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The Epiphany of the Lord  + January 5, 2020

Scripture Speaks
Let God reveal Himself to you 
in His Word. As you reflect on 

these readings, feel free to use 
available space to make notes, 

mark, or highlight anything that 
speaks to you.

FIRST READING—Isaiah 60:1-6
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the 
Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds 
cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you appears 
his glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining 
radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to 
you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their 
nurses.

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and 
overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the 
wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill 
you, dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come
bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the LORD.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM #60—“Every Nation on Earth”

R. Ev’ry nation on earth will adore you , Lord; ev’ry nation on earth will 
adore you, Lord.

1. O God, with your judgment endow the king, with your justice endow 
the king’s son; With justice he will  govern your people, your afflicted 
ones with right judgment. 

2. Justice shall flower in his days, lasting peace ‘til the moon be no more. 
May he rule from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth.

3. The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts; those from Seba 
and Arabia bring tribute. All kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall 
serve him.
4.  He rescues the poor when they cry out, the afflicted with no one to 
help. The lowly and the poor he shall pity, the lives of the poor he shall 
save.

SECOND READING—Ephesians 3:2-3A, 5-6
Brothers and sisters:
You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me 
for your benefit, namely, that the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation. It was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and 
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Wives, be 
subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord. Husbands, love 
your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward them. Children, obey your 
parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not 
provoke your children, so they may not become discouraged.

ENTRANCE #463 —”We Three Kings of Orient Are”
1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar field and fountain, moor and      
    mountain, following yonder star.

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; westward leading, still     
    proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  

2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, King forever, ceasing never  
    over us all to reign. 

3. Frankincense to offer have I: incense owns a Deity nigh; prayer and praising gladly raising,      
    worship him, God on high. 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; sorrowing, sighing, bleeding,  
    dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #465—“As with Gladness Men of Old”

1. As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, as with joy they hailed its light,       
    leading onward, beaming bright, so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee. 

2. As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger-bed, there to bend the knee before Him     
    whom heav’n and earth adore; so may we with willing feet ever seek the mercy- seat. 

3. As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare; so may we with holy joy, pure and  
    free from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ! to thee, our heav’nly King. 

COMMUNION CHANT #466—”What Child Is This”

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping, whom angels greet with anthems  
    sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?

2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian fear; for sinners  
    here the silent Word is pleading.

3. So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come, peasant, king to own him. The King of kings      
    salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.

Refrain:  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; Haste, haste to bring  
    him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

CONCLUDING RITE #462—”Ephiphany Carol”

1. Ev’ry nation sees the glory of a star that pierced the night, as we tell the wondrous story we are  
    bathed in radiant light. Star sent forth from highest heaven, dancing light of God’s design, shine  
    upon the gift that’s given: Word made flesh now born in time.

4. Gather, God, the world together in the brightness of your day. Fill our hearts with joy forever;      
    help us walk the holy way. May your justice rule the nations; may all people live as one, now we  
    see our true salvation in the glory of your Son.

GOSPEL—Matthew 2:1-12
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its 
rising and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, He 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
thus it has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.”

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After their audience with the 
king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came 
and stopped over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on 
entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did 
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their country 
by another way.
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A message from Father JayA message from Father Jay

“

for the

       s we begin the New Year of 2020 
       let’s pray for preborn in the wombs of 
       their Mothers. Let’s remember what 
our Church in the US teaches: “Given the 
scientific fact that a human life begins at 
conception, the only moral norm needed 
to understand the Church’s opposition 
to abortion is the principle that each and 
every human life has inherent dignity, and 
thus must be treated with the respect due 
to a human person.”

Almighty God, our Father, you who have given us life
and intended us to have it forever, grant us your blessings.

Enlighten our minds to an awareness and to a renewed 
conviction that all human life is sacred because it is created 
in your image and likeness. Help us to teach by word and 
the example of our lives that life occupies the first place, that 
human life is precious because it is the gift of God whose love 
is infinite.

Give us the strength to defend human life against every 
influence or action that threatens or weakens it,
as well as the strength to make every life more human
in all its aspects. Give us the grace, when the sacredness of 
life before birth is attacked, to stand up and proclaim
that no one ever has the authority to destroy unborn life.

When a child is described as a burden or is looked upon only 
as a means to satisfy an emotional need, let us stand up
and insist that every child is a unique and unrepeatable gift of 
God, a gift of God with a right to a loving and united family.

