
Fifth Sunday of Lent�

March 21, 2021�
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Saint Patrick Parish        �

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837�

      Daily Mass: Monday�Thursday 8 AM�

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM       �

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM�



From�

the �

Pastor’s �

Desk…�

�

Today is the Fifth Sunday of 

Lent. Today’s reading from 

Jeremiah is based on the 

promise of restoration for Isra-

el. Chapters 30�33 are con-

sidered to be a book in and of themselves, the 

Book of Consolation. The basic theme is to re-

store the people’s faith in God’s desire to make 

them his beloved people. The verse immediately 

prior to today’s reading speaks on individual re-

sponsibility for sin. Rather than having to repent 

for the sins of a previous generation, each of us 

will be judged by our own sins. This is important 

because it emphasizes that God will place the 

law within each of us. Not only that, but it empha-

sizes his desire to have a personal relationship 

with each of us. The ways of the Lord will no 

longer be passed on through laws, but each of us 

will come to know the Lord through the for-

giveness of our sins. God will show his abundant 

mercy and remember the sin no more. �

�

The short verses from the Letter to the Hebrews 

depict Christ as the compassionate high priest, 

who even from his throne sympathizes with hu-

manity. Just as Jesus does not give himself glory, 

but receives it from his Father, so too is the high 

priest responsible for interceding for us. What 

shines through is Jesus’ total share in humanity. 

Just like humans, he makes his prayers with 

“loud cries and tears.” Jesus would feel in his 

body the pains of suffering and to make sense of 

suffering. While suffering tempts us to wallow in 

self�pity, it can also lead people to focus on the 

needs of others. Jesus’ perfection came when he 

emptied himself on the cross for others. �

�

Our gospel deals with Gentiles  seeking to find 

Jesus. In John’s narrative, they wish the “see” 

Jesus and they represent the universality of his 

mission. The events that are about to take place 

during the Jewish high feast days are meant not 

just for the Jews but for the entire world.  The 

seeking by the Gentiles allows Jesus to an-

nounce that the hour of his glorification has ar-

rived. He compares his coming death on the 

cross to a grain of wheat that falls to the earth. It 

is in giving up life that renewed abundance takes 

place. The “hour” is a time of trouble  and one of �
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Office Hours:   

 Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

Daily Mass:  Monday�Thursday:  8:00 )* (C-)./0)�

Saturday Mass:  5:00 .*�

Sunday Mass:  8:00 )* & 10:30 )*�

Holy Day Mass:  12:00 .*�



LITURGY INTENTIONS�

 March 20  Saturday, Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent� �

� 5:00 ��    ��	
���
 ������, 	/� �	�� 4/4/20�

� � (�	� � ������� ����������)�

 March 21 Fifth Sunday of Lent�

   8:00 �� �	�
 � ���� ��
� (�	�
 � ���	�� ��
�)�

�10:30 � � 
�� �	��"�� (�����)�

 March 22  Monday, Lenten Weekday �          �

� 8:00 �   ��	� �� ������ (#��� � #���� �� �����������)�

 March 23  Tuesday, Lenten Weekday�

� 8:00 �   �$���	�� #��# �

� � (���, 

, ��"�, ����, #��, 
������ � ��	�)�

 March 24  Wednesday, Lenten Weekday�

� 8:00 �   ��	� 	����� #�	"���� (����� �. &#�	�)�

 March 25 Thursday, The Annunciation of the Lord�

� 8:00 �   �	��� ��� (�����)�

 March 26  Friday, Lenten Weekday�

� � �� ��� �	 ��������� ��	'���� �

 March 27  Saturday, Vigil: Palm Sunday �

� � of the Passion of the Lord� �

� 5:00 ��  � ��	��� '������ ($�� � ���� ��	�&)�

 March 28 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord �

   8:00 �� "��	"� �	����� (����� � ������� ������)�

�10:30 � � 
� ����� (�����)�

From the Pastor’s Desk continued…�

�

Judgement. He predicts that his death and resur-

rection will draw everyone to himself and defeat 

the evil in the world. �

�

Protestantism is beginning to outpace Catholi-

cism in Mexico. Mexico is second only to Brazil 

as the world’s most populous Catholic country. 

