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Scripture Speaks
Let God reveal Himself to you 
in His Word. As you reflect on 

these readings, feel free to use 
available space to make notes, 

mark, or highlight anything that 
speaks to you.

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  + January 26, 2020

FIRST READING—Isaiah 8:23—9:3
First the Lord degraded the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but 
in the end he has glorified the seaward road, the land west of the Jordan, 
the District of the Gentiles.

Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is darkness: for there is no gloom 
where but now there was distress. The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people make 
merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole 
on their shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as 
on the day of Midian.
  
RESPONSORIAL—PSALM 27
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom should I be afraid, of 
whom should I be afraid?

1. The LORD is my light and my help; whom should I fear? The           
LORD is the stronghold of my life, before whom should I shrink? 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord; for this I long: to live in the            
house of the Lord all the days of my life.

3. I believe I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the          
living; hope in God, and take heart. Hope in the Lord!

SECOND READING—1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose. 
For it has been reported to me about you, my brothers and sisters, by 
Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. I mean that each of 
you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong 
to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified 
for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with the wisdom of 
human eloquence, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 
meaning.

ENTRANCE #797 —”You Walk Along Our Shoreline”
1. You walk along our shoreline, where land meets unknown sea. We hear your voice of  
    power, “Now come and follow me. And if you still will follow through storm and wave  
    and shoal, then I will make you fishers, but of the human soul.”

2. You call us, Christ, to gather the people of the earth. We cannot fish for only those lives  
    we think have worth. We spread your net of gospel across the water’s face, our boat a  
    common shelter for all found by your grace.

3. We cast our net, O Jesus; we cry the kingdom’s name; we work for love and justice; we  
    learn to hope through pain. You call us, Lord, to gather God’s daughters and God’s sons,  
    to let your judgment heal us so that all may be one.
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #798—“Two Fishermen”
1. Two fishermen, who lived along the Sea of Galilee, stood by the shore to cast their nets      
    into an ageless sea. Now, Jesus watched them from afar, then called them each by            
    name. It changed their lives, these simple men; they’d never be the same.

Refrain: Leave all things you have and come and follow me, and come and follow me.

2. And as he walked along the shore, “Twas James and John he’d find; and these two sons      
    of Zebedee would leave their boats behind. Their work and all they held so dear they      
    left beside their nets. Their names they’d heard as Jesus called; they came without          
    regret.

3. And you, good Christians, one and all, who’d follow Jesus’ way, Come, leave behind what keeps 
    you bound to trappings of our day. And listen as he calls your name to come and follow near, for 
    still he speaks in varied ways to those his call will hear.

COMMUNION CHANT #781—“Word, When You Came”
1. Lord, when you came to the seashore you weren’t seeking the wise or the wealthy, but      
    only asking that I might follow.

Refrain: O Lord, in my eyes you were gazing, kindly smiling, my name you were saying; all 
    I treasured, I have left on the sand there; close to you, I will find other seas.

2. Lord, you knew what my boat carried: neither money nor weapons for fighting, but nets      
    for fishing, my daily labor.

3. Lord, have you need of my labor, hands for service, a heart made for loving, my arms for      
    lifting the poor and broken?

4. Lord, send me where you would have me, to a village, or heart of the city; 
    I will remember that you are with me.

CONCLUDING RITE #800—“Come and Follow Me”
1. Come, be my light, be my voice to the nations. Be my hands, be my heart for the world.      
    Would you go where I go? Where I lead, will you follow? Would you leave ev’rything for      
    my sake? By the power of the Spirit, ev’ryone with ears to hear it will embrace the call      
    to love within their heart.

2. Go, take your gift to the poor and the lonely. As you love, so will I live in you. Will you feed, 
    feed my lambs? Share your hope with the hopeless? Bring new sight to the blind in my name? 
    With a towel and a basin, t’ward the kingdom we will hasten, through the narrow gate that leads 
    to Calvary. 

Refrain: If anyone would come and follow me, my disciple you would be. Leave the past behind, 
seek and you will find all you’re called to be. If anyone would come and follow me, know the truth 
will make you free. Give and you receive. Trust me and believe. Come and follow me.

GOSPEL—Matthew 4:12-23
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went 
to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said 
through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to 
the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a 
great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, 
Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” As he was walking
by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and his brother  Andrew, 
casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and 
saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat 
and their father and followed him. He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people.
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   hen we watch a Super Bowl commercial, it happens. When we enjoy 
   Star Wars, it happens. When we listen to U2, it happens. When we 
   practice our sport, or prepare for our career, or have dinner as a family, or 
discuss big life issues, it happens. When we read, pray, and receive God’s grace 
it happens. When we make choices the “it” becomes an action. The “it” is our 
formation.

The formation of our heart, mind and body is the core of developing who we 
are as human beings. Ultimately, this formation leads to choices and habits in 
life that either point us toward or away from Christ and our goal of heaven. As 
a priest-pastor of our Great Grouping, I wonder what role our parish can play in 
raising our youth to be happy, healthy and holy.