When the institution of marriage is abandoned to human 
selfishness  or reduced to a temporary conditional 
arrangement that can easily be terminated, let us stand up 
and affirm the indissolubility of the marriage bond.
When the value of the family is threatened because of social 
and economic pressure, let us stand up and reaffirm
that the family is necessary not only for the private good of 
every person, but also for the common good of every society, 
nation and state. When freedom is used to dominate the 
weak, to squander natural resources and energy, to deny basic 
necessities to people, let us stand up and affirm the demands 
of justice and social love.

Almighty Father, give us courage to proclaim the supreme 
dignity of all human life and to demand that society itself 
give its protection. We ask this in your name, through the 
redemptive act of your Son and in the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Adapted from Pope John Paul II’s homily of October 7, 1979

it is a poverty to 
decide that a child 

must die so that you 
may live as you wish.”

—Mother Teresa



the
catechist

column
JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org

    n this Feast of Epiphany, St. Paul reminds us of his    
   own epiphany: that Jesus Christ is Messiah and Lord 
and that his promises are for everyone. This universal 
scope of Jesus’ mission is often lost on us. We would 
find it appalling if Jesus came only for one ethnicity. But 
we also can’t entirely fault the Chosen People of the 
Bible. There are two parallel strands of thought running 
throughout the Old Testament that finally converge 
with Jesus.

On the one hand, God’s promises are for everyone. The 
first implicit covenant in the Bible is with Adam and Eve, 
who at the time were everyone. 
The first explicit covenant, 
mediated by Noah, was also with 
everyone left after the Flood. A few 
generations later, God promises 
Abraham that “All communities 
of the earth shall find blessing in 
you” (Genesis 12:3). At the time 
of the Exodus, God makes clear 
that his purpose in singling out 
Israel is to make them “a kingdom 
of priests, a holy nation” (Exodus 
19:6). God singles out Israel to 
form them so that they can help all other nations know 
the One True God. The prophets often reminded Israel 
and Judah that the nations eventually would worship 
God along with them.

On the other hand, God does require his Chosen People 
to separate themselves from the nations around them. 
This was due in large part to the fact that Israel kept 
acting like the nations around them by worshipping 
false gods and ignoring God’s commands. By the time 
of the Maccabeen Revolt just over a century before 

Jesus, we finally see God’s people fighting to be the 
Chosen People, to be different from the nations, and 
to die rather than violate God’s laws. It was in this 
spirit that the Pharisees stressed ritual cleanliness and 
following the letter of the law. Prior to his conversion 
during an epiphany—a sudden appearance of Jesus—
St. Paul was a Pharisee (Acts 23:6).

With Jesus’ commission to the Church to go out to all 
nations, these two strands finally come together. The 
Lord calls us to be different from the world so that 
we can bring the world to him. Jesus himself put it 

this way, “Can the blind lead the 
blind?” (Luke 6:39). The blind need 
someone different, someone with 
sight, to lead them. We who can be 
so spiritually blind sometimes need 
to have an epiphany, to become 
different, so that we can lead others 
to Jesus.

All the pieces fit together in the 
figures of the Magi. These eastern 
MAGIcians didn’t belong to God’s 
People, and yet they are among the 

first to welcome Jesus. Their friends and neighbors 
must have known about their long journey to meet a 
baby king, and so it seems likely that they went home 
and told others about Jesus. By the time Christian 
missionaries reached the old Persian empire, they 
found many people ready and willing to hear about 
Jesus. If these Magi, with no theological training and 
very limited exposure to Jesus, could prepare the way 
for Jesus in their own nation, how can we do the same 
in our own nation? 

    n this Feast of Epiphany, St. Paul reminds us of his    
   own epiphany: that Jesus Christ is Messiah and Lord 
and that his promises are for everyone. This universal 

    n this Feast of Epiphany, St. Paul reminds us of his    
   own epiphany: that Jesus Christ is Messiah and Lord 
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“The Lord calls 
us to be different 
from the world 
so that we can 

bring the world 
to him.”



     here’s a common saying in the Autism community: 
“If you’ve met one person with Autism, you’ve met one 
person with Autism.” The same can be said about any 
person with special needs as each person has unique 
gifts and abilities to share, especially when given the right 
opportunities. When we talk about special needs, we use a 
broad definition—those with physical needs, mental needs, 
emotional needs, behavioral needs, sensory needs, etc. 
As someone who has very close family connections with 
people who have special needs, I have seen firsthand the 
challenges this population faces on a daily basis, even if 
their efforts may look invisible to the untrained eye. And 
I have also seen the hard work and sacrifices made by 
their parents and siblings to help even their playing field. 
As Catholics, we are called to love one another, to be 
inclusive, to be accepting—so what does this look like here 
at Saints John & Paul? Our church is so fortunate to be the 
home of the only committee focused on this population 
in the area. For the past few years, the Special Needs 
Awareness Committee has organized a Mass to celebrate 
those with special needs in our parish, which is a fantastic 
start! But this call extends to helping people in the special 
needs community and their families overcome challenges 
to fully experience Christ. This could look like adding a 
railing on the steps at the church’s entrance, or it may look 
like a support group for siblings of special needs children, 
for example. The great news is it can take a million different 
forms. Every time we choose to extend our hand and say, 
“What can I do to help you feel more included?” we are 
extending God’s love. And every time someone sees an 
extended hand or hears those words, they feel God’s love 
more personally. Special needs are often only seen as a 
limitation, but they are also an opportunity to serve and to 
see Jesus in new ways. When we show those with special 
needs that we are listening and that we see their potential, 
we all are brought closer to God. 

