

Pastor ± Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo
School Principal ±
Heather Kunselman, ex. 224
Secretaries ±
Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210 
Jude Griffith, ex. 213
Business Manager ± 
Tony Bofinger, ex. 214
Religious Ed Coordinator ±
Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226

Sunday Masses: 
Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm
Sunday Morning :
Summer Schedule  (May 1 ± Aug. 31)
8:00 and 10:00am
Winter Schedule  (Sept 1 ± April 30)
8:00 and 11:00am
Weekday Masses: Monday ± Friday 8:00am
(Fri. during School ± 9:00am)
Baptism: 
By appointment only. Please contact the 
parish office.
Celebration of Penance:
3:45pm Saturday afternoon
5:30pm ± after the Saturday evening Mass
8:30am ± after Mass on the Thursday 
before the first Friday of the month.
Marriage: 
Please contact the parish office at least 
six months beforehand.
Anointing of the Sick: 
Please call the office if anyone in your 
family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
Church - 814-938-6540 Fax – 814-938-7439 * School – 814-938-4224 Fax – 814-939-3759

Ss. Cosmas & Damian Parish

With Churches at St. Adrian, St. Anthony and St. Joseph
Website
www.sscdchurch.com
E-mail – sscdofc@comcast.net
616– W.
Mahoning St., Punxsutawney,
PA 15767
Rectory
Office
Hours:
Mon.
–
Fri.
8:30am
4:30pm
8149386540
www.sscdchurch.com

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA





Mass Intentions for This Week

Saturday, May 30
David, Bennie & Sean McConnaughey -- Family
Sunday, May 31
John Serian -- Dolores Poy Family
Mason Cunningham -- Hechler Family
Monday, June 1
8:00 a.m. Peter Bobalik -- Marsha & Jeff Rush & Family
Tuesday, June 2
8:00 a.m. Tom & Carol Smith -- Joe & Jeanne Nogacek
Wednesday, June 3
8:00 a.m. Frank Orsich -- Wehrle Family
Thursday, June 4
8:00 a.m. Nicholas F. Lorenzo, MD -Nicholas & Annette Lorenzo
Friday, June 5
8:00 a.m. Patty Jean Rebar --Anita Bowser
Saturday, June 6
8:00 a.m. Parishioners
4:30 p.m. Butch Defelice -- Frank & Kathy Pulford
Sunday, June 7
8:00 a.m. 50th Wedding Anniversary of
John & Janet Huot -- Paul & Susan Koza
10:00 a.m. Charles L. Petroff -- Ken & Toie Neal



The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any time we cannot go to
Mass, in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite ourselves to the Eucharist through
making a spiritual Communion. By making an Act ofSpiritual Communion, we express our faith in
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. 
My Jesus,I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

PENTECOST SUNDAY

MAY 31, 2020


Dear Parishioners,

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.’

Philosophers describe the human spirit as “the
unassailable, unchangeable, indestructible core, the
keen point of the soul which alone can approach the Absolute and unite itself with the Divinity. This
idea of spirit as a hardinner core is widespread, even among people from whom you would expect better.
Henry David Thoreau (18171862), in his famous book Walden, gave this account of why he went to live
in a hut in the woods: "I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the
essential facts of life ... I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and
Spartanlike as to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a
corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms.” Such aggressive verbs!  to front, to suck out, to put to rout, to
cut, to drive, to reduce…. All this tough talk about a hardinner core is somehow unconvincing. People
who are sure of their strength don’t talk or write like that. It is more defiant than descriptive.

The word ‘spirit’ means breath. This does not suggest a hardaggressive core but a soft give and take. St
Peter, who was probably much tougher than Thoreau, could use gentle language to describe that ‘inner
core’: “the inner self with the lasting beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3:4). It matters a great
deal how we describe our inner being; it matters not only for our selfunderstanding but also for our
understanding of God. We are the primary image of God, and if we have a hardmechanical sense of
ourselves, our image of God will be similarly hard and separate. It may well match the image of God in,
say, Sheehan’s Apologetics long ago, but it has nothing to do with the Father of Jesus Christ. St Paul,
who was even tougher than Peter, could write, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph 4:30). The
Spirit of God is gentle, which does not mean weak. Real strength is always gentle. One moment’s
experience of God's Spirit is enough to do away with all talk of an indestructible inner core attempting to
“approach the Absolute and unite itself with the Divinity” ± as if we could do such a thing by our own
heroic efforts. 

By way of relief, read these lines by Jessica Powers on today’s feast of Pentecost:

That was the day when Fire came down from heaven,
inaugurating the first spring of love.
Blood melted in the frozen veins, and even
the least bird sang in the mind’s inmost grove.