I am so grateful for a group of about 25 parishioners who expressed interest in the education 
and formation of children who gathered two weeks ago to offer me their insights. Listening 
to them helped further my conviction to continue searching for answers to how our Great 
Grouping of Parishes can help parents in the formation and education of their children. 
A summary of the insights ranges from forming the heart, to the importance of Catholic 
educational opportunities like homeschools, private schools and diocesan schools, to the need 
for financial assistance, to the spiritual benefits of Catholic education and the need to connect 
parents and families to support each other.

This Catholic Schools Week is a chance for us to continue our discussion and reflection on 
the role our parish should play in the Catholic formation of our children, to invite our grouping 
to participate in prayer, conversations, financial gifts, and action to help create a culture of 
formation for adults who raise kids. How important it is to offer parents the confidence at 
home and resources in education for nurturing children in a relationship with Jesus Christ that 
is forged in all facets of Christian living!

Both my parents attended Catholic schools. I myself have attended nearly 24 years of Catholic 
education. I am very blessed to receive such education. My vocation to the priesthood is a 
continual mission of forming myself and those around me to be equipped to be saints—saints 
who transform our world with God’s grace so as to get to heaven and bring as many people as 
possible with us!

If this is of interest and you would like to play a role or give insights into our Great Grouping 
Formation efforts, please consider spending time in prayer with Jesus and ask what role our 
parish should play in the formation of kids. Also consider sending an email to seefrjay@gmail.
com or attending our next meeting Saturday, February 22 at Noon in the Cardinal DiNardo 
Center at Saints John & Paul.

Let us all pray that whether we are enjoying the Super Bowl or enjoying a family meal, we can 
better equip our kids to joyfully and courageously complete their God-given mission, and that 
our “Great Grouping.EDU” can achieve the cultural change so needed today!

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY

W

What can the Great Grouping of Parishes do to help parents
raise authentically Catholic kids in today’s culture?

Parents are passionate about the formation of their children.

““Education in the faith by 
the parents should begin in 
the child’s earliest years. 

This already happens when 
family members help one 

another to grow in faith by 
the witness of a Christian 

life in keeping with the 
Gospel. Family catechesis 

precedes, accompanies, 
and enriches other forms 
of instruction in the faith. 
Parents have the mission 
of teaching their children 

to pray and to discover 
their vocation as children 

of God. The parish is the 
Eucharistic community and 
the heart of the liturgical 

life of Christian families; 
it is a privileged place for 
the catechesis of children 

and parents.”
— Catechism of the Catholic Church #2226



the
catechist

column
JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org
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eloquent description of God’s love that some 
of us might prefer. Rather, it is complete 
foolishness. The all-powerful God allowed 
himself to be put under our human power, 
to be tortured and killed, naked on a cross. 
It’s insanity. St. Paul’s very next line to the 
Corinthians, which is not included in today’s 
reading, puts it well: “The word of the cross 
is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.”

How can the death of a criminal bring about 
the salvation of the world? Only because that 
criminal was the unjustly condemned Son of 
God. The power of God is not manifest in 
great shows of power. The power of God is 
shown in genuine acts of self-sacrificial love. 
When I don’t insist on my own way but rather 
on what is best for you, that is the power of 
God. It looks foolish to some, but that is the 
meaning of the cross of Christ. Pride and 
selfishness are the opposite of this; they are 
anti-Christ.

The Holy Spirit is asking us to reflect on two 
questions this week: What is the meaning of 
the cross of Christ in your life? And where do 
your pride and selfishness get in the way?

ast week we saw that there were some 
serious divisions in the Church in Corinth 
in the 50’s A.D. Those divisions are on full 
display in today’s second reading. Many 
Corinthians had lost sight of the importance 
of Jesus Christ and of the Gospel and were 
instead focused on their favorite minister of 
the Gospel. Two of the biggest problems in 
Corinth were pride and selfishness, which 
always cause division. Sounds a little like our 
Church and our nation today, doesn’t it?

The ministers to the Corinthians—Paul, 
Apollos, and Cephas—weren’t out for 
prideful and selfish gain. They were trying to 
bring people to know and to follow Jesus. 
They were united in the same mind and in 
the same purpose, which is what St. Paul 
wants from the Corinthians and from us. Jesus 
himself wasn’t out for prideful and selfish 
gain either. His entire life was a sacrifice for 
our benefit. He lived in poverty and obscurity 
before he emerged publicly as an itinerant 
preacher, a task that led him to the cross.

