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Fourth Sunday of Advent + December 20, 2020
PROCESSIONAL—“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all humankind; Bid thou our sad divisions
cease, And be thyself our Prince of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! Shall come to thee, O Israel!
Text: LM with refrain; ‘O’ Antiphons, Latin, 9th cent.; verses 1, 3–6 para. in Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Cologne, 1710; tr. by John M. Neale,
1818–1866; verses 2, 7 tr. fr. The Hymnal 1940, alt. Music: Chant, Mode I; Processionale, French, 15th cent.; adapt. by Thomas Helmore, 1811–1890.
Reprinted with permission ONE LICENSE# A-718331.

FIRST READING—2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16
When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies
on every side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the
ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind,
for the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“
“’It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to be commander
of my people Israel. I have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your
enemies before you. And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix
a place for my people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without
further disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all your
enemies.The LORD also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And when your
time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from
your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to
me.Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne shall stand firm
forever.’”

RESPONSORIAL—Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54.
Response: For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; through all generations my mouth shall proclaim
your faithfulness. For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; in heaven you have
confirmed your faithfulness. (R.)
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will I
confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.” (R.)
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my God, the Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will maintain
my kindness toward him, and my covenant with him stands firm.”(R.)

SECOND READING—Romans 16:25-27
Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long
ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, according to the command of
the eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only
wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL—Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.
And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly
troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old
age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible
for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS—“Lo, How a Rose Blooming”
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming, As
those of old have sung. It came, a flower bright, Amid the cold of winter, When half spent was
the night.
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, This Rose I have in mind, With Mary we behold it, The Virgin Mother
kind. To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior, When half spent was the night.

Text: 76 76 6 76; based on Isaiah 11:1; trad. German carol, 15th cent.; tr. by Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt. Music: Alte Catholische
Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Cologne, 1599. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved.

RECESSIONAL—“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; Behold the King of glory waits! The King of kings is
drawing near; The Savior of the world is here.
So come, my Sov’reign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; Thy Holy Spirit guide us on,
until the glorious crown be won.
Text: LM; based on Psalm 24; George Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878. Music: Williams’ Psalmodia
Evangelica, Part II, 1789.Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved.
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before
all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY

f we think we are having it tough in our
communities, imagine France: first, the
billowing fires of their iconic church—Notre
Dame of Paris; then, just a few weeks ago in
Nice, three people were brutally murdered. As
one of the victims said with their last breath,
“Please tell my children that I love them.” Since
2015, 263 such murders have happened at the
hands of Islamic terrorists.

Due to lockdowns and the secular climate,
some of us choose hybrid lives—appearing
Catholic in name but interiorly worshipping our
convenience culture. Jesus Christ will never
stop being “the hound from heaven” who is in
search of us. But we must freely give ourselves
completely from the heart to Jesus in a trustful
surrender despite the heroic challenges this
might cause.

Father Stephane Drillon, a priest of the Diocese
of Nice puts these tragedies in context:
“What do French secularism and nihilism have
to propose to a young Muslim today, apart from
abortion, the Pill, drugs, castrating feminism,
games, hobbies and a lockdown where people
are paid for not working?” he said. “There is
nothing here that makes a young Muslim willing
to become part of a national narrative or to
respect the country that welcomes them, and
the choice to take refuge in the religion of their
ancestors and homelands in a most radical
manner is one of the few options they have.”

“It is not by closing our churches or by curling
up in rectories that we will avoid beheadings:
On the contrary, the first thing the Catholics
should do is to massively rush to Mass tomorrow
morning and unite with Christ,” Father Drillon
said. “It is a duty, especially at a time when the
French authorities could decide to forbid it in
the whole country.”
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The culture of secularism in our country has
successfully infiltrated our US Catholic Church
where our values and way of life seemingly are
no different than non-Catholics. Many who call
themselves Jesus’ followers are only following
the next secular trend, like lemmings. COVID
time and election season have quarantined
many from keeping Holy the Sabbath and the
reception of the Eucharist.

This Advent season—the days leading up to
Our Lord’s birth—we need to make room for
Him in the inn of our hearts, minds and daily
life. Remember that one biblical character who
never seems to make our Nativity scenes: the
Inn Keeper, who had no room for the hidden,
pre-born Jesus. Let us make room for Jesus by
receiving his Eucharist and opening our hearts
to make a manger, as Mary and Joseph did.

“

the first thing the
catholics should do
is to massively
rush to mass.”

the
catechist
column

As we approach Christmas, one line from this
reading really stands out: Jesus Christ is the
“mystery kept secret for long ages but now
manifested through the prophetic writings.”
The word mystery is used 28 times throughout
the New Testament. St. Paul uses it in his
Letter to the Colossians where he speaks of
“the glorious riches of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians
1:27). The mystery manifested at Christmas was
not simply an infant Messiah but the Divine
Messiah who lives within his disciples as our
hope of glory.

If we translate the word mystery (mysterion
in Greek) into Latin, we get the word
sacramentum or sacrament. A sacrament
is an outward sign of an inner reality. The
appearances of bread and wine are in reality
spiritual food, Jesus’ very Body, Blood, Soul,
and Divinity. The outward sign of water
brings about spiritual rebirth. Jesus Christ
is the sacrament kept secret for long ages
but now made visible, but how? In Jesus
Christ, God and man are forever united.
When I beg the Spirit to make this mystery
(sacrament) manifest in me, I become a
mystery (sacrament), an outward sign of an
inner reality. Remember what St. Paul said to
the Colossians, that the mystery or sacrament
is Christ in me. The outward sign is me;
the inner reality is Jesus Christ living in and
through me, God and man united.

Do not let this final week of Advent, these
last days of 2020, this unusual celebration of
Christmas, be just another time to reminisce
about the past and look to the future. The
Christmas story is about the mystery becoming
manifest, about God breaking through.
Bethlehem is your heart. Mary and Joseph’s
difficult circumstances are the difficulties of
your life. Mary did not expect the mystery
to be manifested in her body, but the Holy
Spirit made it so. In these waning days of
Advent and of 2020, we all need to beg the
Spirit to overshadow us, to let the mystery
be manifest in us, to let it grow in us until the
divine Messiah bursts forth into the difficult
circumstance of our lives.

This week, the Spirit is reminding us that the
build up to Christmas is not simply about
remembering Mary’s pregnancy and delivery.
It is supposed to be about me being a Godbearer as well. How can that be? And yet it
can be. St. Paul begins (1:5) and ends (16:26)
his Letter to the Romans with the phrase “the
obedience of faith.” One interpretation of this
phrase is the faith that causes one to obey
even in the face of confusion and uncertainty,
in the face of mystery. How can I, a human
being, bear God in the world? I can start by
looking to the only person to bear God in her
womb, who once said, “Let it be done to me
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Come,
Holy Spirit. Come, oh come, Emmanuel.
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O

n this fourth and final Sunday of Advent,
we read the final few verses of St.
Paul’s Letter to the Romans. This doxology
concludes and summarizes his only systematic
presentation of what it means to be a disciple
of Jesus.

JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org

A series of articles highlighting the good people, places and things of the Great Grouping.

the first church
is the deepest
The undated picture accompanying this
article is from the vantage point of my parked
car. It’s a common stopover if I am in the
vicinity of the old Annunciation Church at
Charles and Norwood streets on Pittsburgh’s
North Side.

20, 2020 • greatgrouping.org
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It’s a church of another denomination now,
certainly a worthier fate than a Catholic
church turned into a brew pub. I was at
the “last Mass” there several years ago
where former priests came back for one
final Celebration of the Eucharist. It was
emotional to share memories with clergy and
parishioners I hadn’t seen in years. Unless,
of course, you count North Side Catholic
Cemetery where my parents are buried. My
brother Jamie says that headstones in that
specific area “look like the 12:15 PM Mass at
Annunciation.” Watch it, Jamie, we’ll be there
someday too!
The holiday season brings out the memories
in me. I think about all the parishes I
belonged to all over the Pittsburgh area, in
Philadelphia and Texas, also. But the first
parish where I was baptized, gave confession,
received Communion, Confirmed and was
an altar boy will always resonate and those
memories seem to get even clearer and more
compelling as the years drift past.
The chance to become an altar boy at
Annunciation was not taken lightly. It was
competitive. The Sisters of Saint Joseph
called for recruits and there were drills and
you better know your Latin even if you didn’t
know what it meant as you chanted it. The
afternoon of “the cut” when our class was
chosen was very emotional.

TOM ROONEY
Contributing Writer
tomrooney@trseg.com

Those that didn’t make the cut, well, the boys
cried shamelessly. Our exhilaration of making
the grade was tempered by sympathy for our
friends sent home. It was worse than being
cut by the grade school football team. Which I
was. I couldn’t walk and chew gum at the same
time.

I have this recurring sequence in my memory
chain of my mother getting me up at 5:30 AM
to serve the 6:30 AM weekday Mass for an
entire five-day stretch. Trudging through the
virgin snow. Getting into the sacristy. Putting
on the cassock and freshly ironed top and the
scent of starch. Of putting out the holy books,
bell ringer and filling the cruets Parenting
with water andPointers
wine. Lighting the candles in The
the still-darkened
body is one, though it
church.
many parts. (1 Cor 12:12)
part of our body is important
Checking the clock. 6:25. Noconnected.
priest. Crossing
So too, is each m
the open corridor through the
snow
to
the
ber of the human family. Rem
rectory. In my formal dress. Ringing
the the value of each
ber today
doorbell over and over. “All right,
all right,” neighbor/refu
born/unborn,
Father Bill said. “I’ll be there.”
My altar
boyenemy. Let us m
friend
- even
partner and I weren’t totally surprised.
to protectFather
all human lives
Bill had a habit of sleeping in.
I recall vividly the
Stations of the Cross
at Lent, baptisms
and weddings—
the latter a plum
assignment because
it usually meant a
new $5 bill. The
funerals and going
to the cemetery with
the priest. For me,
Annunciation—the
first church—is the
deepest.

&

WATCH THEM ALL ON...
facebook.com/SaintsJohnandPaulParish
facebook.com/BVParishes

youtube.com/c/SaintsJohnPaul
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Every week, Father Jay sits down with a different guest to delve into who they are and how
their faith informs their lives. It’s a fun, funny, informative, and heartfelt exploration with
people who are letting God work through them!

and christmas flower donations
ntercessory prayer is a chance for us to intervene on someone else’s behalf
or for someone who cannot pray for themselves.
The Christmas Flower donations from our parishioners help to defray the
cost of decorating our church with beautiful flowers during the Christmas
season. On many of the Christmas Flower envelopes, our fellow parishioners
are asking us to pray on their behalf, in honor of their loved ones who remain
here with us, and in memory of their faithful departed. As brothers and sisters
in Christ, we are given an opportunity to gather around the altar as a family
and lift each other up in prayer. We encourage you to pick up a prayer card
located on the side ledges within the church. Each card will provide a
name or names in need of your prayers. A prayer suggestion will also be
provided on the card or you may choose your own prayer.
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In addition to the prayer request above, we are including prayers for the sick,
listed weekly on page 15 of Evangelion. ‘Pray-ers’ and prayer name requests
will be available on signupgenius.com for those who participate in Mass
online, or in their car from the parking lot. A link to will be made available
at greatgrouping.org. We invite you to sign up for an individual via this
link during the Advent and Christmas season by typing your name in the
“volunteer” slot next to the name selected. Your personal information will
remain private and will not be shared with other parishioners on the signup
sheet.
Let us join together and offer up our daily prayers as a “Spiritual Bouquet” to
Jesus for our church family living here with us, and for the faithful departed.
The flowers around the altar will be an outward sign of our prayers united this
Advent and Christmas season ending on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord,
Sunday, January 10, 2021.
—Sue Simon

VIAL OF LIFE
We have a duty to God, our families, and society not only to take care of our
health but to take precautions that will maximize the chances of a successful
outcome if we become seriously ill. I can tell you from professional and
personal experience how valuable accurate medical condition, medication,
and allergy information is to emergency medical personnel, as well as the
doctors and nurses who would take care of you in the hospital.
And think of the comfort it would give your loved ones if they didn’t have
to be rummaging through your cabinets and paperwork to figure out your
medical conditions and medications when minutes count. The Vial of Life
simplifies this process and makes it more reliable.
So this Advent Season, please consider participating in this worthy program.
Think of it as a gift to your family and yourself.
—Andrea Grennan, RN, MSN, FCN
PURPOSE: The Vial of Life makes it easier for people to have medical information available in one place so
family and rescue workers can locate it in an emergency.
WHAT IS THE VIAL OF LIFE?: It is an empty prescription bottle containing the following:

2. A form to provide important medical information such as health conditions, allergies, surgeries, health
insurance, doctors, emergency contact information, etc. Please update as necessary.
3. A vial of life participant sticker
WHO IT IS FOR?: It is useful for seniors, those with chronic health conditions, those with special needs,
		
or anyone who feels they can benefit by it.
WHY?: Being a participant allows Emergency Medical Service (EMS) personnel who are familiar with the program and family
quick and easy access to important health information in an emergency situation when time is of the essence. Having this
information in one place prevents scrambling to gather it under stressful circumstances which can lead to a delay in obtaining
necessary medical attention. The information will alert rescue workers of any allergies, chronic health ailments, or health
conditions they need to know about to treat you effectively.
It is especially useful during flu season and now during the pandemic.
WHERE THE VIAL SHOULD BE STORED: The vial should be stored on the top shelf of the refrigerator and be
				
visible at all times. It also can be placed in a glove compartment of your car.
WHERE THE STICKER SHOULD BE PLACED: The sticker should be placed either on your front door, if the vial is placed in
your refrigerator, or on your car windshield if the vial is placed in your glove compartment indicating to EMS that you are a
participant in the program. They will know the Vial of Life is in the refrigerator or glove compartment upon seeing the sticker.
HOW TO OBTAIN A VIAL OF LIFE: Vials will be available before and after each Mass in the narthex.
				
Please ask a member of the Welcome Committee for one.
The Vial of Life program has been supported by the Saints John & Paul Men’s Club,
CVS Wexford, Giant Eagle Wexford, and Medicap Pharmacy Millvale. We are grateful to all our supporters!
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1. A form to list your prescription and over the counter medications as well as vitamins, minerals,
supplements, herbal remedies, etc. Topical medication should also be listed.

CRITICAL COVID-19 SAFETY REMINDERS!
FATHER JOE CARR
Parish Chaplain
frjoecarr@me.com

as always,
9am mass is
livestreamed
daily from
saints john & paul,
and 8am mass
on sundays from
quigley.
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listen to mass
from the parking
lot on 98.5fm
at saints john &
paul, and 89.7fm
on weekends at
quigley.
For details, visit

greatgrouping.org

s Parish Chaplain to our Great Grouping, it has been an honor
to visit many parishioners in nursing homes and hospitals. At our
most recent clergy meeting, we discussed the current status of the
COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the local hospitals and on
our own parishioners.
COVID-19 cases are now at an all-time high. The PA Health
Department issued an order on November 17 mandating that
masks be worn indoors and outdoors if you are away from your
home. Out of concern for our parishioners, and in response to a
significant number of emails from parishioners, the Clergy Team has
issued the following guidelines:
• Masks must be worn at all times when attending Mass
or while visiting parish offices.
• Masks must cover both the mouth AND the nose.
• Please remember to maintain a social distance of six feet
during Communion, and when entering or exiting the church.
• COMMUNION ON THE TONGUE:
For those choosing to receive Communion on the tongue, please
wait and enter the end of the Communion line. The priest or
deacon will sanitize his hands before moving to the next section
of the church to distribute Communion.
While these guidelines may upset some people, they are necessary
for the physical and emotional well-being of our parishioners. As
the cases of the virus continue to grow, some parishioners will stop
coming to church if they do not feel safe. What’s more, there is a
legitimate concern that there may be an attempt to lock down the
churches once again as they did several months ago. I would hate
to see us go back to limiting funeral Masses to 10 attendees.
Even if you do not agree with these guidelines, please take
into consideration the stress that could be caused in numerous
parishioners if we fail to abide by them—particularly for those
with underlying conditions.
Please pray for the safety of our staff and fellow parishioners as we
weather this storm together.
May God bless and keep you all.

“
The Way

What is it?
The Way, our discipleship forum, is a two-month
formation experience for those who have been
awakened to a personal relationship with Jesus
and are wondering, “what’s next?” In The Way,
you will discover how to live as a disciple of Jesus
in today’s world. Each cohort has no more than
20 participants.

What to expect
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

A live group experience, in person or online
Teachings on the spiritual life
Guided spiritual exercises
A community of faith
Group and private prayer
Personal growth along the path of healing
Large and small group discussion
Registration Fee: $50 ($35 for Online Cohorts)

Join an upcoming cohort at

“

It’s an intimate fellowship
that I have not seen much
of in the Catholic Church...I
was deeply impacted by this
fantastic opportunity.”

Upcoming Cohorts:

mtyryou.org/the-way

Starting in January
Tuesdays, 1 – 3 p or
Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 p
Starting in March
Tuesdays, 10 a – 12 p or
Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 p
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“

It helped me identify
wounds that I
didn’t know
existed... I
understand better
the freedom that God
desires for each one of
us, and by accepting
the graces He wants
to give I have found
encouragement and
healing.”

This gave me a
sense of what
the first disciples
may have
experienced as
they followed and
learned from Jesus
together.“

CHRISTMAS EVE 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10 PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24

4 PM Mass will be livestreamed

CHRISTMAS DAY 8 & 10 AM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
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MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

NEW YEAR’S EVE (Vigil) • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR’S DAY • FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021

5 PM
9 AM

Visit greatgrouping.org for all
Mass, Confession & Adoration times,
for links to our livestream broadcasts,
and much more!

lighting up
our communities
for life!