God Bless, 
Msgr. J. Riccardo




THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA
RECTORY OFFICE

The office will remain closed, or very limited,
to walkin traffic for a while longer, but we are
available to help with anything you may need. If you
would need to schedule an appointment, call 938
6540. You can also email us at sscdofc@comcast.net
any time. 

Should you need to come into the office for
any reason, masks must be worn.

Though these are challenging times, we know
the Holy Spirit accompanies us. We appreciate your
prayers and your patience as we work through ways to
return to what we had all been accustomed to, while
still keeping everyone safe.



CHURCH DOORS OPEN DAILY

The church doors are open daily until 6:30pm
for you to make a visit. 

It is important to remember when you are
in church to maintain social distance between
yourself and others at all times. Masks must be
worn when more than three people are in church. If
you aren’t feeling well please stay home.



FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION

There will be Adoration on
Friday beginning after the 8am
Mass and closing at 4pm. 

Our special intention for
this month is that we all be kept
safe from the virus; for our
vulnerable populations, our elderly and those
suffering from chronic disease; and for the poor,
especially the uninsured.

Please plan to come spend some time in
adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament on
First Friday. 



FIRST FRIDAY

Please note: At this time, our regular First
Friday Communion visits to the homes are not
permitted. We will let you know when that can be
resumed.

Please call the office if anyone in your family
is hospitalized or in need of a priest.




Sunday Mass will continue to be

livestreamed from St.
Peter Cathedral in
Erie as well as from
several locations in
the diocese. 

Please visit the
diocesan website, www.erieRCD.org
and click the link on the home page for
information and times for Masses. Mass
is also broadcast daily on EWTN.


SPRING CASH GIVEWAY

Thank you to all who
supported our school through
the Spring Cash Giveaway! 

Due to an early
deadline, this bulletin was
sent to the publisher before the drawing on May
22nd. Therefore, the winner will be announced
in the June 6 bulletin.

All proceeds from this fundraiser will go
directly to the support of our school. Thank
you!


FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

Like the disciples in today’s gospel, there
are times we shut the doors of our hearts to people
or events. It’s how we create emotional distance.
Permanent distancing is lethal and prevents the
PEACE Jesus offers you today




THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA

Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
Lord Jesus, 
You came to bring salvation to our world. 
You humbled yourself to accept death on a cross. 
Be with us as we confront the spread of the coronavirus with courage and hope. 
Be present to the sick and to those who accompany them in their suffering. 
Strengthen our medical professionals and caregivers; 
comfort families who are separated from one another.
Protect those who are at risk of the virus in their work.
Grant wisdom to our civic officials and perseverance to scientists. 
Spare us from the ravages of this illness and console us in our uncertainty and fear. 
Unite us in hope, enlighten us in faith, 
and give us the grace as a Church to love one another as You have loved us. 
Through the intercession of our Heavenly Mother,
we make this prayer as we place our trust in You. 
Amen. 


Imprimatur, April 8, 2020 
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L. ² Bishop of Erie 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

If we don’t have your email
address, or if your address has
changed, please contact us at
sscdofc@comcast.net so we can get
you in our address book. Help us to
stay in touch with you! 


SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK
SSCD  Sandy Hinderliter, Mary Claire Johnston,
Arlene Stewart, Dorothy Vilkinofsky.
St. Anthony  Ronda Clark, Mary Ross, and Anna
Marie Conrad.





PRAYER CHAIN

To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat
Rougeux, 9384464 or Anna Smochek, 4272456. 

If you are unable to reach either of them, you
may call the office weekdays 9am  4pm.

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

I sincerely thank you for your continued
support of our parish during this current crisis.
SSCD is entirely dependent upon you to meet our
financial obligations and your generosity is
greatly appreciated.

Online giving is one way for you to easily
support our parish
during this shut
down. And it will
continue to be an
option for you once
things return to
normal. There is a link for you to access this on
our parish website, sscdchurch.com.

If you prefer to mail your offertory
envelopes to the office or drop them in the mail
slot in the breezeway, you may certainly continue
to do so. Either option is good. 

Please be assured of my daily prayers for
your continued health and safety.


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA





PENTECOST SUNDAY
NOTE REGARDING SCRIP

Scrip is not being
sold or distributed from the
school or church offices
until further notice. 

Please consider using
the
Scrip
“PrestoPay”
feature
that
provides
electronic delivery options (i.e. electronic credit
to spend online or refill a merchant’s card that
you already have in your possession). Questions
about PrestoPay can be directed to the Scrip
program coordinator.