St. Paul says he was sent to “preach the 
Gospel, not with human eloquence, so that 
the cross of Christ might not be emptied of 
its meaning.” Our reading cuts off here, and 
it begs the question: what is the meaning of 
the cross of Christ? St. Paul is pointing out 
that Jesus’ death on the Cross was not the 

the

of the
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The word itself seems daunting, and that is how it felt in 2018 when I was starting to make plans for 
my children’s preschool and 1st grade year. My husband and I had discerned that homeschooling 
would fit our family best years prior, and by the grace of God we were introduced to wonderful, faithful 
homeschooling families who showed us it was possible. However, as they grew older and it started to 
feel official, I wondered if I could do it on my own. Co-founding Saint Ambrose Academy (SAA), a hybrid 
homeschool co-op, has been a blessing to my family as well as many others. Not only is it a warm and 
inviting community but I have seen my children grow and mature so much in two short years. They have 
learned many things from their teachers and peers through the Catholic classical curriculum, but first and 
foremost, I have witnessed in them an increased love for the Lord. Faith, learning and friendships are 
paramount at SAA. I look forward to seeing who the Lord has created them to be as they are nurtured 
and educated at home as well as at Saint Ambrose Academy (Montessori pre-K/K and Classical 1st-9th).

—Anna Utley

T

homeschool support from 
an academic standpoint

The hybrid school model creates a strong 
partnership between teachers and parents in 
the education of their children. Saint Ambrose 
Academy meets twice weekly with teachers in 
a classroom setting. Both teachers and parents 
follow the same curriculum developed by an 
established Catholic, classical distance learning 
program known as Mother of Divine Grace. 
This unique model offers the flexibility that we 
as homeschoolers love coupled with all of the 
benefits of having knowledgeable teachers, 
a support system of other families equally 
invested in raising their children in the faith, 
and all the benefits a small, more personalized 
classroom setting can provide.

—Erica Paul



continued Among the greatest blessings we have received on this journey of 
nearly ten years is the incredible Catholic community we have found. 
Our family has been a part of the Totus Tuus Catholic Homeschooling 
Co-op that meets twice monthly for Mass or Adoration and then 
enrichment classes. Most recently we have joined St. Ambrose 
Academy hybrid co-op, where our two eldest daughters attend full 
days of class on Monday and Wednesday and complete the rest 
of their course work at home the remaining days of the week. The 
flexibility that homeschooling provides has allowed us to seek out 
the support and resources that truly meet the spiritual, academic and 
social needs that our children have, both as individuals and as a family.

—Melanie Feeley

A few years into our marriage, with a toddler and a newborn, my 
husband suggested that we consider home-schooling when the time 
came. To be honest, I felt that I didn’t have it in me, that I couldn’t 
possibly sacrifice that much. The thought was overwhelming.
However, at the same time, our Lord brought several Catholic 
homeschooling families into our lives. They not only showed me that 
educating our children was possible but that it could be done with joy 
and grace amongst the sacrifice. What I saw was happy, healthy and 
holy children, confident in God’s love for them. I saw families living 
out their call to be “domestic churches.” I saw siblings growing up 
together, helping each other, learning and praying together. I saw 
parents coming together to support each other, all with one goal in 
mind, the salvation of their families. And I wanted what I saw, sacrifice 
and all!

—Maria Stover

My husband and I are so grateful for having stumbled upon Saint 
Ambrose Academy. We could no longer afford the private Catholic 
school that our children previously attended because of the need 
and call for me to be a stay at home mother. Our faith was the most 
important part of this decision, and we failed to see how to move 
forward educating our children. The thought of homeschooling three 
children with a baby seemed like an impossible task, even though we 
felt that our home was the safest and most nurturing place for them. 
We felt stuck and desperate for a solution.

The structure of “teacher led” homeschooling and the support of the 
school community gave us the confidence to take the homeschooling 
leap. We are surrounded by like-minded families who are in all 
different stages of the homeschooling journey. Our children are 
thriving! The distinctly Catholic Mother of Divine Grace Curriculum is 
challenging and well rounded.

This choice has brought joy to our home and peace to our hearts. This 
school has truly been a blessing!

—Abbey Koenig
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continued



   y husband Mike and I often get asked
  why we choose to send our two daughters 

to a Catholic School when we live in such 
a wonderful school district. Our goal as 
parents is to not only provide the best 

possible education for our daughters but 
also, and most importantly, to get them to 
heaven. It truly does take a village to raise 
a child, and Catholic school educators are 
united in teaching from a moral compass, 

which includes a routine of praying and 
respect for God and the Church. On top of 

all of that is the exceptional education.

Our twin daughters, Madeline and Caroline, 
are in 4th grade at Blessed Francis Seelos 

Academy. They started at St. Alexis in 
PreK-3 and we have seen them grow and 
thrive throughout the years. The smaller 

environment allows for more personal 
attention from their teachers and, in turn, 
helps to maximize their learning abilities. 

