize. 

Please feel free to reach out to Abbie Harrington with any 

questions or concerns at aeh12@outlook.com.�

�

March 21

st

 from 5:30 to 7:30pm in the St. Luke 

Cafeteria will be a trivia night! We will be putting 

your knowledge to the test in a competitive game 

show�like environment where students will play 

Catholic Trivia with Kahoot, General Trivia with 

Jeopardy and Disney Trivia with Scene It. There will be prizes 

for first, second and third place in each game so come ready with 

your game face on!�

�

March 28

th

 from 5:30 to 7:30pm in the St. Luke 

Cafeteria will be focused on Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter as the season of Lent is coming to a close. 

We will pray the Stations of the Cross together, 

explore some of Holy Week as well as Easter 

traditions from around the world and dive deeper 

into the meaning of all of these seasons in the Catholic Church 

through discussion, activities and games.�

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 21, 2021�
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HOLY WEEK AT HOME 

RESOURCES � We are mindful 

that many of our families are 

not yet comfortable returning to 

Mass in�person. However, our 

homebound households are 

still valued members of our 

parish community. We look 

forward to celebrating Mass 

together in�person whenever it 

is safe for everyone to return. In the meantime, St. 

Luke Parish wants to support the faith lives of all our 

parishioners, near and far, during this sacred time in 

our Church’s liturgical year. Starting on Palm Sunday, 

the diocesan Office of Faith Formation will be sharing 

a slate of prayers, video reflections, and family 

activities for Holy Week at www.eriercd.org/

holyweekathome.html. These activities are designed 

particularly with the needs of homebound families in 

mind, but they are open to everyone. The website will 

include prayer resources relevant to all ages, including 

people who live alone and young families. Have a 

blessed Holy Week.�

�

CHRISM MASS � 

Unfortunately, due to 

ongoing renovations at 

St. Peter Cathedral and 

COVID restrictions, 

only priests may attend the Chrism Mass in person on 

Monday, March 29. Everyone is encouraged to view 

the livestreamed Mass on St. Peter Cathedral’s 

YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UCzM0RUeDBD67qz4�PSm8gVw or its 

Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

SaintPeterCathedral. �

�

THE ANNUAL ST. MARK SEMINARY AUXILIARY 

CARD PARTY was interrupted last year due to 

COVID�19. To avoid another year without the needed 

fundraising for our seminarians, the people of the 

Diocese of Erie are asked to support this fundraiser. 

There will be a raffle of three cash prizes: one $250 

award, one $500 award and the grand prize of $1,000. 

A donation of $25 will be your chance to win. You will 

receive an additional chance for every additional $25 

donated. No tickets will be issued. Your check is your 

entry. A live drawing will be held on the St. Mark 

Seminary Auxiliary Facebook page on Thursday, 

April 15, at 7:00 pm. Enter by mail before Monday, 

April 5, by mailing your donation to: St. Mark Seminary 

Auxiliary, c/o Marjorie Adamus, 3414 Eliot Road, Erie, 

PA 16508. Please include your phone number or 

email so we can notify you if you win!�

THE WORD AMONG US, a monthly 

and sometimes bi�monthly magazine 

filled with spiritual articles, Scripture 

meditations, and daily Mass 

readings, has offered a unique 

opportunity to bring the magazine to 

parishes for just over $1.00 per copy. 

Thank you to a generous parishioner they have been 

donated and will be available in the church this 

weekend, March 20 & 21, for you to take.�

�

THE LITTLE WHITE BOOK will be available next 

weekend, March 27 & 28. If you have six minutes a 

day that you can devote to our Lord over the 60 days 

of Easter, then please take a complimentary Little 

White Book.�

�

FORMED provides the very best 

Catholic content from more than 60 

organizations to help parishes, 

families and individuals explore their 

faith anywhere. Supporting 

thousands of movies, children’s 

programs, ebooks, audio, parish 

programs and studies direct to your 

browser, mobile or connected device. To sign up, visit 

FORMED.org, click sign�up and select “I belong to a 

Parish or Organization.” Find St. Luke Church by 

parish name, address or zip code. Enter your email 

address and you’re in!  Enjoy!!�
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 20�

