
Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 65 years�
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DIRECTORY�

Church Office� 825�6920�

Church Fax� 825�6905�

Church Email� stluke@slserie.org�

Faith Formation� faithformation@slserie.org�

Church Website � www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook          www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain� 866�1487�

School Office� 825�7105�

School Fax� 825�7169�

School Website� www.eriecatholic.org/sls�

K of C Email� gk11229@outlook.com�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm (M � Th)�

8:30 am�12:00 pm�1:00 pm�3:30 pm (F)�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays� *8:00 am M�F�

� �   5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�   4:30 pm�

Sunday� 9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 

am.�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�   5:15 pm�

The day of � *8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays� 2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins 

after morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first 

Friday. To sign�up, please contact Judy 

Krasnesky at 814�454�1634.�

�

�

�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus 

Christ.�

�

PARISH STAFF�

�

Pastor� � Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate� Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�� Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

� � Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director� �

� � Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal� Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers� Maggi Minick and �

� � Ted Fuhrman�

Grand Knight� Nick Surkala�

Office Staff� Deidre Brown and �

� � Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honard�

St. Luke Roman Catholic Church�

421 E. 38th Street    Erie, PA 16504       814�825�6920�

�
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT� NOVEMBER 28, 2021�

�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� As we light the first candle on our 

Advent Wreath, let us remember the words 

Henri Nouwen wrote, “Waiting is essential to 

the spiritual life. But waiting as a disciple of 

Jesus is not an empty waiting. It is a waiting 

with a promise in our hearts that makes 

already present what we are waiting for. We 

wait during Advent for the birth of Jesus. We 

wait after Easter for the coming of the Spirit, 

and after the Ascension of Jesus we wait for 

his coming again in glory. We are always 

waiting, but it is a waiting in the conviction 

that we have already seen God’s footsteps.”�

� Jesus is present in the here and now, 

and yet here we go again celebrating a 

Liturgical Season that calls us to prepare for 

the Incarnation. Why? Precisely because we 

need to remind ourselves of the importance of 

preparation. Ask yourself this question, 

“When was the last time you reflected on the 

gift of the Incarnation?” The Church sets 

aside this time we call Advent so we can do 

exactly that. Each moment we reflect on the 

gift of the Incarnation we prepare ourselves 

for how the present Jesus chooses to reveal 

Himself to us. �

� Waiting for God is an active, alert � 

yes, joyful � waiting. As we wait, we 

remember Jesus for whom we are waiting, 

and as we remember Jesus, we open our 

hearts to welcome Him when he comes. �

� How do we wait for God? As Nouwen 

writes, “We wait with patience. But patience 

does not mean passivity. Waiting patiently is 

not like waiting for the bus to come, the rain to 

stop, or the sun to rise. It is an active waiting 

in which we live the present moment to its 

fullest in order to see and experience the 

signs of the One we are waiting for.”�

� “The word patience comes from the 

Latin verb patior, which means ‘to suffer.’ 

Waiting patiently is living in and through the 

present moment (including both the good and 

bad/positive and negative), tasting it to the 

fullest, and letting the seeds that are sown in 

the ground on which we stand grow into 

strong plants. Waiting patiently always means 

paying attention to what is happening right 

before our eyes and seeing there the first rays 

of God’s glorious coming.” �

� There will always be a void if we 

attempt to live in the present moment without 

reflecting on the gift of the Incarnation. My 

hope and prayer is that we will take time to 

savor the wonder of this season. If we do not 

wait patiently for God’s coming in glory we 

start wandering around, going from one 

superficial gratification to another. Our lives 

get too easily “junked up” with the things of 

this world. Then we lose the discipline of 

discerning between what leads us closer to 

God and what doesn’t, and our hearts lose 

their spiritual sensitivity. Without waiting for 

the coming of Christ and reflecting on its gift, 

we will stagnate and become tempted to 

indulge in whatever gives us a moment of 

pleasure.�

� Let us not be filled with anxiety and 

deadlines and shopping. It will be December 

25

th

 before we know it. Please do not allow 

another Advent to slip by. The Church has 

blessed us with this season so we may take a 

step back and pause for a moment to 

contemplate the gift that awaits us. Take time 

and experience Jesus in the waiting. It will be 

the best gift you will ever unwrap. �

�

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

THANK YOU for your generous support last 

weekend, November 20 & 21, for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development! The money 

