“The Baptism of Christ,” by Andrea del Verrocchio and Leonardo da Vinci, c.1470-75

Third Sunday of Advent + December 13, 2020
PROCESSIONAL—“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; Make safe the way
that leads on high, And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! Shall come to thee, O Israel!
Text: LM with refrain; ‘O’ Antiphons, Latin, 9th cent.; verses 1, 3–6 para. in Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Cologne, 1710; tr. by John M. Neale,
1818–1866; verses 2, 7 tr. fr. The Hymnal 1940, alt. Music: Chant, Mode I; Processionale, French, 15th cent.; adapt. by Thomas Helmore, 1811–1890.
Reprinted with permission ONE LICENSE# A-718331.

FIRST READING—Isaiah 61:1-2A, 10-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me
to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives
and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of
vindication by our God.
I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with
a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned with
a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth brings forth its plants, and a
garden makes its growth spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up
before all the nations.

RESPONSORIAL—Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54.
Response: My soul rejoices in my God.
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed. (R.)
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who
fear him in every generation. (R.)
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come
to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy. (R.)

SECOND READING—1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God
for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utterances. Test
everything; retain what is good. Refrain from every kind of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will also accomplish it.

GOSPEL—John 1:6-8, 19-28
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.
And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to
him to ask him, “Who are you?” He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the
Christ.” So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can
give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?” He said: “I am
the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the
prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him, “Why then do you baptize
if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water;
but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS—“Veni, Creator Spiritus”
Veni, Creátor Spíritus, Mentes tuórum vísita, Imple supérna grátia, Quae tu creásti péctora.
Deo Patri sit glória, Et Fílio, quia mórtuis Surréxit, ac Paráclito, In saeculórum sáecula. Amen.
Text: LM; Veni, Creator Spiritus; attr. to Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; Graduale Romanum, 1974. Verses 1–6 tr. by James Quinn, SJ, ©
1994, James Quinn, SJ. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Verse 7 tr. by Glenn CJ Byer, © 2002, OCP. All rights reserved. Music:
Chant, Mode VIII.. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved.

RECESSIONAL—“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks, When beauty gilds
the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.
The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. Hail, Christ, the Lord!
Thy people pray: Come quickly, King of kings.
Text: CM; Greek; tr. by John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. Music: Sixteen Tune Settings, Philadelphia, 1812; Kentucky Harmony, 1816.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved.
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before
all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY

jesus—the reason and the season-ing

have been entrusted with the pastoral and
administrative care of four parish families. I
was driving when I got the call from our diocese
to tell me that I was given this mission more
than two years ago. Similar to other changes in
my life I felt the peace, the joy, the thrill knowing
that this was of the Lord. I tend to be a positive
thinker and one who sees the glass half full, not
half empty. Most days I am fine. Even though
“Corona Time” seems like one long nightmare
mixed with a gut-wrenching election season
added to the Church scandals, I still trust that
the Lord loves me and guides me.
Every week I am honored with sharing in our
blended parish family’s losses—such as dear
Mary, 101 years young who died. I got to be at
her bedside in the hospital with her two kids...
Or when our homebound heroes whom COVID
can bend but not break...
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I laughed so hard seeing our youth hit pumpkins
and learn how to drive in our parking lots; I
usually shed a tear when I see a dad give away
his daughter and hand her over to her fiancé;
it’s like music to my ears to hear babies crying
at Mass or little ones causing disruptive noise;
what a treat to witness our parish feeding the
masses, especially on Tuesday evenings with
delicious warm food and smiling, mask-covered
faces; how I love the smell of pierogi at 8:00 AM
Wednesday Mass.

What I truly enjoy is feeding our family with the
Eucharistic Lord at Mass. By experiencing Jesus
inside us, he loves us and draws us heavenward
despite these pandemic-like times.
Perhaps this Christmas season we find THE
reason for it in contemplating Christ as a
newborn babe swaddled in the arms of Mary
and adored by Joseph. I don’t pretend to know
every member of our parish family. However,
I wish I could. I know for certain Jesus knows
us all. Jesus wants to be the reason and the
season that is flavoring our life now. No matter
if life tastes more like salt or sugar, hot sauce or
sweet and sour sauce... whatever flavor our life
is during this Christmas season, Jesus knows
that. He wants us to marinate our hearts in
his. Contemplating Christ imagining ourselves
cuddling baby Jesus to our hearts, surrounded
by his parents as we share with him the sour or
sweet taste in our mouth with phrases like:
“Forgive me, Jesus.”
“I need you, Jesus.”
“Help me, Jesus.”
“Thank you, Jesus.”
“I love you, Jesus.”
Can you please pray for me and for our parish
family to take time to contemplate baby Jesus?
Let us go deeper into experiencing this babyGod who wants to be the reason for the season
or seasoning the reasoning for our lives.