To learn more about special needs in our parish, please 
visit: greatgrouping.org/special-needs

The Lynch Family

Sensory Friendly Movie 
and Craft Time

Please join us for a sensory friendly 
showing of “The Snowman,” based 

on the book “The Snowman” by 
Raymond Briggs

Place: Multi-purpose Room 

Date: Saturday, January 11

Time: 1:00 - 2:30 PM

Register at 
greatgrouping.org/snowman

Every time we 
choose to extend 
our hand and say, 
“What can I do to 
help you feel more 
included?”, we are 
extending God’s 
love.

A W A R E N E S S

T
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marchlife
   s parishioners of the Great Grouping, we are extremely 
blessed to be part of a vibrant church community. 
Many of the ministries that are offered here can be life 
changing. One such example is participating in the 
March for Life that takes place in Washington, DC each 
year on the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade. This event is 
coordinated by the Respect Life Committee. Even if you 
haven’t attended the March yourself, it’s likely that you 
have witnessed family members and fellow parishioners 
support the March at one time or another. Once you join 
the effort in person, you come to understand WHY the 
March is so desperately needed.

Think about this… For the average high school senior, 
born in 2001, more than 850,000 of their peers were lost 
to abortion. Their lives were extinguished before they 
ever even had a chance to experience what it means 
to love and be loved, to sacrifice for others, and to be 
sanctified by their sufferings. Every American should 
be made aware that more than 50 million of our fellow 
Americans are missing! Among them may have been 
the selfless co-worker who donated her kidney to save 
a stranger’s life, or the brainiac who would discover a 
cure for cancer, or perhaps even that astute and caring 
neighbor who would talk the Tree of Life synagogue 
shooter off his ledge before he committed such heinous 
acts. The course of history has been changed because 
these people are no longer with us. We will never know 
what their contributions to society may have been. But 
as Catholics, we do know that their lives had purpose 
and value. We know that God loved us even before he 
formed us in the womb. We are privileged to know this 
because we have been given the gift of faith. 

We are called to put our faith into ACTION! We 
can do this by attending the March for Life. Our 
constitution guarantees the right to free speech, 
but babies who are still nestled within the womb 
are being denied the opportunity to exercise 
that right. The place that God intended to be the 
safest place in all of Creation has become a killing 
field. Babies in the womb are unable to speak 
for themselves, but we here today know what 
they would say if they could. We need to be their 
voices! 

Please…. Join in this life-changing effort. Join 
hundreds of thousands of our fellow Americans 
as we march in Washington, DC to witness to our 
legislators and fellow citizens that life is precious. 
Join hands with us as we pray for an end to 
abortion and lend your support to those who have 
suffered from its devastating effects. It has been 47 
years since abortion began dismantling the fabric 
of our society. Haven’t we suffered enough?

—Emma Kunzmann

Register to join us on our pilgrimage 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
greatgrouping.org/mfl

for

A lifelifelife
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can rattle off so many reasons why the turn in cold weather 
irritates me so much. I wish I had a garage because every 
morning I have to spend fifteen minutes scraping off the 

windows, not to mention having to get into a freezing cold car 
before I’ve had the chance to turn on the seat warmers. Every 

night when I go to bed, I slip under the sheets and am met 
with cold layered on top of cold, and it takes, at least, an entire 

five minutes before I’m comfortably warm. My office space is 
horribly underheated at a frigid 68 degrees. No space is ever 

warm enough for me. Sometimes, these moments bring out a 
few words from my mouth that are less than holy. After all, I am 
irritated and annoyed at how inconvenient it is to be cold! But, 
there is another part of me that—after I have had time to calm 

down—realizes these are moments where I have missed an 
opportunity to grow in virtue. And then I realize just how many 

of these opportunities I pass up regularly. I forget to 
“offer up” my suffering for others (I cannot imagine what it 

must be like to be homeless during the winter season). I forget 
to be grateful for what I have (I don’t have a “right” to my car 

or its heated seats or my bed with its thick comforter… they 
truly are blessings). I allow my minor hurts, inconveniences, 

and trials to become massive injustices and serious 
impediments to my right to a comfortable life! 

You may know someone whom you refer to as a “walking 
saint.” There are many of them around us: grandmothers, 

siblings, friends, etc. Padre Pio was a guy that everyone 
most likely thought of as a “walking saint.” He was a sickly 

kid, constantly carrying around some kind of illness. But 
when he was only five years old, he made a declaration 

to his parents that he was going to dedicate his life 
to Jesus. Five! He grew up in a poor family and, as 

a kid, he would often sacrifice the conveniences 
he had (like a bed!) and sleep on a dirt floor as 

penance for others. What?! And then, he became a 
priest and was constantly dealing with more illness. 
He was drafted into the military around World War 
I but couldn’t serve because of his poor health. On 

top of that, he started to show the wounds of Jesus 
on his hands, feet, and side—open, seeping wounds 

that would not stop bleeding or heal but wouldn’t 
become infected either. Miraculous! And they were 

painful! All of this miraculous stuff made him famous, 
much to his dislike. He just wanted to preach and hear 

confessions and serve people the way a good priest 
should. Oh yeah, and he had cancer and arthritis.

I deal with a cold car and bed.

Humble, patient, trusting, grateful: these are all words that 
describe Saint Padre Pio. I so badly would love to live 
these words in the midst of my trials and struggles. It’s 

something to strive for! I’m sure you could benefit 
from his example, too. 

Please join us for a Padre Pio Mass on the 
second Sundays of the month at Saint John 

the Baptist at 2:00 PM followed by Holy 
Hour at 3:00 PM. 

IImonthly mass for

SCOTT LIEB
Director of Youth Ministry, Beaver Valley

slieb@greatgrouping.org
(724) 266-6565

SAINT PADRE PIO, PRAY FOR US!SAINT PADRE PIO, PRAY FOR US!SAINT PADRE PIO, PRAY FOR US!
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At the heart of this book is a message that 
everyone desperately needs to hear: God loves 
each person unconditionally. He loves us more 
than we love ourselves and wants our happiness 
even more than we want it ourselves. When we 
grasp that reality we can begin to live as God 
intended, which is to participate in his very 
life and contribute to his story of salvation in 
a uniquely great way. Rarely do we internalize 
God’s unconditional love. Rarely is the message 
adequately preached! And yet it is vital for living 
an authentic Christian life. For the simple fact that 
Mark Joseph makes the unconditional love of God 
a central theme of this book, I highly recommend 
it. If you’re looking for theological reflection or 
spiritual poetry, this book will disappoint. It is 
direct and to the point. But if you are thirsty and 
feel yourself wasted through ceaseless striving 
to prove yourself or control your own destiny or 
anxiously earn points toward salvation, then the 
book will be for you like water in a desert.

—Joshua Miller, Amazon.com review
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“      he Eucharist is a little bit of      
      Heaven on Earth—think about 
that. Think in terms of our loved 
ones who are deceased. If we truly 
believe that they are in Heaven, then 
that little bit of Heaven on Earth 
is the only time when we can once 
again be that close to them. A time 
just to be with them while we are 
still in this life.”

T

SPEND SOME TIME 
CLOSE TO HEAVEN IN 

PERPETUAL ADORATION
24/7 in the Grotto Chapel

Sign up for your own
regular Holy Hour at

adorationpro.org/johnandpaul

Questions? Contact Deacon Tom Boucek at 
Adoration4Him@gmail.com or (717) 433-3525
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I have always felt called to serve—and 
    to teach my children to serve—those less 
fortunate, but I have been a little anxious at 
the thought of going into the city to a soup 
kitchen. The Meal Making Ministry at Saints 
John & Paul offers my family a chance to 
“give up” a couple hours of our time and 
do something that may have not been our 
first choice on a Saturday morning in order 
to be Christ to others. 

We have joined in the Meal Making events 
several times, and each time we walk away 
knowing this is an outreach project we will 
continue to participate in. Meal Making is 
open to people of all ages and abilities. My 
sons may not be the best at cracking eggs 
(unless you enjoy some shells in your meal) 
but they can measure items, pack a lunch, 
or package up a dessert perfectly. 

Every time we leave a Meal Making event, 
we discuss who the meals will be helping 
(Mars Home for Youth, Mission from 
Mars, Outreached Arms, Jubilee Kitchen, 
Shepherd’s Heart, Concordia Senior Care, 
Light of Life Rescue Mission, and the 
Emergency Cold Weather Shelters) and how 
amazing it is that we can get an enormous 
amount of food made for so many people 
in such a short time. 

come to our next event!
saturday, january 11 at 9:00 am

greatgrouping.org/meal-making



 s a young adult, I believed in God, but had 
  no relationship with Him. I ignored Him and 
   lived life without His blessing. In my thirties, 
I rediscovered my Catholic faith. As I matured 
in relationship with Christ, my heart ached for 
people living in my past: believing, but pretty 
much ignoring God. I began praying for others 
to open their hearts to Christ in their day-to-
day lives. For the wellbeing of all, my constant 
prayer became that everyone would come to 
not only believe, but to treat God like God.