donated will go to support those on the margins who 

live in poverty in the United States. If you missed the 

collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click “How to 

Give” under “Resources.”�

�

LITTLE BLUE BOOKS are available on the table at 

the north entrance of the church. If you have six 

minutes a day that you can devote to our Lord over 

the 43 days of Advent and Christmas Season, then 

please take a complimentary Little Blue Book.�

�

THE WORD AMONG US, a monthly and sometimes 

bi�monthly magazine filled with spiritual articles, 

Scripture mediations, and daily Mass readings will be 

located near the east side of the sanctuary this 

weekend, November 27 & 28. They were generously 

donated by a parish family.�

�

LEGION OF MARY is welcoming new members to 

Active and Auxiliary membership. Active membership 

includes weekly meetings on Wednesdays at 2:00 

pm in the St. Luke Mother’s Chapel and spiritual 

works. Auxiliary members support one Legion through 

saying the Legion prayers and rosary daily. Please 

consider joining us if you have a love and devotion to 

Mary. �

�

ST. LUKE CHURCH can now be followed 

on Instagram.  Watch for Fr. John each 

week for his Tuesday’s Tidings and 

Thursday’s Thoughts. The church is also 

new on Twitter, visit www.twitter.com/

lukeerie1.�

DISPENSATION from the obligation to attend Sunday 

and Holy Day Masses ceased on Sunday, August 15. 

This obligation, as is always the case, does not apply 

to those who are seriously ill, have a serious health 

risk, as well as those who have serious anxiety of 

being a part of large groups at this time. Likewise, the 

obligation does not apply to those who care for those 

who cannot attend Mass in person (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, no. 2181). Those who are 

legitimately excused from Mass on Sundays and Holy 

Days are encouraged to spend time in prayer, 

meditating on the Death and Resurrection of the Lord, 

reading the Sacred Scriptures, and uniting themselves 

to Christ in his worship of the Father of us all. Those 

who are legitimately excused are also encourage to 

view a broadcast of the Mass which is intended for 

those who cannot participate in person. Mass at St. 

Luke Church will continue to be live�streamed on 

Facebook at 4:30 pm every Saturday and will be  

available throughout the week for your 

convenience.�

�

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR 

ADULTS (RCIA) is a sacramental prep for adults who 

are interested in learning more about our Catholic 

faith as they prepare to receive any of the sacraments 

of initiation: Baptism, First Reconciliation, First 

Communion and Confirmation. If you or anyone you 

know is interested, please call the parish office 814�

825�6920 and leave your name and phone number. 

Fr. John Malthaner will return your call. �

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:����������������������������������$36,250.00�

�

Sunday Collections as of November 14, 2021�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,754.00�

�

Sunday 11/07/2021������������������������������������$8,692.00�

�

Sunday 11/14/2021������������������������������������$5,676.88�

�

Sunday 11/21/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

Sunday 11/28/2021��������������������������������������������������$�

�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$19,122.88�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH �

�

When fathers refuse to live the lives of 

their children for them, new and 

unexpected vistas open up. Every child is 

the bearer of a unique mystery that can 

only be brought to light with the help of a 

father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who 

realizes that he is most a father and educator at the 

point when he becomes “useless,” when he sees that 

his child has become independent and can walk the 

paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like 

Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his 

own but had merely been entrusted to his care. In the 

end, this is what Jesus would have us understand 

when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for 

you have one Father, who is in heaven.”�

�

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always 

keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, 

but is rather a “sign” pointing to a greater fatherhood. 