But a recent survey showed that only 77% of 

Mexicans now identify as Catholics. That is the 

lowest number ever recorded. Eleven percent of 

Mexicans now identify as Pentecostalists. In ad-

dition, more than ten million people or 8.1% of 

the population now say they have no religious 

affiliation. At the same time, only 41% of Mexican 

Catholics practice their religion. This same trend 

is evidenced everywhere in Latin America.�

�

The German bishops are proposing a change in 

the church’s stand on homosexuality and that a 

blessing of their relationships can be made. “It is 

not modelled on Catholics wedding rituals, but is 

blessing what is good in their lives.” They noted 

that the Catholic catechism implies that gay peo-

ple are “intrinsically disordered,” and ask does 

that mean God made a mistake? “Remaining si-

lent on this issue gets us nowhere,” they said, 

adding that “excluding people gets us nowhere.”�

�

Congratulations to Dario Cipriani who has been 

elected to the Board of Trustees of Mercyhurst 

University. Dario is a life�long parishioner, a lec-

tor and a member of our Parish Finance Commit-

tee.�

�

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. Palms will be 

available after the Masses only. �

�

It was wonderful a few weeks ago to finally get a 

warm�up from all of this bitter cold weather that 

we had in February. That is, until I walked into 

the weekday chapel and saw a version of Niaga-

ra Falls coming through the ceiling. The roof 

above that chapel was a solid sheet of ice and 

there was simply nothing we could do until it all 

melted. �

�

Some random thoughts: “This is stupid. I just 

tried to make my own hand sanitizer and it came 

out as a rum and coke.” … “After a week of being 

isolated in my house, I saw someone I knew 

walking by on the sidewalk outside. I immediately 

ran to the window and started yelling to them. 

This is the first time that I really understand 

dogs.”�

Palm Sunday Ministry Schedule�

Saturday, 27, 2021 at 5:00 pm�

Lector, Spoken Parts, Jesus:  Barbara Brairton�

Eucharistic Minister:  Barbara Brairton, Phyllis Marchinetti �

Sunday, March 28, 2021 at 8:00 am�

Lector:  Dan Bergell�

Eucharistic Minister:  Joseph Schneider, Bill Gloekler�

� Sunday, March 28, 2021 at 10:30 am�

Lector, Spoken Parts, Jesus:   Ed Smith�

Eucharistic Minister:  Ed Smith, Dario Cipriani�

The Sanctuary Lamp �

burns in loving memory of �

Rosemary Kaveney�

from JoAnne & Mike Samsel�

  Let us Welcome �

 Clarke Domingo Vingua�

 child of �

Mark & Linden (Dahlkemper) Vingua �

who will be baptized on Saturday, March 20, 

Saint Patrick News 

Stewardship 

Offertory Collection                                $   6,112.00  �

Online Giving     � � �     2,655.50�

Total                                                        $   8,767.50�

�

CSA Assessment                                     $ 100,400.00�

CSA Pledged                                           $   66,827.00�

CSA Paid                                                 $   45,912.00           �

�

Thank you for your generosity!��



St. Patrick Church ~ Stations of the Cross�

The Stations of the Cross in St. Patrick’s Church are 

unique in the entire world. There is another set � in 

St. Anthony’s Chapel in Pittsburgh � but they are 

smaller and much less detailed than are these. The 

Stations were hand carved in Munich, Germany, in 

1892 and 1893. Each Station is made from two piec-

es of hickory wood. When they were created, they 

were life�size which shows you how much we have 

grown in the past 130 years. Father Peter Cauley 

commissioned them at a cost of $600 each. An en-

graved plaque is located at the base of each one tell-

ing who donated it. Today they are insured for $4.6 

million. There are two additional unique features to 

the Stations. You will notice tears in the eyes of many 

of the statues. We only discovered these when we put 

new lighting in during the church restoration in 2012. 

Secondly, if you go to the Fourth Station, you will no-

tice that the Roman soldier is not wearing a traditional 

Roman military hat, but, instead, is adorned with a 

Bavarian hat which would have been worn in Munich 

at that time. The Stations were then put into storage 

until Father Cauley could find an architect to design 

St. Patrick’s Church around them. The church was 

built between 1903 and 1906.�

Written by Msgr. Henry Kriegel�

This week the bulletin will feature the first nine Sta-

tions of the Cross. �

We continue to thank those who make special        

donations to our parish and we pray for those people 

in whose honor and memory the donations were 

made:�

�

The Restoration Fund 

�� In memory of Betty Gama from Sharon Patterson 

& Mary Rose Hogenmiller & family�

�

�� In memory of Harold Bender from Gary & Becky 

Johnson, Kathleen Sullivan, V. Bruce & Mary Ann 

Junius, Hardinger’s friends at Key Bank, Jim & 

Barb Bentze�

�

�� In memory of Terry Pfeffer from Tom & Colleen 

Welch, Dennis & Mary Ranalli, Tammi & Terry 

Ferrante, Bruce & Lucille Garland, Jan Teller, 

Chuck & Nancy Whitford, David & Mary Ann Bli-

ley, Richard & Laura Petrella, Pat Bojarski, 

James Kocsis, Joyce Ravnikar Kulyk, Charles & 

Linda Rohrbach, Matthew & Leah Diloreto, Philip 

Pedano III, Diane Lewis, Bill & Mary Anne Spring-

er, Jacqueline Elmer�

�

Sr. Mary Pascal Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry Truck is sponsored this week by 

