
“S
an

 P
ao

lo
,”

 b
y 

Po
m

p
eo

 B
at

on
i, 

17
42

.



P
ag

e Tw
o  |  E

V
A

N
G

E
LIO

N
 • Sund

ay, January 12, 2020 • g
reatg

roup
ing

.org

The Baptism of the Lord  + January 12, 2020

Scripture Speaks
Let God reveal Himself to you 
in His Word. As you reflect on 

these readings, feel free to use 
available space to make notes, 

mark, or highlight anything that 
speaks to you.

FIRST READING—Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one 
with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring 
forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making 
his voice heard in the street. A bruised reed he shall not break, and a 
smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he establishes justice on the 
earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching.

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you 
by the hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people,
a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out 
prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in 
darkness.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 29—“The Lord will bless his people with his 
peace.”

R. The Lord will bless his people with his peace.

1. Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly powers, ascribe to the Lord glory       
    and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; bow down   
    before the Lord, majestic in holiness.

2. The voice of the Lord upon the waters, the Lord on the immensity of       
    waters; the voice of the Lord full of power; the voice of the Lord full of   
    splendor.

3. The God of Glory thunders; in his temple they all cry, “Glory!” The      
    Lord sat enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits as king forever. 

SECOND READING—ACTS 10:34-38
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, 
saying: “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every 
nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You 
know the word that he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all over 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached,
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.
He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him.” 

ENTRANCE #903 —”Baptized in Water”
1. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: Heirs of      
    salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God’s praise we sing.

2. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King: One with his rising,  
    freed and forgiven, thankfully now God’s praise we sing. 

3. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King: Born of one      
    Father, we are his children, joyfully now God’s praise we sing.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #661—“Song Over the Waters”
Refrain: God, you have moved upon the waters, you have sung in the rush of wind and flame; and 
    in your love, you have called us sons and daughters, make us people of the water and your name.

1. Come fill our waiting hearts with the spirit of Jesus, let us shine with your light and peace.

2. Give us a thirst of love, give us a hunger for justice, make us one with the mind of Christ.

3. You are the breath of life, you are the hope of the hopeless, come and fill us with light and peace.

4. Come, open ev’ry heart, come now and wake us to wonder, make us vessels of light and peace.

COMMUNION CHANT #584—“Come to the Water”
1. O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, let them come to  
    the Lord: without money, without price. Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord? 

2. And let all who seek, let them come to the water. And let all who have nothing, let them come  
    to the Lord: without money, without strife. Why should you spend your life, except for the Lord?

3. And let all who toil, let them come to the water. And let all who are weary, let them come to the  
    Lord: all who labor, without rest. How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord?

4. And let all the poor, let them come to the water. Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to  
    the Lord: bring the children without might. Easy the load and light: come to the Lord.

CONCLUDING RITE #459—“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
1. Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, manifested by the star to the      
    sages from afar; branch of royal David’s stem in your birth at Bethlehem; anthems be to you   
    addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

2. Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest and King supreme; and at Cana, wedding guest, in  
    your God-head manifest; manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine; anthems be to you  
    addressed, God in flesh made manifest.

GOSPEL—Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. John tried to prevent him,  

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?” Jesus said to him in reply,

“Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed him. After 

Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened for him,

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon him. And a voice came 

from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
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A message from Father Jay

receive such inspirational feedback from 
our Adoration chapel. From a needed peaceful break 

during the busyness of a day to the heartwrenching 
endurance of personal tragedies such as the loss of 
a loved one to just stopping by to chat with Jesus... 

the Adoration chapel has witnessed over 50 hours of 
adoration each day for the last 6 months which means 

about 10,000 hours of prayers have been heard by 
Jesus in our Lady of Guadalupe Grotto. 

A message from Father JayA message from Father Jay

this year, take the

24/7 perpetual adoration
at Saints John & Paul Grotto Chapel

monday-friday 8am-8pm
at Our Lady of Peace

20 minutes
20 times

of adoration

in 2020

One example of adoring our Lord comes from 
the Steeler Family: the Rooneys. Tom Rooney 

is an active member of our Great Grouping, 
including Finance Council and the annual Golf 

Outing. Makes me wonder what would happen 
if we all tried—just one time—to adore our 

Eucharistic Jesus. 

Father Jay:

Saw in the notes from the council meeting that 
you suggested members participate in Adoration. 
I signed up to be a sub and did my first hour 
today.

I totally get it. The quiet time alone with the 
Eucharist is like... like... like...? Going through a 
car wash, coming out clean and sweet-smelling 
on the other side, or getting a haircut (I think I 
remember getting a real haircut) and feeling like 
you’re Fred Astaire, bounding down the street.

Really, it was like coming out of the Confessional. 
Almost a sacramental experience. Thanks for 
pushing us.

