
Fifth Sunday of Easter�
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      Saint Patrick Parish        �

      Serving the East Bayfront of Erie since 1837�

      Daily Mass: Monday�Thursday 8 AM�

      Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 PM       �

      Sunday: 8 AM & 10:30 AM�

“Let the Little Children Come”�

Stained Glass Window�

St. Patrick Church�

photo by �

Tom Golab�



From�

the �

Pastor’s �

Desk…�

�

Today is the Fifth Sunday of 

Easter. Our readings focus on 

what God can do through 

those who believe in the Ris-

en Christ. In the scene before 

today’s first reading, we learn about Paul’s en-

counter on the road to Damascus which results in 

him being identified as the evangelist to the Gen-

tiles. He makes his way to Jerusalem but they are 

skeptical of him because of how he had persecut-

ed the Jewish followers of Jesus. That changes 

when Barnabas introduces him to the Jews. 

Once again, he is almost put to death because of 

what he preaches. �

�

In the section preceding today’s Second Read-

ing, the author has established that we are chil-

dren of God because his love is giving us his son 

and that we need to love one another, even in the 

midst of trouble and turmoil. Using the story of 

Cain and Abel, he warns his audience that the 

world will hate them. However, just as Christ laid 

down his life as an act of love for us, we must do 

the same for others. The author addresses his 

audience as “children” and urges them to love 

one another not with empty words but “in deed 

and truth.” What does it mean to love in “truth?” 

As humans we will not always do what is right but 

we can be content that God is so much greater�

more understanding and more loving�than us. 

Thus we can stand in confidence before God, 

and all he asks is that we keep his command-

ments. �

�

In our gospel, Jesus is giving an extended fare-

well talk to his disciples after he shared his last 

meal with them and before he is arrested in the 

garden. He has  already told them that he is go-

ing to leave them, but they should not be troubled 

or afraid, because the Father will send the Holy 

Spirit in times of trouble. The Jesus of John’s 

gospel uses the metaphor of a vineyard to tell 

them that they must remain in his love and act as 

his disciples: God the Father is the vine grower, 

Jesus is the vine that was grown from God’s spe-

cially chosen rootstock, and we are the branches. 

He talks about the need  to cut off the unproduc-

tive branches and prune the good branches to 

make them produce even more. �

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Patrick Parish  

130 East 4th Street 

Erie, PA  16507 

 

Pastor� 

Monsignor Henry A. Kriegel�

�

Weekend Assistant, In Residence��

Father Michael DeMartinis�

 

Janine Carch Sliker�Office Manager�

�

Ann Halupczynski�Director of Finances�

�

Tom Golab�Sacristan�

�

Mark Alloway�Organist, Music Director�

�

Jan Gervasi�Wedding Coordinator�

�

Anne Causgrove�Baptismal Preparation�

�

Mary Pat Schlaudecker�Archivist,                                        

� � Genealogy research�

� �

Phone:  814�454�8085�

FAX:  814�459�8685�

Email:  stpats@neo.rr.com�

Website:  www.saintpatrickparisherie.org�

Office Hours:   

 Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

Daily Mass:  Monday�Thursday:  8:00 )* (C-)./0)�

Saturday Mass:  5:00 .*�

Sunday Mass:  8:00 )* & 10:30 )*�

Holy Day Mass:  12:00 .*�



LITURGY INTENTIONS�

 May 1   Saturday, Vigil:  Fifth Sunday of Easter�

� 5:00  !    "#$%& '"('$, &$$#*. '+ ,#-./ (12&$ ('3'"'4(3#)

 May 2  Fifth Sunday of Easter�

   8:00 &!� 1'2 3' 27 ((/2""28 9 (.2*2 2*&$()�

�10:30 &! � !&-#"8$ "27/$2-, &$$#*2-(&-8 '+ ,#-./ 5/3�

 May 3  Monday, Saints Philip and James�          �

� 8:00 &!   �1'(2 / 3&-&,'$&( �

� � (,#"" 9 ,2..8 &$$ +#"# 3'4(3#)�

 May 4  Tuesday, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 &!   �=&-8 %-& 7/' (!'-=&$ 9 3&./8 1&7'>)�

 May 5  Wednesday, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 &!   �7'!!?$#'$ (2-*#72�

 May 6  Thursday, Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 &!   12++-28 ,'!,& (!'!, %&%, !2=&$, "?32, ,2$�

� � %2"&#$28 9 $'-&/)�

 May 7  Friday, Easter Weekday�

� � $' !&(( '- 7'!!?$#'$ (2-*#72�

 May 8  Saturday, Vigil:  Sixth Sunday of Easter�

� 5:00  !  � !&-#2 7/&!'$# (!&-3 9 7/2"(28 42#(2$+"?/)

� � -/( +-'! 5/9/20�

 May 9   Sixth Sunday of Easter�

   8:00 &!    %-. =2'-=2 !'8"&$, 1-. �

� � ((.2*2 9 (/2""28 2*&$()�

�10:30 &! � #$ /'$'- '+ 3&8 (&?2-( (%&?=/.2-, (?(&$)�

From the Pastor’s Desk continued…�

�

In an unprecedented drop, U. S. Catholic school 

enrollment decreased by 6.4%, or more than 

111,000 students, between the fall of 2019 and 

the beginning of this school year. The plunge is 

based on data from the National Catholic Educa-

tion Association. It is the largest decline since 

record keeping began in the early 1970s and ex-

ceeded the drops that followed the 2008 financial 

crisis and the clergy sex abuse scandal. The en-

rollment drop translated to an equally stark num-

ber of Catholic school closures; 186 elementary 

schools and 23 high schools shut their doors per-

manently in 2020, more than doubling the aver-

age number of annual closures in the last five 

years. A statement from the U. S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops notes that “The COVID crisis 

acted as an accelerant. We were already in a 

process of decline for some time already.”�

�

In the five years preceding the pandemic, the 

number of students in Catholic education had 

slipped steadily by about 2.5% per year from 1.92 

million in 2015 to 1.62 million in 2020. The pan-

demic, according to the report, added new pres-

sures to long�existing ones like declining birth 

rates and increased disaffiliation with the church. 

The nation’s largest Catholic school district is in 

Los Angeles and it had the largest decrease in 

enrollment, with more than 9,000 fewer students, 

representing 12.3% of last year’s enrollment. 

Most notable perhaps is the decline in preschool 

students who feed into the system. That figure 

shows a drop of 26.6%.�

�

Religious practice in America continues on a 

sharp decline. Over the past 22 years, the num-

ber of Americans who say they belong to a 

church, a synagogue or a mosque has fallen to 

just 47%, down from 70 percent in 1999. Sociolo-

gists who have studied the decline say it’s cause 

is one single reason: the Religious Right.  Evan-

gelical leaders embrace of Republican politics 

and homophobia have turned many people off.�

�

This is important for all of us over the age of 65. 

A friend had his second dose of the vaccine at 

the vaccination center after which he began to 

have blurred vision on the way home. When he 

got home, he called the vaccination center for ad-

vice and asked if he should go see a doctor or be 

hospitalized. He was told NOT to go to a doctor 

of a hospital, but to return to the vaccination cen-

ter immediately and pick up his glasses. �

�

The Sanctuary Lamp �

burns in loving memory of �

Jim Herdzig�

from Frank & Diane Tuttoilmondo�

Ministry Schedule�

Saturday, May 8, 2021 at 5:00 pm�

Lector:  Barbara Brairton�

Eucharistic Minister:  Barbara Brairton, Diane McCarthy�

Sunday, May 9, 2021 at 8:00 am�

Lector:  Dan Bergell�

Eucharistic Minister:  Steve Scutella, Ann Scutella, �

� Sunday, May 9, 2021 at 10:30 am�

Lector:  Christine Mitchell�

Eucharistic Minister:  Luke Gilmore, Tom Golab�

Stewardship 

Offertory Collection  � �                $   5,434.00�

Online Giving     � � �        2,952.50�

Total                                                           $   8,386.50�

�

Good Shepherd Collection� �   $      825.00�

�

CSA Assessment                                        $ 100,400.00�

CSA Pledged                                              $ 107,237.00�

CSA Paid                                                    $  85,019.84�

�

Thank you for your generosity!��

      Saint Patrick News 
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16 full service 
offices in Erie County 
1-877-672-5678

MonuMents and Granite Countertops

2976 West Lake Road
838-3588

Serving Erie Area Families Since 1923

Custom Made Blinds - Shades- Shutters
 Call Harry Grab

814-864-0748

Pine Avenue Branch
845 East 38th St. • 825-2500

Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning
On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor
bruggerfuneralhomes.com

HAGAN
business machines
copy • fax • print • scan

postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”
814-456-7521

W.H. Motsch 
& Son, Inc.

Plumbing
814-866-3306

“Serving the Erie Area Since 1902”

It’s All About How You Want to Live

Pattie Marchant, Realtor® 

814-460-0916
pattiemarchant@howardhanna.com

 1317 State St. 1313 Harper Dr.
 Erie, PA 16501 Erie, PA 16506
 814-459-4276 814-833-3033
 calamaris-squidrow.com caliswestcatering.com

Parishioner
Now with Marsh schaaf

814-456-5301
300 State Street, Suite 300 
Erie PA 16507         www.marshlaw.com

PA 5052BraendelBraendel
SERVICES, INC.
814-459-2856

For All Your
Home Improvement Needs

BraendelServices.com

Painting
Roofing

Remodeling
Kitchens

Baths

PA#8279

“We Treat Your Home Like It’s Our Own” 
Since 1952 814-838-3600 nerthlings.com

"Grounded in Customer Satisfaction""Grounded in Customer Satisfaction"
Everything from 5 Volts to Lighting Bolts

Serving the Greater Erie Area
Residential - Commercial - Industrial
814.453.6893 License #PA074103

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

DAN BREWER 
PAINTING
814-392-6362814-392-6362

DANBREWERPAINTING.COM

Our Basic Services:
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control

Tree/Shrub Fertilization & Insect/Disease Control
Perimeter Pest Control

814-860-6393814-860-6393
2004.ctf@gmail.com  www.comturf.com2004.ctf@gmail.com  www.comturf.com