“Adoration of the Shepherds,” by Gerard van Honthorst, c.1622

the
catechist
column

hat does God want from me? This is a
burning question for many of our youth
and young adults as they discern their
vocations. It is also an important question for
many of us who are seasoned in our vocation,
whether married or single, working or retired,
life-long disciples or new to following Jesus.
What does God want from me?
In the middle of this Advent Season, the Spirit
is giving us a loud and clear answer. What is
the “will of God for you in Christ Jesus”? It
is to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing,
and to be grateful in all circumstances. The
Lord wants us to find joy in everything,
bring everything to him in prayer, and to
find something to be grateful for in every
circumstance. What does God want you
to do with your life? Rejoice, pray, and be
grateful. What does God want you to do in
your family? Rejoice, pray, and be grateful.
What does God want from you in your career
or retirement? Rejoice, pray,
and be grateful. What does
God want from you during this
pandemic? Rejoice, pray, and
be grateful.

I find it very interesting that on the heels of
this divine advice the Lord warns us not to
quench the Spirit. It is as if he thinks we will
get tired of rejoicing, praying, and being
grateful. How do we quench the Spirit and
extinguish the excitement that he puts into
our hearts? We give in to cynicism and
negativity. We return to the Garden of Eden
and ask “Did God really say…” (see Genesis
3:1). We despise prophecy as the ramblings
of religious fanatics. We replace a holy
excitement to do God’s will with a spiritual
laziness that many spiritual writers have called
the noonday devil. If we are honest with
ourselves, we will have to admit that we have
a tendency toward these things at times. I
know I recognize it in my own heart.
How can we combat this spiritual entropy?
Rejoice, pray, and be grateful. When we trust
the Lord that this rhythm is worthwhile, we
give him space to make us, not just sort of
holy or most of the way holy,
but perfectly holy. Which
of course is what the Lord
really wants from you in any
circumstance.

what does
god want
from me?
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JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org

A series of articles highlighting the good people, places and things of the Great Grouping.

from some statues
in the window
The late Tom Rutkoski always wanted to own
a farm. He was from Butler County and had
tasted the rural life but the last many years he
and Mary had lived in Pittsburgh’s Highland
Park area while he soldiered as a news
cinematographer for WPGH and then KDKA,
and she worked for a big advertising firm.
Tom was a lapsed Catholic but he seriously
“got religion” and they started a nonprofit
and called it Gospa Missions (gospa.org).
In 1992 Tom quit his job at KDKA to go on
the road for God. And he went around the
world, anywhere he was asked, to tell the
story of his conversion. His main mission was
getting lukewarm Catholics closer to God,
then included helping homeless and orphan
children.
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The farm they bought in Evans City, just
15 miles from SSJP, reminded Tom of his
upbringing in nearby Butler. They needed an
office, and a friendly funeral director across
the street on the main drag in Evans City
offered them a sweet deal on a storefront that
he owned. Self-conscious that the curious
locals were anxious about their new neighbor,
Tom instructed Mary to “put a couple
religious statues in the window” to represent
what they were doing. When people kept
coming into the office to inquire about
buying the statues, a light went off in Tom’s
ever-observant head. “All of sudden, really,
we were selling those statues in the window
and soon a huge amount of Catholic religious
articles,” Mary remembered. “People would
often stop to shop, including men in collars
and women in habits.”
The Amazing Grace by Gospa Missions
Books & Gifts Store at 230 East Main Street in

TOM ROONEY
Contributing Writer
tomrooney@trseg.com

Evans City thrives today as one of the TriState Area’s largest seller of thousands
of Catholic Faith items. It also has a
concentration on Medjugorje, the site of
ongoing apparitions of the Blessed Mother
Mary.

“Tom did extensive travel in his work in
television and he was in and around a lot of
these religious sites,” Mary remembered.
“Tom was very skeptical about these sites.
Then one day he was supposed to meet
some friends for beers at the Fox Chapel
Yacht Club. Mysteriously, they didn’t show.
Someone else did. Tom was sure the voice
Parenting
Pointers
was Jesus. He said,“Thomas, I took
you to
Lourdes, I took you to Fatima,
andbody
I tookisyou
The
one, though it
many parts.
to Bethlehem. Can’t you understand
that (1 Cor 12:12)
our
this is real?” asked the voice.part
Tomofran
to body
the is important
connected.
So
closest Catholic Church he could find. He too, is each m
ber of fast.
the human family. Rem
knew he needed Confession—and
ber today the value of each
neighbor/refu
Gospa Missions is a nonprofitborn/unborn,
Catholic
friend
even
enemy.
Let us m
organization founded in 1990. “We achieve
to protect all human lives
our mission of evangelizing the world’s
people to the Catholic Church,” Mary said,
“through Tom’s life-changing books and talks,
conferences, pilgrimages and our online and
Evans City stores. It enables us to fund two
orphanages and schools that we founded
in Nigeria and India through our sister
nonprofit, Abode For Children, helping about
a thousand children each year. We lost Tom in
2011, but he lives through these ongoing
commitments,” Mary said.
Note: Gospa Missions Bookstore invites anyone bringing a
copy of this article to the store to enjoy a 15% discount on
all regularly priced inventory through December 31, 2020.
If you prefer to shop at their online store (gospa.org), just
use the discount code JPSS15 for all regularly priced
inventory when you check out.

beaver valley early childhood director

CHRIS PATSCH

WATCH ON...
facebook.com/SaintsJohnandPaulParish
facebook.com/BVParishes

youtube.com/c/SaintsJohnPaul
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 2PM

moved to my house about 18 months ago and adopted my dog, Augustine,
soon after. We walk through our neighborhood nearly every day and have
quickly learned where all the other dogs live. Augie’s first year of life was
spent in a home where dogs were being hoarded and he learned to be
territorial and fearful of other dogs from that experience. While he is friendly
and mild-mannered around humans, he has great difficulty interacting well
with other dogs. I found out early on that Augie believed in social distancing
before that became a thing for the rest of us.

of

So, as we start on our 3-mile daily walk, I automatically cross from the left
to the right side of the street when we approach the house where the two
Labradoodles live. We then cross back to the left to avoid the Newfoundland
in his fenced-in back yard. And as the woman walking the Jack Russell
terrier approaches me, we bob and weave in an awkward dog-owner dance,
jockeying for which side of the street each of us will end up on. A bag full of
cheddar cheese chunks typically distracts Augie’s attention away from these
other dogs, but not without a lot of dog bravado in the form of growling and
barking, none of which I think would come to any fruition if he actually were
able to reach these other dogs.
It occurred to me this morning that this is a metaphor for my attempts to
avoid the near occasions of sin in my daily walk through life. There are
frequent temptations on either side of me, and sometimes heading right for
me, that can be difficult to avoid. While I can control Augie’s ability to be
drawn into his daily distractions by tightening his leash or tempting him with
cheese, I am less able to control my own human desires to be drawn into
occasions of sin when they present themselves.
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Too often I find myself growling and barking at others who have angered or
displeased me. My words sometimes can be harsh and critical, biting into
another person’s spirit and gnawing away at their peace and, along with that,
my own. And, since God grants us free will, there is no leash to pull me back
and force me cross to the other side of the street -- I have to muster the selfdiscipline to do that on my own.
What will lure me away from these temptations to sin? Frequent prayer,
participation in Mass, reception of Holy Communion, and Eucharistic
Adoration are the cheddar cheese chunks in my life. Knowing that these
graces are available to me helps me stay on the straight-and-narrow path,
and faith in God’s goodness and loving mercy when I do stray gives me the
strength to walk this daily walk in Faith.

KAREN WALKER
Pastoral Minister
kwalker@greatgrouping.org

IF YOU ARE FEELING CALLED TO HELP,
PLEASE CONTACT KRISTA KOLLITZ
bkkollitz@aol.com
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his month our daughter’s preschool director shared an email with the school families,
letting us know that anyone was welcome to take home frozen pie dough that had been
assembled by ladies from Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church for their fundraiser that was
derailed by COVID. Learning of the large volume available, I contacted Janet Roberto, who
heads our parish’s Outreach Ministries. She said the Meal-Making Ministry would be happy
to use the dough. I emailed the preschool about our Meal-Making Ministry and the church
was happy to give our Outreach ministry all of the remaining dough balls—well over 100!
These were delivered to the Samaritan Kitchen, where the volunteers there applied their
culinary skills to create meals for those in need. The Great Grouping is so blessed to have
these hard-working Outreach ministries. Their corporal works of mercy provide food to our
neighbors in need and a warm reminder that God always provides.
—Teresa Lander

IS

T

his is how I describe our gratitude toward Costco in Cranberry these past 8
months, as they have donated carload after carload of perishable food items to
feed our local families who suffer from food insecurities.
It began in late April when I received a text from Shelley at Costco offering 100
chicken fajita bowls. I lined up a volunteer to pick up the bowls and deliver them
to Good Samaritan where Cindy Deschaine and her volunteer team distributed
them to local families via the Great Grouping Beaver Valley Food Pantry. A week
later, Shelley offered salad kits, pasta kits and deli items from their prepared food
section. A week after that, 18 cases of apples (we’re definitely going to need
multiple vehicles for this donation). You get the idea. Virtually every week, since
April, our Great Grouping has received cases of frozen meat, hundreds of bags of
fresh and frozen fruits and vegetables, and dozens of fresh baked goods. The icing
on the cake was when Shelley offered 500 pies the week of Thanksgiving!
In speaking with Shelley, I learned that Costco’s core values include giving back to
the community. For the past few years, they’ve partnered with Feeding America,
which allows them the opportunity to generously donate perishable food that is
reaching its “sell by date” to organizations within the store’s community. Without
this opportunity, the perfectly edible food would end up in the dumpster.
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So what do we do with all of this food? We distribute it directly to local families
suffering from food insecurities through the Good Samaritan Beaver Valley Food
Pantry, we use it as ingredients in prepared meals distributed by the Samaritan
Kitchen, and we deliver it to local organizations like Center for Hope (Ambridge),
First Baptist Church (Ambridge), Faith Restorations (Monaca), Red Door
(Pittsburgh), and Light of Life (Pittsburgh).
—Denise Fahrion

If you, your family, or your ministry would
like to get involved in the Food Pantry or
Samaritan Kitchen, please consider joining us
on TUESDAYS for Donation Sorting (10:30AM1PM), Box Making, Box Distribution, Kitchen
Runner, and Kitchen Dishwasher (various hours
between 3:30-6PM). Contact Cindy Deschaine
at cdeschaine@greatgrouping.org.

“

Let the little
children come
to Me and do not
hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven
belongs to such
as these.”

THURSDAYS in the GROTTO CHAPEL
10-10:30 AM
Designed for ages 0-5, but all are welcome

QUESTIONS?
Allison McLaughlin at
mclaughlins2017@gmail.com

The words of Christ himself are pretty
clear here. As parents and guardians,
it’s our responsibility to bring our
children to Christ. Join us as we do
just this in a Children’s Holy Half Hour
every Thursday at 10:00 AM in the
Grotto Chapel.
Bring your little ones as we enter
the Adoration Chapel and kneel at
the foot of Christ present to us in
the Eucharist to Adore, sing, dance,
offer petition, and learn about the
liturgical year and richness of our
Catholic faith. We aim for a reverent
atmosphere but also understand that
most little ones need to move about,
squirm, chat, and giggle from time to
time. In the words of Saint Thérèse of
Lisieux, “Remember that nothing is
small in the eyes of God.”
—Allison McLaughlin
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— Matthew 19:14

KAREN WALKER
Pastoral Minister
kwalker@greatgrouping.org

It seems fitting that the season of Advent falls at the beginning of
winter when the days become shorter and the nights become longer.
As we approach the winter solstice, the longest night of the year, we
are plunged into darkness nearly 15 hours per day. This is evident to me
each day as I walk my dog, run my errands, and commute to and from
the church enveloped by darkness, longing for daylight, hoping for the
sun’s return to brighten my days.
I have been afraid of the dark ever since I was a young child. Too many
scary movies and an older brother who enjoyed jumping out of dark
corners to frighten me were the cause of my fear in those days. But the
darkness that distresses me the most now is born out of grief over the
loss of loved ones, accentuated by separation from family and friends,
and aggravated by a strong dose of pandemic fatigue.
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During the holiday season, we’re bombarded with images that imply
that we should be perpetually merry, surrounded by the perfect family,
decking the halls, and filling our homes with presents. But the reality may
be that we feel exhausted, or lonely, or may be experiencing difficult
relationships with family members. We may not be able to travel to see
loved ones this year or may not have the financial means to celebrate in
the ways in which we are accustomed. It may be a struggle to see the
light in the darkness that surrounds us.
But the lack of light doesn’t mean a lack of God’s continuing presence
with us. He walks with us through the dark valleys, never leaving our
side. He encourages us to continue to be prayerful, to be hopeful, to
watch and wait in the stillness of even the darkest nights. He reminds
us that the Light of the World is coming to us again this Christmas Day,
and the days that follow will become brighter and the darkness will be
diminished once again.
We invite you to join us for an evening of music, prayer, and reflection
called The Longest Night on Wednesday, December 16, from 7-9 PM in
the main church. This evening offers an opportunity for those who may
be struggling with grief, loneliness, financial loss, separation from family,
or other distress to reflect on God’s compassionate love for all of us.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
7-9 PM in the MAIN CHURCH

MUSIC
PRAYER
REFLECTION

lighting up
our communities
for life!

In an effort to show our solidarity and support for the
unborn—and those who will be marching—we are having
two events to commemorate the 48th Anniversary of the
landmark Supreme Court decision, Roe v. Wade, legalizing
abortion in our country.
The first event will be one that everyone can participate in
at home—Luminaries for Life!

SAVE THE DATE

The Respect Life Committee of our Great Grouping will be
making luminary kits available for parishioners to display
at home on the evening of Thursday, January 21, 2021—
the eve of the Roe v. Wade decision. You can display your
luminaries at your front door, sidewalk or driveway—to
show your support. Let’s light up our communities for life!
—Marie Pfau

The second event will be on Friday, January 29, 2021—
the day of the annual March for Life in Washington D.C.
We will be holding a prayer vigil at Saints John & Paul to
commemorate the over 60 million lives that have been
lost to abortion in the United States since 1973. We also
remember the mothers, fathers, siblings, grandparents
and countless others who have been impacted by
abortion during this time. Details on the prayer vigil will
be forthcoming but we invite you to SAVE THE DATE to
participate in this important event.

QUESTIONS?
Janet Roberto, Director of Outreach
jroberto@greatgrouping.org
Marie Pfau, Respect Life Committee
mariegpfau@gmail.com

SUGGESTED DONATION
FOR THE LUMINARY KITS
• 2 luminaries for $1.00
• 10 luminaries for $5.00
You can purchase as many as
you would like. Please visit
greatgrouping.org/luminary to
place your order before January 6.
Pick-up of the luminary kits will be the
week of January 16-20 in the foyer of
the Upper CDC at Saints John & Paul.
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ue to the restrictions surrounding the Coronavirus
pandemic, our parish grouping will not be traveling to
Washington D.C. for the Annual March for Life on January
29, 2021.

announcements from around the
grouping
greatgrouping.org/announcements
Adoration

ministries meeting virtually

Adoration is available Sunday-Friday 8AM-8PM
Adoration on Christmas Day will be offered as a Holy
Hour following the 10 AM Mass. Questions? Deacon
Tom Boucek tboucek@greatgrouping.org.

All of our ministries are meeting virtually until further
notice due to the spike in Covid-19 cases in our
area. If you are interested in attending a ministry
meeting please contact the ministry leader for more
information. greatgrouping.org

bible study
Revelation Bible Study registration is open. The study
will begin the week of January 11. greatgrouping.
org/bible-study.

Longest night
All are invited to join us in an evening of prayer &
worship on Wednesday, December 16 at 7PM
at Saints John & Paul for an evening of peaceful
reflections on the joy of Christ’s coming. Confession
& Adoration will be available.

luminaries for life
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Due to the restrictions surrounding the Coronavirus
pandemic, our parish grouping will not be traveling
to Washington D.C. for the Annual March for Life.
The Respect Life Committee will be making luminary
kits available for parishioners to display at home on
the evening of Thursday, January 21—the eve of the
Roe v. Wade decision. Suggested donation for the
luminary kits: 2 luminaries for $1.00; 10 luminaries
for $5.00 Place your order online greatgrouping.org/
luminary before January 6. Pick-up of the luminary
kits will be the week of January 16-20 in the foyer of
the Upper CDC at Saints John & Paul.

Christmas Charities for Children &
Youth Collection
On Christmas Eve & Christmas Day, there will be a
special collection for the Christmas Charities for
Children & Youth. This collection stays within our local
community and surrounding areas and is used for
Youth Ministry programs and education for Catholic
children in public schools who need faith formation.
Support for youth is given to churches in need of
financial assistance. This collection is applied to our
Parish Share Assessment.
livestreamed masses
Did you know we Livestream Mass everyday at 9 AM?
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel and Facebook
Page to be notified when we go live!

respect life
The Respect Life Committee of our Great Grouping
is working to build up the Culture of Life in our
parish grouping and communities. We will meet on
Monday, December 14 at 7 PM virtually. We will
discuss plans to observe the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade and the Annual March for Life in January. All
are welcome to attend. Please contact Marie Pfau
at marie.pfau@zoominternet.net or Peter Elliott at
pm.elliott@comcast.net if you have any questions or
are interested in the ministry meeting virtually.
Nut/Poppyseed/Apricot roll Bake Sale
Volunteers from the Beaver Valley Parishes will be
in the Conference Room/Kitchen on the lower level
the church selling Nut, Poppy and Apricot Rolls for
your Christmas table. They will be there after the
Saturday evening Mass on December 19 and all the
Sunday Morning Masses on December 20. The cost
is $13 per roll.
Divorced and Separated Support
Group
The Divorced and Separated support group will
offer a virtual cycle of meetings starting on Monday,
January 11 and ending on Monday, April 5. Meetings
are on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30 PM and will
be conducted via Zoom.
This peer led group provides caring support to
anyone who is experiencing the pain of separation
or divorce. Topics covered include anger, loneliness,
annulment, forgiveness, financial survival and more.
Anyone who has questions or would like more
information should contact Ralph Joy (412) 7415456 or ralph.r.joy@gmail.com If you wish to attend
the meetings, you must register in advance at the
following website: divorcecare.org/groups/128566
are you receiving our emails?
We issue a monthly email to all of our registered
parishioners at the beginning of each month. We
also send out important Covid-19 related updates.
If you are not receiving these emails please sign up
online at greatgrouping.org/welcome.

mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass

‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness

Monday, December 14 (NM 24:2-7, 15-17A/MT 21:23-27)
9:00 AM † Joseph Dresbach (Robert & Barbara Bartholow)
tuesday, december 15 (ZEP 3:1-2, 9-13/MT 21:28-32)
7:00 AM † William Baker (Wiloch Family)
9:00 AM † Johnathan Boucek & Family (Bill & Gail Boucek)
wednesday, december 16 (IS 45:6C-8, 18, 21C-25/LK 7:18B-23)
9:00 AM † Al Comini (Parents)
thursday, december 17 (GN 49:2, 8-10/MT 1:1-17)
7:00 AM † Dominic Tomasello (Watson Family)
9:00 AM † Barbara Wolford (Linda Carr)
friday, december 18 (JER 23:5-8/MT 1:18-25)
9:00 AM † Dale F. Offner (Bob & Carmel Kremen)
saturday, december 19 (JGS 13:2-7, 24-25A/LK 1:5-25)
9:00 AM † James & Michael Mahunik (Greg & Carol Hyrcza)
5:00 PM † Theresa & Hermine Scherer (Mike & Janice Scherer)
sunday, december 20 (2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16/ROM 16:25-27/LK 1:26-38)
7:30 AM † Rita Nowak (Mark Schroeder)
9:00 AM ‡ Faithful of the Great Grouping
11:00 AM † Michael Arrigan (Food Collection Committee)
7:00 PM † Anna & Philip Burda (Marianne Burda)

Flora Mae Hook

Brandon & Kaitlin (Foley) Hook

our faithful departed
Maria Schaller-Ammer
Mother of Walter Schaller

Robert Bestwick Jr.
Father of Karen Bricker

LaVerne Borgelt
Mother of Errol (Susan) Borgelt

our gifts to god
Weekend of November 29

WEEKLY OFFERTORY—$8,641
ONLINE GIVING—$5,242
PARISH SHARE—$795
PARISH SHARE ONLINE—$170
PARISH SHARE EGP—$11,288
As always, thank you for your kind and generous support of our parish.

prayers for the sick
Lucille A.; Anita & Herm Anand; Baby Anthony; Ashley; Ariella Ann
Axmacher; Barbie; Barbara; Arlene Berger; Elizabeth Bordoni;
Boyd; Brian Bove; Bradley; John Brezarich; Thomas Bugel; Susan
Bunce-Gillooly; Tristan Byrne; Carol; George Cherveka; Carin
Chmielniak; Christopher and Mary Anne; Chris C.; John Clare; Ed
Colerich; Regis Conley; Sumter Davega; David; Ryan Day; Debi;
John Dehler; Frank DeMarco; Joanne DeMarco; Geno Denney;
Jodie Dentici; Kathleen Diulus; Adellina Donaldson; Teri Dye;
Brendan E.; Richard Eichner; Erin Farrah-Keedy; Farrah Family; Mary
Ferracane; Florence; Virginia Frick; Ethel Gaspar; Jobie Glessner;
Gochis Family; Carol Giger; Valerie Golik; Marianne Grom; Lindsay
Hagy; Brian Hanf; Edie Harris; Deacon Al Heiles; Janet Heintz;
Claude Herbert; Michael & Angela Hromanik Family; Andrew J.;
Jeff and Devin; Jessica; Julia; Joe K.; Chase Kaczmarek; Lois Karran;
Cheryl Kassner; Kathy; Rebecca Kelman; Alice Kernan; Kim; Cassie
Kirsch; Lynn & Rodger Kirsch; Stephen and Lois Knapke Family;
Regina Kraus; Jason Kwiatkowski; Lily; Katey Mahaney-Lamperski;
Michael Lazzaro; Jill Majors; Mary Margaret Malandra; Ann Maloy;
Marge; Julia Marino; Marty; Mary Anne; Terry McCartney; Fr. Naos
McCool; Jack McCusker; Aidan McKenna; Stephen McLoughlin;
Patty McMahon; Robert E. Mainert; Edward Meegan; Meredith
and Baby Boy Milad; Anita Marie Merlino; Frank Milicia; Jack Milici;
Sally Miller; Dee Muller; Diane Munkus; Vicki Partlow; Zack & Ellen
Pels; Sean Roy; George Rozman; Rugh Family; Art Springer; Mare
Stapleton; Bob Urso; Loretta Vancko; Denny and Clara Voettiner;
Elaine Vogel; Austin W; Baby W.; Linda W.; Charlotte Wall;
Norbert Weidner; Patricia Weis; Cynthuira Williams; Tom & Carol
Windfelder; John Woffington; Dave Wyckoff; Louie Yarabinec; Dave
Zajac; Joseph Zeller.
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our newest christians

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

7720 Perry Highway
412-367-3100

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms
Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage

724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com
124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

BERNARD M.

T U L LY
ESQUIRE
1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville

(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Injury/Accident Cases
No Recovery/No Fee

40 years trial
experience counts

www.telltully.net • 724.935.1922

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com

William C. Christie, M.D. • Daniel V. Zimmer, M.D. FACS
Christopher M. Spearman, M.D.
• Comprehensive Eye Exams and Consultations
• Cataract Surgery & Multifocal Technology
• Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment
• Diabetic Retinal Exams
• Macular Degeneration Evaluation and Treatment
• Dry Eye Evaluation and Treatment

www.scottandchristie.com

Call to schedule your appointment today!

(724) 772-5420 • Cranberry Township

BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
Phone/Fax 412-630-9123

www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Richard C. Reynolds
Senior Vice President / Wealth Management
Accredited Wealth Management Advisorsm
Branch Manager

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com
Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253

carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

3-D-4-2

FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Dr. Kim

CHIROPRACTOR

878-777-4777
drkimchiro.com

Pittsburgh (Shadyside)
500 S. Aiken Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
Wexford (Pure Athletex)
119 Neely School Rd.
Wexford, PA 15090

14-1208

7 area locations
FREE Home Delivery

Spiritual Direction

866-OWL-clea(n)

No Fee Required • References Available

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

Certified Spiritual Director via
Sisters of Humility, Villa Marie

Leslie Ward
leslieward019@gmail.com

412-580-6877

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

Minto Landscaping Inc.