—Tom Rooney

of adoration

in 2020



the
catechist

column
JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org
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Now when I carry my baby, I carry a living, 
breathing (and sometimes puking) tabernacle. 
She has put on Christ and received the light of 
Christ. And the same thing happened to me as 
an infant when my parents had me baptized. 
Now when I am in a state of grace, I too am a 
living, breathing tabernacle. 

We mark birthdays as the start of our life 
outside the womb. We mark anniversaries as 
the start of married life. We ought to mark 
baptism anniversaries as the start of our 
sacramental union with the Lord. Sacraments 
are the ways that God gets inside us, and 
Baptism, the gateway of the sacraments, is the 
beginning of that process. You can’t receive 
First Reconciliation, or any other Confession, 
without having been baptized. You can’t 
receive First Communion, or any subsequent 
Communions, without having been baptized. 
You can’t receive Confirmation, Anointing of 
the Sick, Matrimony, or Holy Orders without 
first receiving Baptism.

On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, I 
encourage each of you to mark your calendar 
with the dates of your household’s Baptism 
Anniversaries and start celebrating them. For 
some suggestions, visit greatgrouping.org/
baptism.

Last week for Epiphany, we 
reflected on the universal scope 
of Jesus’ mission through the 
figures of the Magi. These figures 

in our Nativity scenes often are depicted as 
European, Asian, and African to emphasize 
that Jesus came for all people. This week, 
the Holy Spirit is emphasizing the same point 
in our second reading: “In truth, I see that 
God shows no partiality. Rather, in every 
nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly 
is acceptable to him.” Anyone from anywhere 
can follow Jesus’ example, receive Baptism, 
and join God’s family.

Our reading from Acts 10 ends with St. Peter 
talking about Jesus’ ministry. The verses that 
continue where our reading leaves off go on to 
talk about Jesus’ death and Resurrection and 
his commission to the Apostles. Part of that 
commission was to “Go… make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them.” (Matthew 28:19) By 
the end of Acts 10, Peter baptizes the gentile 
Cornelius and his whole household, which 
presumably included both adults and children, 
even infants.

For most of us baptized as infants, we can lose 
sight of the importance of what occurred at 
our own Baptism. My fifth child, Lydia, was just 
baptized after Thanksgiving, and experiencing 
the Rite of Baptism again was a great reminder 
of what happens in this sacrament. When Fr. 
Jay poured the water over Lydia’s little head 
and spoke the Trinitarian formula, the Holy 
Trinity took up residence in her soul! “Anyone from anywhere can 

follow Jesus’ example, receive 
Baptism, and join God’s family.”

LL
reflected on the universal scope reflected on the universal scope 
of Jesus’ mission through the of Jesus’ mission through the 
figures of the Magi. These figures figures of the Magi. These figures 

in our Nativity scenes often are depicted as in our Nativity scenes often are depicted as 
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my

     n Sunday April 28, 2018 I was baptized at 

the age of seven. Baptism means to get rid of 

original sin and also to become a child of God. 

I was able to watch my younger sister, Teresa, 

be baptized, and it made me want to become 

baptized as well. My Dad, Stepmom, Mom, 

and I had a conversation about it. Then Saints 

John & Paul gave me a packet to work on. 

The packet included information teaching me 

about Baptism. Shortly after that came my 

baptism, and I became a Catholic! My baptism 

is very special to me because I will always 

remember it while others won’t be able to 

remember theirs. 

My favorite part of the whole experience was 

getting blessed by the priest with the oil on 

my face. My recommendation to anyone who 

wants to get baptized but is too scared or think 

they are too old is that they should go for it. It 

was the greatest day of my life!

—Bailey Rodriguez age 9

     n Sunday April 28, 2018 I was baptized at      n Sunday April 28, 2018 I was baptized at 

the age of seven. Baptism means to get rid of the age of seven. Baptism means to get rid of 
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This is the first word that comes to mind when I’m asked to reflect on my 
experience with the Making Music Praying Twice (MMPT) program that my 
young daughter and I participated in last fall. Reverence. From the moment 
we entered the MMPT room to the moment we left, there was always a sense 
of reverence, a sense that we were doing something special, something 
transcendent, not just singing kiddie songs and playing with instruments. We 
were, as the title of the program so appropriately denotes, praying through 
music.

Organized around a series of CDs according to each liturgical season, 
the facilitator would lead the children in a variety of traditional songs and 
movement activities; from the preparatory anticipation of “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel” during Advent to the jubilant hymn of “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
during Eastertime, the children learned that each liturgical season fosters an 
accompanying mood.

