

Pastor ± Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo
School Principal ±
Heather Kunselman, ex. 224
Secretaries ±
Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210 
Jude Griffith, ex. 213
Business Manager ± 
Tony Bofinger, ex. 214
Religious Ed Coordinator ±
Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226

Sunday Masses: 
Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm
Sunday Morning :
Summer Schedule  (May 1 ± Aug. 31)
8:00 and 10:00am
Winter Schedule  (Sept 1 ± April 30)
8:00 and 11:00am
Weekday Masses: Monday ± Friday 8:00am

(Fri. during School ± 9:00am)
Baptism: 
By appointment only. Please contact the 
parish office.
Celebration of Penance:
3:45pm Saturday afternoon
5:30pm ± after the Saturday evening Mass
8:30am ± after Mass on the Thursday 

before the first Friday of the month.
Marriage: 
Please contact the parish office at least 
six months beforehand.
Anointing of the Sick: 
Please call the office if anyone in your 
family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
Church - 814-938-6540 Fax – 814-938-7439 * School – 814-938-4224 Fax – 814-939-3759
Website – www.sscdchurch.com E-mail – sscdofc@comcast.net
Rectory Office Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA



Mass Intentions for This Week

Saturday, July 11
4:30 p.m. Braden Shiock -- George & Robbie Bedell
Sunday, July 12
8:00 a.m. Parishioners
10:00 a.m. Ernest Certo -- Marjorie Polito
Monday, July 13
8:00 a.m. Joseph Schepis -Karen Keith, Lori Lorenzo and Mike Schepis
Tuesday, July 14
8:00 a.m. Jean Lorenzo -- Doug, Susie, & Sean Deeley
Wednesday, July 15
8:00 a.m. Margaret Halo -- Mary Lou Brown
Thursday, July 16
8:00 a.m. Daniel & Nancy Payson -- Irvin & Kay Payson
Friday, July 17
8:00 a.m. Willie & Irene Shiock -- Soc & Marcia Masisak
Saturday, July 18
4:30 p.m. John P. Duminske -- Family
Sunday, July 19
8:00 a.m. Jimmy Handyside -- Rose & Jim Handyside
10:00 a.m. Charles & Frances Hetrick -- Paul DelRosso




The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any time we cannot go to
Mass, in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite ourselves to the Eucharist through
making a spiritual Communion. By making an Act ofSpiritual Communion, we express our faith in
Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. 
My Jesus,I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 12, 2020

Dear Parishioners:
John Chrysostom (c. 349407 AD) commented, “The
fact that the greater part of the seed perished was not due
to the sower but to the soil, that is, the mind. The Sower
[Christ] made no distinction between rich and poor, wise
or foolish, but spoke to all alike….” Chrysostom also
noted how nonjudgmental the story is. “He does not
judge them openly and say, this is what the lazy received
and they lost it, this is what the rich got and they choked
it, this is what careless people got and they neglected it.
He would not harshly reprove them, so as not to alienate
them altogether.” 
Another ancient commentator: “The wayside is the mind trodden and hardened by the continual passage of
evil thoughts; the rock, the hardness of the selfwilled mind; the good soil, the gentleness of the attentive
mind.”
Look carefully at the word ‘mind’. In medieval times there appeared a useful distinction between the active
and the passive mind ± betweenratioandintellectus. The active is the analytical mind, the passive is the
contemplative. In our age the active mind gets all the praise, and the passive or contemplative mind tends
to be passed over in silence.
Passive means receptive or listening. Remember the last time you tried to have a conversation with
someone who never listens? Perhaps you both talked a lot, but there was no conversation, your minds were
not engaged with each other. At such times you feel more alone than when you are alone. In the total
absence of the contemplative spirit, this is what the whole world would be like.
“When God undertakes the work, the mind must remain passive,” wrote Meister Eckhart. A disciple of
Jesus is one who receives the seed of God's word into good soil. Soil is ‘humus’, which gives us the word
‘humility’. “God cannot work except in the ground of humility,” Eckhart continued, “for the deeper we are
in humility, the more receptive to God….The more a person is sunk in the ground of true humility, the
more he or she is sunk in the ground of divine being.”
‘Passive’, ‘humble’…. These are not popular words today; they are in fact countercultural. Men especially
would be ashamed of having any of these words used of them. But try to imagine someone who had no
vestige of either: he (or she) would be an embodiment of ego. But our deeper self would not be ashamed of
these words. They are the language of the Beatitudes, which are like a portrait of Christ himself. This is the
deeper soil from which real growth happens in us. And the seed of God's word is able to wait till the soil is
right.
We are living in a deafening world. The noise of machines is sometimes hard to bear, but far more
deafening is the insistence of the human voice. It is almost impossible to escape from it. Every age, no
doubt, talked its full; but we have ways of storing, multiplying, amplifying, and broadcasting the voice till
it fills every crevice in our lives. A new magazine was advertised as “opinionated.” This word means
“thinking too highly of, or adhering persistently to, one’s opinions; conceited; obstinate in opinion;
dogmatic.” How bizarre that that word should be used toadvertisea magazine! How many people would
like to have, say, a soninlaw who was “opinionated”? Yet it is regarded as a desirable quality in a
magazine. We are in a strange place now. How will the word of God penetrate our noise? Some seed fell
on tarmac, and some seed was swept away in a torrent of language from DJs and advertisers….
But even so, “Your word, O Lord, forever stands firm in the heavens” (Psalm 118).
God Bless!
Msgr. J Riccardo

