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From�

the �

Pastor’s �

Desk…�

�

Today is the Fifteenth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time. Israel be-

came convinced of the effec-

tiveness of the “Word of the 

Lord” when prophetic an-

nouncements of the fall of their northern and 

southern kingdoms were fulfilled. Some of these 

prophecies came from First Isaiah, who worked in 

Jerusalem in the eighth century BC. Today’s 

reading is from the prophet called Second Isaiah 

who worked in Babylon in the sixth century BC 

and whose oracles are found in Isaiah 40�55. 

Second Isaiah’s metaphor of the rain and snow 

apply conveys the invisible divine image of a dy-

namic presence in human history. Each year they 

watch the snow melt, the rains come and the 

parched desert wilderness burst into bloom. They 

marvel as the dried�up earth brings forth food and 

seed. The prophet assures them that, no matter 

how arid and hopeless their situation appears to 

be, God is at work in it, bringing to fulfillment the 

divine plan. �

�

In our second reading from Paul’s Letter to the 

Romans, Paul seems to be working with the max-

im, “misery loves company.” He tells the baptized 

that they are not the only ones who are suffering 

from the limitations and distresses of life. All crea-

tion, which is this passage denotes everything 

that God made, except people, is suffering with 

them. He bases all of this on Genesis where God 

creates people in his image and gives them re-

sponsibility for what happens to the earth. In 

Genesis 3, the earth is cursed because of the 

first couple’s sin. Today, in Romans, Paul preach-

es that creation’s hope is the sons and daughters 

of God and it awaits their unveiling with eager ex-

pectation. For Paul, these are the baptized. What 

sustains them are the first fruits of the Spirit, 

which they received in Baptism. And yet, Chris-

tians groan because these moments of grace 

leave them restless and dissatisfied with beauty 

and pleasure that fades. Instead, they look for-

ward to the resurrection of the dead and the lift of 

the world to come. �

�

The gospel unfolds in three parts: telling of the 

parable of the sower, an explanation of why Je-

sus teaches in parables and the interpretation of �
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From the Pastor’s Desk continued…�

�

the parable. Key to understanding all of this is the 

significance of “bearing fruit” in Matthew’s gospel; 

namely, fruit is what one brings to the final judg-

ment as evidence that he or she is Jesus’ disci-

ple.�

�

Our parish Food Pantry served 487 families dur-

ing the month of May. We distributed 29,423 

pounds of food at a cost to the parish of $998.50. 

I have been amazed at the donations that so�

many of you have contributed to our Food Pantry 

during this economically challenging time. Your 

generosity in this area is incredible and, as I’ve 

said many times, God smiles in a special way on 

those who care for his poor. �

�

Our number of weddings for this summer has de-

clined dramatically. I think we originally had 23 

and are now down to 8. Most of the others have 

moved their wedding to next year, so 2021 is re-

ally booked heavy. In fact, we are at the point 

that we can’t take any more reservations for 

2021. I might be able to find a spot here or there 

but it will be limited to what is left. �

�

This is the first year I’ve not been able to have 

the bridal couples into the rectory for a casual 

evening of drinks and dinner. I can’t tell you how 

much I enjoy those evenings, and I miss them. �

�

We are producing a seven minute video on the 

architecture of St. Patrick’s Church. The building 

is so unique, that we felt we wanted to produce 

this and have it available on our webpage so 

people could see the beauty of the building. Re-

cently we had a drone do some exterior video of 

the building and then a smaller drone was inside 

the church getting some incredible views. Once 

the video is done, I will do a voice over to explain 

everything and Mark will put organ music under 

it. �

�

Some more thoughts on the Coronavirus lock 

down: “Day 8 of social isolation and my house is 

looking like Las Vegas. We’re losing money by 

the minute, cocktails are acceptable at any hour 

and nobody knows what time it is.” … “After a few 

days of not going out, I saw someone I knew 

walking by on the sidewalk outside. I immediately 

ran to the window and started yelling at them. 

Now I understand dogs.” … “This is stupid, but I 

just tried to make my own hand sanitizer and it 

came out as a rum and coke.”�

Ministry Schedule�

Saturday, July 18 2020 at 5:00 pm�

Lector:  Jay Habas �

Eucharistic Minister:  Barbara Brairton, Kathy Sertz�

��

Sunday, July 19, 2020 at 8:00 am�

Lector:  Dan Bergell�

Eucharistic Minister: Tom Golab, Lisa Straub�

�

Sunday, July 19, 2020 at 10:30 am�

Lector:  Michele Wheaton�

Eucharistic Minister:  Ann Scutella, Christopher Sofranko�

Stewardship 

Offertory Collection   6/28/2020    �   $   8,100.00  �

Online Giving     � �                    2,880.00�

Total Income                                         $ 10,980.00  �

�

�

Offertory Collection  7/5/2020             $   7,379.00�

Online Giving                                            3,595.00�

Total Income                                         $ 10,974.00�

�

Catholic Services Appeal                      �

Pledged                                                  $125,228.00  �

Paid                                                        $  95,195.00   �

�

Thank you for your generosity!�

�

The Sanctuary Lamp �

burns in loving memory of �

Eric Lampe�

from Vickie & Chris Lampe �
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Dr. Maria Orlando
Dr. Carla Orlando

3235 West 38th St., • Erie, PA
(814) 833-8860

16 full service 
offices in Erie County 
1-877-672-5678

MonuMents and Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Road
838-3588

Serving Erie Area Families Since 1923

$59.99 CLEAN & CHECK SPECIAL
Call for Details

WHEN YOUR EQUIPMENT’S DOWN,
REEVES IS AROUND!

814-459-0004

Custom Made Blinds - Shades- Shutters
 Call Harry Grab

814-864-0748

Any Problem

Any Time

Anywhere

(814) 836-0001
www.tjsplumbing.com PA# 104809

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning
On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

HAGAN
business machines
copy • fax • print • scan

postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”
814-456-7521

W.H. Motsch 
& Son, Inc.

Plumbing
814-866-3306

“Serving the Erie Area Since 1902”

It’s All About How You Want to Live

Pattie Marchant, Realtor® 

814-460-0916
pattiemarchant@howardhanna.com

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

DUSCKAS FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

 1317 State St. 1313 Harper Dr.
 Erie, PA 16501 Erie, PA 16506
 814-459-4276 814-833-3033
 calamaris-squidrow.com caliswestcatering.com

Parishioner
814-452-6800
305 West 6th Street 
Erie PA 16507

www.edwinwsmith.com

Vicke & Kevin Marz, Innkeepers
401 Peach Street - Erie, PA

562-235-5968
www.VictoriaInnErie.com

Victoria Inn
Bed and Breakfast

PA 5052BraendelBraendel
SERVICES, INC.
814-459-2856

For All Your
Home Improvement Needs

BraendelServices.com

Painting
Roofing

Remodeling
Kitchens

Baths

Entrées/Small Plates - Libations
Happy Hour Specials- Live Music

www.room33.bar
(814) 636-5062 • 1033 State Street, Erie 

PA#8279

“We Treat Your Home Like It’s Our Own” 
Since 1952 814-209-7484 nerthlings.com

"Grounded in Customer Satisfaction""Grounded in Customer Satisfaction"
Everything from 5 Volts to Lighting Bolts

Serving the Greater Erie Area
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
814.453.6893 License #PA074103

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

DAN BREWER 
PAINTING

814-392-6362814-392-6362

DANBREWERPAINTING.COM

Our Basic Services:
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control

Tree/Shrub Fertilization & Insect/Disease Control
Perimeter Pest Control

814-860-6393814-860-6393
2004.ctf@gmail.com  www.comturf.com2004.ctf@gmail.com  www.comturf.com
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