
Catholic Caring Neighbors�

for over 65 years�

�

DIRECTORY�

Church Office� 825�6920�

Church Fax� 825�6905�

Church Email� stluke@slserie.org�

Faith Formation� faithformation@slserie.org�

Church Website � www.stlukeerie.org�

Facebook          www.facebook.com/lukealive�

Prayer Chain� 866�1487�

School Office� 825�7105�

School Fax� 825�7169�

School Website� www.eriecatholic.org/sls�

K of C Email� gk11229@outlook.com�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS�

8:30 am�12:00 pm � 1:00 pm�5:00 pm (M � Th)�

8:30 am�12:00 pm�1:00 pm�3:30 pm (F)�

Closed Saturday, Sunday & Holidays�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Weekdays� *8:00 am M�F�

� �   5:15 pm M�Th�

Saturday Vigil�   4:30 pm�

Sunday� 9:00 & 11:30 am. & 6:00 pm�

*Except for school Masses usually on Fridays at 8:30 

am.�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

MASS SCHEDULE�

The night before�   5:15 pm�

The day of � *8:30 am & 7:00 pm�

*8:00 am if no school�

�

CONFESSIONS�

Saturdays� 2:45 pm � 3:45 pm�

�

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament begins 

after morning Mass to 4:30 pm every first 

Friday. To sign�up, please contact Judy 

Krasnesky at 814�454�1634.�

�

�

�

St. Luke Parish is a Catholic Community �

of believers who strives to be welcoming, �

evangelistic, and of service so that �

all may experience the love of Jesus 

Christ.�

�

PARISH STAFF�

�

Pastor� � Rev. John P. Malthaner�

Senior Associate� Rev. John J. Murphy�

Deacons�� Rev. Dr. Richard Shewman�

� � Rev. Mr. Glenn Kuzma�

Faith Formation Director� �

� � Sr. Carmen Maldonado, SSC�

School Principal� Audrey Coletta�

Advancement Director� JoAnn Scheppner�

Music Ministers� Maggi Minick and �

� � Ted Fuhrman�

Grand Knight� Nick Surkala�

Office Staff� Deidre Brown and �

� � Louanna Donajkowski�

Maintenance Director� Bruce Honard�

St. Luke Roman Catholic Church�

421 E. 38th Street    Erie, PA 16504       814�825�6920�

�

December 5, 2021�



THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT� DECEMBER 5, 2021�

�

PASTOR’S DESK�

�

� The other day I walked past the snow 

brush and in typical procrastination form I 

kept walking, thinking to myself, “I really 

should put that in the car before it’s too late.” I 

called Dunn Tire today to make an 

appointment to have the tires changed to 

winter�wear and was told the next opening 

they had was December 11. To my (well 

accepted) surprise, the clerk at Dunn Tire 

then let me know they will be open this 

Sunday only for procrastinators like me (he 

didn’t use those words but I’m certain that’s 

what he meant). I caught a break this time, 

and hopefully will learn from the experience.�

� Each year around this time many 

families will be going through the ritual of 

“winterizing” their house, their car, their snow 

blower, etc. Making sure the antifreeze is 

sufficient, the brakes are in proper condition, 

the floor mats are ready for snow and ice; 

making sure the windows in the house are 

sealed, the furnace is running properly, the 

dehumidifier is running smoothly; making sure 

there are enough shovels, and that the snow 

blower has been maintained are but some of 

the rituals people go through as the winter 

months come upon them. We also winterize 

our clothing, making sure we have footwear, 

scarves, gloves, hats, and coats that will 

protect us from the winter elements.�

� This is done, of course, so as not to be 

caught off guard when the weather decides to 

turn nasty. The last thing any of us want to 

face is snow, sleet, ice, or cold and realize we 

have procrastinated and are not prepared. �

� Preparation is the key word to 

homeowners, car owners, and even 

individuals as the winter months are upon us. 

Interestingly as well, preparation is the key 

word to the 

Season of 

Advent. The 

prophet 

Zephaniah calls 

the people to 

“Shout for joy, 

sing joyfully; be 

glad with all your 

heart. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 

mighty savior; He will rejoice over you with 

gladness, and renew you with his love, He will 

sing joyfully because of you.”  John the 

Baptist encourages the people, “A voice of 

one crying out in the desert: Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every 

valley shall be filled, and every mountain and 

hill shall be made low, the winding roads shall 

be made straight, and the rough ways made 

smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.”  �

� Prepare the way of the Lord. The most 

important gift we could give to God, others, 

and ourselves � opening our heart and spirit to 

the gift of the Season of Advent by taking 

advantage of what the Church will offer in the 

way of Liturgies, Penance Celebrations, 

Scripture Readings, and quiet time for 

personal prayer. Advent is a time to “winterize 

our soul,” making sure we are prepared for 

the coming of Christ, be it the celebration of 

his birth or be it the end time. You know as 

well as I what we have to do in order to make 

sure we are ready for the impending cold and 

snow.  Shouldn’t we also be as committed to 

preparing ourselves for the birth of our 

Savior? By the time you read this it will 

already be the second Sunday of Advent. 