Because the focus of the class was to celebrate the liturgical year of the Church, 
the facilitator employed traditional church hymns as well as secular songs and 
games or movements to convey each seasonal mood. The children learned the 
basics of tempo and rhythm by patting their knees and adding accompanying 
hand gestures as they sang of the three expectant Wise Men awaiting the 
birth of baby Jesus. They giggled in delight as their mother or father made 
“raindrops” on their heads with his or her fingers as they sang of a warm rain 
shower that brings eager anticipation before springtime. They joyfully beat 
African drums as they repeated lyrics from their facilitator in an unknown 
language about union with the saints in heaven; this, of course, accompanied 
by giggles and smiles of a new learned skill. They knelt in reverence in front 
of the prayer table complete with a statue of the Sacred Heart of Jesus during 
Ordinary Time or a manger scene (sans baby Jesus) during Advent as they sang 
our Blessed Mother’s “Magnificat.”

All of these examples, and so many more, made our experience with MMPT
one that has certainly left a lasting impact on my daughter, who now, thanks 
to this program, understands that there are certain times for reverence and 
play, distinguishes how to keep a tempo with a leader, demonstrates the use 
of a variety of musical instruments, and recognizes that singing can also be a 
delightfully authentic form of prayer. What a joy it was to participate in and 
introduce young children to something so true, beautiful, and good at such a 
young age. What a joy it was to see them making music, thereby praying twice.

—Allison McLaughlin

everence. 

greatgrouping.org/
early-childhood-sjp

everence. everence. 

greatgrouping.org/
early-childhood-sjp
greatgrouping.org/
early-childhood-sjp
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The program is structured to help children 
recalibrate through the mixture of fun songs led 
by a guitar. I found that my boys were learning 
just by participating and they need not be 
perfectly silent to be reverent. In fact, as we 
sang songs and listened to stories, I started 
to notice that they were getting a spiritual 
education subconsciously. The messages of 
the music and stories were sinking in, and they 
would ask follow-up questions on the way 
home about what they had heard. They were 
learning simple concepts about Jesus and the 
saints, understanding words like “monstrance” 
and began to request songs at home that we 
had sung in Adoration. Simply put, I felt that 
I was sowing enormously valuable seeds for 
their long-term growth and spiritual foundation. 
Even more surprising was that the Holy Half 
Hour was reinforcing my faith as well. By 
leading my children to God, I was making the 
time and effort for prayer that I didn’t know that 
I needed. I was setting aside time each week—
outside of Mass—to praise God and grow in 
my prayer life and was developing friendships 
with like-minded parents and grandparents who 
have helped to deepen my relationship with 
Jesus.

If you are looking for a reprieve from the 
busy, hectic world and want to teach your 
child how to slow down and quiet themselves 
before Jesus, this is a ministry for you, and we 
welcome you and your children. It’s a nurturing 
place to help both you and your little one 
get oriented with the Blessed Sacrament and 
deepen a relationship with Christ.

—Lindsay Ries

    s parents, we know that our greatest 
     responsibility is to help our children get to 
Heaven. We open the door to the Church at 
Baptism, but it can be difficult finding ways 
to incorporate faith-based routines beyond 
weekly Mass and encouraging our little ones 
to start a relationship with Jesus. Saints John 
& Paul’s Children’s Holy Half Hour Ministry is 
designed for just that!

Each Holy Half Hour is filled with prayers, 
lines of Scripture, songs, stories, intercessions 
and times of prayerful silence, all catered 
to children from infancy to Kindergarten. 
Once the half hour is over, the parents (or 
grandparents) have the option of using the 
babysitting services so that they can continue 
to pray before the Blessed Sacrament 
and find serenity amidst the chaos that 
accompanies raising small children. It’s a 
great way to encourage your children to 
start a prayerful relationship with Jesus while 
simultaneously deepening your own prayerful 
inner peace.

I was asked to help start this ministry when 
my boys were 1, 2 and 3 years old. I really 
worried that they would be rambunctious 
and disruptive during the program, but I 
took a leap of faith and have brought them 
faithfully every week for a little over three 
years now. During that time I’ve learned that 
Jesus’ statement, “Let the Children come to 
me, and do not hinder them for the Kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these” rings true. 
Kids can be kids, and parents need not be 
afraid if their child is having trouble sitting 
still. 

    s parents, we know that our greatest     s parents, we know that our greatest 
     responsibility is to help our children get to      responsibility is to help our children get to 
    s parents, we know that our greatest     s parents, we know that our greatest 
     responsibility is to help our children get to      responsibility is to help our children get to 

thursdays 10 -10:30 am in the grotto
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On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
we were blessed to be able to attend 
a Living Nativity service event put on 
by the Little Flowers group for the 
Sisters of Divine Providence. Having 
just had my fifth baby two months 
prior, a defiant one-year-old (her 
favorite word right now is “no”), a 
4-year old who had just gotten over 
a week of sickness, and two busy 
daughters (6 and 8), I felt the stress 
of preparing our family for Christmas 
Eve and was frustrated about going 
to this event, knowing that it would 
take up so much energy and time. 
After many meltdowns (by all of us), 
we barely made it there in time. 
Little did I know that God would 
share with me and so many others a 
glimpse of true joy. The Little Flowers
girls were so happy to dress up and 
share the story of Jesus’ birth. The 
elderly Sisters, parents, siblings, and 
grandparents sat among each other 
to remember this story of love. The 
warm, crowded room echoed with 
traditional Christmas carols telling of 
a God coming to us in a manger.