Kathy Alessi.�

�

Donations to the Food Pantry were made in 

memory of:�

�� Michael J. Drobish, Barbara Drobish, Michael 

P. Drobish from Victoria Abbott�

�� John Zielinski from Barbara Dailey�

�� Towers & Filipkowski families from Bill & Betty 

Ann Filipkowski�

�� Joe & Kay Nedresky from Catherine Good�

�� Margaret Gritzer from Dennis & Marie Gritzer�

�� John Jackson, Rita Jackson, Barney Jackson, 

Eleanor Lindenberger from Bill & Patty Jackson �

�� Barbara Korn from David Korn�

�� Winiarczcyk & Nemergut families from John & 

Irene Nemergut�

�� Riazzi & Masterson families from Barry & Debo-

rah Masterson�

�� Richard Miller from Lynne Miller�

�� Firman & Mildred Rennie from Dorothy Rennie�

�� Paul & Rose Kulich from Michael & Paulanne 

Reske�

�� Richard “Dick” Iacobucci, Alberta Mushalan-

sky from Michael & JoAnne Samsel�

�� Mary & Joseph Novotny from Robert & Carolyn 

Schenker�

�� Bess Brennan from Nancy Yochim�

�

Also donations from:�

Tim & Teresa Augustyniak, Jim & Wendy Bahm, Car-

ol Bloomstine, Jane Carney, Ed Chizewick, Hen & 

Jan Gervasi, Jay & Carol Habas, Kathleen Horan, 

David & Diane Lauer,  Patrick & Linda Mans Leary, 

Kay Mannino, Kathleen McCabe, Bob & Maria Parisi, 

Mark & Annette Rennie, Dave & Julie Sanner, Mary 

Ann Schmitz, Mark & Susan Sullivan, Vietnam Veter-

ans of America and Joseph & Lucy Walach�

Holy Week Ministry Schedule�

�

Holy Thursday, April 1, 2021 @ 5:00 PM�

�

Lector:  Barbara Brairton�

Eucharist Minister: Barbara Brairton, 

Shirley Winschel�

�

Good Friday, April 2, 2021�

�

Stations of the Cross @ 12:00 PM:  Ray Fiorelli�

Passion and Veneration of the Cross @ 2:00 PM�

Lector:  Ed Smith�

Eucharist Minister:  Ed Smith, Kathy Sertz�

�

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 3, 2021 @ 8:30 PM�

�

Lector:  Barbara Brairton�

Eucharist Minister: Barbara Brairton, Shirley Winschel�

�

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021�

�

8:00 Mass�

Lector:  Lisa Straub�

Eucharist Minister:  Lisa Straub, Joe Schneider�

�

10:30 Mass�

Lector: Dario Cipriani�

Eucharist Minister:  Dario Cipriani, Ray Fiorelli�



�

THE FIRST STATION�

Jesus is condemned to die.�

�

Lord Jesus, you stand before Pilate, unfairly judged and 

now condemned. Yet there is little you can do. You are at 

the mercy of others, and no mercy is shown. Still, you do 

not respond by condemning Pilate of the Jewish leaders 

who falsely accused you. You seem to understand the fear 

and weakness that is driving both the crowds and Pilate.�

�

Lord, there have been times in my life when I, too, have 

been judged by others who didn’t know the truth. 

Worse yet, I have been guilty of judging others. Give 

me, Lord, your strength to endure the harsh words and 

unjust judgement of others. Also, help me to see others 

through your eyes, for if I see them as you do, I will 

learn to pray for them, rather than judge them.  Amen�

THE SECOND STATION�

Jesus carries his cross.�

�

Lord Jesus, the cross you were forced to carry was more 

than a piece of wood. It was the means of our salvation. 

You did not seek it out, though you chose to carry it, be-

cause you saw the good that would come from it. You 

carried, not for your self, but for me.�

�

Lord, often times I think that to carry my own cross 

means to bear the small of the large struggles in my 

life. It means so much more. The cross I am called to 

carry is Christianity itself. At times, it can truly be a 

burden, but it is also the means of my salvation. And, 

as with your cross, it can be the means of salvation for 

others also; for my Christianity, well lived, can bring 

others to you and to life eternal. Give me, Lord, the 

strength to carry the cross of my faith for the salva-

tion of all.  Amen �

THE THIRD STATION�

Jesus falls the first time.�

�

Lord Jesus, you know this fall is not the end. You may have 

tripped and stumbled, or just lost your balance, but you 

will get back up again. Still, it is hard. Your family, friends 

and follows are watching. You didn’t want to fall in front 

of them. You didn't want them to see you weak. For you, 

it’s not a matter of pride. It is concern for them and for 

what they are feeling. You are their leader, their teacher, 

and their hope. It is for them that you force yourself back 

to your feet and continue on.�

�

Lord, when I fall, it is often my pride that is hurt the 

most. I don’t like people to see my weakness. I don’t 

want them to think less of me. I don’t like being embar-

rassed. When I fall, and I will fall, give me the grace to 

put it into perspective and maintain my self�respect. 

Allow me to learn from it and grow stronger because of 

it. Grant that I will always have the fortitude  to get up 

and continue on.  Amen�



�

THE FOURTH STATION�

Jesus meets his mother.�

�

Lord Jesus, as you come face to face with your mother, 

you see such terrible pain in her eyes. Although you have 

been unjustly condemned, you still regret the suffering 

that she must endure because of your trials. And yet, even 

in the midst of your pain and hers, you find strength in 

your mother’s love.�

�

Lord, I know that I have caused other people to suffer, 

sometimes through my own fault, sometimes through 

no fault of my own. Still, I regret it. Help me to find 

strength in your love for me. Help me to show that 

love to others, especially those who need my love and 

forgiveness in their lives. Amen�

THE FIFTH STATION�

Simon helps Jesus carry his cross.�

�

Lord Jesus, how thankful you must have been for Simon’s  

help. That awful cross must have seemed to weigh twice as 

much, as when you first lifted it. Your strength is slipping, 

but with Simon’s added strength, you are able to carry on.�

�

Lord, sometimes I struggle with things that simply 

won’t go away and grow heavier with each passing day. 

Help me to realize that our heavenly Father did not put 

me on this planet alone. God has surrounded me with 

family and friends, people I can turn to for help when I 

need it. Grant me the humility I need to turn to them 

and to see them for the gift they are in my life and 

prompt me to thank them for who they are and to 

thank God each day for them.  Amen �

THE SIXTH STATION�

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.�

�

Lord Jesus, who was this woman, Veronica? There 

seems to be no mention of her anywhere, except in the 

tradition of these Stations. Was she a devoted follower 

of yours, or was she simply a woman who saw someone 

in need and responded with kindness? Does it really 

matter? She will always be remembered for this simple 

act of charity.�

�

Lord, each and every day I am given opportunities 

to reach out and help someone. It may be someone I 

know well, or someone I have never met. Help me to 

recognize those moments and to act as Veronica did. 

To wipe the face of another may not seem important, 

but to show them true respect is a gift beyond value. 

Lord, let me see and show the worth of each of my 

brothers and sisters.  Amen�



�

THE SEVENTH STATION�

Jesus falls the second time.�

�

Lord Jesus, it happened again. As you lie on the 

ground, it seems, at first, as if you have failed. You have 

fallen once more. You are not strong enough to bear the 

weight of your Cross. But your fail is not a failure; it is 

but a sign of your humanity, and your determination to 

get back up and continue is a sign of your divinity.�

�

Lord, it seems as if I fall often, and when I perceive 

that fall as failure, I defeat myself. Help me to see it 

as no more than a reminder that I too am human; 

and help me, Lord, to find in the grace of my bap-

tism, the spark of your divinity, so that I, like you, 

may have the fortitude to get back up and continue 

my journey.  Amen�

THE EIGHTH STATION�

Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.�

�

Lord Jesus, you look into the eyes of these women, and 

realize that they are crying for you, when they should be 

crying for themselves and for their children. You have 

begun something that cannot be stopped. You have be-

gun change and there will be those who will violently 

oppose your change, or any change. You wish that it 

could be otherwise, but you know the struggle has just 

begun.�

�

Lord, I am comfortable with my faith. I don’t want to 

be challenged. I don’t want change. Yet, in my heart 

of hearts, I know that without change, there is no life. 

Give me, Lord, the courage to change those things in 

my life that would keep me from growing closer to 

you; and grant me, also, the patience to accept those 

around me who are struggling with change in their 

lives.  Amen�

THE NINTH STATION�

Jesus fall the third time.�

�

Lord Jesus does it end here? As you fall yet again you 

must have wondered “Is this as far as I can go? Is this 

where it ends?” while at the same time wondering “Will 

this ever end? How much further must I go?” You are 

weak from the torture you endured at the hands of the 

soldiers, distraught as you face your death, and fearful 

for your followers. You pray to your Father for 

strength.�

�

Lord, there are times when life just seems to be more 

that I can handle; times when it seems like the whole 

world is against me. I lose friends and family. I cry 

myself through the struggles of my marriage. I see 

long years of work still ahead of me. I wonder if I 

can go on. In those darkest moments Lord, give me 

your strength. Show me that I must go on. There are 

still things you would have me do for your glory, for 

my benefit, and for the benefit of my brothers and 

sisters. Thank you, Lord, for your inspiration and 

your grace.  Amen�
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