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Today is the Seventh Sunday
of Easter. After Jesus was
taken from their sight, the
eleven remaining apostles returned to Jerusalem, where,
as Jesus told them in previous verses, they wait
to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. Luke’s notation that their walk from the Mount of Olives to
Jerusalem is a Sabbath’s day journey (about a
thousand yards) shows that they still see themselves as faithful Jews. His naming of the apostles forges a link with the Gospel; they are the
eyewitnesses who know Jesus personally and
can also attest to his death and resurrection. Other people are with the eleven, among them women disciples who assisted Jesus during his public
ministry and witnessed his death and resurrection. Mary, Jesus’ mother, is the only one named
in this account. All of those present in the upper
room unite together in prayer as they await the
baptism by the Holy Spirit. Once again, note that
women are present along with the apostles.
Where are they in the church today, along with
the clergy???

Though there were early persecution of Christians by Roman authorities, the sufferings described in this passage seem more likely to be
ones imposed by the local Gentile population on
recent converts to Christianity. As the baptized
readjust their views and priorities to those of Jesus and make the serious lifestyle changes that
discipleship requires, they become targets of derision by their former neighbors and associates.
Peter reframes all of this as a blessing. Persecution for belief in Christ and living an openly Christian life is a good thing. It is proof that the Spirit of
God is resting upon them and that they are sharing Christ’s suffering. Through all of this suffering,
Peter extols them to display joy. This is what the
Christian is all about. The question we have to
ask ourselves in the contemporary church is are
we distinguished from others by the joy that we
manifest?

In today’s gospel, we see Jesus at his last meal
with “his own” shortly before his arrest. He has
been speaking to them for three chapters and
John has just announced that his “hour” is 
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coming and that when it does they will abandon
him. Then Jesus begins suddenly speaking with
his Father, with whom he existed “in the beginning and whom he trusts to be with him during his
hour.” There is something mystical about overhearing Jesus’ part of their conversation. Glory is
the theme that runs through this prayer. He glorified his Father by witnessing to him and revealing
him to the world during his public ministry, and
now as his hour approaches, he asks his Father
to glorify him. In the context of Johns gospel,
“glory” is more than fame and prestige. Jesus is
asking not only that the Father be with him as he
completes his mission, but that his divine status,
his preexistence with God, and the intimate nature of his relationship with the Father become
visible on earth. In the second part of the prayer,
Jesus’ thoughts turn again to his disciples. 

Monday is Memorial Day and the parish office will
be closed. 

Cardinal Blasé Cupich, archbishop of Chicago,
has written a memo to all staff in the archdiocese
nothing that there is an estimated $45 million in
parish shortfalls as the pandemic stretches on,
warning that nonpayment of assessments will
“accelerate” parish/school closings²a likely fallout across the U S church. 

Pope Francis continues to downplay the pomp
and pageantry that has become so connected to
the papacy. In the 2020 edition of Annuario Pontificio, the annual Vatican yearbook, the titles of
the pope have always begun with “Vicar of Christ,
Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church, Primate
of Italy, etc.” The pope has dropped these titles
and refers to himself, more correctly, as the Bishop of Rome. Again, the backlash against him
continues. German cardinal Gerhard Muller, said
the downgrading was a “theological barbarism!”

Mary’s House is a small stone building high in the
mountains above Ephesus, Turkey, and is believed by Scripture scholars to be where John
took her after the crucifixion and where she eventually died. I have had the privilege of celebrating
Mass in the tiny chapel adjacent to the house. It
sits way up the mountain and is one of the most
peaceful places I’ve ever been. Waste Management has announced that they are building a disposal facility very close to the house which will
have the capacity of 2,000 tons of waste a day.
The house is sacred to both Christians and to 

Muslims, but the Turkish government appears
unwilling to back down on the proposed facility. I
have to tell you that the few times I have been
there I have found it to be one of the most peaceful places on earth. When we first started going
there it was a dirt road up the mountain and very
few people. Now they have built a super highway,
huge parking lots, concessions and thousand
from the cruise ships come daily, ruining the
peace.

During the month of March, our Food Pantry
served 548 families which included 58 new clients. We distributed 13,361 pounds of food at a
cost to the parish of $1,084.78. You will notice
that this cost is about double from what it has
been in the previous months. This is because we
now have to purchase milk and eggs from Second Harvest, whereas in the past, the government covered these costs. In addition, our cost of
food from Second Harvest has increased by five
cents per pound and that adds up. I’m particularly
grateful to our volunteers who were willing to
come in during the coronavirus quarantine and
serve these families. Without that food, many of
them would have been in dire straights. I’m also
very grateful to you for your ongoing support of
this effort. Any time we help God’s poor and marginalized, he smiles on us and has a tendency to
overlook our failings. Your generosity in this area
is something I’ve never experienced before. 

Two elderly women were out driving in a large
car²both could barely see over the dashboard.
As they were cruising along, they came to a major intersection. The stop light was red, but they
just went on through. The woman in the passenger seat thought to herself, “I must be losing it,
but I would have sworn we just went through a
red light.” After a few more minutes, they came to
another major intersection and the light was red
again. Again, they went right through. The woman in the passenger seat was getting more and
more concerned that she was losing it, but at the
next intersection, sure enough the light was red
and they went through. She turned to the other
woman and said, “Mildred, did you know that we
just ran through three red lights in a row? You
could have killed us both.” Mildred turned to her
and said, “Oh, am I driving?”

OFFERTORY:
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$75,305.00

Thank you for your incredible generosity. 

DAN BREWER
PAINTING
814-392-6362

Custom Made Blinds - Shades- Shutters

Dr. Maria Orlando
Dr. Carla Orlando

Call Harry Grab

814-864-0748

DANBREWERPAINTING.COM

3235 West 38th St., • Erie, PA

(814) 833-8860

DUSCKAS FUNERAL HOME

Our Basic Services:
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control
Tree/Shrub Fertilization & Insect/Disease Control
Perimeter Pest Control

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656
Gary J Cumming, Spvr.

814-860-6393

2004.ctf@gmail.com

536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

www.comturf.com

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

MICHAEL J. NIES
Attorney at Law
504 State Street
459-1138

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL
WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

"Grounded in Customer Satisfaction"
Everything from 5 Volts to Lighting Bolts
Serving the Greater Erie Area
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
814.453.6893 License #PA074103

814-459-0004

Parishioner

814-452-6800

www.room33.bar

(814) 636-5062 • 1033 State Street, Erie

PA#8279

“We Treat Your Home Like It’s Our Own”
Since 1952
814-209-7484
nerthlings.com

Vicke & Kevin Marz, Innkeepers

1450 W. 21st Street, Erie, PA 16502
P: (814) 454-2883 F: (814) 456-6710

562-235-5968
www.VictoriaInnErie.com

pattiemarchant@howardhanna.com

HAGAN

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

Bed and Breakfast

401 Peach Street - Erie, PA

Braendel
SERVICES, INC.
814-459-2856
Painting
Roofing
Remodeling
Kitchens
Baths

BraendelServices.com

An ESOP Company

LOESEL-SCHAAF
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
3537 West 12th St. • Erie, PA

(814) 833-5433 • FAX (814) 838-6172
Patrick G. Wachter
Email: pwachter@LSinsure.com

Any Problem
Any Time
Anywhere

(814) 836-0001
www.tjsplumbing.com
2-D-3-2

Victoria Inn

Quality
Ready-M
ixe
Concre d
te

16 full service
offices in Erie County
1-877-672-5678

838-3588

Pattie Marchant, Realtor®

814-460-0916

PA 5052

Justin Magill • 821 State Street, Erie • 814-461-6414

Serving Erie Area Families Since 1923

“Serving the Erie Area Since 1902”

For All Your
Home Improvement Needs

Estate Planning • Wills
Estate Administration
Free Will Review

2976 West Lake Road

Plumbing
814-866-3306

business machines

305 West 6th Street
Erie PA 16507
www.edwinwsmith.com

Entrées/Small Plates - Libations
Happy Hour Specials- Live Music

W.H. Motsch
& Son, Inc.

It’s All About How You Want to Live

Call for Details

Monuments and Granite Countertops

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning
On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

PA# 104809

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

1317 State St.
Erie, PA 16501

814-459-4276

calamaris-squidrow.com

1313 Harper Dr.
Erie, PA 16506

814-833-3033

caliswestcatering.com

14-1195