Afterwards, the Little Flowers
girls walked around to each of the 
Sisters, sharing stories and cookies. 
One of the Sisters, one of eleven 
children, both smiled and cried as 
she reflected on how so many of 
her siblings had passed away but 
enjoyed the new life of so many 
nieces and nephews abounding 
that day. 

I learned that many of the sisters 
would stay put in the motherhouse, 
celebrating in whatever way the 
activities director would have them 
celebrate that day. They were so 
happy that we brought our families 
and Christmas joy to them. I learned 
that one Sister was convinced that in 
heaven, when God calls her home, 
there’s a rocking chair for her to do 
nothing but hold and rock precious 
babies forever. She told me that for 
ten years she had volunteered to 
hold and rock babies in the hospital, 
but she couldn’t do it any more due 
to the health issues that come with 
age. I asked her if she would like me 
to help her hold my 2-month-old 
baby. As I looked into her eyes, she 
nearly exploded with joy as she held 
my daughter with me and gazed 
upon her sleeping face. As she went 
back to her room that day, she told 
everyone that holding that baby was 
her dearest Christmas gift that year.

God taught me that day that life is 
meant to be shared face-to-face. 

As I’ve been struggling this 
postpartum to get out of the house 
and find joy in the difficult tasks 
of motherhood, God has sent me 
visitors from our church family to 
comfort me and be with me, face-
to-face, on difficult days. I see God’s 
love in them. I saw God working in 
me when He asked me to use my 
weary mother-arms to share the gift 
of my baby’s life with someone else. 

He reminded me that, when I take for 
granted this overwhelming, chaotic, 
weary, motherly life of mine, there’s 
someone out there wishing to hold a 
baby, see a toddler’s smile, or talk to 
a young child.

I could have stayed home, wrapped 
in the busyness of preparing our 
big family for Christmas Eve, but I 
learned that life isn’t meant to be 
bottled up inside our homes or 
merely broadcast on social media 
for everyone to see on a screen. 
God came to us, vulnerably, face-
to-face as a tiny baby in a manger. 
Imagine those who could hold Him, 
touch Him, and kiss His sweet baby 
face. God continues to come to us, 
vulnerably, in the Eucharist so that He 
can live in us and strengthen us for 
the work He has given us to do. We 
need not be alone in our struggles, 
and He calls us to not keep Him to 
ourselves but to share His love with 
others, face-to-face.

—Natalie Gawaldo

living
nativity

greatgrouping.org/little-flowers
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   ubilee Soup Kitchen, located on a slope above Fifth Avenue in    
   Pittsburgh’s Hill District, marked its 40th anniversary on November 12, 
2019. Its founder, Sister Liguori Rossner, passed away the week before 
at the age of 78. Surely, she celebrated in heaven with the angels and 
saints, as Jubilee continues to serve Jesus in the city’s poor, homeless and 
marginalized.

From its start, Jubilee wasn’t just a place to get a hot meal or sandwich 
to go. Over the years, its menu has included everything from day care to 
literacy training to computer training to algebra tutorials. Decades ago, 
the kitchen even raised enough money to buy a nearby rowhouse for a 
working mother and her children, where the woman still lives today. At 
a time when steel mills were closing, the Society of St. Vincent De Paul 
offered its unused warehouse at 2005 Wyandotte Street. Volunteer union 
workers repaired the building, and merchants donated equipment and 
materials. Sister Liguori, then a teacher at Bishop Boyle High School in 
Homestead, became the first executive director. She and Sister Joyce 
Rothermel (who soon after founded the Greater Pittsburgh Community 
Food Bank—operator of another of our outreach programs, Produce to 
People) started with a checkbook that had a balance of $9.36. 

The Lord provided, and Jubilee was never wanting for money again—an 
amazing feat given that Jubilee Soup Kitchen operates without a dime 
from the government, counting on foundation and corporate grants and 
private donations. Its childcare and preschool programs serve about 
35 children, and it serves over 100 people breakfast and/or lunch 365 
days per year. Referrals are made to health providers, clothing is offered 
onsite, showers are available Monday through Friday, from 10:00 AM 
until Noon, and assistance is provided to complete applications for Food 
Stamps. Jubilee also has a food pantry in Polish Hill, which serves walk-
in clients every other week and delivers to 70 home bound and elderly 
seniors twice a month. Additionally, it provides personal care items to 
people in Allegheny County Jail.