This past March, I heard about the Flame of 
Love prayer group which met every Sunday at 
our parish. After reading “The Flame of Love” 

book, I asked Our Lady to help me 
discern if this devotion was legitimate. 

Faithfully since March, in trust and 
perseverance of prayer, I have 
attended the Flame of Love devotion. 
Admittedly, over all those Sundays, 
I had moments questioning if this 
commitment was worth continuing. 
Sometimes I felt that I was just a drone 
among other monotone voices.

On September 15, I was graced with an 
experience that made it clear that the power of 
prayer through this Flame of Love community is 
a strong weapon against evil and indifference to 
God. On that Sunday, in good spirits and ready 
to pray, I arrived at the Grotto for prayer before 
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Participants 
are welcome to take a turn reading Scripture 
meditations, leading the Rosary and Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, and to join voices in other 
prayers for conversions, praise and worship.

It was my turn to read. After a couple of words, 
I choked up with tears and could not continue. 
Another person took over for me. When the 
Rosary began, I had composed myself and 
was ready to participate. I started to respond 
in unison during the “Hail Mary”, but again 
choked up. This happened several times. 

I silently asked the Blessed Mother what was 
going on because I didn’t understand. Then 
I had a sense to be silent and relax in her 
Immaculate Heart in Adoration of her Son. In 
this silence, Mary was addressing my concern of 
whether the Flame of Love devotion was worth 
continuing since sometimes it felt monotone 
and impersonal. In obedient silence, I was 
graced with hearing the harmonious voices of 
those present as if all of Heaven was praying 
with us. That day, I believe I heard what Jesus 
and Mary hear when we gather in His name. 
It was beautiful. Our little prayer community 
belongs to the “communion of saints,” which 
joins in praise and worship everywhere Jesus is 
adored.

In a moment of doubt, I questioned the Blessed 
Mother if this was her wish to have me silent. 
My heart heard, “You will be graced ten-fold!” 
Although I did not know how many were in 
attendance at the time, this referred to St. Louis 
de Montfort’s explanation that, when a person 
recites the Rosary in a group, that individual 
gains merit for all the Rosaries prayed by each 
person in the group. At the end of Sunday’s 
session, our Parish Flame of Love leader 
confirmed there were 10 attendees that day. I 
was graced ten-fold!

Over the years, I have made my heart known 
to the Blessed Mother that I want to be her 
warrior to help bring souls to our Lord. St. Louis 
de Montfort also confirms for me that Our Lady 
is allowing me to be her warrior through the 
Flame of Love of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
St. Louis wrote: “When people say the Rosary 
together, it is far more formidable to the devil 
than one said privately because, in this public 
prayer, it is an army that is attacking him.”

Praise be to God for His gift of mercy and 
grace for all souls through the Flame of Love 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. I am blessed 
and grateful to participate in this community 
of voices lifted in powerful intercession for the 
conversion of souls.

—Mary Bulger

“The Flame of Love
devotion focuses 

on praying for 
conversions, not 

only for family and 
friends, but for all 

of humanity.” 
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    aith Formation in the Beaver Valley 
Parishes of the Great Grouping has 
drastically changed since we began 
on our journey to unity a year ago. 
Our staff has grown to include 
Directors for every stage of life; we 
have renovated a new Youth Space 
in the “Underground” at Our Lady of 
Peace; and the classroom technology 
has been updated. A lot of people 
scratched their heads and asked why 
we were doing all of this. The answer 
was easy: “To help as many people 
as possible get to heaven.” How can 
we do that? By accompanying them 
on their journey, by teaching as many 
people about God as possible, and 
by helping people have a real and 
substantial relationship with God.

Toddler Time with Jesus, is a 
program that is new to our grouping 
and unique to Beaver County. Our 
Elementary students and their parents 
are accompanied through lessons 
on the Gospel every week. We have 
an exciting new program for Middle 
School and High School students 
where they are being challenged 
to defy social norms and meet with 
Jesus in a personal way. We are 
striving to help make each home a 
Catholic home once again. We have 
a very active Young Adult Ministry
whose members have since joined 
other ministries and can be seen 
reading at Mass, helping as Greeters, 
working in the children’s programs, 
and even serving on the councils 
leading the entire community. Our 
adults are offered two different Bible 
Studies every week, we have an 
active Grief Share Ministry, as well as 
many other activities.

All of this does cost money and 
we need your help. Throughout 
January, we will be taking orders 
for a Soup Sale, home made by 
some of the best cooks in the 
Valley, available for pick up on 
“Souper Bowl” Sunday!

We will be selling a monthly calendar 
ticket for February, with chances to 
win based on the PA Daily Number, 
and we will also host a Super Bowl 
Party in the Underground at Our 
Lady of Peace. Please watch for 
information coming soon!

BEAVER VALLEY
homemade

    aith Formation in the Beaver Valley 
Parishes of the Great Grouping has 
drastically changed since we began 

why
we

need
your
help
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—Cindy Deschaine, 
Director of Faith Formation, Beaver Valley

cdeschaine@greatgrouping.org



     know I’m supposed to trust God, but sometimes      
     I forget.  Sister Rose’s session “Trust: A Key 
that Unlocks the Wellsprings of Mercy” helped me 
remember to trust God, in big matters and small.  
She gave examples from her own life and also 
talked about the incredible blessings and graces 
that come from each and every act of trusting God.  
She used excerpts from the Diary of St. Faustina and 

verses from the Psalms to explain trust.  Her talk gave 
me a new perspective which I was able to share with 

my children, especially in regard to the powerful five 
word prayer, 

My daughter and I were running late for her basketball practice 
and therefore didn’t get there until the doors were locked.  We had been waiting for a long time for 
someone to come by and open the door for us, but nobody was around because everyone was in 
the gym. And I didn’t have the cell #’s of anyone inside to come and let us in.  So, we kept waiting, 
and my daughter was so disappointed that we were so late and nobody was coming.  But then, 
I thought about Sister Rose’s talk and the story she told about when she prayed “Jesus, I trust in 
you” when she was in need of help, and we said that prayer.  All of a sudden, someone came out 
and opened the door!  My daughter and I were able to talk about that wonderful prayer!

“Jesus, I Trust In You.”  
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es January 8  •  “St. Faustina Kowalska, Secretary of God’s Mercy” 

February 19  •  “Blessed Michael Sopoćko, a Priest after the Heart of God”

March 11  •   “Confession: The Tribunal of Divine Mercy”

April 8  •  “Preparing for the Feast of Divine Mercy”

May 13  • “Divine Mercy as a Way of Life” 
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     I forget.  Sister Rose’s session “
that Unlocks the Wellsprings of Mercy
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prayers for the sick

mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass  ‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness

Monday, January 6 (1 JN 3:22–4:6/MT 4:12-17, 23-25)
9:00 AM † Pete Como (Joe & Noreen Fischer Family)

tuesday, january 7 (1 JN 4:7-10/MK 6:34-44)
7:00 AM † Albert Pavlik (Kolano Family)

wednesday, January 8 (1 JN 4:11-18/MK 6:45-52)
9:00 AM † Norenne Krzan (Krzan Family)

thursday, january 9 (1 JN 4:19–5:4/LK 4:14-22)  
7:00 AM † Chucck Netzel (Praskach Family)

friday, january 10 (1 JN 5:5-13/LK 5:12-16)
9:00 AM † Kevin Kerr (The Neal Family)

saturday, january 11 (1 JN 5:14-21/JN 3:22-30)
4:00 PM Confessions (Church)
5:00 PM † Barbara Zehnder (Mary Fischer)

sunday, january 12 (IS 42:1-4, 6-7/ACTS 10:34-38/MT 3:13-17)
7:30 AM ‡ The Faithful of the Great Grouping
9:00 AM † Francis Gutgsell (Cherichetti Family))
11:00 AM † Edna Bish (Choir)

Our newest christians

Harper Reid D’Amico
Daughter of Joseph and Sarah (LeDonne) D’Amico

Siena Carmela Taccone
Daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth (Dannerth) Taccone

our faithful departed

Stephen C. Papp
Parishioner and Father of Michael Papp

As always, thank you for your kind and generous support of our parish.

Weekend of  December 22 
WEEKLY OFFERTORY — $17,805

PARISH SHARE —  $12,758 *
*Includes  $10,673.00 EGP

Weekend of December 29 will be in the January 12  Evangelion

our gifts to god

remember IN PRAYER

All of our Military and First Responders

Lucille A.; Anita & Herm Anand; Baby Anthony; Ashley; Barbie;  
Elizabeth Bordoni; Boyd; Thomas Bugel; Susan Bunce-Gillooly; 
Roger Burgdorf; Tristan Byrne; Christopher and Mary Anne; Chris 
C.; George Cherveka; Ed Colerich; Sumter Davega; David; Joanne 
DeMarco; Geno Denney; Jodie Dentici; Kathleen Diulus; Adellina 
Donaldson; Teri Dye; John P. Eastly;  Erin Farrah-Keedy; Farrah 
Family; Florence; Brendan E.; Ethel Gaspar; Jobie Glessner; Gochis 
Family; Carol Giger; Valerie Golik; Marianne Grom; Edie Harris; 
Jack Hartle; Deacon Al Heiles; Janet Heintz; Andrew J.; Jessica; 
Julia;  Joe K.; Chase Kaczmarek; Lois Karran; Cheryl Kassner; Kathy; 
Donna Kaufman; John Kealy; Rebecca Kelman; Kim; Cassie Kirsch; 
Lynn & Rodger Kirsch; Stephen and Lois Knapke Family; Jason 
Kwiatkowski; Maellen Langlois; Frank Leone; Lily; Julia A. Lutz;  Jill 
Majors; Mary Margaret Malandra; Ann Maloy; Marge; Marty; Mary 
Anne; Terry McCartney; Fr. Naos McCool; Jack McCusker; Stephen 
McLoughlin; Patty McMahon; Robert E. Mainert; Edward Meegan; 
Anita Marie Merlino; Fran Michelli; Frank Milicia; Sally Miller; Dee 
Muller; Diane Munkus; Mary Ellen Netzel;  Sue O.; Pam; Stephen 
Papp; Pat Patchell, Patrick; Kim Pegher; Ellen Pels; Scott Penrod; 
Virginia Perozzi; Patricia Pfendler; Pierre; Carmen L. Pizarro; Barbara 
Ploetz; Gary Price; Rebecca Reder; Rivera Family; Helen Rivetti; 
Denise Roble; Amanda Romanelli; Baby Roos; Sue Rosle; Michael 
Rovnak; Sean Roy; Isabella Sciara; Pasqua Sciulli; Steve Seaman; 
Jamal Shuriah; Lindsay Skeen; Barb Snyder; Mary Beth Stapleton; 
Paul St. Onge; Greg Stawara; John Stein; Naomi Stein; Myranda 
and Easton Stephans; Anne Stickler; Amanda Stygar; Sydney; 
Mary Ann Szymoniak; Bob Tomaszewski; James Treemarchi; Dan 
Trombola; John Tucci; Sarah Turner; Paul Turnley; Garvin Urban; Bob 
Urso; Two Vanzant babies;  Austin W; Baby W.; Linda W.; Siegfried 
Wagner; Charlotte Wall; Mary Alice Weidner; Norbert Weidner; 
John Woffington; Katherine Yancosek; Kim Yon; David Zavolta; 
Joseph Zeller.
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Janney MontgoMery Scott LLc
richard c. reynoLdS

Senior Vice PreSident / Wealth ManageMent
accredited Wealth ManageMent adViSorSM

Branch Manager

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com

Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

 BERNARD M.
 T U L L Y
 ESQUIRE
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 

Injury/Accident Cases
No Recovery/No Fee

30 years trial experience counts
www.telltully.net

724.935.1922

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

412-367-3100

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

7720 Perry Highway

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

 BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
 8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
 Phone/Fax 412-630-9123
 www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

 Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
 Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
 Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253
 carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com
 FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
 P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

 Linda Garber-Windisch
 Real Estate Agent

 Your Hometown Realtor

 724-713-6031 mobile • 724-776-9705 office
 lwindisch@tprsold.com

1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville
(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms

Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage
724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com

124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

 Lisa M. MccauLey, Lsw
 PsychotheraPist
 215 Executive Dr., Ste. 102 • Cranberry Twp.

 724-934-8350
M

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com
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THIS SPACE IS

8 area locations 
FREE Home Delivery
866-OWL-clea(n)

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

Complete pet boarding, grooming and dog training services 

Misty Pines Pet CoMPany
(412) 364-4122 • www.mistypinespetcompany.com

Serving the Community Since 1975

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

412-364-1127

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

www.mintolandscaping.com
724-287-1278

Minto Landscaping Inc.
Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers

River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal

Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

(724) 473-5592
2630 Brandt School Rd.

Wexford

Kids have a blast learning 
to code while building

awesome video games.
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REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL

IN YOUR WILL

 Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
 Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

 • Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
 • Interest-Free Financing
 • Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
 • Risk-Free Trial Periods
 • LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

 Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
 Board Certified Board Certified
 Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090
724-934-8744  |  5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

 • Senior Citizen Discounts
 • Repair & Service All Makes
 • Tinnitus Therapy
 • LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
     * Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

7 2 4 - 7 7 2 - 8 8 0 0
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor
2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281

Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

 Wills, Estates  &
 Other Legal Services

337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370

rjt52@hotmail.com

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today! 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

Jack Grater, CPA, MST, Former IRS Agent, Parishioner 
Business Consulting • Accounting and Bookkeeping

Income Tax Planning and Preparation
Quickbooks Advisor • Ed Slott Elite IRA Advisor

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com • 412.928.3838 • www.ktgcpa.com

   Franki Chambers
   REALTOR®

 O: 412-367-3200
 C: 412-478-3950
 E: fchambers@tprsold.com
 Parishioner/Military Family

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Nino’s Custom Clothing and Tailor
Black Tie Tuxedo

PROFESSIONAL ALTERATIONS FOR MEN & WOMEN
TUXEDO AND SUIT RENTAL AND SALE • ALL FORMAL ACCESSORIES

– Mention this ad for 10% off alteration –
(724) 935-4111 • 120705 Perry Hwy., Ste. D, Wexford

www.ninosblacktietuxedoandtailor.com

Drs. Brian & Robert Klaich
724-776-2280

Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143

(724) 934-3000     www.schellhaasfh.com 
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor

Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD
Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation
(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

GEORGE A. THOMA FUNERAL HOME, INc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services
Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director

10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400
www.thomafuneralhome.com

Lynn Titus
(412) 398-9955

PARISHIONERS
Bruce Titus

(412) 719-4769
Kelley Titus-Polard

(724) 816-8665

Selling a home?   Buying a home?

(412) 366-1600
Real Estate Services

Thank you for your continued 
trust & referrals.

 WEXFORD
 HEALTH CARE
 CENTER

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.
412-366-7900

Linda Clautti, Parishioner
Broker, Health Benefits Services

(412) 335-0550

MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE

Access All 
Companies!

HELP WANTED!
 We are searching for enthusiastic,
 passionate, positive team players
 for our New Balance
 Pittsburgh-Wexford location.
 Patricia at
                pat.mourey@gordonshoes.com

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.
725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778

Parishioner Kraig Cawley
Certified Financial Plannertm

www.cawleyfinancial.com
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC

Me m be r  F INRA/SIPC

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY

– Parish Parishioners –
724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

Ward Garner, CFP®, Senior Vice President
Author of How to Protect My Million

 Expert Financial Planning
 Retirement Planning  Investment Management
 Estate Planning  Insurance Planning
 Education Planning

 billfew.com or call 412.630.6000

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring

Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

MATT SNYDER
(724) 799-2032



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104
greatgrouping.org

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Senior Parochial Vicar

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

       

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

greatgrouping.orggreatgrouping.org

M

T

W

F
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Th

Su

the week ahead

help lines
24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

regular mass & confession times

Monday, January 6
9:45 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
10:00 AM Mary Help of Christians (6) 
11:00 AM Bible Timeline Facilitator Mtg (5)
6:00 PM  Troop 935 Meeting (UCDC)
6:30 PM Pack 935 - Bears (5)
7:00 PM Seperated & Divorced (8&9)
7:00 PM Special Needs Awareness Mtg 
7:00 PM Welcome Retreat (Brides Room)

Tuesday, January 7
9:30 AM The Bible Timeling (1,5,6,7,8,9,10) 
2:00 PM Eucharistic Holy Hour (Grotto)
6:30 PM EDGE Core Team (Youth)
7:30 PM RCIA (MPR)

Wednesday, January 8
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Series (MPR)
9:30 AM Moms Group (10)
7:00 PM Divine Mercy Series (MPR)
7:00 PM Cancer Caring Ministry (Conf)
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (8&9)
7:00 PM Pack 935- Wolves (5)

Thursday, January 9
9:00 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
9:30 AM Bible Study - Romans (CDC)
10:00 AM Spanish Team Rosary (Church)
11:00 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
7:00 PM Finance Council Meeting (Conf)
7:00 PM The Bible Timeline (5,6,7,8,9,10)
7:00 PM Pack 935 - AOL (Youth)

Friday, January 10
12:00 PM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
5:00 PM Seraphim/Cherubim Choir Practice 
     
Saturday, January 11
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (MPR) 
9:00 AM Meal Making (UCDC)
1:00 PM Sensory Friendly Movie (MPR)
4:00 PM Confessions
7:00 PM Family Movie Night (CDC)

Sunday, January 12
9:00 AM Sunday School (LCDC) 
9:45 AM Lectio Divina (MPR)
10:00 AM Family Program (CDC)
12:15 PM EDGE (UCDC)
12:15 PM Station Rotations (LCDC)  
1:00 PM Flame of Love Devotion (Grotto)
2:00 PM Little Flowers (MPR)
2:00 PM Blue Knights (8&9)
6:30 PM LifeTeen (UCDC & Youth)

(Practice)


