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Today is the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The
Promised Land was an international battleground throughout most of biblical history.
The great civilizations that occupied Egypt and
Mesopotamia envied its strategic position on the
bridge of land that connected them. Beginning in
the 8th century BC, the Egyptians, Assyrians,
Babylonians and the Persians sought control.
Then Alexander the Great came and established
the Greek empire and it is now that Zechariah announces that the Lord will send a savior who will
bring justice and peace to this land. The king will
arrive seated on a donkey as a sign of his opposition to war; if he chose a horse, that was the
animal used in war and he would indicate he was
a warrior not someone to bring peace. The
prophet commands Jerusalem, also called Zion,
to “shout for joy” because this king will take the
option of war off the table. 

The focus of our second reading is the mystery of
the mutual indwelling of the Spirit in the baptized
and the baptized in the Spirit. Christians will fully
understand and experience this reality only when
Christ returns. Meanwhile, they must remember
that this Spirit living within them is the same spirit
that raised Christ from the dead. Competing with
this Spirit for their attention and having the advantage because it is familiar to them is the
“flesh.” The Greek word Paul uses denotes the
fragile human body that comes from the earth
and returns to it. Those who live “according to the
flesh” allow temporal realities to determine their
choices and fix their destiny. Because they ignore
the Spirit, they cannot resist the body’s natural
desires, and do follow its path of least resistance.
Their thoughts are earthbound, narrow and shabby, their life a vain shadow of what it could be if
they lived according to the Spirit. 

In the verses just preceding today’s gospel, Jesus reproaches Capernaum, the home base for
his ministry in Galilee because they do not heed
his teachings, even after they see his mighty
deeds. His reference to the “little ones” are, in
Matthew’s mind, the disciples who commit their
life totally to him. He invites them to come to him, 
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take up his yoke, and find rest with him. Their
burdens are most likely the 613 rules taught by
the Pharisees who do not lift a finger to help people carry them out. In contrast, Jesus’ teachings
are simple and straightforward, and he accompanies his disciples as they put them into practice.
The phrase, “humble of heart,” conveys that he is
not a leader who makes his superior position²
his divinity²felt by his coworkers. Unlike the
boss who piles work upon his subordinates, Jesus notices when his disciples become weary
and eases their load. He is the Messiah who
Zechariah prophesized: he provides for their
needs as they strive to bring peace and justice
into a world inclined to war. 

I think you are all aware that we have cancelled
the 2020 Irish Festival because of the ongoing
threat of the coronavirus. This was not an easy
decision, but the correct one. Gary and Becky
Johnson have been working for months as chairs
of this year’s festival to make things even better
than it has been, but their plans will all be saved
and utilized next year. We passed the point
where we could have adequate baked goods,
jewelry, etc. as well as assembling all of the volunteers who would be needed. I use the income
from the festival to pay some of our diocesan assessments and will have to find another source
for that money this year. We’re ok here, but I suspect that some of our parishes depend on their
annual festival income to keep the parish running, and may encounter some serious financial
challenges as a result of there being no festival. 

A report in the journal Population Studies by Eric
Sammons observes, “Only 2% of kids whose fathers don’t practice the faith will end up practicing
the faith.” While many studies highlight the significant influence of others in other areas, research
points to a distinctive edge that fathers have on
their children’s religious outlook. If dads disengage from the faith; the children will eventually do
the same. 

Some reflections on the Coronavirus lockdown:
“I’m as bored as an Amish electrician.” …
“Ontario has banned groups larger than 5. If
you’re a family of 6, you’re all about to find out
who’s the least favorite.” … “The longer this goes
on, the harder it will be to return to a society
where pants and bras are required.” … “Happy
Hour is starting earlier and earlier. If this keeps
up, I’ll be pouring wine in my cereal.”



The Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in loving memory of 
Robert McCarthy
from family
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Ministry Schedule
Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 5:00 pm
Lector: Barbara Brairton 
Eucharistic Minister: Barbara Brairton, Carol Habas



Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 8:00 am
Lector: Fred Olds
Eucharistic Minister: Kathryn Olds, Bill Gloekler


Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 10:30 am
Lector: Dario Cipriani
Eucharistic Minister: Dario Cipriani, 1 

A Family Perspective²
Today’s gospel is about being missionaries. As Jesus accepted his mission,
parents accept the mission of raising a
family. Parents are not alone in this exhausting and
difficult vocation. Today Jesus calls us to himself
when he invites us to “Come to me and I will give you rest.”

Stewardship

Due to early publication deadlines offertory will
reported in the July 12th bulletin

DAN BREWER
PAINTING
814-392-6362

Custom Made Blinds - Shades- Shutters

Dr. Maria Orlando
Dr. Carla Orlando

Call Harry Grab

3235 West 38th St., • Erie, PA

814-864-0748

DANBREWERPAINTING.COM
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Tree/Shrub Fertilization & Insect/Disease Control
Perimeter Pest Control
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www.dusckasfuneralhome.com
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Serving the Greater Erie Area
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814.453.6893 License #PA074103

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL

W.H. Motsch
& Son, Inc.
Plumbing
814-866-3306

“Serving the Erie Area Since 1902”
It’s All About How You Want to Live

Call for Details

WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

Pattie Marchant, Realtor®

814-459-0004

814-460-0916

pattiemarchant@howardhanna.com

Parishioner

814-452-6800

305 West 6th Street
Erie PA 16507
www.edwinwsmith.com

Victoria Inn

THIS SPACE IS

HAGAN

business machines

copy • fax • print • scan
postage • mailing

document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

Bed and Breakfast

Vicke & Kevin Marz, Innkeepers

Entrées/Small Plates - Libations
Happy Hour Specials- Live Music

401 Peach Street - Erie, PA

562-235-5968
www.VictoriaInnErie.com

www.room33.bar

(814) 636-5062 • 1033 State Street, Erie

For All Your
Home Improvement Needs

Braendel
SERVICES, INC.
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“We Treat Your Home Like It’s Our Own”
Since 1952
814-209-7484
nerthlings.com
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Painting
Roofing
Remodeling
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Baths

BraendelServices.com

16 full service
offices in Erie County
1-877-672-5678

Monuments and Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Road

838-3588

Serving Erie Area Families Since 1923

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

Any Problem
Any Time
Anywhere

(814) 836-0001
www.tjsplumbing.com
2-D-3-2

PA# 104809

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

1317 State St.
Erie, PA 16501
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calamaris-squidrow.com
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Erie, PA 16506

814-833-3033
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