� 4:30� †Arch & Mike Messer (Barbara Berdis)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 21 (The Fifth Sunday of Lent)�

� 9:00� †Robert Meister (Susan Wasielewski)�

� 11:30� †(Birth) Antoinette “Ann” Carlin �

� �      (Lydia & Teresa Borowy)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, MARCH 22�

� 8:00� Mass for the People�

� 5:15� †(Birth) Sid DeAngelo (Son & Grandson)�

TUESDAY, MARCH 23 (St. Turibius of Mogrovejo)�

� 8:00� †Jim Herdzik (Jerry & Sue Verga)�

� 5:15� †Buck Swahn (Fred & Terri Schnepp)�

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24�

� 8:30� †Maryann Swanson (Cindy Stormer)�

� 5:15� †Dolores Sznajder (Husband, Ed)�

THURSDAY, MARCH 25 (The Annunciation of the Lord)�

� 8:00� †Maryann Harrington (Sue & Jerry Verga)�

� 5:15� †Herman & Madelyn Heibel (Marilyn Heibel)�

FRIDAY, MARCH 26�

� 8:30� †(Anniv) Audrey Korzeniewski (Estate)�

� 7:00� Stations of the Cross�

SATURDAY, MARCH 27�

� 4:30� †Bob Meister (David & Carol Marsden)�

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 �

(Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord)�

� 9:00� †Lori Gealey (The Kuzma Family)�

� 11:30� †Bob Potalivo (Irene Hesch)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Molly Stanton from her grandmother.�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 20�

4:30� Lexy Kosobucki�

SUNDAY, MARCH 21�

9:00� Morgan Tatar�

11:30� Nathan Firman�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

SATURDAY, MARCH 27�

4:30� Addyson Ramsey�

SUNDAY, MARCH 28�

9:00� Christopher Reitz�

11:30� Mykaela Seneca�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

Please pray for the soul of 

parishioner, Virginia “Ginny” 

Suleski, who passed away this 

past week. Our sympathy is 

extended to her family.�

�

FISH & PIEROGI DRIVE THRU DINNER will 

be at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 1531 E. 

Grandview Blvd., Erie on Friday, March 26, 

from 4:00 pm � 7:00 pm. To order and prepay 

please visit www.olmc�erie.org. The deadline 

to order is Tuesday, March 23 at noon. �

�

WHAT MORE COULD HE DO FOR YOU? A 

riveting, dramatic explanation of the Passion 

of Jesus will be presented by Fr. Larry 

Richards on Tuesday, March 30, beginning at 

7:00 pm at St. Joseph Church/Bread of Life 

Community, 147 W. 24th Street, Erie. Please 

call 814�455�7364, for more information. The 

event is free and open to the public. CDC 

guidelines will be followed. �

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � Relationships 

come with a price tag. We must be willing to 

entrust ourselves to another, to let go of our 

autonomy and die to our independence. It is in 

this type of dying that we find a newer, richer 

life with others. �

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT� MARCH 21, 2021�

�

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH�

�

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted  

his only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

Show yourself a father 

And guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace,  

mercy and courage, 

And defend us from every evil. 

 

Amen 
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

LET US 
PLACE 

YOUR AD 
HERE.

 Matthew J. Bengel, AIF®
 Financial Consultant, Accredited Investment Fiduciary®

 Phone: 814-461-7216

Retirement Planning • Estate Planning Strategies
Investments • Life Insurance

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (212-314-4600), member FINRA/SIPC. Annuity and insurance 
products offered through AXA Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through AXA 

Advisors, LLC, and investment advisor registered with the SEC. AXA Advisors and its affiliates do not provide tax 
or legal advice. Individuals may transact business and/or respond to inquiries only in state(s) in which they are 

properly registered and/or licensed. AGE-148006(9/19)(Exp.9/21)

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

CALL TODAY!
814.453.7737 Ext. 3

WWW.PREP-VILLA.COMWWW.PREP-VILLA.COM
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment
3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504

(814) 825-7373
www.prosthodontisteriepa.com

CARPET CONNECTION
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
3333 Buffalo Rd.

899-8833
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

$59.99 CLEAN &
CHECK SPECIAL

Call for Details
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,

REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes