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS
Thomas C. Heeter of our parish
who passed away recently, and Florrine
Mennetti of our parish who passed away
this past week.

Please keep them and their families in your
prayers. May their souls rest in peace.


unday and weekday
Masses continue to be
livestreamed from St. Peter
Cathedral in Erie as well as from
several locations in the diocese for
the benefit of those who are unable to, or are
concerned about, returning to Mass.

Please visit the diocesan website,
www.erieRCD.org and click the link on the home
page for information and times for Masses. Mass
is also broadcast daily on EWTN.

2020 CASH RAFFLE

With plans being uncertain, we have
decided to separate the annual raffle from the
Lawn Festival this year. This will allow the
drawing to be held even if we are forced to
cancel the Festival. We have made some
exciting changes to the drawing as well. The
date of the drawing for this year’s raffle will
be September 26th, the Feast of Saints
Cosmas & Damian. We will be selling only
2,000 tickets, giving the buyer better odds to
win! The prizes are: 1st prize  $10,000, 2nd
prize  $5,000, 3rd prize  $1,000. The price of
the ticket will be $20.00 and they will be
available through the rectory office. 

To purchase a ticket or tickets, simply fill
out the form printed below, and return it along
with $20.00 per ticket. You can submit your
ticket order by mail, put it in the mail slot in the
breezeway of the rectory, or place it in the
Sunday collection. Your ticket will be filled out
and the stub mailed back to you. 

If you prefer, you can stop in the office
during regular office hours to purchase
tickets. Masks must be
worn at this time.

All ticket orders
will need to be received
in the rectory office by
Thursday,
September
24th. Thank you for
your support!



2020 Cash Drawing Ticket Request

 S






RECTORY OFFICE

The office is now open and back to regular
hours. Please note that masks must be worn
when you come in to the office. 

You can also reach us anytime at
sscdofc@comcast.net.

Thank you for your cooperation and your
patience over these past few months.



TWO EASY WAYS TO Stay
in touch
with your Parish!



Download Our NEWEST Parish App!
iPhone users Text:
ParishApp1 to 555888
Android Users Text:
ParishApp2 to 555888

Name: ________________________________
Address:_______________________________ 

Visit our Parish Website anytime at
www.sscdchurch.com

Drawing Date: September 26, 2020
Ticket orders must be received by Sept 24, 2020

City:__________________________________
Phone Number: _____________
Number of tickets requested: ______
Amount enclosed: __________ ($20 per ticket)




(If you are requesting more than one ticket,
be sure to let us know the names that should
be on each ticket)

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA

Prayer in Time of Pandemic 

Grant wisdom to our civic officials 
and perseverance to scientists. 
Spare us from the ravages of this illness and console 
us in our uncertainty and fear. 
Unite us in hope, enlighten us in faith, 
and give us the grace as a Church to love one another 
as You have loved us. 
Through the intercession of our Heavenly Mother,
we make this prayer as we place our trust in You. 
Amen. 

