
 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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 Saint Patrick Parish        �

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837�

      Daily Mass: Monday�Thursday 8 AM�

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM       �

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM�

St. Patrick Church �

Summer 2020�



From�

the �

Pastor’s �

Desk…�

�

Today is the Fourteenth Sun-

day in Ordinary Time. The 

Promised Land was an inter-

national battleground through-

out most of biblical history. 

The great civilizations that occupied Egypt and 

Mesopotamia envied its strategic position on the 

bridge of land that connected them. Beginning in 

the 8th century BC, the Egyptians, Assyrians, 

Babylonians and the Persians sought control. 

Then Alexander the Great came and established 

the Greek empire and it is now that Zechariah an-

nounces that the Lord will send a savior who will 

bring justice and peace to this land. The king will 

arrive seated on a donkey as a sign of his oppo-

sition to war; if he chose a horse, that was the 

animal used in war and he would indicate he was 

a warrior not someone to bring peace. The 

prophet commands Jerusalem, also called Zion, 

to “shout for joy” because this king will take the 

option of war off the table. �

�

The focus of our second reading is the mystery of 

the mutual indwelling of the Spirit in the baptized 

and the baptized in the Spirit. Christians will fully 

understand and experience this reality only when 

Christ returns. Meanwhile, they must remember 

that this Spirit living within them is the same spirit 

that raised Christ from the dead. Competing with 

this Spirit for their attention and having the ad-

vantage because it is familiar to them is the 

“flesh.” The Greek word Paul uses denotes the 

fragile human body that comes from the earth 

and returns to it. Those who live “according to the 

flesh” allow temporal realities to determine their 

choices and fix their destiny. Because they ignore 

the Spirit, they cannot resist the body’s natural 

desires, and do follow its path of least resistance. 

Their thoughts are earthbound, narrow and shab-

by, their life a vain shadow of what it could be if 

they lived according to the Spirit. �

�

In the verses just preceding today’s gospel, Je-

sus reproaches Capernaum, the home base for 

his ministry in Galilee because they do not heed 

his teachings, even after they see his mighty 

deeds. His reference to the “little ones” are, in 

Matthew’s mind, the disciples who commit their 

life totally to him. He invites them to come to him, �
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LITURGY INTENTIONS�

 July 4   Saturday, Vigil: 14

th 

Sunday in Ordinary Time �
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 July 5   Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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From the Pastor’s Desk continued…�

�

take up his yoke, and find rest with him. Their 

burdens are most likely the 613 rules taught by 

the Pharisees who do not lift a finger to help peo-

ple carry them out. In contrast, Jesus’ teachings 

are simple and straightforward, and he accompa-

nies his disciples as they put them into practice. 

The phrase, “humble of heart,” conveys that he is 

not a leader who makes his superior position�

his divinity�felt by his coworkers. Unlike the 

boss who piles work upon his subordinates, Je-

sus notices when his disciples become weary 

and eases their load. He is the Messiah who 

Zechariah prophesized: he provides for their 

needs as they strive to bring peace and justice 

into a world inclined to war. �

�

I think you are all aware that we have cancelled 

the 2020 Irish Festival because of the ongoing 

threat of the coronavirus. This was not an easy 

decision, but the correct one. Gary and Becky 

Johnson have been working for months as chairs 

of this year’s festival to make things even better 

than it has been, but their plans will all be saved 

and utilized next year. We passed the point 

where we could have adequate baked goods, 

jewelry, etc. as well as assembling all of the vol-

unteers who would be needed. I use the income 

from the festival to pay some of our diocesan as-

sessments and will have to find another source 

for that money this year. We’re ok here, but I sus-

pect that some of our parishes depend on their 

annual festival income to keep the parish run-

ning, and may encounter some serious financial 

challenges as a result of there being no festival. �

�

A report in the journal Population Studies by Eric 

Sammons observes, “Only 2% of kids whose fa-

thers don’t practice the faith will end up practicing 

the faith.” While many studies highlight the signifi-

cant influence of others in other areas, research 

points to a distinctive edge that fathers have on 

their children’s religious outlook. If dads disen-

gage from the faith; the children will eventually do 

the same. �

�

Some reflections on the Coronavirus lockdown: 

“I’m as bored as an Amish electrician.” … 

“Ontario has banned groups larger than 5. If 

you’re a family of 6, you’re all about to find out 

who’s the least favorite.” … “The longer this goes 

on, the harder it will be to return to a society 

where pants and bras are required.” … “Happy 

Hour is starting earlier and earlier. If this keeps 

up, I’ll be pouring wine in my cereal.”�

Stewardship 

Due to early publication deadlines offertory will                    

reported in the July 12th bulletin��

�

The Sanctuary Lamp �

burns in loving memory of �

Robert McCarthy�

from family�

Ministry Schedule�

Saturday, July 11, 2020 at 5:00 pm�

Lector:  Barbara Brairton �

Eucharistic Minister:  Barbara Brairton, Carol Habas�

��

Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 8:00 am�

Lector:  Fred Olds�

Eucharistic Minister:  Kathryn Olds, Bill Gloekler�

�

Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 10:30 am�

Lector:  Dario Cipriani�

Eucharistic Minister:  Dario Cipriani, 1 �������

A Family Perspective��

Today’s gospel is about being mission-

aries. As Jesus accepted his mission, 

parents accept the mission of raising a 

family. Parents are not alone in this exhausting and 

difficult vocation. Today Jesus calls us to himself 

when he invites us to “Come to me and I will give you rest.”�
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