Our Great Grouping serves at Jubilee Soup Kitchen, preparing and 
plating hot lunches and packaging take-out meals, the third Saturday of 
each month. We are blessed to be the face, hands and feet of Christ to 
our needy brothers and sisters, and we experience Jesus in them as well. 
Come join us! 

January 18 
February 15

March 21
April 18
May 16
June 20
July 18

August 15
September 19 

October 17
November 21
December 12

2020 dates

greatgrouping.org/jubilee-kitchen
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prayer  •  confiteor  •  liturgy of the hours

MICHELLE WRIGHT
Franciscan University 
of Steubenville
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     he best advice I have ever 
     received concerning the topic
     of prayer is to, “pray as you can, 
not as you can’t!” That might sound 
a bit obvious to most people, but 
the idea was a huge breakthrough 
for me—especially when I became 
a mom. Learning to “pray as I 
can” has given me the freedom to 
embrace the beauty of the season 
in which I am actually living. Just 
like we wear coats in the winter and 
shorts in the summer, there can be 
different kinds of prayer for different 
seasons of life. As a college student 
and young professional, Daily 
Mass and regular Holy Hours were 
a challenge, but not impossible. 
As a working mom, I have had to 
get creative—intercessory prayer 
as I fold the laundry, praise and 
thanksgiving as I wash the dishes 
and music sprinkled throughout the 
day to remind me of beauty and 
goodness. Prayer doesn’t have to be 
complicated. It is simply a conscious 
interior disposition—a gaze towards 
Our Heavenly Father who is always 
lovingly gazing back. 

as you can

     he best advice I have ever      he best advice I have ever 
     received concerning the topic     received concerning the topic
     of prayer is to, “pray as you can,      of prayer is to, “pray as you can, 

so many different types of prayer!
Only have a second? Try a simple prayer like, “Come, Holy Spirit” or 
“Jesus, I trust in You.”

Only have a minute? Try a 60 second reflection from guslloyd.com, 
blessedisshe.net (my current favorite!), or memorize a new traditional 
Catholic prayer

Only have 5 minutes? Try reading the daily readings with the 
Universal Church (usccb.org) – they will even send you an email to help 
you remember!

Have time to go deeper? Try praying the Liturgy of the Hours with 
divineoffice.org (also a free app!) or spend some time with Scripture 
via Lectio Divina
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•  memorare  •  salve regina  •  magnificat  •  act of contrition  •  act of faith  •  act of love  •  act of hope  •  fatima



was another 
great year!

  Thanks to all of the 
volunteers who helped 

at the trees, sorting gifts, 
parishioners who delivered 
gifts on December 8 (and 
the extra “muscle” who 
helped load gifts in cars) 
and especially to all who 
provided over 1,000 gifts 

to folks in need.  

We appreciate all of you!  
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Join the women of WINGS 
for a monthly Morning of 

Reflection including brunch, 
prayer, music, and Mass on 

Saturday, January 25.

January is pro-life month and our 
guest Karen DiEugenio will be 

fresh off the March for Life 
and will be presenting 

her personal witness story

Life and Death:
My Journey from Choice to Truth

Register at greatgrouping.org/wings

i  t is inspiring to gather with other 
women of all ages and hear how 
God is working in their lives.  It 
helps us to recognize the ways He 
is at work in ours.  When someone 
shares their joys and challenges 
they are allowing the Lord to use 
their story to touch hearts.  

What a gift that is!

I

WOMEN IN GODS SPIRIT

P
ag

e 
Th

ir
te

en
  |

  E
V

A
N

G
E

LI
O

N
 •

 S
un

d
ay

, J
an

ua
ry

 1
2,

 2
02

0 
• 

g
re

at
g

ro
up

in
g

.o
rg



P
ag

e Fourteen  |  E
V

A
N

G
E

LIO
N

 • Sund
ay, January 12, 2020 • g

reatg
roup

ing
.org

P
ag

e Fourteen  |  E
V

A
N

G
E

LIO
N

 • Sund
ay, January 12, 2020 • g

reatg
roup

ing
.org

FATHER JOE CARR
frjoecarr@me.com

    he home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus was a 
place where Jesus could go to kick back and relax 
with a few intimate friends. On one occasion, 
when Martha was frantically working to prepare 
a meal for her visitors, she complained to Jesus, 
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left 
me by myself to do the serving? Tell her to help 
me.” Jesus responded, saying, 
“Martha, Martha, you are anxious 
and worried about many things.  
There is need of only one thing. 
Mary has chosen the better part 
and it will not be taken from her.”

Just a few days before Christmas, 
we lost a dear friend and beloved 
parishioner, Martha Piontek. She 
was only 69 years old. It is no 
exaggeration to say that Martha 
was the kind of person of whom 
legends are made. (I would say 
“that legends are made of,” but 
Martha was an English teacher 
at Ambridge High School, and 
she would come back and haunt 
me if I ended a sentence with 
a preposition.) Martha had the unique ability to 
balance serving God and worshiping Him; she 
truly was the best of Martha and Mary.  