Lord Jesus, 
You came to bring salvation to our world. 
You humbled yourself to accept death on a cross. 
Be with us as we confront the spread of the 
coronavirus with courage and hope. 
Be present to the sick and to those who accompany 
them in their suffering. 
Strengthen our medical professionals and caregivers; 
comfort families who are separated from one another.

Imprimatur, April 8, 2020 
Protect those who are at risk of the virus in their work.
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L., Bishop of Erie 


SCRIP

Scrip Cash and Carry is
available in the Rectory Office
between the hours of 9am  4pm,
Monday through Friday for the
month of July.

Wearing a mask is required to come into
the office. We also ask that you have your order
forms filled out ahead of time. 

Additionally, you can use the Scrip
“PrestoPay” feature that provides electronic delivery
options (i.e. electronic credit to spend online or refill
a merchant’s card that you already have in your
possession). Questions can be directed to the Scrip
program coordinator.

Thank you for supporting SSCD School
through your participation in the Scrip Program. 


OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS


One way for you to easily support our parish
is through online giving. There is a
link for you to access this on our parish
website, sscdchurch.com.

If you prefer to mail your offertory envelopes
to the office, drop them in the mail slot in the
breezeway, or put in the collection basket at church,
please continue to do so. Thank you for your
continued support throughout this unusual time. 


SAINT VINCENT DePAUL WEEKLY FOOD
DONATION

Food Donation Next Sunday, July 19th 
Pancake Syrup. Thank you for your continued
support!

SAINT VINCENT DEPAUL VOLUNTEERS
Saturday, July 18
Carol Bernat, Katie Irwin, and Karen
Bugay.

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

The stress and anxieties of family life are
like “thorns which choke off” any opportunity to
reflect on God’s presence in our lives. Notice in
today’s gospel Jesus “went out of the house” so He
could connect with the people he loved. Grasp five
minutes each day to appreciate the people you love.


DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Couples celebrating milestone
anniversaries of 25, 50 or 60 or more
years of marriage are invited to
celebrate with the entire Diocese. 

The public health concerns of
this year have made it necessary to
adapt the celebration format for
milestone anniversaries. Anniversary
Masses with the bishop are canceled to avoid
large gatherings, but the Diocese of Erie and the
Marriage and Family Life Office are eager to
honor those who are celebrating with prayer,
certificates, online sharing, and packages sent to
honorees. More details on what to expect are
coming shortly. 

If you are celebrating a milestone
anniversary, or know someone who is, please
register contacting the office or by visiting https://
www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/anniv.html

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA



on or before Friday, August 7, 2020. 




FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
E-MAIL ADDRESSES

If we don’t have your
email address, or if your address
has recently changed, please
contact us at sscdofc@comcast.net
so we can get you in our address book. We will
never share your email address. 

Help us to stay in touch with you! 



JULY 12, 2020


PRAYER CHAIN

To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat
Rougeux, 9384464 or Anna Smochek, 4272456. 

If you are unable to reach either of them, you
may call the office weekdays 9am  4pm.

SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK
SSCD  Debbie Rougeux, Pat Rougeux, 

Kim Kopas, Karen Burkett
St. Anthony  Stephanie Beatty, Jennifer Skarbek,
Mary Jo Britton, and Cindy Hoover
Readings for the Week of July 12, 2020

OFFERTORY REPORT
On July 1, we began consolidating all of
our financial reporting under SS. Cosmas &
Damian Church. Our new format will align with
Diocesan reporting standards.

The figures listed below are through
June 28th and represent the offertory totals
through the end of the fiscal year. 

In next week’s bulletin we will begin to
report the combined offertory figures. 

Sunday:
Is 55:1011/Ps 65:10, 11, 1213, 14 [Lk 8:8]/

Rom 8:1823/Mt 13:123 or 13:19 
Monday:
Is 1:1017/Ps 50:89, 16bc17, 21 and 23
[23b]/
Mt 10:34  11:1
Tuesday:
Is 7:19/Ps 48:23a, 3b4, 56, 78 [cf. 9d]/

Mt 11:2024
Wednesday: Is 10:57, 13b16/Ps 94:56, 78, 910, 1415

[14a]/Mt 11:2527
Thursday:
Is 26:79, 12, 1619/Ps 102:1314ab and 15, 

1618, 1921 [20b]/Mt 11:2830
Friday:
Is 38:16, 2122, 78/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 

16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 12:18
Saturday:
Mi 2:15/Ps 10:12, 34, 78, 14 [12b]/

Mt 12:1421
Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 1619/Ps 86:56, 910, 1516

[5a]/Rom 8:2627/Mt 13:2443 or 13:2430
Liturgical Publications Inc

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ANALYSIS June 28, 2020
SACRIFICIAL GIVING MEANS 10%
St. Adrian

St. Anthony

St. Joseph

SS.C.D.

Envelopes Sent

56

67

44

570

Adult Envelopes 

9

16

8

130



$864.85

$823.70

$790.00

$6,270.00

Holy Day

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$55.00

Children

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$48.00

Loose







$36.00

Monthly







$1,885.00

Total

$864.85

$823.70

$790.00

$8,294.00

Weekly Goal:

$500.00 

$702.00 

$550.00 

$7,030.00 

Surplus (Deficit)

$364.85

$121.70

$240.00

$1,264.00

Adult 

Accumulated
(+/) Goal
Since 7/1/19

$8,119.95
Under goal

$12,325.30
Under goal

$3,670.00

Under goal

$17,862.83

Under goal

Catholic Services Appeal 2020


St. Adrian St. Anthony

St. Joseph

SS.C.D

2020 Diocesan Assessment $74,662.00
Total Parish Goal $124,662.00
Pledged Amt. 

$250.00

$1,575.00

$1,660.00

$81,435.00

Paid on Pledge 

$175.00

$1,400.00

$935.00

$70,622.60

Unpaid Pledges

$75.00

$175.00

$725.00

$10,812.40

Unpledged
Donations

$752.00

$270.00

$910.00

$5,430.42

Collected to
Date

$927.00

$1,670.00

$1,845.00

$76.053.02

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.
Appliance Sales,
Service & Parts

17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

Amana • Speed Queen • Frigidaire

Electrolux • Maytag • Whirlpool

Lowmaster
& Warden Inc.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director

814-938-0400

Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available

814-938-0338

Allemang Realty

206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney
Parishioner

www.allemangrealty.com

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday

Free Lifetime Service
www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com

938-9667

R.D. BROWN
MEMORIALS

THIS SPACE IS

Locally Owned and Operated

BROWN
We do all of your cemetery needs

R.D. Brown Memorials

314 North Findley St. • Punxsutawney

(814) 938-2100
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist
(814) 765-7577

10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830
JAWCo Fire, Inc.

“The Fire Extinguisher
People”
23 Fire Drive
Punxsutawney

814-938-8600

Nosker Insurance

Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

938-9150

Vaccines Available
walk- ins welcome!
Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!
PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

“Premium Buttermilk
Crispy Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”

(Buy one, get one FREE)
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion,
Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

Expires 09/30/20

Excellent Service

Over 118 Years Old
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

Owner
Phone: 814-328-2203
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978
Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
• Wills, Power of Attorney,
Medical Directives, Trusts and Estates
• Real Estate Closings, Home or Business
• LLCs, Corporations and Businesses

Jeffrey Lundy & Jay P. Lundy

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com
Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Punxsutawney • 938-8110
www.lundylawpa.com

201 Hampton Avenue
Punxsutawney, PA 15767

(814) 938-2820

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants
A Full Service Accounting Firm!

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com
Mahoning Valley
Milling Co., Inc.

ALL YOU CAN
EAT PIZZA, WINGS
STROMBOLI, SALAD,
& DESSERT PIZZAS

Family Owned for Over 100 Years

Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850

Mon-Thurs: 8-5 Fri: 8-7 Sat: 8-3

57 Gilpin St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

12.99

$

+ TAX

20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED
SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE
9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN

(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 618-5653

14-1185