The many extra-curricular programs 
have given them an opportunity to build 

self-esteem in a safe and supportive 
environment. The coaches and leaders of 

these sports/activities are modeling and 
teaching from that same consistent moral 
compass. Our daughters are learning and 

living their Catholic Faith in and out of 
school. They are members of the Seelos 

cross country, track and basketball teams as 
well as involved in Girl Scouts and the Good 

Samaritan program. Next year, they will be 
able to participate in the school musical. All 
of this has also helped them to build strong 
friendships with their classmates in and out 

of the classroom.

For our family, a Catholic school education 
at Blessed Francis Seelos Academy has 

been a tremendous blessing. We have seen 
how it has allowed our daughters to thrive 
in and out of the classroom and given our 

entire family an environment of supportive, 
caring people who are making our ultimate 
goal of getting our children (and ourselves) 

to heaven a little easier.
—Debra Sell

A Catholic education means so many things. 
Above and beyond the 
great academics and 
individualized attention 
to each student, faith 
and community are at the 
forefront every day. No 
matter whether a student 
is part of a formal Catholic 
school or homeschooled, 
that feeling of connection 
to both fellow students, 
their families and the Lord 
are present in every aspect 
of life. Catholic education 
is extremely important to 
help our young people 
because there are so many 
conflicting messages in 
society today.

—Steven Setzenfand
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   hen we moved to Beaver County, we were homeschooling our children. Our oldest daughter 
   was going into 9th grade. Our friends had their daughter at Quigley and had great things 
to say about the school. We wanted to continue to surround our daughter with the richness 
of our Catholic faith but didn’t think it was possible financially. Quigley was so welcoming and 
really worked with our family. It is such a small close knit community that feels like a family. It 
was comforting to know the kids would be learning their faith every day, not just on Sunday. 
We were also so impressed with the students we met. They exemplified what we hoped for 
our girls.

We are so blessed God led us to Quigley! Thank you God for Catholic schools and for those 
that support them!

—Becky Lieb

I love how our school 
is different from other 

schools. I am able to have 
the chance to be really 
close with my teachers 
and can go to them for 

anything even if it’s not 
school related. Another 

great thing about our 
school is the small class 

size.  I am so grateful to 
be so close with people 

from each class because 
it really makes our 

school feel like a family.
—Elsa Lieb

“

   hen we moved to Beaver County, we were homeschooling our children. Our oldest daughter 
   was going into 9th grade. Our friends had their daughter at 
to say about the school. We wanted to continue to surround our daughter with the richness 
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   s a Catholic grade school and Catholic high school 
    alumnus, I knew first-hand how children benefit 
from Catholic schools’ academic excellence and rigor 
combined with the ability to openly practice one’s faith 
on a daily basis in what becomes a normal routine of 
education for the whole person—mind, body, and 
spirit. 

Parent involvement is important at Catholic schools, 
and watching my children grow and flourish 
throughout their school years while being able to 
partner with teachers and other parents who want 
what is best for them has been such a joy. There has 
been a culture of faith, hope, and love at our schools 
and of service to others that is taught from the 
youngest of ages. Having other students and families 
praying with you and for you throughout the joys and 
struggles of life makes faith come alive in Catholic 
School communities. Routinely taking roles in singing, 
reading, and serving at Masses on a regular basis 
builds confidence in such life skills as public speaking 
and leadership as well as an active faith life. Moving 
through school years with a consistent group of peers 
forms many close friendships. Walking through the 
halls and seeing the love and devotion our teachers 
have for living our faith and passing it on to our 
children and how their job is much more of a ministry 
than a career reassures me that my children are in a 
great school environment. Shared goals of educating 
my children not only for success in their future career 
but also as a person of faith who uses their gifts to 
serve and give back has been invaluable. 

I am so grateful for the blessings of Catholic education 
in my children’s and my own life. If you are considering 
this option for your family, know that God will provide 
the means and will bless the sacrifices made to give 
your children this wonderful education.

—Ann Moats
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catholic schools week

for one week each 
year, there is an 

atmosphere of total 
celebration of all 
that encompasses 

attending
Catholic school

   s a Catholic grade school and Catholic high school 
    alumnus, I knew first-hand how children benefit 
from Catholic schools’ academic excellence and rigor 



I am a recent graduate of Oakland Catholic High 
School, and I can honestly say that going to 
Catholic school has shaped every aspect of my 
life. Oakland educated me as a whole person in 
mind, body, and spirit, and I am a better person 
because of it. Oakland helped me to become 
a confident, competent, and compassionate 
person. At Oakland Catholic, I found my best 
friends and spiritual sisters whom I know will 
always have my back through highs and lows. 
Spiritually, Oakland helped me make my faith 
my own. Through the monthly Adorations and 
yearly retreats and religion classes, I learned what 
it means to be an active Catholic. I will always 
treasure my time in the supportive and prayerful 
environment of Catholic school.

