

Pastor ± Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo
School Principal ±
Heather Kunselman, ex. 224
Secretaries ±
Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210 
Jude Griffith, ex. 213
Business Manager ± 
Tony Bofinger, ex. 214
Religious Ed Coordinator ±
Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226

Sunday Masses: 
Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm
Sunday Morning :
Summer Schedule  (May 1 ± Aug. 31)
8:00 and 10:00am
Winter Schedule  (Sept 1 ± April 30)
8:00 and 11:00am
Weekday Masses: Monday ± Friday 8:00am
(Fri. during School ± 9:00am)
Baptism: 
By appointment only. Please contact the 
parish office.
Celebration of Penance:
3:45pm Saturday afternoon
5:30pm ± after the Saturday evening Mass
8:30am ± after Mass on the Thursday 
before the first Friday of the month.
Marriage: 
Please contact the parish office at least 
six months beforehand.
Anointing of the Sick: 
Please call the office if anyone in your 
family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
Church - 814-938-6540 Fax – 814-938-7439 * School – 814-938-4224 Fax – 814-939-3759
Website – www.sscdchurch.com E-mail – sscdofc@comcast.net
Rectory Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA


As announced by Bishop Persico, the celebration of all public masses is suspended until
further notice. Monsignor Riccardo will be privately saying Mass each day.

Following are the Mass intentions that Monsignor will be offering this week: 

Saturday, May 16
Matthew S. Muzeka -- Pete & Elaine Pape
Sunday, May 17
Martha M. Porter -- Tom & Dorothy Smith
Barbara Hudak Peterson -- Mother, Jane Hudak
Monday, May 18
Deceased of the Tollini Family -- Family
Tuesday, May 19
Bill Bevak, III --William Bevak, Jr. and Family
Wednesday, May 20
Kara Mankovich -- Doug Mankovich Family
The Ascension of The Lord
Bill & Rita Clark -- Pete & Elaine Pape
Parishioners
Jacquelyn Meholic -- Pete & Joyce Betts
Friday, May 22
Jerome Taladay --Gloria & Bill Bowers
Saturday, May 23
Richard Gigliotti --Frank & Julie Mondi
Sunday, May 24
John Agnello -- Burke Family
Bertha Cushing -- Joel & Megan Wagner



The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any time we cannot go to
Mass, in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite ourselves to the Eucharist through
making a spiritual Communion. By making an Act ofSpiritual Communion, we express our faith in
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. 
My Jesus,I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 17, 2020


Dear Parishioners:

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you,
and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I am
coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you
in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them."

"The Lord is my shepherd," yes, familiar. How would you feel if you heard someone say, "The Lord is
my defense lawyer?" Yet that is the basic meaning of the word 'paraclete'. It has many different
connotations, of course, in John's gospel: spokesperson, mediator, intercessor, teacher, comforter,
consoler…. Everything except accuser. There is hope for us all.

If this sounds new to you, then you may have been thinking of God all along as your enemy and accuser.
Don’t be surprised: millions are in the same boat.

"I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate," Jesus said; clearly, he himself is the first.
He is explicitly called that in 1 John 2:1, "We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the just
one." Sadly, many Christians feel that Jesus too is their judge rather than their defense lawyer,
spokesperson, mediator…. The accuser isSatan,not Jesus! “The accuser of our comrades has been
thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God” (Rev 12:10).

The other Advocate or Paraclete promised by Jesus is the Holy Spirit. He is a witness to Jesus; he will
continue the work of Jesus, mediating the divine presence to the disciples; he will remind them of what
Jesus taught them, he will continue to interpret Jesus to them.

At the end of volume 1 of his 3volume book on the Holy Spirit, Yves Congar, one of the greatest of 20th
century theologians, has a section entitled 'Substitutes for the Holy Spirit.' He quotes the severe criticism
by a P. Pare who claimed that the Catholic Church has three substitutes for the Holy Spirit: the Blessed
Sacrament, the Blessed Virgin and the Pope. Congar writes, "This criticism is certainly exaggerated….
Nonetheless, Pare is criticizing something not entirely fanciful." Congar then goes on to quote hair
raising statements by popes, cardinals and bishops of the past that gave rise to Pare's criticism. It shows
clearly that when we leave the Holy Spirit out of the picture, we damage not only that particular doctrine
of the Faith but all the other doctrines as well. Congar continues, "Vatican II was explicit in giving the
Holy Spirit the rightful place."

Pope Pius IX (pope from 1846 to 1878), wrote, "The beginning, root, and indefectible source of the unity
of the Church is the supreme authority… of Peter and… his successors in the Roman throne." But Pope
Paul VI wrote in a very different vein, “It is the Holy Spirit who animates and sanctifies the Church. He
is her divine breath, the wind in her sails, the principle of her unity, the inner source of her light and
strength. He is her support and consoler, the source of her charisms and songs, her peace and her joy, her
pledge and prelude to blessed and eternal life.”


(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

What the soul does for the body the Holy Spirit does for the Church. “Without the Holy Spirit,” said
Ignatius of Laodicea (Orthodox Metropolitan, at the third assembly of the World Council of Churches at
Uppsala, in 1968) “God is distant, Christ is merely an historical figure, the Gospel is a dead letter, the
Church is just an organization, authority is domination, mission is propaganda, liturgy is only nostalgia,
and the work of Christians is slave labor. But with the Holy Spirit, Christ is risen and present, the Gospel
is a living force, the Church is a communion in the life of the Trinity, authority is a service that sets
people free, mission is Pentecost, the liturgy is memory and anticipation, and the labor of Christians is
divinized.”

God Bless,
Msgr. J. Riccardo

RECTORY OFFICE

Although the office remains closed to walkin
traffic at this time, we are still available to help
with anything you may need. If you would need to
schedule an appointment, call 9386540. You can
also email us at sscdofc@comcast.net any time. 

We are committed to helping you find the
resources you need in our new, temporary
landscape.
Please
visit
www.eriercd.org/
inspiration.html for a slate of webfriendly
resources. 

Though these are challenging times, we know
the Holy Spirit accompanies us. We appreciate
your prayers and your patience as we seek to adapt
as quickly as possible.

CHURCH DOORS OPEN DAILY

The church doors are open daily between
the hours of 10am and 6:30pm for you to make a
visit. It is important to remember when you are in
church to maintain social distance between
yourself and others at all times. Two or more
persons in a small group must wear masks. Large
groups are not permitted. If you aren’t feeling well
please stay home.

You will find small blue prayer books
containing familiar Catholic prayers on the
entrance tables. Please feel free to use one while in
church and then take it home with you.




PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS
Adeline Shemuha of our
parish, Margaret Anne Filitske, sister
of Jeanne Farcus of our parish, and
Jimmy Imes, husband of Michele Imes
of our parish, all of whom died in the past week.

Please keep them and their families in your
prayers. May their souls rest in peace.
OUR CEMETERIES

We are preparing both
Calvary and AdrianAnita
Cemeteries for the summer
season. 

All artificial flowers have been
removed. They are dangerous for mowing and
not permitted during the mowing season.


ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Silent Adoration is being
held daily in church from 1:30 
2:30pm until further notice.

In order to assure the
comfort level and safety of each
individual in church, social distance must be
maintained at all times and wearing masks is
preferred.

This is a time for quiet adoration of our
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. No group
prayer is permitted during this time.



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA

Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
Lord Jesus, 
You came to bring salvation to our world. 
You humbled yourself to accept death on a cross. 
Be with us as we confront the spread of the coronavirus with
courage and hope. 
Be present to the sick and to those who accompany
them in their suffering. 
Strengthen our medical professionals and caregivers; 
comfort families who are separated from one another.
Protect those who are at risk of the virus in their work.
Grant wisdom to our civic officials and perseverance to scientists. 
Spare us from the ravages of this illness and console us
in our uncertainty and fear. 
Unite us in hope, enlighten us in faith, 
and give us the grace as a Church to love one another as
You have loved us. 
Through the intercession of our Heavenly Mother,
we make this prayer as we place our trust in You. 
Amen. 



Imprimatur, April 8, 2020 
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L. ² Bishop of Erie 




Sunday Mass continues to be livestreamed from St.
Peter Cathedral in Erie as well as from several locations
in the diocese. Please visit the diocesan website,
www.erieRCD.org and click the link on the home page
for information and times for Masses. Mass is also
broadcast daily on EWTN.

We have every confidence the Lord will bless us as
we continue to find new and creative ways to welcome
him into our lives.


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA
SPRING CASH GIVEWAY

The drawing for
Home & School’s Annual
Spring Cash Giveaway is
this coming Friday, May
22nd, at 2:30pm at the
school.

The prize will be
50% of all ticket sales. If you have tickets to turn
in, please send them to the school or church office
to arrive by Friday morning. 

Your ticket returns can be made in the
envelope which was provided. There is no need to
return unsold tickets. Thank you in advance for
your support. We are grateful for your help. 

All proceeds will go directly to the support
of our school.


PRAYER CHAIN

To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat
Rougeux, 9384464 or Anna Smochek, 4272456. 

If you are unable to reach either of them, you
may call the office weekdays 9am  4pm.
FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

In today’s gospel Jesus prepared his disciples
for his departure. Family life is a series of departures
and transitions. As we mature and grow older we
constantly transition from the familiar to the new
unknown.Today Jesus assures us we are not alone in
these transitions. “I will not leave you orphans. I will
come to you.” 


E-MAIL ADDRESSES

If we don’t have your email
address, or if your address has changed,
please contact us at sscdofc@comcast.net
so we can get you in our address book. 

Help us to stay in touch with you! 



SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK
SSCD  Debbie Rougeux, Pat Rougeux, 


Kim Kopas, Karen Burkett.
St. Anthony  Pat Farcus



OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTION OPTIONS

I sincerely thank you for your continued
support of our parish during this current crisis.
SSCD is entirely dependent upon you to meet
our financial obligations and your generosity is
greatly appreciated.

Online giving is
one way for you to
easily support our
parish during this shut
down. And it will
continue to be an option for you once things
return to normal. There is a link on our website,
sscdchurch.com.

If you prefer to mail your offertory
envelopes to the office or drop them in the mail
slot in the breezeway, you may certainly
continue to do so. Either option is good. 

Please be assured of my daily prayers for
your continued health and safety.



CEMETERY MEMORIAL GARDENS

The gardens around the Mausoleum
have become a beautiful addition to Calvary
Cemetery. If you are considering a way to
memorialize a loved one, may we suggest that
you consider a donation of $25.00 to be used for
flowers in the gardens this year. The memorial is
for one season and is available to anyone.

If you are interested in contributing to the
memorial gardens this year, you can send your
donations, along with the name of the person you
wish to memorialize, to the rectory office. You
can also use the “Cemetery Improvement”
envelope which is in your packet. Just place your
$25 donation in the envelope and write the name
of the person you wish to
memorialize on the back. 

A plaque listing
the memorials will be
placed in the window of
the Mausoleum for the
summer.
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TWO EASY WAYS TO Stay
in touch
with your Parish!
Visit our Parish Website anytime at



www.sscdchurch.com



Download Our NEWEST Parish App!
iPhone users Text:
ParishApp1 to 555888
Android Users Text:
ParishApp2 to 555888


PLEASE NOTE

Weekly offertory and CSA figures are listed
below by individual church. However, as of July 1,
2020 we will be consolidating all of our financial
reporting under SS. Cosmas & Damian Church. We
will begin at that time to list the combined offertory
information and combined CSA information. Our
new format will align with Diocesan reporting
standards and will provide a quick and easy
reference for all parishioners.

Readings for the Week of May 17, 2020

Sunday:

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20
[1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21
Monday:
Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b
cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/
Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13,
14/Jn 16:12-15
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:173/Mt 28:16-20
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/
Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/
Jn 16:23b-28
Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/
Jn 17:1-11a

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ANALYSIS May 7, 2020
SACRIFICIAL GIVING MEANS 10%

Envelopes Sent
Adult Envelopes 
Adult 

St. Adrian

St. Anthony

St. Joseph

SS.C.D.