Thank you for supporting SSCD School
through your participation in the Scrip program.
We will let you know when we are able to resume
normal procedures. 


OFFERTORY FIGURES

Because of an early deadline for this
week’s bulletin, the offertory figures do not
appear below as they normally would.

The figures will be uptodate in next
weeks bulletin.




PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS

Two positions on Parish Council are up for
election.

Registered parishioners, age 18 or older,
may nominate themselves or someone else who
they feel will best represent the needs of the
parish. If you nominate someone other than
yourself, please obtain their consent prior to
returning the form. 

Employees of SSCD Church and School
are not eligible to serve on Parish Council as
elected members.


Parish Council Nomination Form
Nominee: _____________________________
Phone Number of Nominee: ______________
I have obtained consent of the person named
above.
Your Name: ²²²²²²²²²²²²²
Elections will be scheduled 
at a future date if necessary

MAY 31, 2020


TWO EASY WAYS TO Stay

in touch


with your Parish!


 Visit our Parish Website anytime at

www.sscdchurch.com




 Download Our NEWEST Parish App!

 iPhone users Text:

ParishApp1 to 555888

 Android Users Text:
ParishApp2 to 555888





Readings for the Week of May 31, 2020

Sunday: 

Monday:

Acts 2:111/Ps 104:1, 24, 2930, 31, 34 [cf.
30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3 and
5, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34
Tuesday:
Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 10, 14 and 16
1]/Mk 12:13-17
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Ps 123:1b-2ab, 2cdef [1b]/
Mk 12:18-27
Thursday:
2 Tm 2:8-15/Ps 4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [4]/
Mk 12:28-34
Friday:
2 Tm 3:10-17/Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166,
168 [165a]/Mk 12:35-37
Saturday:
2 Tm 4:1-8/Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22 [cf.
15ab]/Mk 12:38-44
Next Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56
[52b]/2 Cor 13:11-13/Jn 3:16-1
Liturgical Publications Inc

Catholic Services Appeal 2020


St. Adrian St. Anthony

St. Joseph

SS.C.D

2020 Diocesan Assessment $74,662.00
Total Parish Goal $124,662.00
Pledged Amt. 

$250.00

$1,575.00

$1,660.00

$79,235.00

Paid on Pledge 

$125.00

$1,305.00

$835.00

$62,393.92

Unpaid Pledges

$125.00

$270.00

$825.00

$16,841.08

Unpledged
Donations

$317.00

$210.00

$705.00

$3,121.00

Collected to
Date

$442.00

$1,515.00

$1,540.00

$65,514.92

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.
Appliance Sales,
Service & Parts

17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

Amana • Speed Queen • Frigidaire

Electrolux • Maytag • Whirlpool

Lowmaster
& Warden Inc.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director

814-938-0400

Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available

814-938-0338

Allemang Realty

206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney
Parishioner

www.allemangrealty.com

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday

Free Lifetime Service
www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com

938-9667

R.D. BROWN
MEMORIALS

THIS SPACE IS

Locally Owned and Operated

BROWN
We do all of your cemetery needs

R.D. Brown Memorials

314 North Findley St. • Punxsutawney

(814) 938-2100
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist
(814) 765-7577

10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830
JAWCo Fire, Inc.

“The Fire Extinguisher
People”
23 Fire Drive
Punxsutawney

814-938-8600

Nosker Insurance

Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

938-9150

Vaccines Available
walk- ins welcome!
Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!
PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

“Egg McMuffin”

(Buy one, get one FREE)
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion,
Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

Expires 06/30/20

Excellent Service

Over 118 Years Old
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

Owner
Phone: 814-328-2203
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978
Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
• Wills, Power of Attorney,
Medical Directives, Trusts and Estates
• Real Estate Closings, Home or Business
• LLCs, Corporations and Businesses

Jeffrey Lundy & Jay P. Lundy

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com
Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Punxsutawney • 938-8110
www.lundylawpa.com

201 Hampton Avenue
Punxsutawney, PA 15767

(814) 938-2820

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants
A Full Service Accounting Firm!

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com
Mahoning Valley
Milling Co., Inc.

ALL YOU CAN
EAT PIZZA, WINGS
STROMBOLI, SALAD,
& DESSERT PIZZAS

Family Owned for Over 100 Years

Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850

Mon-Thurs: 8-5 Fri: 8-7 Sat: 8-3

57 Gilpin St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

12.99

$

+ TAX

20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED
SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE
9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN

(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 618-5653

14-1185

