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School Principal ��

   Heather Kunselman, ex. 224�

Secretaries ��

   Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210  �

   Jude Griffith, ex. 213�

Business Manager � �

   Tony Bofinger, ex. 214�

Religious Ed Coordinator ��

   Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226�

Pastor � Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo�

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Church - 814-938-6540  Fax – 814-938-7439  *  School – 814-938-4224  Fax – 814-939-3759 

  

Website –   www.sscdchurch.com  E-mail –  sscdofc@comcast.net 

Rectory Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm  

Sunday Masses: �

Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm�

Sunday Morning :�

Summer Schedule �  (May 1 � Aug. 31)�

  8:00 and 10:00am�

Winter Schedule � (Sept 1 � April 30)�

  8:00 and 11:00am�

Weekday Masses: Monday � Friday 8:00am�

� (Fri. during School � 9:00am)�

�Baptism: �

By appointment only. Please contact the �

parish office.�

Celebration of Penance:�

3:45pm� Saturday afternoon�

5:30pm � after the Saturday evening Mass�

8:30am � after Mass on the Thursday �

�     before the first Friday of the month.�

Marriage: �

Please contact the parish office at least �

six months beforehand.�

Anointing of the Sick: �

Please call the office if anyone in your �

family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.�



 

 

 

Saturday, March 20 

     4:30 p.m.  Marie Farcus -- 

    Paul & Nedra Farcus & Family 

Sunday, March 21 

        8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

     11:00 a.m. Matson Blose -- Nick & Barb Gresock 

Monday, March 22 

 8:00 a.m. Martha Pape -- Pete & Elaine Pape 

Tuesday, March 23  

 8:00 a.m. Rachel Pape -- Pete and Children 

Wednesday, March 24 

 8:00 a.m. Guy Savasta -- St. Clare Fraternity 

Thursday, March 25 

 8:00 a.m. Frank A. Mondi, Sr. -- 

    Sam & Sandra Bevak 

Friday, March 26 

 9:00 a.m. John Francis Gresock -- Kathy Painter 

Saturday, March 27 

 4:30 p.m. Richard Butler -- John & Mariann Griffiths 

Sunday, March 28 

  8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

      11:00 a.m. Angeline DeChurch -- Doyle Starry �

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

� Mass Intentions for This Week�

� T�

he Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any time we cannot go 

to Mass, in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite ourselves to the 

Eucharist by making a spiritual Communion. When we make an Act of�Spiritual Communion, we express 

our faith in Christ’s Real Presence in the Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. �

My Jesus,�I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.��

I love You above all things,�and I desire to receive You into my soul.��

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,�come at least 

spiritually into my heart.�

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.�

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.�

�

�

�

Today, Sunday, March 21 � �

� 9:15am � Confirmation Class � Meeting Room�

Wednesday, March 24 � �

� 10am � Bible Study � Meeting Room�

�

�

�

�

�

Thursday, March 25 � � �

� 6pm � Bible Study � Meeting Room�

Sunday, March 28 � � �

� 3:00 pm � Confessions � Church�



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT              MARCH 21, 2021 

Dear Parishioners:�

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 

some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went 

and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.��

Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will 

my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say � ' Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this 

reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name."��

Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." The crowd standing there 

heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine."�

There is no mention of Gethsemane in John's gospel. John has Jesus striding in glory through his life and 

death: his miracles are not acts of compassion as in the other gospels, but signs of his glory (2:11). Yet in 

this reading Jesus says, "Now my soul is troubled." Though there is no account in John's gospel of his 

healing the possessed, we still see his compassion: later in the same gospel he says, "Do not let your hearts 

be troubled" (14:1); he is human, and he is with us after all. This gospel has no account of the institution of 

the Eucharist at the Last Supper, but in its place there is an account of Jesus washing the disciples' feet.��

The Passion begins to loom early in this gospel. Jesus speaks of being "lifted up" (3:14; 8:28; 12:32, 34), 

and John plays on the ambiguity of this phrase. Jesus will be lifted up in shame on the cross, but this same 

lifting up is a lifting up in glory. Strange paradox: his shame is his glory; his death is his resurrection.��

The mystics are the ones who best appreciate this paradoxical level of our Faith. Johann Tauler, a disciple 

of Meister Eckhart, said, "Peace is what all people are striving for; they seek after it in every direction, in 

every occupation, and in all their ways of life. Oh, if we could only shake ourselves free from this tendency 

and learn to seek peace in tribulation. Only there is true peace born, peace which will last and really 

endure. To seek elsewhere is to go astray inevitably. You will always find that this is true. If only we could 

seek joy in sadness, peace in trouble, simplicity in multiplicity, comfort in bitterness! This is the way to 

become true witnesses to God."�

The peace that comes from avoiding trouble is mine only as long as I can avoid trouble, and "piecemeal 

peace is no peace." I cannot avoid trouble forever. If all my efforts are directed to avoiding trouble, then 

even the thought of it is enough to deprive me of peace. I have to be able to find peace even in trouble. 

Only then is it unconditional peace. Tauler again: "Before His death, our Lord always promised His 

disciples peace, and also after His resurrection He promised them all peace. Yet they never obtained peace 

externally. None the less, they found peace in tribulation and love in suffering. In death they found life; to 

be cross�examined, judged, and condemned was for them a joyous victory. These were true witnesses."�

Briefly, a note on ‘Eternal life’. It is badly translated as ‘everlasting life’. Eternal life means God’s kind of 

life, not human life stretched out in time to infinity. Nor is it a life that begins beyond the grave. “Whoever 

believes�has eternal life,” said Jesus (John 6:47) � already has, not will have. In keeping with the other 

paradoxes of the faith: eternal life is here and now, in this world, in this mess. It will flower beyond the 

grave, but not if it has no roots here and now.�

God Bless,�

Msgr. J. Riccardo�



SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

� Next Sunday afternoon, March 28, beginning 

at 3pm, there will be 3 priests available in church 

to hear confessions.  �

� This will be a good opportunity for you to 

receive the sacrament of Penance before Easter.�

� �

 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 

� Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, 

and Good Friday are days of abstinence from meat 

for those 14 years of age and older.  Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday are also days of 

fasting for those ages 18 to 58 inclusive. On those 

days, those bound by the law of fasting may take 

one full meal and two smaller meals. Eating 

between meals is not permitted, but liquids 

including milk and fruit juices are allowed. When 

health or work is seriously affected, the law does not 

oblige.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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FINAL SOUP SALE�

� We hope you have been 

enjoying the weekly soup sales 

throughout the past 2 months. We 

are so grateful for your support!�

� This is the last week of our sale � the final 

offering is Stuffed Pepper Soup. It will be 

available for pick up on Thursday, March 25, 

outside of the school office from 7:30am � 10am. �

�

$5 per quart  �  Pre�ordering recommended.�

** Call to Pre�order 814�938�4224 **�

Thank you for your support of this �

 school fundraiser!�

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR 

PRAYERS 

� Gerald Joseph Bach, Sr., father 

of Mary Neal of our parish, who died 

this past week. Please keep him and his 

family in your prayers.�

� May his soul rest in peace.�

��

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 

� Relationships come with a price tag. We 

must be willing to entrust ourselves to another, to let 

go of our autonomy and die to our independence. It 

is in this type of dying that we find a newer, richer 

life with others.�

 

�

� For information on how to 

complete Pre�Cana on�line, in the new 

Mentor�Cohort program, visit https://

www.eriercd.org/familylifeoffice/

mentor�cohort.html.  �

� Cohorts will run the weeks of:�

� April 25 � May 17, 2021�

� October 25� November 15, 2021 

 

 

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS� 

� Thank you for your continued support 

throughout this most unusual time. �

� One way for you to easily support our parish 

is through on�line giving. There is a link for you to 

access this on our parish website, sscdchurch.com.�

� If you prefer to mail your offertory envelopes 

to the office, drop them in the mail slot in the 

breezeway, or put in the collection basket at church, 

please continue to do so. Thank you!�

�

�

SCRIP PROGRAM�

 � Scrip Cash and Carry is 

available in the School Office. �

� Please use the walk up 

window next to the principal’s office 

to purchase your Scrip, Monday � 

Friday, 8:00am � 2:20pm�

� You can also use the Scrip “PrestoPay” 

feature that provides electronic delivery options (i.e. 

electronic credit to spend online or refill a 

merchant’s card that you already have in your 

possession). �

� Thank you for supporting SSCD School 

through your participation in the Scrip Program.  �



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

FORTY DAYS FOR LIFE 

� Forty Days for Life, an 

internationally coordinated campaign 

that aims to stop abortion and support 

life through prayer, fasting, and 

community outreach, is being observed 

through March 28th.� �

� At SSCD we are praying a Pro�Life Rosary 

every morning before the 8am Mass. Please support 

with your prayers and fasting those who stand for us 

in defense of all life.�

�

�

CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 

       A sincere thank you to 

all who have made a 

pledge or gift to the 2021 

Catholic Services Appeal. 

If you have not yet made a 

commitment, it is not too late. Just drop your 

pledge card in the collection basket or send it to 

the office. Please remember that all gifts, 

regardless of the size, are important, needed, 

and appreciated.   �

� � Please do what you can. I am 

grateful for your prayers and support � 

especially in these extraordinary times. You can 

check the last page of the bulletin for pledges to 

date.�

�

�

�

�

A�

s part of our Lenten 

observance, we are 

participating in Catholic 

Relief Services’ Lenten 

program, Operation Rice Bowl.  �

� Since 1975 ORB has inspired Catholics in 

the United States to pray, fast, learn, and give as 

we increase our understanding of our global 

community. We encourage you to participate in 

Operation Rice Bowl at home with your family 

and loved ones.  �

� � There is an envelope in your packets for 

your ORB donations. Thank you.�

�

�

 

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday, March 27 �  �

� Sam & Terri Puleio and Bessie Depp�

�

� �

�

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL WEEKLY FOOD 

DONATION 

� Food Donation next Sunday, March 28 � 

Canned Corn.  Thank you for your support!�

�

�

�

MUSIC AND PRAYERS AT MASS 

 Since we are not currently able 

to have our books in the pews, we are 

providing sheets with the hymns and 

prayers for your use at Mass. �

� Please pick one up from the 

table when you come in and then 

either take it home with you or throw it away after 

Mass. Please do not return it to the table. They 

cannot be reused. Each person will then have access 

to an unused hymn sheet when they come in to 

church.�

�   For the benefit of those who are unable to, or who 

are concerned about returning to Mass at this time, SSCD is 

live streaming Mass twice a week. Look for this graphic on 

our parish website, sscdchurch.com, and click the link on 

Fridays at 9am and Sundays at 11am to join. �

� If you have any questions, just call the office.�



EASTER FLOWERS 

 Anyone wishing to make a 

donation toward the flowers for Easter 

may do so anytime between now and 

Easter.  There is an envelope in your 

packet for this purpose or you can just 

use a plain envelope.�

� If you wish to make your 

donation in memory of a loved one, please write 

his or her name in the space provided. A list of 

memorials will be posted in church on Easter.�

�

�

 

SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK 

SSCD � Debbie Rougeux, Pat Rougeux, �

�     Kim Kopas, Karen Burkett�

St. Anthony � Annette Cochran, Grace Martino, �

�   �   and Joy Juliette�

� �

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

� St. Bernard Church, Falls 

Creek, famous Spaghetti Dinner will 

be today, Sunday, March 21, from 

10am� until 1pm or until sold 

out.�  Dinners are $9 each, meatballs are $.75 each 

and a quart of sauce is $5.50.�  The format will 

be�take�outs only; please bring your own container.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

PRAYER CHAIN  

� To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat 

Rougeux, 814�938�4464 or Anna Smochek, 814�

427�2456.  �

� If you are unable to reach either of them, 

you may call the office weekdays 9am � 4pm.�

��

�

�

�

RELIGIOUS  BOOK   

REFERENCE LIBRARY�

� Our parish library, 

located in the Meeting 

Room, has a wealth of 

resources to help us deepen our understanding 

of our Catholic Faith. These include bible 

studies, books by modern theologians such as 

Scott Hahn and Edward Sri, biographies of 

saints, and other inspirational readings.�

� To take advantage of these many 

resources, call Mary Lou McConnaughey �  

814�938�9858, Arlene Stewart � 814�938�

7257, or Carol Stonbraker � 814�952�8422 to 

make an appointment.�

Visit our Parish Website anytime at  

            www.sscdchurch.com   ��

 

iPhone users Text:  

     ParishApp1 to 800-950-9952 

Android Users Text:   

     ParishApp2 to 800-950-9952 

TWO EASY WAYS TO Stay  

in touch 

Download Our NEWEST App!�

�Download FORMED at no cost to 

you:�

��

�� Go to formed.org/signup�

�� Select our parish�

�� Register with your name and email 

address�

�� Check that email account for a link 

to begin using FORMED�



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT               MARCH 21, 2021 

Readings for the Week of  March 21, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 [12a]/ 

 Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33    

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 

 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 [2]/ 

 Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 

 [52b]/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11 [8a, 9a]/

 Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/ 

 Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/

 Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 

 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mk 14:1-

 15:47 or 15:1-39�

©LPi 

Prayer in Time  

of Pandemic  

Lord Jesus,  

You came to bring salvation 

to our world. You humbled  

yourself to accept death on a 

cross. Be with us as we 

confront the spread of the 

coronavirus with courage 

and hope. Be present to the 

sick and to those who 

accompany them 

in their suffering.  

Strengthen our medical 

professionals and caregivers;  

comfort families who are 

separated from one another. 

 Protect those who  

are at risk of the virus  

in their work. 

  

 

 

Grant wisdom to our civic 

officials and perseverance to 

scientists. Spare us from the 

ravages of this illness and 

console us in our uncertainty 

and fear.  

Unite us in hope, enlighten 

us in faith, and give us the 

grace as a Church  

to love one another  

as You have loved us.  

Through the intercession of 

our Heavenly Mother, 

 we make this prayer as we 

place our trust in You.  

Amen.  

�

Imprimatur, April 8, 2020 �

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. 

Persico, J.C.L.,  Bishop of Erie �

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ANALYSIS   

March 14, 2021 

 Church Offertory�

Envelopes sent 

715�

Adult Envelopes Returned 

141�

Adult 

$4,569.00�

Holy Day 

$0.00�

Children 

$5.00�

Loose 

$148.00�

Monthly 

$640.00�

Total 

$5,437.00�

Weekly Goal 

$8,000.00�

Surplus (Deficit) 

$2,563.00�

Accumulated(+/�) 

Goal�

$10,946.69�

Under goal�

Easter 

$75.00�

 

Catholic Services Appeal 2021 

2021 Diocesan Assessment  �

$76,000.00�

Total Parish Goal  �

$126,000.00�

Pledged Amt:�

$79,980.00�

Paid on Pledge:�

$65,666.80�

Unpaid Pledges:�

$14,313.20�

Unpledged �

    Donations:�

$3,204.00�

Collected�

     to Date:�

$68,870.80�
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Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available
814-938-0338

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday
206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney

Parishioner

 ALL YOU CAN
  EAT PIZZA, WINGS 
 STROMBOLI, SALAD,
 & DESSERT PIZZAS
 20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED 
 SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
  CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE 
 9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
  WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN
(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 618-5653

$12.99 
+ TAX

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist

(814) 765-7577         10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director814-938-0400

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

938-9150

Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!

PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

Vaccines Available 
walk- ins welcome!

BROWNBROWN

R.D. BROWNR.D. BROWN
MEMORIALSMEMORIALS

Locally Owned and OperatedLocally Owned and Operated

We do all of your cemetery needsWe do all of your cemetery needs
R.D. Brown MemorialsR.D. Brown Memorials

314 North Findley St. • Punxsutawney314 North Findley St. • Punxsutawney

(814) 938-2100(814) 938-2100
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-1

Over 118 Years Old

KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS

COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney 
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com

A Full Service Accounting Firm!

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

Nosker Insurance
Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker
Owner

Phone: 814-328-2203 
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978

Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

Mahoning Valley 
Milling Co., Inc.

Family Owned for Over 100 Years
Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
    Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850
Mon-Thurs: 8-5 Fri: 8-7 Sat: 8-3

57 Gilpin St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

Excellent Service
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com

Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Allemang Realty
938-9667

www.allemangrealty.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

 Appliance Sales, 
 Service & Parts
17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420
Free Lifetime Service

www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com
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Expires 03/31/21
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Premium Buttermilk Crispy 
Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”

(Buy one, get one FREE)