57

70

45

570

9

7

81

$145.00

3

$470.00

$580.00

$3,947.00

$15.00

$15.00

$45.00

$25.00

Easter

$0.00

$0.00

$25.00

$40.00

Children

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$11.00

Loose







$40.00

Monthly







$690.00

$160.00

$485.00

$650.00

$4,753.00

$500.00 

$702.00 

$550.00 

$7,030.00 

($340.00)

($217.00)

$100.00

($2,277.00)

Holy Day

Total
Weekly Goal:
Surplus (Deficit)
Accumulated
(+/) Goal
Since 7/1/19

$6,480.80
Under goal

$10,745.00

Under goal

$2,575.00

Under goal

$15,410.83
Undergoal

Liturgical Publications Inc

Catholic Services Appeal 2020


St. Adrian St. Anthony

St. Joseph

SS.C.D

2020 Diocesan Assessment $74,662.00
Total Parish Goal $124,662.00
Pledged Amt. 

$250.00

$1,575.00

$1,660.00

$79,235.00

Paid on Pledge 

$75.00

$1,305.00

$835.00

$61,686.31

Unpaid Pledges

$175.00

$270.00

$825.00

$17,548.69

Unpledged
Donations

$317.00

$185.00

$705.00

$2,907.00

Collected to
Date

$392.00

$1,490.00

$1,540.00

$64,593.31

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.
Appliance Sales,
Service & Parts

17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

Amana • Speed Queen • Frigidaire

Electrolux • Maytag • Whirlpool

Lowmaster
& Warden Inc.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director

814-938-0400

Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available

814-938-0338

Allemang Realty

206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney
Parishioner

www.allemangrealty.com

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday

Free Lifetime Service
www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com

Christ
the King
Manor

Dedicated to a Life
of Comfort and Security

938-9667

R.D. BROWN
MEMORIALS

A Continuing Care
Retirement Community
Short Term Rehab Unit
Private Rooms and Suites
Mary, Mother of Hope
Memory Support Unit

Locally Owned and Operated

• One Location & Small Class Sizes
• Faith-filled, Family Atmosphere
• Accredited by Middle States Association
of Colleges and Schools
• Financial Aid & Bussing Available
Experience the gift of a Catholic education
at DCC by scheduling your tour today!
Call Debbie at 371-6689.
200 Central Christian Rd, DuBois, PA 15801

BROWN

Msgr. John W. Mignot
Memorial Retirement Village
Offering “Retirement Your Way”

Senior Apartments
Now Open

We do all of your cemetery needs

R.D. Brown Memorials

www.DuBoiscatholic.com
Learn Well... Live Well... Serve Well...

314 North Findley St. • Punxsutawney

(814) 938-2100

1100 West Long Avenue • DuBois

814-371-3180

Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist
(814) 765-7577

10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830
JAWCo Fire, Inc.

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

938-9150

“The Fire Extinguisher
People”
23 Fire Drive
Punxsutawney

Vaccines Available
walk- ins welcome!
Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!
PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

814-938-8600

Nosker Insurance

“Egg McMuffin”

(Buy one, get one FREE)

Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

Good only McDonald’s of Clarion,
Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

Expires 06/30/20

Excellent Service

Over 118 Years Old
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

Owner
Phone: 814-328-2203
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978
Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
• Wills, Power of Attorney,
Medical Directives, Trusts and Estates
• Real Estate Closings, Home or Business
• LLCs, Corporations and Businesses

Jeffrey Lundy & Jay P. Lundy

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com
Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Punxsutawney • 938-8110
www.lundylawpa.com

201 Hampton Avenue
Punxsutawney, PA 15767

(814) 938-2820

Apply Online Now
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants
A Full Service Accounting Firm!

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com
Mahoning Valley
Milling Co., Inc.

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide.
Help support your community — be a census taker.

✓ Extra income
✓ Weekly pay

✓ Flexible hours
✓ Paid training

ALL YOU CAN
EAT PIZZA, WINGS
STROMBOLI, SALAD,
& DESSERT PIZZAS

Family Owned for Over 100 Years

Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850

Mon-Thurs: 8-5 Fri: 8-7 Sat: 8-3

57 Gilpin St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

3-D-4-2

12.99

$

+ TAX
For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay
The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED
SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE
9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN

(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 618-5653

14-1185