—Cassie Moats

I am in the seventh grade at Blessed Francis 
Seelos Academy (formerly Saint Alphonsus 
School). I’ve attended Catholic School since 
Kindergarten. For most of my school years, 
both of my older sisters were in the same 
school building as me, and I liked seeing them 
throughout my day in the halls. Now that I am 
in the middle school grades, I like seeing the 
younger students, and I try to be a good role 
model for them. I also like saying prayers as a 
class throughout the school day. We go to Mass 
every Wednesday, and I like getting to participate 
in the Mass. Since the first grade, at various times 
I have read the readings and prayer intentions, 
cantored, and been an altar server. I like that, as I 
walk through our halls, there are reminders of my 
faith on the walls, and they help remind me I am 
not alone and that Jesus is with me.

—Zachary Moats

I have had a wonderful experience with going to Catholic school. 
I have known from the littlest age that going to Catholic School is 
special and has shaped me into the person I am today. I remember 
the teachers who helped me find confidence in myself and helped 
me to realize that, if I work hard, I can do anything. From my 
first grade teacher teaching me how to add and subtract to my 
eighth grade teacher talking me through a thesis paper, I’ve been 
educated in a very supportive environment. As I was choosing a 
high school, I knew I needed a place that could help me grow, 
and Oakland Catholic has been that place. The teachers are 
approachable and want to see you succeed. They have reinforced 
my confidence and faith in myself. Having the opportunity to go to 
Confession, Mass, and Adoration at least once a week and having 
our faith at my fingertips has helped me through so much. I have 
met so many like-minded friends, and I’m able to share my beliefs 
in a safe space. Going to Catholic school has been the best choice, 
and being able to start every day in prayer rooted in God always 
reminds me of one of my favorite sayings which is, “Nothing is 
impossible with God.” Catholic school has helped me stay strong in 
my faith. I am so glad my family chose Catholic school so I can learn 
in a place where I have experienced caring about me as a whole 
person.

—Vanessa Moats
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Our Lord loves me and misses me when 
I’m not at Mass. If I were the only person 
in the history of the world— past, 
present, and future—who needed Christ 
to die on that cross, He would have 
done it. He did do it. He died for me. 
Period. Exclamation point!

The second thing I know is that thinking 
my sins are somehow greater than 
God’s infinite mercy, love and grace is 
PRIDE of colossal proportions. Think of 
that—I’m so bad that God can’t love me 
or forgive me. Really? So if that’s what 
is keeping me away from Mass and the 
Sacraments, then I need to get over 
myself right freaking now and run, not 
walk, into the loving embrace of our 
God.

And that’s why I go on retreat every year. 
To join with other men in reminding 
ourselves, in EXPERIENCING God’s 
mercy, love and grace up close and 
personal—to spend time with Him, to 
listen to Him, and to thank Him and 
praise Him as He deserves.

If this sounds like a party to you and 
you can’t wait to join us, there is 
nothing easier. You can learn about 
the Passionists and the Retreat Center 
at stpaulsretreatcenter-pittsburgh.
org, where you can also register for 
the retreat. You will see the suggested 
stipend for the weekend is $215, 
but that is ABSOLUTELY NOT 
NECESSARY. Come, join us, and simply 
offer up what you can; and if you have 
no dollars to offer, then offer up your 
prayers for your fellow brothers in Christ. 
But come and join us. Please.

—Tony Muhlenkamp

friday-sunday, march 13-15
st. paul of the cross

passionist retreat center
south side, pittsburgh  •  (412) 381-7676 P
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   ccording to the headline to the right, 
    this article is about something called 
“the Men’s Retreat,” which sounds 
really, really boring. That’s intentional 
so as to keep the riffraff out, but the 
reality is anything but boring. Starting 
on Friday evening, men from all 
around the diocese start drifting in 
for dinner, singing in the chapel, and 
the opportunity for Reconciliation. 
These men have a variety of different 
backgrounds and ages, but we have 
a sincere desire to know the Lord in 
common. And of course, our Lord and 
Savior is the special guest of honor 
whom we all look forward to spending 
time with at this party, which continues 
with worship and song and discussion 
groups on Saturday and Sunday, 
culminating with the Mass before we 
leave at noon on Sunday. It is a joyous 
and spirit-filled weekend that you have 
to experience to appreciate, but I can 
tell you this: everyone I know who has 
gone at least once is SO VERY glad 
they did. I have never heard anyone 
say, “That was a waste of my time.”

I’ve been to about a dozen of these 
retreats, and I come back every year 
because I NEED TO. I have been 
every kind of Catholic I think there is—
Cradle Catholic (baptized as a baby 
and confirmed in 4th grade); Cafeteria 
Catholic (picking and choosing what 
“I” would believe or not believe from 
among the teachings of the Church; 
Lapsed Catholic (I had no faith life for 4 
years of college, 4 years of the Marines, 
and 2 years of life in the real world. 
(Come to think of it, that was my lost 
decade. I wonder why?); and REvert 
Catholic (I sat in an adult RCIA class in 
Mt. Lebanon trying to learn about my 
faith from a more adult perspective 
than that of a self-righteous teenager). 
After all that, there’s really only two 
things I know for sure... 
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    he response by your parishioners to 
the Little Sisters of the Poor canned 
food drive is overwhelming. We are very 
grateful for your donations of canned 
foods, paper products, personal care 
items, gift cards and monetary donations. 
Our Mother foundress St. Jeanne Jugan 
said, “Never forget that the Poor are Our 
Lord.” You have exemplified her words 
through your contribution and we the 
Little Sisters appreciate your sharing in 
the reality of our mission of caring for the 
elderly.

