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    Saint Patrick Parish        �

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837�

      Daily Mass: Monday�Thursday 8 AM�

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM       �

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM�
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From�

the �

Pastor’s �

Desk…�

�

Today is Pentecost, a Jewish 

feast that was celebrated 50 

days after Passover and was 

one of three pilgrimage feasts 

that, if possible, Jews were to 

celebrate in Jerusalem. Jesus’ disciples are in 

the city awaiting the Holy Spirit. His coming is 

manifested by noise and fire, typical biblical met-

aphors for the divine presence. The noise that 

fills the whole house is not exactly a violent rush-

ing wind, but is “like” such a wind just as the 

tongues are “like” fire. The event should prove to 

us once again that human language limps when it 

tries to communicate the reality that is happen-

ing. On Pentecost, when the Spirit fills the disci-

ples, it gives them new languages to preach 

about Jesus. The rest of the reading describes 

the effect of the disciples’ preaching on “devout 

Jews from every nation under heaven.” Each per-

son is bewildered and astonished as he hears 

Galileans speaking his native language. Here we 

see the Spirit redressing the human situation that 

began at Babel. There God came down and 

thwarted the plan of the “sons of Adam,” the plan 

to live in God’s realm, by confusing their lan-

guages and scattering them over the earth. On 

Pentecost, God comes down and restores com-

munication among the nations.�

�

In this section of his letter, Paul writes to the very 

divided Corinthian community about the Spirit 

who is at work in each of them. Indeed, it was the 

Spirit who led them to recognize Jesus’ divinity 

and to acknowledge it openly by being baptized. 

The results of this are the individual charisms 

each possess, and how God uses them together 

for the good of all. The text highlights how the 

baptized develop and exercise their unique gifts, 

and how God orchestrates their efforts for divine 

purposes. Paul warns that internal divisions blur 

the image that a community projects. One source 

of disunity is that some consider their gift to be 

more important than those of others. Another is 

the persistent use of categories like national and 

ethnic labels, distinctions that have no place 

among the baptized. �

�

When Jesus appears to his disciples they are be-

hind locked doors for fear of what the religious�
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From the Pastor’s Desk continued…�

�

authorities who orchestrated his crucifixion might 

now do to them. Unexpectedly, Jesus comes into 

the room and his first words are “Peace be with 

you.” While this greeting was common in the bibli-

cal world, in John’s gospel it proffers the profound 

peace that the world cannot give. It drives away 

fear and works all things together for the good of 

all. This is the peace that God planned for crea-

tion in the beginning, that was disrupted by hu-

man failure to recognize the Creator, and that is 

now restored by Jesus’ resurrection. The 

shocked disciples do not immediately grasp that it 

is Jesus until they see the scars on his body. He 

then breathes the Holy Spirit on them and sends 

them forth to continue the mission given him by 

his Father.�

�

As many of you may know, during the shutdown 

of all the churches during the coronavirus, we 

were able to live stream our Sunday 10:30 AM 

Mass. The first Sunday we did that, over 1,500 

people watched the video! I was quite frankly 

blown away by the number. This broadcast of the 

Mass was made possible through the generosity 

of Morgan and Kathy Jacox. We purchased sev-

eral cameras, a computer to operate them, had to 

wire the church, etc. The genius behind all of this 

was parishioner Jamey Stewart, owner of Mega 

Media Factory and constantly at his side helping 

him was our own Tom Golab. I’m extremely 

grateful to all of them for making this happen. We 

are going to continue live streaming the Sunday 

10:30 Mass.�

�

In light of that, someone has to sit at a computer 

in the sacristy and coordinate the cameras. There 

are several pre�sets, so it is merely a matter of 

pressing a key when someone does a reading, 

another when the choir sings, another when Mark 

is playing the pipe organ, etc. I’d love to have a 

couple of volunteers who have some expertise in 

computers who would be willing to do this. If we 

are able to get 4 or 5 people, then each one 

would only have to do it once a month. If anyone 

is interested, please contact the parish office and 

once we get a group together, we’ll have a train-

ing session. �

�

Now that spring is here, it’s time to clean up the 

church and rectory grounds and get everything 

looking good again. It’s just so nice to see every-

thing green, flowers in bloom, etc. The area in 

front of the church and rectory between the side-

walk and the street is owned by the city. We had�

all of that planted nicely with grass, but late last 

fall, the water department dug it all up and never 

re�seeded it. All winter that area was a muddy 

mess. We’ve re�seeded it now and hopefully it 

will take hold. We’ve also re�seeded along the 

edges of the sidewalk where the salt from the 

winter destroyed the grass.�

�

Cardinal Mark Ouellet, prefect of the Vatican 

Congregation for Bishops, was interviewed re-

cently in which he said “We must radically 

change how priests interact with women,” which 

is why “during formation (ie., the seminary) it is 

important that there is contact, discussion and 

exchanges with women.” He added that having 

women on seminary formation teams as profes-

sors and counselors, “would help a candidate in-

teract with women in a natural way, including  

facing the challenge represented by the presence 

of women, attraction to a woman, etc.” “Isolating 

future priests from women is never a good idea,” 

he said, “and is no preparation for them entering 

ministry.” Asked whether he agreed with the no-

tion that if women had been involved in seminary 

formation long ago, it could have helped prevent 

the sexual abuse scandal, the cardinal said, 

“there certainly is some truth in that because man 

is an effective being. If interaction between the 

sexes is missing, there is a risk of developing 

compensations, which can “express themselves 

in the exercise of power or in closed relation-

ships, a closure that becomes manipulation and 

control and which gave rise to the abuse.” He 

said that “seminaries have to drastically change 

the way they educate future clergy and the inclu-

sion of women at every step is vital.”�

�

Because of an early deadline for the bulletin, last 

week’s finances will be posted next week. �

�

When you enter the rectory, you come into a 

small vestibule which has been sadly neglected. 

At some point, they put up plywood paneling. We 

have found the original drawings and are restor-

ing it to what it was as well as adding a new 

wooden front door to the rectory. �

�

Some questions and  answers from AARP. Ques-

tion: “Where can men over the age of 70 find 

younger women who are interested in them?” An-

swer: “Try a bookstore, under Fiction.” Question: 

“How can you increase the heart rate of your over

�70 year�old husband?” Answer: “Tell him you’re 

pregnant.” Question: “How can you avoid that ter-

rible curse of the elderly wrinkles?” Answer: 

“Take off your glasses.”�
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