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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. • Sunday: 10:00 a.m.
Weekday: 8:30 a.m.

CONFESSIONS

Saturday 3:30−4:00 p.m. & by appointment.

BAPTISMS

Within parish Mass, as well as private, with proper sacramental
preparation three months in advance. Baptismal preparation
sessions are held quarterly.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
FOR ADULTS (RCIA)

Anyone seeking information on becoming a Catholic, please
call Rebecca Flynn at the rectory, 456-6256.

SHARING HEARTS

“We, the parish family of Sacred Heart Church,
are called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
through our words, actions, and witness.”

Prayer Line………………………...Debbie Knecht 504-0294
Jeannie VanBuskirk 866-3235
Prayer Shawl Ministry………....Sr. Ricarda Vincent 456-6256
Writing Notes to Shut-Ins………….Rebecca Flynn 456-6256
Bereavement Ministry ……………..Rebecca Flynn 456-6256
Ivajean Coverdale

SACRED HEART CHURCH

www.sacredhearterie.org

TRI-PARISH SCHEDULE
2018 Upcoming Parish Dates to Remember:
Monday, December 24th :
Christmas Eve Vigil
Masses: 4:30PM at Sacred Heart, 5PM at St. Andrew,
10PM at Sacred Heart.
Tuesday, December 25th: Christmas Day: Masses:
9:30AM at St. Paul, 10AM at Sacred Heart, and 11AM at
St. Andrew.
Monday, December 31st:
Solemnity of Mary Vigil
Mass: 4:30PM at Sacred Heart
Tuesday, January 1st: Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s
Day) Masses: 9:30AM at St. Paul and 11AM at St.
Andrew. (No Mass at Sacred Heart )
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
..And when we give each other Christmas
gifts in His name, let us remember that He
has given us the sun and the moon and the
stars, and the earth with it’s forests and mountains
and oceans - and all that lives and moves upon them.
He has given us all green things and everything that
blossoms and bears fruit - and all that we quarrel
about and all that we have misused - and to save us
from our own foolishness, from all our sins, He came
down to earth and gave us HIMSELF.
(Sigrid Undset)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Family Perspective
Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and rushed to
tell her cousin. Sadly children are often seen as a liability,
“another mouth to feed” or an “obstacle to my career.” It is
said “Christmas is for children.” It is more accurate to say
“Christmas is for adults to appreciate the gift of children!”

WINTERTIME BALL NEWS:
We hope you’ve marked your calendar
and saved the date for the Sacred
Heart Wintertime Ball. As you may
already have heard, this year’s theme, “Wild,
Wild, West 26th”, is to be held at the Sacred
Heart Auditorium, February 2nd from 6:30 to
10:00PM. The cost is only
$20/person and includes wonderful food, music,
dancing, games, and a chance at the ever
popular grand prize of dinner prepared by Fr.
Mark for you and 5 of your friends! This year’s
itinerary is sure to be a barrel of fun! Tickets go
on sale after the weekend Masses beginning
January 5th, but if you want them for Christmas
gifts, just call the Rectory. This is a BYOB event,
so you must be 21.

ERIE, PA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Calling
all Catholic Gentlemen live your
Catholic Faith.
Become a Brother Knight and put your faith
into action!
Councils provide charitable services
supporting
FAITH | FAMILY | COMMUNITY | LIFE
Apply On-Line to receive all the benefits of membership.
Visit KofC.org/Join Or call 814-450-6288 for
membership information. Monthly Meetings each 2 nd
Monday @ 6:30pm in SH Aud
Sacred Heart Council #11818
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Members of the Parish Family,
Everybody loves Christmas! Or perhaps it is more
accurate to say everybody loves their dream of the ideal
Christmas...the greeting card image which is rarely
experienced in real life. Reality has a way of intruding into
all our dreams, often leaving us disappointed. It may be,
that part of the disappointment comes from holding onto
the wrong dreams...at least as far as Christmas is
concerned. We assume that we all know what Christmas is
about or should be about but in fact people can have
different understandings of the meaning of this feast.
Some think that Christmas is a feast for children and that
Christmas loses its luster once the children have grown.
Perhaps this is because we focus on the baby in the
manger. And although the manger has an important
message for us, a problem arises when people stop with
the image of baby Jesus, the infant king, and see
Christmas only as an historical drama being replayed in
2018. Perhaps part of the reason some people find
themselves disappointed with Christmas is that their daily
reality is so different than the sugarcoated images with
which we are bombarded during this season. Whereas,
the reality of Christmas is that it is, first and foremost, a
celebration of the fact that God is present in the ordinary
everyday events of our often humdrum lives. Christmas is
the feast of the incarnation, a time to celebrate the fact that
God chose to share our human life in every way that the
God-Man lived (and lives) among us. So instead of being a
time to escape from reality into some dreamy past,
Christmas is a season to affirm the presence of God in
our own time, in our own place and in our own lives. The
Christ whom we adore at Christmas is no longer the infant
in the manger; he is the risen savior of the universe. This
truth is more awesome than anything we could ever dream
or imagine.
(Sister Ricarda Vincent)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 23RD, 2018

THIS WEEK AT SACRED HEART:
Monday, December 24th
9:00am - Confessions - Sacred Heart
4:30PM– Ken Baer - Family
5:00PM - St. Andrew
10:00PM - For the Parishioners of our Tri-Parish Community
Tuesday, December 25th The Nativity of the Lord
9:30AM - St. Paul
10:00AM - Joan Virgilio - Laura Fosco & Virgilio Family
11:00AM - St. Andrew
Wednesday, December 26th St. Stephen, the First Martyr
8:30 - Natalie Faraglia - Family
Thursday, December 27th St. John
8:30 - Noel Bradley - Robert & Judith Keffer
Friday, December 28th The Holy Innocents
8:30 - Rose Zagenczyk - Fran Pregler
Saturday, December 29th
4:30 - Gustave Hammer - Daughter
Sunday, December 30th The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
10:00 - Norma Webb - Sacred Heart Altar Society

Priest Schedule for
Weekend of December 29th
Confessions: 3:30PM
Mass at 4:30PM - Fr. Mark
Sunday, December 30th, 10:00AM - Msgr. Dan
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sanctuary Candle is burning in memory of†
Joan Virgilio from Fosco & Virgilio Families.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Bread and Wine is being offered in memory of†
Carmella & Luigi Ferrante from Family.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Please remember in your prayers our departed and their
families: Cindy Chapman, daughter of Don & Florence
McLaughlin.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Scripture Readings for Next Week
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Luke 2:41-52

Mass Times
St. Paul’s Church: No Daily Mass.
Saturday: Confessions at 3:30, Mass at 4:30
Sunday: Mass at 9:30AM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Andrew’s Church: Daily Mass at 8:00 on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
in the Annunciation Chapel.
NO Wednesday Mass.
8am mass on the 1st Saturday of the month
in the Annunciation Chapel.
Sunday: 8AM and 11AM

Monday - Confession at 9AM at Sacred Heart
Masses: 4:30 & 10PM at Sacred Heart:; 5PM at St. Andrew
Tuesday - NO Food Pantry
Masses: 9:30AM at St. Paul, 10AM at Sacred Heart,
11AM at St. Andrew
Friday - Church Cleaning Team #8 (Diane Wisinski) on
December 28th in the PM
Sunday - Rosary in the Reservation Chapel at 9:15AM
Faith Sharing Group in Findlay Rm at 11AM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PLEASE DON’T FORGET
YOUR GIFT CARDS !
Get them in the Sacristy after Mass or in the
office during regular office hours. The more
you buy, the more you help our Parish
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christmas concert to feature Daniel
Cabanillas
All are welcome to attend “A Holiday Night to
Remember" Dec. 27 at 7:30 p.m., featuring tenor Daniel
Cabanillas and a live 20-piece orchestra at St. George
Church, 5145 Peach St., Erie. Tickets are $25 per
person. A ticket purchase entitles the bearer to a $5
discount off a CD. For tickets, go to www.eventbrite.com
and search for Cabanillas concert. For more information
about the event, call the parish office at 814-864-0622.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Volunteers needed at St. Martin Center
Erie’s St. Martin Center, Inc. food pantry program is in
need of volunteers to help continue its mission. We see
clients on both an emergency basis and during scheduled
appointments each day between 9 a.m. and noon and 1
to 3:30 p.m. Volunteers also are needed to assist twice a
month with the senior citizen food box day. Some heavy
lifting is required to transport boxes to vehicles. If
interested, contact Stacey Hellmann at
452-6113,
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER COURSE....Are you interested in
improving your prayer life? Does your prayer time
feel stale? Are you at a loss for time to pray, or the right
words sometimes? Are you interested in deepening your
relationship with God? Come join us for a refreshing
prayer course that will surely give you some helpful ideas
and inspiration. We will meet in the Sacred Heart
Auditorium beginning Thursday, January 24, from 7:00 to
8:30 p.m., for a short video and discussion about how to
make the most of our prayer time. The cost if free and
the benefits are priceless! Hope to see you there!
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A Christmas Blessing

-May there be harmony in all your relationships. May
sharp words, envious thoughts, and hostile feelings be
dissolved.
-May you give and receive love generously. May this love
echo in your heart like the joy of church bells on a clear
December day.
-May each person who comes into your life be greeted as
another Christ. May the honor given the Babe of
Bethlehem be that which you extend to every guest who
enters your presence.
-May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul.
May it be a foundation of courage for you when times of
distress occupy your inner land.
-May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be
awakened within you. May it lead you to renewed
awareness and appreciation of whatever you too easily
take for granted.
-May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened
as you gather with your family and friends around the
table of festivity and nourishment..
-May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for
the hidden treasures it contains.
-May the coming year be one of good health for you. May
you have energy and vitality. May you care well for your
body, minds, and spirit.
-May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust
this Luminescent Presence to guide and direct you each
day.
-May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit
the One who offers you peace. May you bring this peace
into our world.
-Joyce Rupp
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ATTENTION PRAYER SHAWL MEMBERS:
Because of the upcoming holiday, our
meeting for December will be canceled.
Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, January 16th, 2019. Please
mark it on your calendar so you can attend.
We miss you! See you next year!!!!!
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Don't be afraid to ask for things from God
in prayer, pope says
By Carol Glatz Catholic News Service

No one should be afraid to turn to God with prayer, especially in
times of great doubt, suffering and need, Pope Francis said.
Jesus does not want people to become numb to life's problems
and "extinguish" those things that make them human when they
pray, the pope said Dec. 12 during his weekly general audience
in the Paul VI audience hall.
"He does not want us to smother our questions and requests,
learning to put up with everything. Instead, he wants every pain,
every apprehension to rise up to heaven and become a
dialogue" with God, the father, he said.
Continuing a new series of audience talks on the Our Father,
the pope reflected on the simplicity of the prayer and the way it
addresses God with intimate familiarity.
With this prayer, Jesus shows an "audacious" way to address
God immediately as "our Father" without any pomp and
"preambles," the pope said.
"He doesn't say to turn to God calling him 'O, the All-Powerful' or
'O, the One on high,' or 'O, You who are so far from us and I am
the wretched one ....'"
"No. He doesn't say that, but simply (uses) the word, 'Father,'
with great simplicity, like children who turn to their daddy. This
word, 'Father,' expresses intimacy, filial trust," he said.
The prayer invites people to pray in a way that "lets all the
barriers of subjection and fear fall away," he added.
While the Our Father is rooted in "the concrete reality" of every
human being, prayer, in essence, begins with life itself.
"Our first prayer, in a certain way, was the first wail that came
with our first breath" as a , and it signals every human being's
destiny: "our continual hunger, our continual thirst, our constant
search for happiness."
Prayer is found wherever there is a deep hunger, longing,
struggle and the question, "why?" Pope Francis said.
"Jesus does not want to extinguish (what is) human, he does
not want to anesthetize" the person in prayer, he said. Jesus
understands that having faith is being able to "cry out."
"We all should be like Bartimaeus in the Gospel," he said. This
blind man in Jericho kept crying out to the Lord for help even
though everyone around him told him to be quiet and not bother
Jesus, who -- they felt -- ought not be disturbed because he was
so busy.
Bartimaeus did not listen and only cried out louder "with holy
insistence," the pope said. Jesus listened to his plea and told
him his faith is what saved him.
The pope said this shows how the cry for healing is an essential
part of salvation, because it shows the person has faith and
hope and is "free from the desperation of those who do not
believe there is a way out of so many unbearable situations."
"We can tell him everything, even those things in our life that are
distorted and beyond comprehension. He promised us that he
would always be with us," he said.
When greeting visitors at the end of the audience, the pope
greeted all those from Mexico and Latin America, noting that
Dec. 12 marked the feast "of our patroness," Our Lady of
Guadalupe. He asked that she help people surrender
themselves to God's love and to place all of their hope in him.
Greeting visitors the pope met with a delegation from Panama,
representing the upcoming World Youth Day events in January,
and he greeted a delegation of Austrian members of parliament
who were marking the 200th anniversary of the song "Silent
Night," whose melody was composed by an Austrian school
teacher.
The pope said that "with its profound simplicity, this song helps
us understand the event of that holy night. Jesus, the savior,
born in Bethlehem, reveals to us the love of God the father."

An Open Enrollment College:
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College student home for summer?
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Juniors/Seniors
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TRY OUR NEW SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
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THIS SPACE IS

Reliable, experienced and compassionate
in-home care offered 24/7.
Your locally owned source for in-home care.

814-920-4492

www.homeaidesnow.com

TIM BARRETT
Parishioner
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Sacred Heart Church
Membership Form

Name ____________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________

❐ New Parishioner
❐ New Phone
❐ New Address
❐ Moving, please remove
from mailing list.

Welcome. We extend our hearts to you here, celebrating with us at Sacred Heart, whether longtime parishioner or newly arrived in the parish,
We thank God you are with us! If you are not registered, please fill out this form and bring or mail it to the parish office or place in the
collection basket. We will make arrangements for your registration. New phone numbers and address change information are also appreciated.
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