
Sunday Masses: �

Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm�

Sunday Morning :�

Summer Schedule �  (May 1 � Aug. 31)�

  8:00 and 10:00am�

Winter Schedule � (Sept 1 � April 30)�

  8:00 and 11:00am�

Weekday Masses: Monday � Friday 8:00am�

� (Fri. during School � 9:00am)�

�Baptism: �

By appointment only. Please contact the �

parish office.�

Celebration of Penance:�

3:45pm� Saturday afternoon�

5:30pm � after the Saturday evening Mass�

8:30am � after Mass on the Thursday �

�     before the first Friday of the month.�

Marriage: �

Please contact the parish office at least �

six months beforehand.�

Anointing of the Sick: �

Please call the office if anyone in your �

family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.�

School Principal ��

   Heather Kunselman, ex. 224�

Secretaries ��

   Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210  �

   Jude Griffith, ex. 213�

Business Manager � �

   Tony Bofinger, ex. 214�

Religious Ed Coordinator ��

   Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226�

Pastor � Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo�

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Church - 814-938-6540  Fax – 814-938-7439  *  School – 814-938-4224  Fax – 814-939-3759 

  

Website –   www.sscdchurch.com  E-mail –  sscdofc@comcast.net 

Rectory Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm  

�
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Nineteenth Sunday�

In Ordinary Time�
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Give glory to our God 

And call upon His name! 

Ss. Cosmas & Damian Parish�
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Saturday, August 14 

     4:30 p.m. Bob Roberts -- Jason & Holly Grusky & Family 

Sunday, August 15 

     8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

    10:00 a.m. Rose Marie Goyette -- Family 

Monday, August 16 

 8:00 a.m. Pellegrino & Rose Rotolo -- LuAnn Rotolo 

Tuesday, August 17 

 8:00 a.m. Anthony Parise, Jr. --  

    Flip, Maureen & Paul Freas 

Wednesday, August 18 

 8:00 a.m. Bernard Vilkinofsky --  

    Mr. & Mrs. Michael Young 

Thursday, August 19 

 8:00 a.m. Sandra Lee Farcus -- Bill & Jean Farcus 

Friday, August 20 

 8:00 a.m. Mary Agnello -- Tom & Nancy Wise 

Saturday, August 21 

 4:30 p.m. Edward Manco -- Lucille & Elaine Scuello 

Sunday, August 22 

  8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

      10:00 a.m. Virginia Erdesky -- Chris & Judy Thurner�

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

� Mass Intentions for This Week�

�

Tuesday, August 17 �

� 6:00 pm �� Recitation of the Rosary � Church�

� 6:00 pm �� Men’s Basketball  � Gym�

Wednesday, August 18�

� 5:00 pm �� C. D. of A. Picnic � Wienker Hall�



THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY              AUGUST 15, 2021 

�

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 

town in the hill country, where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 

Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is 

she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." And Mary said, 

"My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has 

done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 

hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance 

of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 

forever."��

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.�

�

Dear Parishioners,�

Muslims have a tradition that Mohammed was illiterate. It is a way of saying that the Koran was God's 

production, not his. This tradition is similar, as far as it goes, to the Christian teaching about Mary’s virginity. 

One of the differences is that the normal way of nature requires only one author for a book, but two parents 

for a child. Muslims then can say that the Koran is not a human production at all, but Christians can say that 

Jesus is fully from God and also fully human. “Perfectus Deus, perfectus homo,” says the Athanasian Creed.��

Human. What is human? Many say human when they mean human pride. When the Roman emperor Nero 

saw his immense palace�the�domus aurea�finally completed, having burnt down part of the city to make 

way for it, he said, “Ah, at last a house fit for a man!” Many who are less extreme than he (there have been 

very few who were more) would still think of human life as consisting in some degree of success, power, 

recognition….�

By every standard of the day, Mary was only barely human. She was not only female in a world ruled by men, 

she was unmarried (though betrothed); she was young in a world that valued age; she was poor in a world that 

saw poverty as God's curse; she was a peasant remote from the centers of power. Yet the Liturgy calls her 

“the greatest honor of our race.” (Incidentally, did the person who composed that line forget about Jesus at 

that point?) ‘Human’ must mean something deeper than power, recognition, and the rest.��

Is she powerless then? “I am the servant of the Lord,” she said, “let it be done to me according to your word.” 

Does it confirm her in her identity as a powerless woman, passive and dependent? If so, then it confirms all 

women in that identity. But more: it confirms all disciples, all Christians � for Mary is seen as the perfect 

disciple, the model for all disciples, men as well as women. Was she powerless?��

Far from it. As she crossed the hill country to visit her elderly cousin, she was not bearing a child for her 

husband. She was in the role of a prophet. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you,” as later the Spirit would later overshadow Jesus at the Transfiguration (Lk 9:34), 

and the group of disciples in the upper room (Acts 1:8). In her, God is doing a new thing. She does not model 

conventionality and social compliance; she is in the line of Old Testament valiant women, as 

her�Magnificat�makes clear. In her the spiritual paradox of power and powerlessness is plain to see.�

God Bless!�

Msgr. J. Riccardo�



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

HELP NEEDED 

 We are in need of 

additional volunteers for our 

2021/2022 Religious Education 

Program. � We are currently seeking 

instructors for Grades 1,  3, and 11. We also 

need  help in the Religious Education office 

during class times.�

� If you have a few hours a week to give and 

would like to become involved in our 

program, you can contact the office. Training 

will be provided. �

 

 

� �

�

K OF C SUMMER PICNIC 

� All Knights of Columbus, 

and any man interested in 

becoming a Knight, are invited to 

the K. of C. Summer Picnic.�

�  It will be held Monday, 

September 13, 6:30pm, at Reschini Hall in 

Walston.�  On the menu is a prime rib dinner 

with corn on the cob, baked potatoes, and salad.��

� Those interested in attending should get 

in touch with either Joe Nogacek, 814�938�

4668, or Joe Defelice, 814�952�7824, to sign 

up.� The cost is $15 and must be paid by August 

31.�

�

�

 

 

OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS 

 The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania  

have issued  statements indicating that the 

dispensation from the obligation to 

attend Mass is being  lifted.�

� Bishop Persico has 

announced that he is reinstating 

the obligation to attend Mass in 

person on Sundays and Holy 

Days in the Diocese of Erie 

beginning today, Sunday, August 15th.�

� As always, the obligation does not apply to 

those with serious illness or health risks, as well 

as their caregivers.�

 

 

LECTORS AND  

EUCHARISTIC 

MINISTERS  

� Lectors or Eucharistic 

Ministers wishing to be placed 

back on the schedule for 

weekend Masses are asked to call the office, 814�

938�6540, ext. 210.�

� We would like to produce our usual 

schedule and hope to add your name to the list of 

those currently active in these ministries. We look 

forward to your participation.�

� At this time, we are scheduling one Lector 

and two Eucharistic Ministers for each weekend 

Mass. �

�

 

 

USHERS  NEEDED 

� We are in need of additional ushers for the 

4:30pm and 10:00am Masses. Anyone wishing to 

be an usher at Mass can contact the office at 814�938

�6540 or sscdofc@comcast.net to let us know your 

availability and Mass time preference. Thank you.  �

�

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 

� “Blessed is the fruit of your womb” can be 

said of all mothers, because every child is “blessed” 

and a child of God upon whom God “looks with 

favor.” This is our deepest identity and destiny. We 

do not earn this blessing. God’s love is a free gift to 

each of us. �

 

 

SCRIP PROGRAM�

 � Join the Scrip Program and 

earn rebates on all your regular 

purchases and gift giving! �

� Scrip Cash and Carry is 

available in the School office 

Monday through Friday, 7am � 

2:30pm�

� You can also use the Scrip “PrestoPay” 

feature that provides electronic delivery options (i.e. 

electronic credit to spend online or refill a 

merchant’s card that you already have in your 

possession). Questions about PrestoPay can be 

directed to the Scrip program coordinator.�

� Thank you for supporting SSCD School 

through your participation in the Scrip Program. �

 



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

PRAYER CHAIN  

� To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat 

Rougeux, 814�938�4464 or Anna Smochek, 814�427

�2456.  �

� If you are unable to reach either of them, you 

may call the office weekdays 9am � 4pm.�

�

�

SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK 

 Bob Henretta, Katie Roberts, Rita Yenzi.�

�

�

K OF C FOOTBALL TICKETS 

� The Knights have the 2021 

Football Tickets for sale! Limited 

number available. �

� Anyone interested can 

contact a Knight for a ticket.� Tickets are $10 

each and are based on NFL football team scores 

from November 7 � January 9.���

�

�

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL WEEKLY FOOD 

DONATION 

� Food donation next Sunday, August 22 � 

Egg Noodles.  Thank you for your support!�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN THE CHOIR! 

� Our Choir is in need of spirit�

filled singers to join our ranks at the 

last Mass on Sundays! The ability to 

read music is not required.�

� We sing at Sunday Masses September 

through May and other special occasions 

throughout the year. Rehearsals are held most 

Thursdays from 6:00 � 7:30pm starting Aug 26th. �

� We’d love for you to join us; please contact 

Toie Neal at 952�1523.�

�

�

�

 

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday,  August 21 -  

 Lynn Hess and Joe Nogacek��

�

�

�

ALL LADIES OF THE PARISH 

� All ladies of the parish are 

invited to join with the C. D. of A. 

at their annual summer picnic this 

Wednesday evening, August 18th, 

at 5pm in Wienker Hall.�

� Just bring a covered dish to share � 

everything else will be provided. �

� We hope you can join us � we’d love to see 

you there!�

�

�

�

�   For the benefit of those 

who may be ill or unable to 

return to Mass at this time, we 

will continue to live stream the 

10am Mass each Sunday. Look 

for the graphic on our parish website, 

sscdchurch.com, and click the link on Sundays at 

10am to join. �

� If you have any questions, just call the 

office.�

Download FORMED at no cost to you:�

�

�� Go to formed.org/signup�

�� Select our parish�

�� Register with your name and email 

address�

�� Check that email account for a link to 

begin using FORMED�



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

L�

isted below are the booth chairpersons and donors:  �

�

Festival  Booth  Chairpersons:  Pat Rougeux, Tim O’Connor, Jeannine Hanley, Jeff Curtis, Mike & Sharon 

Klingensmith, Pam Defelice, Adrianne & Lynn Hess, Laura Jesse, Paul Koza, Saint Clare Fraternity of the 

Secular Franciscans, Tiffany Gausman, Maryl and Dan McGinley, Paul Jekielek, and Heather Griffith.�

�

Our Thanks To:  Paul DelRosso, Rick & Mary Beth Bosak, Ladies of the C. D. of A. and Rosary Altar 

Society, the Knights of Columbus, Custodians Dan Prutznal, Mike Gmys, and Bud Bofinger, Taylor Phillips, 

office staff Tony Bofinger, Jude Griffith, LuAnne Kendall, and Jeanie Gigliotti, the 2021 Confirmation 

candidates, the SS.C.D. School parents and the parishioners too numerous to list who gave many hours to 

insure the success of our Lawn Festival!�

�

Special Thanks to: Pat Rougeux, Mike & Sharon Klingensmith, Heather Kunselman, Chuck Hetrick, Paula 

Charles, Sandy Sloniger, Rick Doverspike, Kathy Cox, Easton Bacha, for their tireless devotion to the Lawn 

Festival. And a very special thank you to Chuck Stewart, Ann & Matt Koppenhaver, and Brice Bargerstock, 

and to Frank Hetrick and Whitney Bargerstock for the many, many hours of planning, organizing, and help to 

Renee Doverspike. �

�

Donors:  Advanced Disposal, Stello Foods, Ted’s Meat Market, Pat & Pam Defelice, Lily’s Restaurant, 

football ticket donors Dave Nogacek, Jr. and Mark Ragley, Kelly Huey, Nickles Bakery, and Punxsutawney 

Branch of Tri�County Church for the sound system and projector, operated by Doug Vance and Mike Vogt, 

used for the Friday night movie, Luca.�

�

��

Dear Parishioners,�

I am pleased to report that our 81

st

 annual Lawn Festival was a great success!  This year’s festival stands out 

as a heartening example of what we can achieve when we put our minds and hearts together to achieve a 

common goal: providing the families of our parish, school, and community an opportunity to come together 

in friendship and fellowship.  Knowing that 100% of the proceeds from this event benefit our school makes 

the festival’s success all the more gratifying. �

The Lawn Festival relies on the time, talent, and dedication of so many individuals and organizations that I 

couldn’t possibly list everyone deserving of thanks!  If I miss someone or some group, please know my 

appreciation extends to all those involved in this year’s event.  This year’s festival was co�chaired by Renee 

Doverspike and Whitney Bargerstock.  Along with countless many administrative tasks, Renee did an 

amazing job overseeing all of the wonderful food offerings along with Sharon and Mike Klingensmith and 

Frank Hetrick.  Renee is more than a tireless administrator � she baked many of the cakes for the cake and 

ice cream booth herself!  Whitney did an amazing job of revamping Kiddieland this year.  She and our 

inexhaustible principal, Heather Serian Kunselman, also brainstormed new activities to engage our students 

and the youth of our community like the Home Run Derby, Hoop Shoot, an Art Show, and even a Friday 

night movie on the lawn!  Whitney and Heather logged countless hours on festival grounds over the weekend 

and kept everyone up to date with Facebook postings throughout the weekend.�

The festival exists for the benefit of our school and we are especially grateful to all of the school students, 

parents, grandparents, and friends who helped out. The members of the Knights of Columbus, Catholic 

Daughters of the Americas, Saint Vincent DePaul Society, The Rosary Altar Society, and Secular 

Franciscans all focused their efforts on helping the school through their participation in this event.  I would 

like to give a special shout�out to the Franciscans who created 19 themed gift baskets that raised $2,877 for 

the school!�

And last, but never least, our office staff, our maintenance staff, and our school staff all lent their special 

talents to the success of this year’s festival. �

If I could say thank you a hundred times to each and every one of you � it wouldn’t be enough.�

Thank You x 100….�

Msgr. J. Riccardo�
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Readings for the Week of  August 15, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 

 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Monday:  Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab 

 and 44 [4a]/Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday:  Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 

 19:23-30 

Wednesday:  Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mt 20:1-16 

Thursday:  Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a and 

 9a]/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday:  Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-

 9a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday:  Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 

 [4]/Mt 23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-

 19, 20-21, 22-23 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-

 32/Jn 6:60-6 

©LPi 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ANALYSIS   

August 8, 2021 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING MEANS 10% �

 Church Offertory�

Envelopes sent 

711�

Adult Envelopes Returned 

214�

Adult 

$7,715.00�

Holy Day 

$156.00�

Children 

$10.00�

Loose 

$303.00�

Monthly $435.00�

Total 

$8,619.00�

Weekly Goal $8,000.00�

Surplus (Deficit) $619.00�

Accumulated(+/�) 

Goal�

$2,728.71�

Under goal�

 

Catholic Services Appeal 2021 

2021 Diocesan Assessment  �

$76,000.00�

Total Parish Goal  �

$126,000.00�

Pledged Amt:�

$91,255.00�

Paid on Pledge:�

$84,569.05�

Unpaid Pledges:�

$6,685.95�

Unpledged �

    Donations:�

$11,444.68�

Collected�

     to Date:�

$96,013.73�

OLD READERS DIGEST MAGAZINES 

NEEDED 

� If you have any old Readers Digest 

magazines that you don’t want, please consider 

donating them to our Religious Education Program. 

Mrs. Dahrouge is planning an art project for this 

coming school year using Readers Digest sized 

magazines. �

� Thanks for your help!�

 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

� � If we don’t have your email address, 

or if your address has recently changed, please 

contact us at sscdofc@comcast.net so we can add 

you to our address book. �

� � We will never share your e�mail 

address. Help us to stay in touch with you!�

�

 

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 

� A Rosary in  honor of our Lady of Fatima is 

prayed every Tuesday evening at 6pm in church. �

� Please join us. Everyone is welcome.�

�

�

HOSPITAL VISITORS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

Monday � Angela Gigliotti�

Tuesday � Jeanne Farcus�

Wednesday � Karen Burkett�

Thursday � Mary Lou McConnaughey�

Friday � Cathy Smith�

�

�

�

�

2021 Lawn Festival Winners are:�

Congratulations to the winners �

and a big thank you to everyone who 

purchased tickets!!�

Grand Prize �  $10,000.00 �  �

Alex London, Punxsutawney�

� �

Second Prize � $5,000.00 � �

Patty Presloid, Punxsutawney�

��

Third Prize � $1,000.00 � �

Maureen Baltzer, Sarasota, Florida�

�

Quilt � 1st Prize � �

Mary Butler, Punxsutawney�

�

�Quilt � 2nd Prize � �

Fran Shenosky, Punxsutawney�

�

             Football Tickets �  �

Julie Horner, Punxsutawney�
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Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available
814-938-0338

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday
206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney

Parishioner

 ALL YOU CAN
  EAT PIZZA, WINGS 
 STROMBOLI, SALAD,
 & DESSERT PIZZAS
 20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED 
 SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
  CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE 
 9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
  WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN
(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 618-5653

$12.99 
+ TAX

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist

(814) 765-7577         10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director814-938-0400

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

938-9150

Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!

PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

Vaccines Available 
walk- ins welcome!

Over 118 Years Old

KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS

COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney 
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com

A Full Service Accounting Firm!

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

Nosker Insurance
Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker
Owner

Phone: 814-328-2203 
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978

Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

Excellent Service
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com

Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Allemang Realty
938-9667

www.allemangrealty.com

 Appliance Sales, 
 Service & Parts
17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420
Free Lifetime Service

www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com

Electrolux • M
aytag • W
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a •
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 • 
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Mahoning Valley 
Milling Co., Inc.

Family Owned for Over 100 Years
Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
    Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850
Mon-Fri: 8-5 Sat: 8-3

324 Indiana St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

Expires 03/31/21
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Premium Buttermilk Crispy 
Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”

(Buy one, get one FREE)Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