Growing up at St. Stanislaus in Ambridge, Martha 
dreamed of being an altar server, but before 
Vatican II, girls were not allowed to serve at the 
altar. Undaunted, Martha dug in and learned all 
she could about Sacred Liturgy. She went on to 
train altar servers and lectors. She also trained 
newly ordained priests in the elaborate Holy Week 
and Easter Vigil Liturgies. I know this first hand, 
because as a “baby priest,” she took me under 
her wing and walked me through each liturgy, 
saying, “Don’t worry Father Joe, I’ll be there every 
step of the way with you.” 

“& Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried 
about many things.  There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it 
will not be taken from her.”  —Luke 10: 41-42

martha
mary

Martha’s skill as a liturgist was legendary.  Once 
when the Bishop came to celebrate Mass, his 
Master of Ceremonies confided in me that he 
was always relieved when he came to our parish 
because he knew that our altar servers were so well 
trained that everything would just flow seamlessly.  

Martha’s service went far beyond the walls of 
the church.  She served as an English Teacher at 
Ambridge High School for 40 years. She was the 
original Softball Coach at Ambridge, Past President 

of AAEA, and a member of the 
Ambridge Rotary.  

Before she passed, Martha planned 
her own funeral liturgy, selecting 
not only the music but the readings 
as well. She asked that the Gospel 
story of Zacchaeus be read.  
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector 
who was very short in stature.  
When Jesus arrived in town, he 
climbed a tree so that he could get 
a look at Jesus, despite the crowds. 
Jesus called to Zacchaeus, telling 
him to come down so that they 
might have dinner at his house.   
The locals, who hated tax collectors, 
were outraged. In response, 
Zacchaeus told the Lord that he 

would give half of all he owned to the poor and 
repay anyone he had harmed four times over.  

When I asked Martha why she liked the story of 
Zacchaeus, she smiled shyly and said, “because 
he was just a little person, who gave all he had to 
the Lord.” I can’t think of a better epitaph for our 
Martha. She humbly labored in God’s vineyard, 
avoiding the limelight so that others—especially 
children—could shine. There’s an old saying, “A 
candle loses none of its brilliance in lighting another 
candle.” Martha’s candle continues to burn brightly, 
just beyond our mortal sight. Like Zacchaeus, she 
gave all that she had to light the path for others, 
the path that leads to Christ.     

    he home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus was a     he home of Martha, Mary and Lazarus was a 
place where Jesus could go to kick back and relax place where Jesus could go to kick back and relax 
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prayers for the sick

mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass  ‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness

Monday, January 13 (1 SM 1:1-8/MK 1:14-20)
9:00 AM † Francis McLoughlin (Joe & Noreen Fischer Family)

tuesday, january 14 (1 SM 1:9-20/MK 1:21-28)
7:00 AM † Norenne Krzan (Krzan Family)

wednesday, January 15 (1 SM 3:1-10, 19-20/MK 1:29-39)
9:00 AM † James Gillooly (Tom & Debbie Schiemer)

thursday, january 16 (1 SM 4:1-11/MK 1:40-45)  
7:00 AM † Theresa Stripay (Patricia Olean)

friday, january 17 (1 SM 8:4-7, 10-22A/MK 2:1-12)
9:00 AM ‡ Caitlyn Watson’s 18th Birthday (Christie Watson & Family)

saturday, january 18 (1 SM 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1/MK 2:13-17)
4:00 PM Confessions (Church)
5:00 PM † David McGregor (Parents)

sunday, january 19 (IS 49:3, 5-6/1 COR 1:1-3/JN 1:29-34)
7:30 AM † Agnes Barczyk (Nancy Piotrowski)
9:00 AM ‡ The Faithful of the Great Grouping
11:00 AM † Nancy Sauers Wauchter (Rick & Gail Gross & Family)

Our newest christians
Vera Susan Carlson

Daughter of Shawn and Jamie (Malta) Carlson

Mia Zavala Hernandez
Daughter of Julio Zavala Castillo and 
Maria Carmen Hernandez Hernandez

John Alan Larry
Son of Christopher and Taylor (Vaina) Larry

Rowan Joseph Lyons
Son of Michael Lyons and Lisa Ercolano 

Henry James Silvernail
Son of Nathan and Melissa (Urlacher) Silvernail

Jack William Triggs
Son of Kevin and Rachel (Collins) Triggs

our faithful departed

Joseph Dresbach
Parishioner and Husband of Clara Dresbach

Christopher Kinzler
Brother of Sally Kraynik

As always, thank you for your kind and generous 
support of our parish.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