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers
River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal
Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

www.mintolandscaping.com

724-287-1278

Complete pet boarding, grooming and dog training services

Misty Pines Pet Company
(412) 364-4122 • www.mistypinespetcompany.com
Serving the Community Since 1975

412-364-1127

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

CENKNER ENGINEERING INC.

Consulting Engineers & Land
Surveyors (Since 1976)
Serving Pittsburgh & Southwestern PA
Land Development, Land Surveying,
Civil Engineering and Environmental
Permitting Services

THIS SPACE IS

(412) 699-0084

E-Mail: john@cenkner.com
3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

Looking to buy or sell? Call me!
Joanne Marusic Watterson

Mobile: (724) 612-5006 - Call or Text

Office: (724) 933-8500, Ext. 8525
E-mail: j.watterson@kw.com
Specializing in YOUR area! • Free market analysis

Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

• Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
• Interest-Free Financing
• Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
• Risk-Free Trial Periods
• LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
Board Certified
Doctor of Audiology

Board Certified
Doctor of Audiology

• Senior Citizen Discounts
• Repair & Service All Makes
• Tinnitus Therapy
• LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
* Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090

724-934-8744 | 5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281
Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

George A. Reed Agency Inc
2412 Rochester Rd • 412-318-4444

JACK GRATER, CPA, MST

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko
Wills, Estates &
Other Legal Services
337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

“Helping you keep more of what you earn!”

Former IRS Agent Parishioner
Specializing in Accounting, Tax Planning and Preparation, and
Consulting Services for Businesses, Individuals, Trust and Estates
Online and In-Person Services Available

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com

412.928.3838

www.ktgcpa.com

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today!
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL
IN YOUR WILL
Drs. Brian & Robert Klaich

724-772-8800
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor

2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

3-D-4-2

724-776-2280

THIS SPACE IS

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com
Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143
(724) 934-3000 www.schellhaasfh.com
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor
Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

THIS SPACE

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY
– Parish Parishioners –

IS AVAILABLE

724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Probate • Elder Law
2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation

(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

WEXFORD
HEALTH CARE
CENTER
Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.

412-366-7900

George A. Thoma Funeral Home, Inc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services

Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director
10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400

www.thomafuneralhome.com

Let’s get your
ESTATE PLAN
Created or Updated
Call or book online

MATT SNYDER

(724) 799-2032

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring
Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

www.cawleyfinancial.com
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC
Member FINRA/SIPC

Parishioner Kraig Cawley
Certified Financial Plannertm

THIS SPACE IS

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.

725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778
3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

beaver valley

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104
the week ahead
Monday, December 14
7:00 PM Respect Life (Virtual)

Tuesday, Decmber 15
2:00 PM Exploring Catholicism (Virtual)
6:30 PM Welcome Retreat Formation (Virtual)
7:00 PM RCIA (Virtual)
7:00 PM Spousal Loss Support Group (Virtual)

Wednesday, December 16
7:00 PM Longest Night (Church)
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (Virtual)

Thursday, December 17
10:00 AM Spanish Rosary (Church)
10:00 AM Holy Half Hour (Grotto)
6:00 PM Confession (MPR/Nursery)
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehersal (Church)

Friday, December 18
Nothing Scheduled

Saturday, December 19
Bake Sale following Mass (Kitchen)
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (Virtual)
10:00 AM WINGS (UCDC)
4:00 PM Confessions (MPR/Nursery)

Sunday, December 20
Bake Sale following Mass (Kitchen)
10:00 AM Lectio Divina (Virtual)
1:00 PM Flame of Love Cenacle (Grotto)

help lines

How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

good samaritan
st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com
Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

regular mass & confession times

M
T

8:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
7:00 AM Saints John & Paul
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

W

8:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul

Th

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul

F

8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
1st Friday 7:00 PM Saints John & Paul

S

9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Quigley
4:00 PM Beaver Valley Vigil Mass at Quigley
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul

Su

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul
8:00 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
9:30 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
11:00 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul
7:00 PM Saints John & Paul
4:00 PM Spanish Mass at Quigley
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313
Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357
Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Sacrament. As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit

