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PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� As we approach the celebration of the 

Feast of Thanksgiving let us, for a moment, 

look closely at the word “thanksgiving.” Notice 

that it begins with the word thanks and ends 

with the word giving. It is not only “giving 

thanks,” as we know this special feast is 

certainly about that. It is about thanks and 

giving. �

� Let us look at these two words.  

According to the dictionary, thanks means 

grateful feelings or thoughts; expression of 

gratitude.  When we open our heart and spirit 

to experiencing and expressing gratitude, we 

begin to appreciate on a deeper level the 

people and gifts that are part of our everyday 

lives. As we begin to appreciate on a deeper 

level, we step outside ourselves and can then 

see all things and all people as they are 

intended to be seen…as created by God.  

This is most important, for too often we easily 

slip into the trap of taking things and people 

for granted. Also, our busyness will 

sometimes/often cause us to miss the God�

moment that is right before us. I refer once 

again to one of my favorite sayings, “If you 

look at a tree and see only a tree, then you’ve 

missed the tree.” Ponder that thought for a 

moment. Giving thanks in the spirit of sincerity 

and humility moves us from self�centeredness 

to other centeredness. The focus is now on 

how I see with the eyes of Christ. Note, the 

word Eucharist means “to give thanks.” As 

Jesus gave thanks, He broke the bread and 

said, “This is my body which will be given up 

for you,” He called us to remember His great 

act of selflessness and to pattern our lives in 

the same way (Do this in memory of me).  If 

only we would spend more time meditating 

upon His great call 

for us.   �

� According to 

the dictionary, 

giving means to 

make a present of 

or a gift of. It is 

active and again, 

other centered. It is 

also relational. 

Pope John Paul II 

wrote the following about giving.  He said, 

“God reveals himself through Jesus as a 

radical giver. Within every created being is 

this sign of God’s love. The problem that 

develops is when we miss the opportunity to 

discover and then let out this sign of God’s 

love that is within each of us.”  Imagine that! 

The gift of giving is a built�in part of who we 

are because we are created in the image of 

God. It is there, waiting to burst forth if only 

we give it the space and freedom it needs. 

We do this when we draw ourselves closer to 

Christ through prayer and worship. Another 

interesting point about giving is that it requires 

someone to receive that which is being given. 

Giving, therefore, demands relationship.  God 

so loved the world that He gave us His only 

Son. Jesus so loved the world that He gave 

His life so that we might have life. Is it 

possible for us to give this same love to 

others? Absolutely, but only if we become like 

Him.  �

� As we prepare to celebrate the Feast 

of Thanksgiving, I pray that our Lord will touch 

your heart that you may be sincerely grateful 

for what you have and who you have in your 

life. I also pray that you may gift another 

person (or persons) with the sign of God’s 

love in your life. May your time together as 

family and friends be one of joy and peace.  �

�

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �
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LITTLE BLUE BOOKS will be available this 

weekend, November 20 & 21. If you have six 

minutes a day that you can devote to our Lord over 

the 43 days of Advent and Christmas Season, then 

please take a complimentary Little Blue Book.�

�

�

BALANCING THE PACE OF LIFE WITH FAITH is 

the topic Fr. John Jacquel, pastor of Holy Rosary and 

St. John the Baptist, will discuss as part of the St. 

Luke Church Adult Faith Formation today, November 

21, at 10:00 am in the church. Fr. Jacquel’s talk will 

be livestreamed if you are not able to attend. �

�

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR 

ADULTS (RCIA) is a sacramental prep for adults who 

are interested in learning more about our Catholic 

faith as they prepare to receive any of the sacraments 

of initiation: Baptism, First Reconciliation, First 

Communion and Confirmation. If you or anyone you 

know is interested, please call the parish office 814�

825�6920 and leave your name and phone number. 

Fr. John Malthaner will return your call. �

�

BAPTISMS � With joy we welcome into 

the Family of God and the Family of St. 

Luke, Cora Lynne, daughter of John 

and Melissa Place; and Olivia Mae, 

daughter of Matthew and Catherine 

Barczyk.  We extend our love and best 

wishes, and may God continue to pour 

out His blessings upon them,  their 

parents and godparents.�

SPECIAL COLLECTION � 

Please be generous this 

weekend, November 20 & 21, 

supporting the   Catholic 

Campaign for Human 

Development. In the United 

States, one in eight people live 

in poverty. With this collection, you support programs 

that address the root causes of poverty and provide a 

sustainable future for those struggling across the 

country. In addition, 25% of the funds we collect 

remain in our diocese to fund local anti�poverty 

projects. Please prayerfully consider how you can 

support this collection and those working on the 

margins. More information about the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development can be found at 

www.usccb.org/cchd.�

�

THE WORD AMONG US, a monthly and sometimes 

bi�monthly magazine filled with spiritual articles, 

Scripture mediations, and daily Mass readings will be 

located near the east side of the sanctuary next 

weekend, November 27 & 28. They were generously 

donated by a parish family.�

�

LEGION OF MARY is welcoming new members to 

Active and Auxiliary membership. Active membership 

includes weekly meetings on Wednesdays at 2:00 

pm in the St. Luke Mother’s Chapel and spiritual 

works. Auxiliary members support one Legion through 

saying the Legion prayers and rosary daily. Please 

consider joining us if you have a love and devotion to 

Mary. �

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH �

�

Joseph found happiness not in mere self�

sacrifice but in self�gift. In him, we never 

see frustration but only trust. His patient 

silence was the prelude to concrete 

expressions of trust. Our world today 

needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would 

domineer others as a means of compensating for their 

own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with 

authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion with 

oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power 

with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift 

of oneself, which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The 

priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this 

kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, whether to 

marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not 

come to fulfillment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the 

case, instead of becoming a sign of the beauty and 

joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an 

expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.�

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:����������������������������������$36,250.00�

�

Sunday Collections as of November 7, 2021�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,754.00�

�

Sunday 11/07/2021������������������������������������$8,692.00�

�

Sunday 11/14/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 11/21/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 11/28/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$13,446.00�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�
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OPERATION ASSISTING SANTA�

�

�

Once again this year Operation Assisting Santa will be 

working in conjunction with local veteran organizations to 

help insure local needy veterans and their families, who 

might not be able to do so otherwise, have the Christmas 

they truly deserve. �

�

�

Beginning the weekend of November 13 & 14, people can help out in one of 

two ways:�

�

 � � 1.  They can make a check payable to the Erie Vets Hospital ��

�              and deposit it in the boxes marked “Operation Assisting Santa.”�

�

� � 2. They can adopt one of the children off of Santa’s Good Kids List. 

�             There will be cards available that list the child’s age, sex, and �

� �     what they would like for Christmas. After selecting a card, fill out 

� �     the attached card with your name and phone number so we can 

� �     keep track of things. Place the card with your name and phone �

� �     number in the box marked “Operation Assisting Santa.”�

�

With everything going on in the world, the need for assistance just seems to 

grow. Thank you in advance for helping make sure these deserving heroes 

have a chance to have a Merry Christmas!�

�

Always remember, if not for the brave service of our active military, veterans, 

and their families, no one, not a single individual would be able to enjoy any 

of the tremendous freedoms this great country has to offer.�

�

Due to the Pandemic, this campaign is taking place a littler earlier then usual 

as we understand that shopping can be difficult with delays in deliveries and 

shelves not stocked. �

�

If you have any questions, please call Mooch at 814�823�6506 or email 

mzielewski999@hotmail.com.�

�

�

Thank you, Mooch Zielewski, Coordinator Operation Assisting Santa�
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BASKET RAFFLE � St. Benedict Alumnae 

Association is having a basket raffle that includes over 

50 baskets to choose from at the Polish Falcons, 431 

E. Third St., Erie, on Sunday, December 5, from 

12:00 noon to 5:00 pm. $10 will purchase 25 tickets. 

The winner does not need to be present to win. Light 

refreshments will be available. CDC guidelines will be 

followed. Benefits the Inner City Ministries of the 

Benedictine Sisters. �

�

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER � 

Engaged couples are invited to 

attend an Engagement Encounter 

(EE) marriage preparation 

weekend January 28 � 30, 2022, 

at the St. Mark Catholic Center, 

429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie. 

Engagement Encounter is 

designed to provide a meaningful environment for 

deepening the conversations and habits necessary in 

a happy, holy and lasting marriage. Learn more and 

register at� https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/

ee.html. �

�

CRAFT SHOW � Blessed Sacrament Parish, 1626 W. 

26th St., Erie, is hosting its second annual craft show 

November 26 � 28 in the Blessed Sacrament School 

gymnasium. Parking is available in the lot next to the 

gym on W. 26th Street. Hours are Friday from noon 

to 5:00 pm, Saturday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, 

and Sunday from noon to 4:00  pm. Admission is $3 

per day for ages 12 and up. Those under 12 are 

admitted free. A family of four pass (must live in the 

same household) is $5 per day. Due to COVID�19, 

masks/face shields are required. �

Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 65 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office��������������������������������825�6920�

Church Fax������������������������������������825�6905�

Church Email�������������������stluke@slserie.org�

Faith Formation�faithformation@slserie.org�

Church Website����������www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook�����www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain����������������������������������866�1487�

School Office���������������������������������825�7105�

School Fax�������������������������������������825�7169�

School Website������www.eriecatholic.org/sls�

K of C Email������������gk11229@outlook.com�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm (M � Th)�

8:30 am�12:00 pm�1:00 pm�3:30 pm (F)�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays��������������������������������*8:00 am M�F�

�����������������������������������������������5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil����������������������������������4:30 pm�

Sunday������������9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 am.�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�������������������������������5:15 pm�

The day of �������������������*8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays�������������������������2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins after morning 

Mass to 4:30 pm every first Friday. To sign�up, please 

contact Judy Krasnesky at 814�454�1634.�

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH�

�

Hail,  Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted  

his only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

Show yourself a father 

And guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 

And defend us from every evil. 

 

Amen 

�

�

FOLLOW ST. LUKE CHURCH on social media 

to keep updated on everything by visiting one of 

the following:�

�

Website � www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook  � www.facebook.com/lukealive�

You Tube� St. Luke Church Erie � YouTube�

Twitter� www.twitter.com/lukeerie1�

Parish App� iPhone users text ParishApp1 �

� � � to 800�950�9952�

� � Android users text ParishApp2 �

� � � to 800�950�9952�

�

St. Luke Church can now be followed on 

Instagram. Look for Fr. John’s Tuesdays and 

Thursdays motivational thoughts. �
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Benefiting the St. Luke Church Advancement Office�
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20�

� 4:30� †(Anniv) Melvin J. Samick (George & Judy Byers)�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 �

(Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe)�

� 9:00� †(Anniv) Claire Merritt (Meg & John Britton)�

� 11:30� †Jim Speice (Wife & Children)�

� 6:00� Mass for the People�

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22 (St. Cecilia)�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) Don Webb (Darlene & Jim Feeney)�

� 5:15� †Tony Lackovic (Wife, Terry Lackovic)�

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23�

(Sts. Clement I, Columban & Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro)�

� 8:00� †Mary C. Marschak (The Karen Warus Family)�

� 5:15� †(Anniv) Dad, Walter “Chubby” Kuhl & for�

� �     Mom & Dad’s Anniversary�

� �     (The Kristy & George Klapsinos Family)�

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 (St. Andrew Dũng�Lac)�

� 8:00� †Chester, Stephen & Matt Ratkowski�

� �     (The Ratkowski Family)�

� 5:15� †Deceased Relatives & Friends of Carole Petrungar�

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25�

(St. Catherine of Alexandria, Thanksgiving Day)�

� 9:00� †Sandy Norfolk (Ken Norfolk & Children)�

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26�

�      � NO MASS�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27�

� 4:30� †Kathy Masolotte (Husband, Mark)�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 (First Sunday of Advent)�

� 9:00� Mass for the People�

� 11:30� †Maryann Harrington (Ann Marie Harrington)�

� 6:00� †James Berdis (Marie Merski)�

�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Bob Wood from Helen T. Klebes.�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27�

4:30� Volunteer�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28�

9:00� Volunteer�

11:30� Ty Hulick & Aiden Kosobucki�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

A CHURCH MEMORIAL was received in 

loving memory of Clarence (Buck) J. Swahn, 

Jr., from the Knights of Columbus, Council 

278, Blessed Sacrament Church, Erie.�

�

THANKSGIVING DAY is 

Thursday, November 25. 

There is only one daily 

Mass at 9:00 am. There are 

NO MASSES on Friday, 

November 26. The church office will be 

closed both days in observance of the Feast 

of Thanksgiving. �

�

DISPENSATION from the obligation to attend 

Sunday and Holy Day Masses ceased on 

Sunday, August 15. This obligation, as is 

always the case, does not apply to those who 

are seriously ill, have a serious health risk, as 

well as those who have serious anxiety of 

being a part of large groups at this time. 

Likewise, the obligation does not apply to 

those who care for those who cannot attend 

Mass in person (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, no. 2181). Those who are legitimately 

excused from Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days are encouraged to spend time in prayer, 

meditating on the Death and Resurrection of 

the Lord, reading the Sacred Scriptures, and 

uniting themselves to Christ in his worship of 

the Father of us all. Those who are 

legitimately excused are also encourage to 

view a broadcast of the Mass which is 

intended for those who cannot participate in 

person. Mass at St. Luke Church will 

continue to be live�streamed on Facebook 

at 4:30 pm every Saturday and will be  

available throughout the week for your 

convenience.�

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE � When we are 

young, our parents “tell us about Jesus” and 

we believe what our parents believe. At some 

point, we must leave our parents faith and ask 

Pilate’s question: “Are you the King?’ Pilate is 

just asking these questions on our behalf.�

�

“My kingdom does not belong to 

this world. If my kingdom did 

belong to this world, my attendants 

would be fighting to keep me from 

being handed over to the Jews. But 

as it is, my kingdom is not here.” 

John 18: 36�

�

Due to the holidays this bulletin was submitted to 

the printer on November 15.�
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

Contact Chris Reeves  
to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6206 

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment
3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504

(814) 825-7373
www.prosthodontisteriepa.com

CARPETS
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes

jksfinishesinc.com 
881 DEPOT ROAD, WATERFORD, PA

814-796-6365

SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Commercial & Residential Work.   

Apply online or In-person.