OFFERTORY — $37,120
CHRISTMAS CHARITIES—$48,841

our gifts to god

Lucille A.; Anita & Herm Anand; Baby Anthony; Ashley; Barbie;  
Elizabeth Bordoni; Boyd; Thomas Bugel; Susan Bunce-Gillooly; 
Tristan Byrne; Christopher and Mary Anne; Chris C.; George 
Cherveka; Ed Colerich; David; Joanne DeMarco; Geno Denney; 
Jodie Dentici; Kathleen Diulus; Adellina Donaldson; Teri Dye; John 
P. Eastly;  Erin Farrah-Keedy; Farrah Family; Florence; Brendan E.; 
Ethel Gaspar; Jobie Glessner; Joseph Gliozzi; Gochis Family; Carol 
Giger; Valerie Golik; Marianne Grom; Edie Harris; Deacon Al Heiles; 
Janet Heintz; Andrew J.; Jessica; Julia;  Joe K.; Chase Kaczmarek; 
Lois Karran; Cheryl Kassner; Kathy; Donna Kaufman; John Kealy; 
Rebecca Kelman; Kim; Cassie Kirsch; Lynn & Rodger Kirsch; 
Stephen and Lois Knapke Family; Maellen Langlois; Frank Leone; 
Lily; Julia A. Lutz;  Jill Majors; Mary Margaret Malandra; Ann Maloy; 
Marge; Marty; Mary Anne; Terry McCartney; Fr. Naos McCool; 
Jack McCusker; Stephen McLoughlin; Patty McMahon; Robert E. 
Mainert; Edward Meegan; Anita Marie Merlino; Fran Michelli; Frank 
Milicia; Sally Miller; Dee Muller; Diane Munkus; Mary Ellen Netzel;  
Sue O.; Pam; Stephen Papp; Pat Patchell, Patrick; Kim Pegher; Ellen 
Pels; Scott Penrod; Virginia Perozzi; Patricia Pfendler; Pierre; Carmen 
L. Pizarro; Barbara Ploetz; Gary Price; Rebecca Reder; Rivera Family; 
Helen Rivetti; Denise Roble; Amanda Romanelli; Baby Roos; Sue 
Rosle; Michael Rovnak; Sean Roy; Isabella Sciara; Pasqua Sciulli; 
Steve Seaman; Jamal Shuriah; Lindsay Skeen; Barb Snyder; Mary 
Beth Stapleton; Paul St. Onge; Greg Stawara; John Stein; Naomi 
Stein; Myranda and Easton Stephans; Anne Stickler; Amanda 
Stygar; Sydney; Mary Ann Szymoniak; Bob Tomaszewski; James 
Treemarchi; Dan Trombola; John Tucci; Sarah Turner; Garvin Urban; 
Bob Urso; Two Vanzant babies; Clara Voettiner;  Austin W; Baby W.; 
Linda W.; Siegfried Wagner; Charlotte Wall; Mary Alice Weidner; 
Norbert Weidner; John Woffington; Katherine Yancosek; Kim Yon; 
David Zavolta; Joseph Zeller.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD

OFFERTORY — $6,453

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 29 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY — $17,912
PARISH SHARE — $3,005 

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 5 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY — $34,357*
PARISH SHARE —  $3,744
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Janney MontgoMery Scott LLc
richard c. reynoLdS

Senior Vice PreSident / Wealth ManageMent
accredited Wealth ManageMent adViSorSM

Branch Manager

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com

Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

 BERNARD M.
 T U L L Y
 ESQUIRE
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 

Injury/Accident Cases
No Recovery/No Fee

30 years trial experience counts
www.telltully.net

724.935.1922

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

412-367-3100

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

7720 Perry Highway

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

 BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
 8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
 Phone/Fax 412-630-9123
 www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

 Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
 Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
 Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253
 carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com
 FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
 P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

 Linda Garber-Windisch
 Real Estate Agent

 Your Hometown Realtor

 724-713-6031 mobile • 724-776-9705 office
 lwindisch@tprsold.com

1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville
(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms

Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage
724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com

124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

 Lisa M. MccauLey, Lsw
 PsychotheraPist
 215 Executive Dr., Ste. 102 • Cranberry Twp.

 724-934-8350
M

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com
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THIS SPACE IS

8 area locations 
FREE Home Delivery
866-OWL-clea(n)

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

Complete pet boarding, grooming and dog training services 

Misty Pines Pet CoMPany
(412) 364-4122 • www.mistypinespetcompany.com

Serving the Community Since 1975

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

412-364-1127

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

www.mintolandscaping.com
724-287-1278

Minto Landscaping Inc.
Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers

River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal

Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

(724) 473-5592
2630 Brandt School Rd.