In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the 

heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 

the unjust”  � and a shadow that follows his Son.�



SUNDAY HEADING, 2020�

OPERATION ASSISTING SANTA�

�

�

Once again this year Operation Assisting Santa will be 

working in conjunction with local veteran organizations to 

help insure local needy veterans and their families, who 

might not be able to do so otherwise, have the Christmas 

they truly deserve. �

�

�

Beginning the weekend of November 13 & 14, people can help out in one of 

two ways:�

�

 � � 1.  They can make a check payable to the Erie Vets Hospital ��

�              and deposit it in the boxes marked “Operation Assisting Santa.”�

�

� � 2. They can adopt one of the children off of Santa’s Good Kids List. 

�             There will be cards available that list the child’s age, sex, and �

� �     what they would like for Christmas. After selecting a card, fill out 

� �     the attached card with your name and phone number so we can 

� �     keep track of things. Place the card with your name and phone �

� �     number in the box marked “Operation Assisting Santa.”�

�

The gifts need to be returned by Sunday, December 12.�

�

With everything going on in the world, the need for assistance just seems to 

grow. Thank you in advance for helping make sure these deserving heroes 

have a chance to have a Merry Christmas!�

�

Always remember, if not for the brave service of our active military, veterans, 

and their families, no one, not a single individual would be able to enjoy any 

of the tremendous freedoms this great country has to offer.�

�

Due to the Pandemic, this campaign is taking place a littler earlier then usual 

as we understand that shopping can be difficult with delays in deliveries and 

shelves not stocked. �

�

If you have any questions, please call Mooch at 814�823�6506 or email 

mzielewski999@hotmail.com.�

�

Thank you, Mooch Zielewski, Coordinator Operation Assisting Santa�
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MATCHING GIFTS TO ST. LUKE PARISH � Many 

employers (of retirees too) participate in a matching 

gift program to non�profit organizations. Does yours? 

PNC and NFG do! Any gift you give St. Luke could be 

matched simply by notifying your company. Double 

your contribution to St. Luke without spending an 

extra cent! �

�

CHRISTMAS ANTICIPATION PRAYER SERVICE � 

Take a step back from the pressing concerns of the 

season to slow down, and in prayer, silence, song, 

and reflection, anticipate and celebrate the coming of 

the Lord. Please join us at St. Casimir Church, 629 

Hess Ave., Erie, on  Tuesday, December 7, at 6:00 

pm. Presented by Our Mother of Sorrows Praesidium.�

�

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS will be 

presented on Saturday, December 18, at 6:00 pm at 

St. Peter Cathedral , 230 W. 10th St., Erie.  Enjoy the  

St. Peter’s Adult Choir, conducted by Richard Robert 

Rossi, with special guest Julia Kay Jamieson playing 

the harp.�

�

AVOIDING HOLIDAY SCAMS � Monday, December 

6, at 1:00 pm, Agent McGill, from the PA Attorney 

General’s Office, will present “Avoiding Holiday 

Scams” at the Mercy Hilltop Center, 3715 

Pennsylvania Ave. (on the NE corner of E. 38th St. & 

Pennsylvania Ave. � just one block east of East Ave.). 

Agent McGill will alert attendees to common scams 

during the holiday season, what to recognize and how 

to protect yourself from falling prey to criminals this 

holiday season. For questions or to RSVP, please call 

814�824�2214.�

�

BASKET RAFFLE � St. Benedict Alumnae 

Association is having a basket raffle that includes over 

50 baskets to choose from at the Polish Falcons, 431 

E. Third St., Erie, on Sunday, December 5, from 

12:00 noon to 5:00 pm. $10 will purchase 25 tickets. 

The winner does not need to be present to win. Light 

refreshments will be available. CDC guidelines will be 

followed. Benefits the Inner City Ministries of the 

Benedictine Sisters. �

�

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER � 

Engaged couples are invited to 

attend an Engagement Encounter 

(EE) marriage preparation 

weekend January 28 � 30, 2022, 

at the St. Mark Catholic Center, 

429 E. Grandview Blvd., Erie. 

Engagement Encounter is 

designed to provide a meaningful environment for 

deepening the conversations and habits necessary in 

a happy, holy and lasting marriage. Learn more and 

register at� https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/

ee.html. �

DIAPER DRIVE � Thank you to everyone who 

participated in last month’s diaper drive for Catholic 

Charities. The church received a letter from Michele 

Knauer, Pregnancy Support Counselor; “On behalf of 

Catholic Charities Counseling and Adoption Services, 

and the families we serve, I would like to thank�you for 

participating in our Diaper Drive. Our Real Alternatives 

program provides counseling and material assistance 

to pregnant women and parents of young children. 

Your generous donations of diapers, baby supplies 

and beautiful clothing are greatly appreciated and will 

help us to continue in our endeavor to provide these 

services. Please extend our heart�felt gratitude to the 

members of your parish. If your parish is aware of any 

pregnant women and parents of children under one 

year old that may benefit from our program, please 

have them call our agency. Again, we appreciate your 

support.”�



Benefiting the St. Luke Church Advancement Office�
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27�

� 4:30� †Kathy Masolotte (Husband, Mark)�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 (First Sunday of Advent)�

� 9:00� Mass for the People�

� 11:30� †Maryann Harrington (Ann Marie Harrington)�

� 6:00� †James Berdis (Marie Merski)�

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29�

� 8:00� †Loretta Tylkowski (Grandson, Philip Richards)�

� 5:15� †Tom Freeman, Jr. (Susan & Children)�

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 (St. Andrew)�

� 8:00� †David Manning (JoAnne Tomczak)�

� 5:15� †Helen Gatenby (Family)�

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) James Perrotto (Linda Johnson)�

� 5:15� †The Deceased Members of the Engist Family�

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2�

� 8:00� †Mary & Edward Wojtkielewicz (Estate)�

� 5:15� †(Anniv) Daniel Desser (Family)�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 (St. Francis Xavier)�

� 8:30� †Richard Czerwinski (Family & Friends)�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4�

� 4:30� †Emil Chimenti (Therese Donofrio)�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 (Second Sunday of Advent)�

� 9:00� Mass for the People�

� 11:30� †(Birth) Ron Wasielewski (Family)�

� 6:00� †Arch & Mike Messer (Sr. Kevin Berdis)�

�

�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

Joseph Marschak from his wife and daughters.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29�

8:00� Morris Bellos   (M � Th, 8:30 F)�

5:15� Linnea Nielsen   (M � Th)�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4�

4:30� Kaydence Weitzel, Brennan Weitzel�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5�

9:00� Seamus Connole�

11:30� Ty Hulick�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

Please pray for the souls of 

parishioner Audrey Zimmerley; 

Patrick Kloecker, grandson of 

parishioner Joseph Shipley; and 

former parishioners, William 

“Bill” McKay and Christine Pontoriero, who 

passed away recently. Our sympathy is 

extended to their families.�

�

BAPTISM � With joy we welcome 

into the Family of God and the 

Family of St. Luke, Jacob John, 

son of Jonathan and Stephanie 

Nielsen.  We extend our love and 

best wishes, and may God 

continue to pour out His blessings upon him, 

his parents and godparents.�

�

A MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION was 

received, in loving memory of Joseph 

Presogna, from Elaine Hirsch.�

�

A MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION to the Msgr. 

Goodill St. Luke School Education Fund, in 

loving memory of Christine Pontoriero, was 

received from Virginia Titus, Mary Ellen 

Dahlkemper and Edward Lesser. These 

contributions enable the church to award 

tuition assistance to St. Luke School families 

in need.�

�

Due to Thanksgiving, this bulletin was 

submitted to the publisher November 19.�

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT� NOVEMBER 28, 2021�

�

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH�

�

Hail,  Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted  

his only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

Show yourself a father 

And guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and 

courage, 

And defend us from every evil. 

 

Amen 
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

Contact Chris Reeves  
to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6206 

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment
3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504

(814) 825-7373
www.prosthodontisteriepa.com

CARPETS
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes

jksfinishesinc.com 
881 DEPOT ROAD, WATERFORD, PA

814-796-6365

SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Commercial & Residential Work.   

Apply online or In-person.