How did the first week go for you? Don’t 

procrastinate! You may not catch a break 

before it’s too late. Take advantage of what 

the Church will offer, pray often, and prepare 

the way of the Lord. He is near.�

�

� � � Peace,�

� � � Fr. John�

THE SUNDAY SMILE:   �



ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

SPECIAL COLLECTION � Next weekend, 

December  11 & 12, there will be a special collection 

for the Retirement Fund for Religious. A donor to the 

fund writes, “I still remember the lessons the sisters 

gave us and how they instilled in us the love of our 

faith.” Show your thanks for the prayerful service of 

elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 

priests. Your gift to this fund helps provide care, 

medicine, and more. Please be generous. �

�

ST. LUKE CHURCH can now be followed on 

Instagram.  Watch for Fr. John each week 

for his Tuesday’s Tidings and Thursday’s 

Thoughts. The church is also new on 

Twitter, visit www.twitter.com/lukeerie1.�

�

WELCOME to the newest members to 

join the ministry of Altar Server at St. 

Luke Parish: Morris Bellos, Seamus 

Connole, Aiden Kosobucki, Avery 

Kosobucki, Simon Kunik, Linnea 

Nielsen, Nico Spano, Izabella 

Stevens and Brennan Weitzel.�

�

FUNTASTIC'S CARDS will be held on Thursday,          

December 9, at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria. Anyone 55 

or older is invited to play pinochle or get together a 

table and play any games that you wish; 500, Bridge, 

Rummy, Dominoes, just bring the game and join the 

group.�

�

�

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Fr. John Malthaner. 

He will celebrate his special day next 

Sunday, December 12. �

Please pray for the soul of parishioner, 

Adeline Zingelewicz, who passed away 

recently. Our sympathy is extended to her 

family.�

�

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR 

ADULTS (RCIA) is a sacramental prep for adults who 

are interested in learning more about our Catholic 

faith as they prepare to receive any of the sacraments 

of initiation: Baptism, First Reconciliation, First 

Communion and Confirmation. If you or anyone you 

know is interested, please call the parish office 814�

825�6920 and leave your name and phone number. 

Fr. John Malthaner will return your call. �

�

OPERATION ASSISTING SANTA � Please 

remember to return your purchased gifts by Sunday, 

December 12. If you have any questions, please call 

Mooch at 814�823�6506 or email 

mzielewski999@hotmail.com.�

�

PAJAMA JAM � Thank you to everyone participating 

in Pajama Jam. Please remember all pajamas need to 

be returned by Wednesday, December 15, with the 

numbered card securely attached to the gift bag or 

box. �

�

CHRISTMAS FLOWER memorials 

may be made for the flowers at 

Christmas, and throughout the year by 

putting the name of the person(s) 

being remembered on your envelope 

provided in your mailed packet and 

dropping it in the collection basket or 

at the parish office by Monday, December 13. A 

blank envelope may also be used. A special insert will 

be included in the bulletin on December 26 listing the 

memorials.�

�

LEGION OF MARY is welcoming new members to 

Active and Auxiliary membership. Active membership 

includes weekly meetings on Wednesdays at 2:00 

pm in the St. Luke Mother’s Chapel and spiritual 

works. Auxiliary members support one Legion through 

saying the Legion prayers and rosary daily. Please 

consider joining us if you have a love and devotion to 

Mary. �

�

RECYCLING BREAKING BREAD 

BOOKS � If you took a 2021 Breaking 

Bread  to use during Mass and you live in 

the city of Erie, please place the book in 

your regular recycling bin/bag during your 

normal pick up night. The city of Erie will 

recycle the book. Please do not drop it off 

at church. The church is no longer 

collecting them to recycle. �

�

�

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFORMATION�

�

Monthly Budgeted:����������������������������������$36,250.00�

�

Sunday Collections as of November 28, 2021�

�

Monthly Electronic Contributions   ���������$4,754.00�

�

Sunday 11/07/2021������������������������������������$8,692.00�

�

Sunday 11/14/2021������������������������������������$5,676.88�

�

Sunday 11/21/2021������������������������������������$5,954.00�

�

Sunday 11/28/2021������������������������������������$5,902.01�

�

�

Total Monthly Collection to Date������������$30,978.89�

�

Campaign for Human Development������������$891.00�

�

Thank you to those who contribute to St. Luke Church 

and the special collections, including the Food Pantry, 

School, Flowers and the Diocesan special collections 

that help our neighbors both near and far.�
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ST. LUKE CHURCH� ERIE, PA�

�

ADVENT RETREAT�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Sunday, December 12�

�

Beginning with the 11:30 am Mass �

�

Fr. John Malthaner will be the celebrant at Mass. �

The retreat will continue with a spiritual Advent 

reflection (approx. 45 minutes) by Fr. John, and ending 

with a special “jingle surprise.”�

�

�

EVERYONE from any parish, whether near or far, �

is invited to attend.�

�

�

A retreat is a special time when we “pause” 

from all the noise and rush of life, to calmly 

and prayerfully “sit” with Jesus. This is a 

family retreat. Feel free to come with a 

comfy blanket to sit on, or for your children 

to snuggle in and share as a family. �
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DISPENSATION � The obligation to attend Sunday 

and Holy Day Masses, as is always the case, does not 

apply to those who are seriously ill, have a serious 

health risk, as well as those who have serious anxiety 

of being a part of large groups at this time. Likewise, 

the obligation does not apply to those who care for 

those who cannot attend Mass in person (Catechism 

of the Catholic Church, no. 2181). Those who are 

legitimately excused are encouraged to spend time in 

prayer, meditating on the Death and Resurrection of 

the Lord, reading the Sacred Scriptures, and uniting 

themselves to Christ in his worship of the Father of us 

all. They are also encourage to view a broadcast of the 

Mass which is intended for those who cannot 

participate in person. Mass at St. Luke Church will 

continue to be live�streamed at 4:30 pm every 

Saturday and will be  available throughout the 

week for your convenience.�

�

CHRISTMAS ANTICIPATION PRAYER SERVICE � 

Take a step back from the pressing concerns of the 

season to slow down, and in prayer, silence, song, and 

reflection, anticipate and celebrate the coming of the 

Lord. Please join us at St. Casimir Church, 629 Hess 

Ave., Erie, on  Tuesday, December 7, at 6:00 pm. 

Presented by Our Mother of Sorrows Praesidium.�

�

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS will be 

presented on Saturday, December 18, at 6:00 pm at 

St. Peter Cathedral , 230 W. 10th St., Erie.  Enjoy the  

St. Peter’s Adult Choir, conducted by Richard Robert 

Rossi, with special guest Julia Kay Jamieson playing 

the harp.�

�

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER � Engaged couples are 

invited to attend an Engagement Encounter (EE) 

marriage preparation weekend January 28 � 30, 2022, 

at the St. Mark Catholic Center, 429 E. Grandview 

Blvd., Erie. Engagement Encounter is designed to 

provide a meaningful environment for deepening the 

conversations and habits necessary in a happy, holy 

and lasting marriage. Learn more and register 

at�https://www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/ee.html. �

�

CHILD PROTECTION & CREATING SAFE 

ENVIRONMENTS � The Digital World:� The digital 

world is constantly evolving with new social media 

platforms, apps, and devices, and children and teens 

are often the first to use them. Sometimes with 

negative impacts such as cyberbullying, sexting, or 

posting hateful messages or content. Parents need to 

become aware and stay up�to�date on the latest apps, 

social media platforms and digital slang used by 

children and teens.�  Parents should monitor their 

child’s social media sites, apps and browsing history 

regularly. Visit� https://www.eriercd.org/

childprotection/� to see what the diocese is doing to 

help maintain safe environments for children and 

youth. �
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MASS SCHEDULE 

�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4�

� 4:30� †Emil Chimenti (Therese Donofrio)�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 (Second Sunday of Advent)�

� 9:00� Mass for the People�

� 11:30� †(Birth) Ron Wasielewski (Family)�

� 6:00� †Arch & Mike Messer (Sr. Kevin Berdis)�

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 (St. Nicholas)�

� 8:00� †Rose & Anthony Ciannella and �

� �      Henry & Mary Jaraczewski (Estate)�

� 5:15� †(Anniv) Julie VanVolkenburg (The Hilling Family)�

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 (St. Ambrose)�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) Ann Canella (George & Mary Bartko)�

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 �

(St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)�

� 8:00� †David Manning (Mr. & Mrs. Peter Dunn)�

� 5:15� †Robert Meister (Sally Meister)�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10�

� 8:00� †(Anniv) Peter Mays (The Brabender Family)�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11�

� 4:30� †Richard Sebunia (Gary & Tillie Miller)�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 (The Third Sunday of Advent)�

� 9:00� †(Anniv) Gerald Watkins (Sharon & Al Szymanski)�

� 11:30� Mass for the People�

� 6:00� †(Birth) Roberta Juniewicz (Family)�

�

�

�

The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor 

of the Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of 

James Berdis from Sr. Kevin Berdis.�

�

�

�

�

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 

(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub)�

�

WEEK OF DECEMBER 6�

8:00� Simon Kunik   (M, T, Th, F, 8:30 on W)�

5:15� Volunteer   (M � Th)�

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11�

4:30� Addyson Ramsey�

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12�

9:00� Morgan Tatar�

11:30� Joe Agnello�

6:00� Volunteer�

�

�

(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.)�

THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY is Wednesday, 

December 8. It is a 

Holy Day of Obligation. 

The Vigil Mass is 

Tuesday, December 7, at 5:15 pm. 

Wednesday Masses are at 8:30 am and 7:00 

pm.�

�

BAPTISMS � With joy we 

welcome into the Family of God 

and the Family of St. Luke, 

Carter James, son of Matthew 

and Kelle Schutz.  We extend 

our love and best wishes, and 

may God continue to pour out His blessings 

upon him, his parents and godparents.�

�

SAVE THE DATE for the 7th Annual 1:38 

Women’s Conference Saturday, March 12, 

2022. For more information, please visit 

www.138women.com.�

�

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT� DECEMBER 5, 2021�

� 5:15� Mass for the People�

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 �

(The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary)�

� 8:30� †Msgr. Robert Goodill (His St. Luke Friends)�

� 7:00� †(Anniv) Jane Corey (The Straneva Families)�

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

(CHRISTMAS)�

�

Friday, December 24�

4:30 pm and 10:00 pm�

�

Saturday, December 25�

9:00 am and 11:30 am�

�

�

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 

AND JOSEPH�

�

Sunday, December 26�

9:00 am, 11:30 am �

and 6:00 pm�

�

�

January 1st  is the �

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. �

It is not a Holy Day of obligation. �

�

�

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD�

�

Saturday, January 1�

4:30 pm (Vigil)�

�

Sunday, January 2�

9:00am, 11:30 am 

and 6:00 pm�
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 Pride in Our Reputation...
 is Your Guarantee
 

Anthony Agnello - Parishioner
453-5096 • www.jjagnello.com

In Business for Over 60 Years

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services
Preplanning

On Site Cremation
Tribute Center

Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 11229

 Monthly Meeting
 4th Wednesday
 7:00pm

koc11229.org
info@koc11229.org

THIS SPACE IS

MonuMents 
and

Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Rd

838-3588
Serving Erie Area

Families Since 1923

Contact Chris Reeves  
to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6206 

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.
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Russell C. Schmidt & Son
Funeral Home Inc.

5000 Wattsburg Rd.
Erie, PA

Phone: 824-5000
Dennis D. Schmidt, President/Supervisor

SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

Artistry in Dentistry
Arlene R. Kubit, D.M.D.

Prosthodontist
Crowns • Full-Mouth Reconstruction 

Dentures • Bridges  
Non-Surgical T.M.J. Treatment
3703 Old French Rd. Erie, PA 16504

(814) 825-7373
www.prosthodontisteriepa.com

CARPETS
3645 W. 12th St.

833-1615
PARISHIONERS

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions
“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

St. Luke’S ChurCh Request FoRm

Please drop Request Form into the offertory basket or mail to Rectory.

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City: __________________________  Zip: ______________

Phone # _________________________________________

CHECK ONE:  
❐ New Registration
❐ Change of Address
❐ Moving out of Parish
❐ Want Envelopes

THIS SPACE IS

This 
Space 

is 
Available

Attorney 
GARY V. SKIBA

Marsh Spaeder Baur
Spaeder & Schaaf

300 State St., Ste. 300
Erie, PA 16507

814/456-5301
Your Parishioner

• Wills & Estates
• Real Estate Transfers
• Commercial Litigation
 & Disputes

jksfinishesinc.com 
881 DEPOT ROAD, WATERFORD, PA

814-796-6365

SEEKING FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Commercial & Residential Work.   

Apply online or In-person.