Wexford

Kids have a blast learning 
to code while building

awesome video games.
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REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL

IN YOUR WILL

 Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
 Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

 • Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
 • Interest-Free Financing
 • Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
 • Risk-Free Trial Periods
 • LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

 Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
 Board Certified Board Certified
 Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090
724-934-8744  |  5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

 • Senior Citizen Discounts
 • Repair & Service All Makes
 • Tinnitus Therapy
 • LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
     * Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

7 2 4 - 7 7 2 - 8 8 0 0
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor
2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281

Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

 Wills, Estates  &
 Other Legal Services

337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370

rjt52@hotmail.com

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today! 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

Jack Grater, CPA, MST, Former IRS Agent, Parishioner 
Business Consulting • Accounting and Bookkeeping

Income Tax Planning and Preparation
Quickbooks Advisor • Ed Slott Elite IRA Advisor

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com • 412.928.3838 • www.ktgcpa.com

   Franki Chambers
   REALTOR®

 O: 412-367-3200
 C: 412-478-3950
 E: fchambers@tprsold.com
 Parishioner/Military Family

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Nino’s Custom Clothing and Tailor
Black Tie Tuxedo

PROFESSIONAL ALTERATIONS FOR MEN & WOMEN
TUXEDO AND SUIT RENTAL AND SALE • ALL FORMAL ACCESSORIES

– Mention this ad for 10% off alteration –
(724) 935-4111 • 120705 Perry Hwy., Ste. D, Wexford

www.ninosblacktietuxedoandtailor.com

Drs. Brian & Robert Klaich
724-776-2280

Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143

(724) 934-3000     www.schellhaasfh.com 
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor

Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD
Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation
(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

GEORGE A. THOMA FUNERAL HOME, INc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services
Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director

10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400
www.thomafuneralhome.com

Lynn Titus
(412) 398-9955

PARISHIONERS
Bruce Titus

(412) 719-4769
Kelley Titus-Polard

(724) 816-8665

Selling a home?   Buying a home?

(412) 366-1600
Real Estate Services

Thank you for your continued 
trust & referrals.

 WEXFORD
 HEALTH CARE
 CENTER

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.
412-366-7900

Linda Clautti, Parishioner
Broker, Health Benefits Services

(412) 335-0550

MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE

Access All 
Companies!

HELP WANTED!
 We are searching for enthusiastic,
 passionate, positive team players
 for our New Balance
 Pittsburgh-Wexford location.
 Patricia at
                pat.mourey@gordonshoes.com

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.
725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778

Parishioner Kraig Cawley
Certified Financial Plannertm

www.cawleyfinancial.com
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC

Me m be r  F INRA/SIPC

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY

– Parish Parishioners –
724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

Ward Garner, CFP®, Senior Vice President
Author of How to Protect My Million

 Expert Financial Planning
 Retirement Planning  Investment Management
 Estate Planning  Insurance Planning
 Education Planning

 billfew.com or call 412.630.6000

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring

Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

MATT SNYDER
(724) 799-2032



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104
greatgrouping.org

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Senior Parochial Vicar

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

       

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

greatgrouping.orggreatgrouping.org

M

T
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F
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Th

Su

the week ahead

help lines
24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

regular mass & confession times

Monday, January 13
10:00 AM Mary Help of Christians (6) 
11:00 AM Bible Timeline Facilitator Mtg (5)
4:30 PM Station Rotations (LCDC)
6:30 PM MMPT Facilitators (2&3)
7:00 PM Committee Meeting Pack 935 (7)
7:00 PM Separated & Divorced (8&9)
7:00 PM Youth Leaders Mtg (Youth) 
8:00 PM Adult Leaders Meeting (Youth)

Tuesday, January 14
9:30 AM The Bible Timeling (1,5,6,7,8,9,10)
10:00 AM Parent Input Meeting (MPR) 
2:00 PM Eucharistic Holy Hour (Grotto)
6:30 PM EDGE (UCDC)
6:30 PM Station Rotations (LCDC)
7:30 PM RCIA (MPR)

Wednesday, January 15
9:30 AM Moms Group (10)
4:00 PM Worship Committee Meeting (MPR)
6:30 PM Pack 935 - Weeblos I (1) 
7:00 PM Worship Band Practice (UCDC)
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (8&9)
7:00 PM Cantor Meeting (Practice)

Thursday, January 16
9:00 AM Endow (MPR)
9:30 AM Bible Study - Romans (CDC)
10:00 AM Spanish Team Rosary (Church)
10:00 AM Holy Half Hour (Grotto) 
7:00 PM The Bible Timeline (5,6,7,8,9,10)
7:00 PM Adult Choir Practice (Practice)
7:00 PM Pack 935-AOL (Youth)

Friday, January 17
Nothing Scheduled

     
Saturday, January 18
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (MPR) 
9:00 AM Faith Sharing Book Club (MPR) 

Sunday, January 19
9:45 AM Lectio Divina (MPR)
1:00 PM Flame of Love Devotion (Grotto)
6:30 PM XLT (UCDC)