On behalf of the Little Sisters and 
residents, I thank you for your most 
gracious generosity. God will never 
be outdone in generosity and your 
parish will be greatly blessed for your 
thoughtfulness. We confide to the 
intercession of St. Jeanne Jugan all your 
loved ones and all your intentions. The 
Little Sisters and residents also pray daily 
for our benefactors. In praying for you, 
we ask God to provide for your needs 
as you have for our Residents. May God 
bless each one of you and we wish you 
a very Merry Christmas and a blessed, 
Happy New Year.

Gratefully,
—Sister Josephine, l.s.p.

February 1 & 2
Food Drive will benefit

the food bank at 
St. Catherine of Sienna of the 
St. Teresa of Kolkata parish.  

They are in need of all items but 
the following are

specifically requested:

• Peanut butter and jelly
• Soup and crackers
• Pasta and pasta sauce

We are always in need of 
volunteers are needed to assist in 
our monthly collection and sorting 
of food items, and to drive items to 

the food pantries. 

For more information visit 
our website, 

greatgrouping.org/food-drive
or contact Nicole Hoelke at 

(412) 445-5737. 

Food may also be dropped off 
anytime in the Food Collection box 
located inside the entrance of the 

Upper CDC.

T
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prayers for the sick

mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass  ‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness

Monday, January 27 (2 SM 5:1-7, 10/MK 3:22-30)
9:00 AM † Daniel Cusick (The Peduzzi Family)

tuesday, january 28 (1 SM 16:1-13/MK 2:23-28)
7:00 AM † Theresa Stripay (Patricia Olean)

wednesday, January 29 (1 SM 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/MK 3:1-6)
9:00 AM † Lina Bruno (Grace Scalise)

thursday, january 30 (1 SM 18:6-9; 19:1-7/MK 3:7-12)
7:00 AM † Chad Gavlik Schmidtetter (The Family)

friday, january 31 (1 SM 24:3-21/MK 3:13-19)
9:00 AM † Norenne Krzan (Krzan Family)

saturday, february 1 (ACTS 22:3-16/MK 16:15-18)
4:00 PM Confessions (Church)
5:00 PM † Frances Kenna (Joe & Noreen Fischer Family)

sunday, february 2 (IS 8:23—9:3/1 COR 1:10-13, 17/MT 4:12-23)
7:30 AM † Frank Miniotas (His Family)
9:00 AM † Margaret Conboy (Daniel and Kathy Vukich)
11:00 AM † Edna Bish (Thayer Family)
6:00 PM ‡ The Faithful of the Great Grouping

our newest christians
Liam George Bumgardner

Son of Luke and Lauren (Butch) Bumgardner

Trista Ellie Cox
Daughter of Barry and Leanne (Trdinich) Cox 

Adeline Kay Huard
Daughter of Tyler and Danielle (Pozsgay) Huard

Lukas Robert Ledoux
Son of Todd and Jessica (Lipsett) Ledoux

oUr faithful departed
Jerome Newport

Parishioner and Husband of Kathleen Newport
Raymond Pulaski

Father of Jeaneen Osborne

Weekend of  January 19 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY—$16,325.01
PARISH SHARE—$912.00

