
Sunday Masses: �

Vigil on Saturday evening at 4:30pm�

Sunday Morning :�

Summer Schedule �  (May 1 � Aug. 31)�

  8:00 and 10:00am�

Winter Schedule � (Sept 1 � April 30)�

  8:00 and 11:00am�

Weekday Masses: Monday � Friday 8:00am�

� (Fri. during School � 9:00am)�

�Baptism: �

By appointment only. Please contact the �

parish office.�

Celebration of Penance:�

3:45pm� Saturday afternoon�

5:30pm � after the Saturday evening Mass�

8:30am � after Mass on the Thursday �

�     before the first Friday of the month.�

Marriage: �

Please contact the parish office at least �

six months beforehand.�

Anointing of the Sick: �

Please call the office if anyone in your �

family is hospitalized or in need of a priest.�

School Principal ��

   Heather Kunselman, ex. 224�

Secretaries ��

   Jean Gigliotti, ex. 210  �

   Jude Griffith, ex. 213�

Business Manager � �

   Tony Bofinger, ex. 214�

Religious Ed Coordinator ��

   Sue Dahrouge, ex. 226�

Pastor � Msgr. Joseph J. Riccardo�

616 W. Mahoning St. Punxsutawney, PA 15767 

Church - 814-938-6540  Fax – 814-938-7439  *  School – 814-938-4224  Fax – 814-939-3759 

  

Website –   www.sscdchurch.com  E-mail –  sscdofc@comcast.net 
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All things are of  

your will, my God! 



 

 

 

Saturday, August 21 

     4:30 p.m. Edward Manco -- Lucille & Elaine Scuello 

Sunday, August 22 

     8:00 a.m. Parishioners 

    10:00 a.m. Virginia Erdesky -- Chris & Judy Thurner 

Monday, August 23 

 8:00 a.m. Maxine Kaza Humphry --  

    Kathleen Holderman 

Tuesday, August 24 

 8:00 a.m. Deceased of the George & Anna Kaza Family --  

    Family 

Wednesday, August 25 

 8:00 a.m. Francis & Mary Hudock -- Sons 

Thursday, August 26 

 8:00 a.m. Peter & Anna Bobalik -- Andrew Gresock 

Friday, August 27 

 9:00 a.m. Mike Fairman --  

    Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fairman 

Saturday, August 28 

 4:30 p.m. Frances Mary & Samuel Villella --  

    Pauline & Jerry Hallman 

Sunday, August 29 

  8:00 a.m. Genevieve & Harlin Painter -- Kathy Painter 

      10:00 a.m. Ross & Jessie Gigliotti -- Mary Molinari�

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

� Mass Intentions for This Week�

�

Tuesday, August 24�

� 6:00 pm �� Recitation of the Rosary � Church�

� 6:00 pm �� Men’s Basketball  � Gym�

�



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME             AUGUST 22, 2021 

Dear Parishioners,�

Many of Jesus’ disciples said, "This teaching is 

difficult; who can accept it?" But Jesus, being aware 

that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 

them, "Does this offend you? Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 

It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But 

among you there are some who do not believe." For 

Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did 

not believe, and who was the one that would betray 

him. And he said, "For this reason I have told you that 

no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 

Father." Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So, Jesus 

asked the twelve, "Do you also wish to go away?" Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom can we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God."��

The Christian faith was known as "the Way" before it was known as Christianity (Acts 9:2; 11:26). It is a 

journey on which we are invited, not a system of thought and behavior that we set up for ourselves. The 

initiative is God's, who "first loved us " (1 John 4:19). "You did not choose me, but I chose you," Jesus said 

(John 15:16). As Leo the Great (440 AD � 461) said, "Jesus is the hand of God's mercy stretched out to 

us."��

An invitation calls for a choice: acceptance or refusal. This is the theme of the readings at today's Mass. In 

the Old Testament reading, Joshua (whose name, incidentally, is the Hebrew form of Jesus) said to the 

people, "Choose today whom you wish to serve." The "gods beyond the river," no doubt, had their 

attractions; they probably demanded less and could be easily manipulated. Joshua's God was more 

demanding.��

In the gospel reading Jesus asks his disciples to make a similar choice. For Peter there was no contest: 

"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the message of eternal life." But later the same Peter would not be 

so clear�sighted in practice; at a crucial moment he dissociated himself emphatically from Jesus: "I do not 

know the man!" (Matthew 26:74). Later again, even after the Resurrection, he was trying to have it both 

ways, and Paul had to "oppose him to his face, because he stood self�condemned" (Galatians 2:11). 

Clearly, a profession of faith is more easily said than done.��

Joshua had said, "God is a jealous God" (Joshua 24:19). What sense does it make to speak of the jealousy 

of God? It is a large theme in the Old Testament. In one place, ‘Jealousy’ is even said to be God’s name 

(Exodus 34:14). The human emotion of jealousy is usually so neurotic that we have to adjust it 

considerably before applying it to God. When human jealousy goes too far, it elicits weary and dull 

responses: “Of�course�I love you.” If we don't understand God’s jealously we may get into the habit of 

saying the right things, but without sincerity, as in a stale marriage.�

But there is right jealously. If parents saw their daughter getting into an intense friendship with an 

unprincipled ruffian, they would be very jealous indeed! This does not mean that they want to keep her 

locked up forever. They want her to meet people who will not use her as a plaything, but instead respect 

and love her. Their jealousy is an expression of their love. Likewise, God, only infinitely more so.�

God is absolute. This means that God is not prepared to be�part�of anything. A God who was less than 

absolute would only be a plaything for human beings. Likewise, the demands of Jesus are absolute. They 

can be rejected, but they cannot be diluted. Why? Because that is the nature of love.�

God Bless!�

Msgr. J. Riccardo�



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR 

PRAYERS 

� Rose (Spinelli) Zarecky, sister of 

Gene Spinelli of our parish; and Robert 

E. Kotula, Jr., stepson of Sandra L. 

Kotula of our parish, both of whom died 

this past week.�

� Please keep them and their families in your 

prayers.  May their souls rest in  peace.�

�

�

LECTORS AND 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS  

� Lectors or Eucharistic 

Ministers wishing to be placed 

back on the schedule for 

weekend Masses are asked to 

call the office, 814�938�6540, ext. 210.�

� We would like to produce our usual 

schedule and hope to add your name to the list of 

those currently active in these ministries. We look 

forward to your participation.�

� At this time, we are scheduling one Lector 

and two Eucharistic Ministers for each weekend 

Mass. �

�

 

 

FALL BIBLE STUDIES 

� This Fall, the Monday 

evening and Wednesday morning 

Bible Study groups will be 

reading Dr. Ed Sri’s book, A 

Biblical Walk Through The 

Mass. �

� This study focuses on every part of the 

Liturgy and how it is inspired in scripture.  We 

will explore the roots of the Mass, learning why 

we say and do what we do during Mass. Dr. Sri 

has provided teaching DVDs to accompany this 

series.�

� Everyone is invited to come and learn about 

our faith in general and the Liturgy in particular.  

The Monday evening group (last year’s Thursday 

group) will meet at 6pm and the Wednesday 

morning group will meet at 10am. Both sessions 

will be in the Meeting Room. �

� For more information or to sign up for this 

study, please call Patti Spinelli at 814�938�4720. 

We ask you to pre�register so we will be sure to 

have enough materials for everyone.  �

� The study will begin after Labor Day in 

September, dates to be announced.�

� Classes at SSCD 

School will begin for students 

in Grade K through 6 this 

Monday, August 23. Gym will 

be on Tuesday. Athletic apparel should be worn.�

� Preschool classes will begin on Monday, 

August 30th, for Pre�K and on Tuesday, August 31 

for the 3 year old group.� �

� Lunch will cost $2.30 which includes milk. 

For milk only, the cost is $.50. You can apply for 

free or reduced lunches on�line at 

www.compass.state.pa.us�

� �

Lunch Menu:  �

Monday:  Hot Dog in Bun, Baked Beans, Carrot 

Sticks, Pears, Milk�

Tuesday:  Walking Tacos, Lettuce, Salsa, Cheese, 

Apples, Milk�

Wednesday:  Popcorn Chicken, Oven Fries, Mandarin 

Oranges, Milk�

Thursday:  Sloppy Joes, Tossed Salad with 

Cucumbers, Dressings, Banana, Milk�

Friday:  Chicken Fajitas, Lettuce, Cheese, Salsa, 

Cucumbers, Peaches, Milk�

�

School Staff: �

Principal���������������������Heather Kunselman�

School Secretary��������Lisa Phillips�

Preschool �������������������Kerri Presloid�

Preschool Aide�����������Wendy Heberling�

Kindergarten �������������Theresa Pearce �

Kindergarten Aide������Julie Hollenbaugh�

Grade 1�����������������������Jeanine DiPietro�

Grade 2�����������������������Melia Andrulonis�

Grade 3/4��������������������Tasha Manners�

Grade 5/6��������������������Bobbi Young�

2nd & 3rd Grade�Sacramental Preparation ���

�����������������������������������Melia Andrulonis�

Music�������������������������Marcy Sallack�

Custodian�������������������Bud Bofinger�

Cafeteria Manager������Nicole Hetrick�

Maintenance���������������Dan Prutznal and Michael Gmys�

�

� We are excited for the start of school! Our focus 

remains on the health, safety, academic, and spiritual 

needs of our students. We are happy to welcome our 

parents back into our building to drop off their students. 

All visitors will be screened, hand sanitized and masked. �

� Our two new teachers bring their faith�filled 

unique, teaching talents to complete our school staff 

family. The efforts of our teachers, staff and parents are 

reflected in our school enrollment of 130+ students for 

us to teach and love. We appreciate your faith and 

support of our school.� �

� We invite you to become an active member of 

our school family and hope to make you proud of our 

Saints Cosmas and Damian Parish School.�



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILY OF THE PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA 

�

�

�

�

�

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 

� Even though many found the teachings of 

Jesus “difficult”, He did not back down. In our 

families, it is important to say what is difficult to 

hear, to speak the truth with kindness, to correct 

with love and guide with understanding. �

 

SCRIP PROGRAM�

 � Join the Scrip Program and 

earn rebates on all your regular 

purchases and gift giving! �

� Scrip Cash and Carry is 

available in the School office 

Monday through Friday, 7am � 2:30pm�

� You can also use the Scrip “PrestoPay” 

feature that provides electronic delivery options (i.e. 

electronic credit to spend online or refill a 

merchant’s card that you already have in your 

possession). Questions about PrestoPay can be 

directed to the Scrip program coordinator.�

� Thank you for supporting SSCD School 

through your participation in the Scrip Program. �

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 

� Registration for Religious Education 

Classes for this coming school year is currently 

underway. Forms and information have been sent 

to parents.  If you didn’t receive a form, just call 

or stop in the office.�

� If you have any questions about our 

Religious Education Program just call or stop in 

the office.  �

� The first class for all grade 

levels will be Sunday, 

September 12th from 9:15 � 

10:45am.�

��

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

HELP NEEDED 

 We are always in need of substitute 

teachers in our Religious Education Program.  

You could also “team teach” with a current 

teacher.  We are also still looking for a volunteer 

to help out in the office during class time.�

� If you have a few hours a month to give 

and would like to become involved in our 

program, you can contact the office.  Training 

will be provided.  You are needed!   �

� 

 

K OF C SUMMER PICNIC 

� All Knights of Columbus, and any man 

interested in becoming a Knight, are invited to the 

K. of C. Summer Picnic.�

�  It will be held Monday, 

September 13, 6:30pm, at Reschini 

Hall in Walston.�  On the menu is a 

prime rib dinner with corn on the 

cob, baked potatoes, and salad.��

� Those interested in 

attending should get in touch with either Joe 

Nogacek, 814�938�4668, or Joe Defelice, 814�952�

7824, to sign up.� The cost is $15 and must be paid 

by August 31.�

�   For the benefit of those 

who may be ill or unable to 

return to Mass at this time, we 

will continue to live stream the 

last Mass each Sunday. Look for the graphic on 

our parish website, sscdchurch.com, and click the 

link on Sundays at 10am to join. �

� If you have any questions, just call the 

office.�

Download FORMED at no cost to you:�

�

�� Go to formed.org/signup�

�� Select our parish�

�� Register with your name and email 

address�

�� Check that email account for a link to 

begin using FORMED�
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“How do I become a 

Catholic?”  �

� Has anyone ever 

asked you that question?  

� The RCIA (Rite of 

Christian Initiation of 

Adults) answers that question.�

        Classes this year will begin in October and 

will continue until Easter of next year. The 

classes will cover an overview of the Catholic 

faith and the doctrines which are the foundation 

upon which our church and faith are built.�

� Anyone who is interested is welcome to 

come to the first few classes before making a 

decision to commit to the following preparation 

classes for reception into the Catholic Church. �

� Call the office, 814�938�6540, to register or 

just come to the first class, date to be announced.�

��

�

 

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday,  August 28 -  

 Nick & Marcy Gianvito��

�

�

COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH IN LATIN 

AMERICA 

� Thank you for your generous support of the 

Church in Latin America. Your donations last 

weekend amounted to $1,236.55 which will be used 

to share the faith with our brothers and sisters in 

Latin America and the Caribbean.  �

� Your gift makes a difference!�

�

�

OLD READERS DIGEST MAGAZINES 

NEEDED 

� If you have any old Readers Digest 

magazines that you don’t want, please consider 

donating them to our Religious Education Program. 

Mrs. Dahrouge is planning an art project for this 

coming school year using Readers Digest sized 

magazines.   Thanks for your help!�

�

�

OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS �

� Bishop Persico has reinstated 

the obligation to attend Mass in 

person on Sundays and Holy Days 

in the Diocese of Erie.�

� As always, the obligation does 

not apply to those with serious 

illness or health risks, as well as their caregivers.�

 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN  

� To add a name to the Prayer Chain, call Pat 

Rougeux, 814�938�4464 or Anna Smochek, 814�427�

2456.  �

� If you are unable to reach either of them, you 

may call the office weekdays 9am � 4pm.�

�

�

SANCTUARY CLEANERS THIS WEEK 

 Sandy Hinderliter, Mary Claire Johnston, 

Arlene Stewart, Dorothy Vilkinofsky.�

�

�

K OF C FOOTBALL TICKETS 

� The Knights have the 2021 

Football Tickets for sale! Limited 

number available. �

� Anyone interested can contact a 

Knight for a ticket.�Tickets are $10 each and are 

based on NFL football team scores from 

November 7 � January 9.���

�

�

SAINT VINCENT DePAUL WEEKLY FOOD 

DONATION 

� Food donation next Sunday, August 29 � 

Spaghetti.  Thank you for your support!�

�

 

JOIN THE CHOIR! 

� Our Choir is in need of spirit�

filled singers to join our ranks at the 

last Mass on Sundays! The ability to 

read music is not required.�

� We sing at Sunday Masses 

September through May and other special 

occasions throughout the year. Rehearsals are held 

most Thursdays from 6:00 � 7:30pm starting Aug 

26th. �

� We’d love for you to join us; please contact 

Toie Neal at 952�1523.�
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Readings for the Week of  August 22, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-

 19, 20-21, 22-23 [9a]/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-

 32/Jn 6:60-69 

Monday:  1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 

 9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/

 Jn 1:45-51 

Wednesday:  1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab [1]/

 Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday:  1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 

 [14]/Mt 24:42-51 

Friday:  1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12 

 [12a]/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday:  1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/Mt 25:14-30 

Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-

 18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

©LPi 

Visit our Parish Website anytime at  

            www.sscdchurch.com   ��

 

iPhone users Text:  

     ParishApp1 to 800-950-9952 

Android Users Text:   

     ParishApp2 to 800-950-9952 

TWO EASY WAYS TO Stay  

in touch 

with your Parish! 

Download Our NEWEST App!�

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ANALYSIS   

August 8, 2021 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING MEANS 10% �

 Church Offertory�

Envelopes sent 

711�

Adult Envelopes Returned 

182�

Adult 

$4,961.00�

Holy Day 

$1,647.00�

Children 

$6.00�

Loose 

$428.00�

Monthly 

$261.00�

Total 

$7,303.00�

Weekly Goal 

$8,000.00�

Surplus (Deficit) 

($697.00)�

Accumulated(+/�) $3,425.71�

 

Catholic Services Appeal 2021 

2021 Diocesan Assessment  �

$76,000.00�

Total Parish Goal  �

$126,000.00�

Pledged Amt:�

$91,255.00�

Paid on Pledge:�

$84,569.05�

Unpaid Pledges:�

$6,685.95�

Unpledged �

    Donations:�

$11,444.68�

Collected�

     to Date:�

$96,013.73�

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

� If we don’t have your email 

address, or if your address has recently 

changed, please contact us at 

sscdofc@comcast.net so we can add 

you to our address book. �

� We will never share your e�mail address. 

Help us to stay in touch with you!�

�

 

RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 

� A Rosary in  honor of our Lady 

of Fatima is prayed every Tuesday 

evening at 6pm in church. Everyone is 

welcome.  Please join us. �

�

�

USHERS  NEEDED 

� We are in need of additional ushers for the 

4:30pm and 10:00am Masses. Anyone wishing to 

be an usher at Mass can contact the office at 814�

938�6540 or sscdofc@comcast.net to let us know 

your availability and Mass time preference. Thank 

you.  �

�

�

HOSPITAL VISITORS FOR 

THIS WEEK 

Monday � Angela Gigliotti�

Tuesday � Carol Overly�

Wednesday � Karen Burkett�

Thursday � Mary Lou McConnaughey�

Friday � Cathy Smith�

PRAY FOR PRIESTS IN DIOCESE OF ERIE 

�  A monthly calendar is published, listing a 

priest of the Erie Diocese on each day. We are 

asked to remember that priest in our prayers for 

that particular day. �

� The calendars can be found on the 

Diocesan Website at www.eriercd.org and can also 

be found on the tables at the entrances of the 

church or you may stop in the office. �
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Our Specialty is serving you!
Take out available
814-938-0338

Hours: 11:00-9:00pm • Monday - Saturday
206 Elk Run Ave • Punxsutawney

Parishioner

 ALL YOU CAN
  EAT PIZZA, WINGS 
 STROMBOLI, SALAD,
 & DESSERT PIZZAS
 20 OZ. PEPSI PRODUCT INCLUDED 
 SENIORS 55+ 20% DISCOUNT
  CHILDREN UNDER 12, 1/2 PRICE 
 9.99 PLUS TAX BUFFET ONLY
  WEDNESDAY 11AM-2PM

FOX’S PIZZA DEN
(Groundhog Plaza Next to Shop & Save)

207 N. Hampton Ave., Punxsutawney, PA
(814) 618-5653

$12.99 
+ TAX

RALPH A. CARDAMONE, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Board Certified Cardiologist

(814) 765-7577         10 South Second St. • Clearfield, PA 16830

Andrew R. Philliber
Supervisor/ F.D.

Lisa J. Waldron
Funeral Director814-938-0400

McCabe Funeral Home Inc
114 Maple Ave. • Punxsutawney, PA 15767

“Providing families the best care at their worst time.”

“In the Groundhog Plaza”

938-9150

Nikolas A. Kernich, Pharmacist
Gary L. Bowers, Pharmacist

Ask us about blister packaging for your medications
We ship UPS • We deliver to your home!

PA Lottery Available
Find us on Facebook!

Vaccines Available 
walk- ins welcome!

Over 118 Years Old

KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS

COUNCIL #452
Punxsutawney

327 N. Main Street, Punxsutawney 
814-938-3555 | www.smithnaleandco-cpas.com

A Full Service Accounting Firm!

Smith, Nale & Co., Inc.
Certified Public Accountants

We give the service and attention your Business deserves

Competent • Confidential • Committed

Nosker Insurance
Coverage for your most important needs

Karen S. Nosker
Owner

Phone: 814-328-2203 
Cell: 814-541-0221
Fax: 814-328-2978

Email: karen_nosker@us.aflac.com

Excellent Service
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

Celebrating life, one family at a time.
115 E. Union St., Punxsutawney, PA

(814) 938-5421
ShumakerFH.com

Brenda Shumaker, Supervisor

Allemang Realty
938-9667

www.allemangrealty.com

 Appliance Sales, 
 Service & Parts
17944 Route 36, Punxsutawney, PA 15767

814-938-7420
Free Lifetime Service

www.lowmasterandwardeninc.com
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Mahoning Valley 
Milling Co., Inc.

Family Owned for Over 100 Years
Feed Store – Lawn & Garden Supplies
    Hunting-Fishing-Camping Supplies

814-938-8850
Mon-Fri: 8-5 Sat: 8-3

324 Indiana St. Ext. Punxsutawney, PA 15767
www.MahoningValleyMilling.com

Expires 03/31/21
Good only McDonald’s of Clarion, Brookville & Punxsutawney, PA

“Premium Buttermilk Crispy 
Chicken Deluxe Sandwich”

(Buy one, get one FREE)Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568