ST. ANTHONY SCHOOL—$5,017.00

our gifts to god

Lucille A.; Anita & Herm Anand; Baby Anthony; Ashley; Barbie;  
Mary Beierle; Elizabeth Bordoni; Boyd; Thomas Bugel; Susan Bunce-
Gillooly; Roger Burgdorf; Tristan Byrne; Christopher and Mary Anne; 
Chris C.; George Cherveka; Ed Colerich; Sumter Davega; David; 
Joanne DeMarco; Geno Denney; Jodie Dentici; Kathleen Diulus; 
Adellina Donaldson; Teri Dye; Brendan E.; John P. Eastly;  Erin Farrah-
Keedy; Farrah Family; Florence; Virginia Frick; Ethel Gaspar; Jobie 
Glessner; Gochis Family; Carol Giger; Valerie Golik; Marianne Grom; 
Edie Harris; Deacon Al Heiles; Janet Heintz; Andrew J.; Jessica; 
Julia;  Joe K.; Chase Kaczmarek; Lois Karran; Cheryl Kassner; Kathy; 
Donna Kaufman; John Kealy; Rebecca Kelman; Kim; Cassie Kirsch; 
Lynn & Rodger Kirsch; Stephen and Lois Knapke Family; Jason 
Kwiatkowski; Maellen Langlois; Frank Leone; Lily; Julia A. Lutz;  Jill 
Majors; Mary Margaret Malandra; Ann Maloy; Marge; Marty; Mary 
Anne; Terry McCartney; Fr. Naos McCool; Jack McCusker; Stephen 
McLoughlin; Patty McMahon; Robert E. Mainert; Edward Meegan; 
Anita Marie Merlino; Marge Meyer; Fran Michelli; Frank Milicia; 
Sally Miller; Dee Muller; Diane Munkus; Mary Ellen Netzel;  Sue O.; 
Pam; Stephen Papp; Pat Patchell, Patrick; Kim Pegher; Ellen Pels; 
Scott Penrod; Virginia Perozzi; Patricia Pfendler; Pierre; Carmen L. 
Pizarro; Barbara Ploetz; Gary Price; Rebecca Reder; Rivera Family; 
Helen Rivetti; Denise Roble; Amanda Romanelli; Baby Roos; Sue 
Rosle; Michael Rovnak; Sean Roy; Isabella Sciara; Pasqua Sciulli; 
Steve Seaman; Jamal Shuriah; Lindsay Skeen; Barb Snyder; Mary 
Beth Stapleton; Paul St. Onge; Greg Stawara; John Stein; Naomi 
Stein; Myranda and Easton Stephans; Anne Stickler; Amanda 
Stygar; Sydney; Mary Ann Szymoniak; Bob Tomaszewski; James 
Treemarchi; Dan Trombola; John Tucci; Sarah Turner; Paul Turnley; 
Garvin Urban; Bob Urso; Amber Van Vickle; Two Vanzant babies;  
Austin W; Baby W.; Linda W.; Siegfried Wagner; Charlotte Wall; 
Mary Alice Weidner; Norbert Weidner; John Woffington; Katherine 
Yancosek; Kim Yon; David Zavolta; Joseph Zeller.As always, thank you for your kind and generous support of our parish.
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Janney MontgoMery Scott LLc
richard c. reynoLdS

Senior Vice PreSident / Wealth ManageMent
accredited Wealth ManageMent adViSorSM

Branch Manager

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com

Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

 BERNARD M.
 T U L L Y
 ESQUIRE
 ATTORNEY AT LAW

 

Injury/Accident Cases
No Recovery/No Fee

30 years trial experience counts
www.telltully.net

724.935.1922

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

412-367-3100

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

7720 Perry Highway

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

 BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
 8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
 Phone/Fax 412-630-9123
 www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

 Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
 Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
 Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253
 carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com
 FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
 P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

 Linda Garber-Windisch
 Real Estate Agent

 Your Hometown Realtor

 724-713-6031 mobile • 724-776-9705 office
 lwindisch@tprsold.com

1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville
(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms

Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage
724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com

124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

 Lisa M. MccauLey, Lsw
 PsychotheraPist
 215 Executive Dr., Ste. 102 • Cranberry Twp.

 724-934-8350
M

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com
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THIS SPACE IS

8 area locations 
FREE Home Delivery
866-OWL-clea(n)

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

Complete pet boarding, grooming and dog training services 

Misty Pines Pet CoMPany
(412) 364-4122 • www.mistypinespetcompany.com

Serving the Community Since 1975

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

412-364-1127

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

www.mintolandscaping.com
724-287-1278

Minto Landscaping Inc.
Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers

River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal

Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

(724) 473-5592
2630 Brandt School Rd.

Wexford

Kids have a blast learning 
to code while building

awesome video games.
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REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL

IN YOUR WILL

 Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
 Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

 • Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
 • Interest-Free Financing
 • Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
 • Risk-Free Trial Periods
 • LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

 Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
 Board Certified Board Certified
 Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090
724-934-8744  |  5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

 • Senior Citizen Discounts
 • Repair & Service All Makes
 • Tinnitus Therapy
 • LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
     * Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

7 2 4 - 7 7 2 - 8 8 0 0
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor
2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281

Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

 Wills, Estates  &
 Other Legal Services

337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370

rjt52@hotmail.com

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today! 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

Jack Grater, CPA, MST, Former IRS Agent, Parishioner 
Business Consulting • Accounting and Bookkeeping

Income Tax Planning and Preparation
Quickbooks Advisor • Ed Slott Elite IRA Advisor

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com • 412.928.3838 • www.ktgcpa.com

   Franki Chambers
   REALTOR®

 O: 412-367-3200
 C: 412-478-3950
 E: fchambers@tprsold.com
 Parishioner/Military Family

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Nino’s Custom Clothing and Tailor
Black Tie Tuxedo

PROFESSIONAL ALTERATIONS FOR MEN & WOMEN
TUXEDO AND SUIT RENTAL AND SALE • ALL FORMAL ACCESSORIES

– Mention this ad for 10% off alteration –
(724) 935-4111 • 120705 Perry Hwy., Ste. D, Wexford

www.ninosblacktietuxedoandtailor.com

Drs. Brian & Robert Klaich
724-776-2280

Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com

Apply Online Now 
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS

Thousands of jobs are available nationwide. 
Help support your community — be a census taker.

 ✓ Extra income ✓ Flexible hours
 ✓ Weekly pay ✓ Paid training

For more information or help applying, please call 1-855-JOB-2020 
Federal Relay Service: 1-800-877-8339 TTY/ASCII www.gsa.gov/fedrelay 

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143

(724) 934-3000     www.schellhaasfh.com 
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor

Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD
Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Elder Law

2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation
(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

GEORGE A. THOMA FUNERAL HOME, INc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services
Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director

10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400
www.thomafuneralhome.com

Lynn Titus
(412) 398-9955

PARISHIONERS
Bruce Titus

(412) 719-4769
Kelley Titus-Polard

(724) 816-8665

Selling a home?   Buying a home?

(412) 366-1600
Real Estate Services

Thank you for your continued 
trust & referrals.

 WEXFORD
 HEALTH CARE
 CENTER

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.
412-366-7900

Linda Clautti, Parishioner
Broker, Health Benefits Services

(412) 335-0550

MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE

Access All 
Companies!

HELP WANTED!
 We are searching for enthusiastic,
 passionate, positive team players
 for our New Balance
 Pittsburgh-Wexford location.
 Patricia at
                pat.mourey@gordonshoes.com

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.
725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778

Parishioner Kraig Cawley
Certified Financial Plannertm

www.cawleyfinancial.com
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC

Me m be r  F INRA/SIPC

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY

– Parish Parishioners –
724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

Ward Garner, CFP®, Senior Vice President
Author of How to Protect My Million

 Expert Financial Planning
 Retirement Planning  Investment Management
 Estate Planning  Insurance Planning
 Education Planning

 billfew.com or call 412.630.6000

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring

Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

MATT SNYDER
(724) 799-2032



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104
greatgrouping.org

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Senior Parochial Vicar

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

       

9:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

9:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)
1st Friday 6:30 PM Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Good Samaritan
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul (Church)
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul (Church)

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
10:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul (Church)
6:00 PM 1st Sunday Spanish Mass at Saints John & Paul (Grotto)

For Maronite Mass times, check greatgrouping.org
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

MONDAY–FRIDAY from 8:00 AM–8:00 PM at Our Lady of Peace
PERPETUALLY at Saints John & Paul, in the Grotto Chapel
Please see Week Ahead Calendar for Holiday Schedule.

greatgrouping.orggreatgrouping.org

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

the week ahead

help lines
24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

regular mass & confession times

Monday, January 27
9:30 AM Patriotic Rosary (Grotto)
9:45 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
10:00 AM Mary Help of Christians (6)
11:00 AM Bible Timeline Facilitator Mtg (5)
4:30 PM Station Rotations (LCDC)
6:40 PM Welcome Retreat (Brides)
7:00 PM Separated & Divorced (8&9)

Tuesday, January 28
9:30 AM The Bible Timeling (1,5,6,7,8,9,10) 
2:00 PM Eucharistic Holy Hour (Grotto)
6:30 PM EDGE (UCDC)
6:30 PM Station Rotations (LCDC)
6:30 PM Parent Panel Q & A (Church)
7:30 PM RCIA (MPR)

Wednesday, January 29
9:30 AM Moms Group (10)
7:00 PM Mark Joseph—Speaker Series (UCDC)
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (8&9)

Thursday, January 30
9:00 AM Endow (MPR)
9:00 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
9:15 AM Bible Study - Romans (CDC)
10:00 AM Spanish Team Rosary (Church)
10:00 AM Holy Half Hour (Grotto) 
11:00 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
5:30 PM Spanish Mass Practice (UCDC)
7:00 PM The Bible Timeline (5,6,7,8,9,10)
7:00 PM Adult Choir Practice (Practice)

Friday, January 31
9:45 AM Making Music Praying Twice (2&3)
5:00 PM Volunteer Open House (UCDC)
     
Saturday, February 1
FOOD DRIVE
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (MPR) 
5:00 PM Little Flowers Family Dance (UCDC)

Sunday, February 2
FOOD DRIVE
9:00 AM Sunday School (LCDC)
9:45 AM Lectio Divina (MPR)
10:00 AM Baptism Prep (8&9)
11:00 AM Flame of Love Cenacle (Conf)
12:00 PM Mission Trip Info Meeting (MPR) 
12:15 PM Station Rotations/EDGE Teaching about  
                                                           Mass (Church)
1:00 PM Flame of Love Devotion (Grotto) 
5:00 PM Meeting prior to Spanish Mass (MPR)
6:00 PM Spanish Mass (Grotto)
6:30 PM LifeTeen (UCDC/Youth)
7:00 PM Spanish Mass Social (MPR/Conf)