In an effort to show our solidarity and support for the
unborn—and those who will be marching—we are having
two events to commemorate the 48th Anniversary of the
landmark Supreme Court decision, Roe v. Wade, legalizing
abortion in our country.
The first event will be one that everyone can participate in
at home—Luminaries for Life!

SAVE THE DATE

The Respect Life Committee of our Great Grouping will be
making luminary kits available for parishioners to display
at home on the evening of Thursday, January 21, 2021—
the eve of the Roe v. Wade decision. You can display your
luminaries at your front door, sidewalk or driveway—to
show your support. Let’s light up our communities for life!
—Marie Pfau

The second event will be on Friday, January 29, 2021—
the day of the annual March for Life in Washington D.C.
We will be holding a prayer vigil at Saints John & Paul to
commemorate the over 60 million lives that have been
lost to abortion in the United States since 1973. We also
remember the mothers, fathers, siblings, grandparents
and countless others who have been impacted by
abortion during this time. Details on the prayer vigil will
be forthcoming but we invite you to SAVE THE DATE to
participate in this important event.

QUESTIONS?
Janet Roberto, Director of Outreach
jroberto@greatgrouping.org
Marie Pfau, Respect Life Committee
mariegpfau@gmail.com

SUGGESTED DONATION
FOR THE LUMINARY KITS
• 2 luminaries for $1.00
• 10 luminaries for $5.00
You can purchase as many as
you would like. Please visit
greatgrouping.org/luminary to
place your order before January 6.
Pick-up of the luminary kits will be the
week of January 16-20 in the foyer of
the Upper CDC at Saints John & Paul.
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ue to the restrictions surrounding the Coronavirus
pandemic, our parish grouping will not be traveling to
Washington D.C. for the Annual March for Life on January
29, 2021.

announcements from around the
grouping
greatgrouping.org/announcements
Adoration
Adoration is available Sunday-Friday 8AM-8PM
Adoration on Christmas Day will be offered as a Holy
Hour following the 10 AM Mass. Questions? Deacon
Tom Boucek tboucek@greatgrouping.org.

OFFICES CLOSED
Our offices will be closed Thursday, December 24
through Sunday, January 3. We will be back in
the office on Monday, January 4. If you are need a
priest during this time please contact Deacon Tony
Giordano at (724) 385-8628.

bible study
Revelation Bible Study registration is open. The study
will begin the week of January 11. greatgrouping.
org/bible-study.

luminaries for life
Due to the restrictions surrounding the Coronavirus
pandemic, our parish grouping will not be traveling
to Washington D.C. for the Annual March for Life.
The Respect Life Committee will be making luminary
kits available for parishioners to display at home on
the evening of Thursday, January 21—the eve of the
Roe v. Wade decision. Suggested donation for the
luminary kits: 2 luminaries for $1.00; 10 luminaries
for $5.00 Place your order online greatgrouping.org/
luminary before January 6. Pick-up of the luminary
kits will be the week of January 16-20 in the foyer of
the Upper CDC at Saints John & Paul.
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Christmas Charities for Children &
Youth Collection
On Christmas Eve & Christmas Day, there will be a
special collection for the Christmas Charities for
Children & Youth. This collection stays within our local
community and surrounding areas and is used for
Youth Ministry programs and education for Catholic
children in public schools who need faith formation.
Support for youth is given to churches in need of
financial assistance. This collection is applied to our
Parish Share Assessment.
livestreamed masses
Did you know we livestream Mass everyday at 9 AM?
Subscribe to our YouTube channel and Facebook
page to be notified when we go live!
are you receiving our emails?
We issue a monthly email to all of our registered
parishioners at the beginning of each month. We also
email important COVID-19 related updates. If you are
not receiving these emails please sign up online at
greatgrouping.org/welcome.

ministries meeting virtually
All of our ministries are meeting virtually until further
notice due to the spike in Covid-19 cases in our
area. If you are interested in attending a ministry
meeting please contact the ministry leader for more
information. greatgrouping.org
Nut/Poppyseed/Apricot roll Bake Sale
Volunteers from the Beaver Valley Parishes will be
in the Conference Room/Kitchen on the lower level
the church selling Nut, Poppy and Apricot Rolls for
your Christmas table. They will be there after the
Saturday evening Mass on December 19 and all the
Sunday Morning Masses on December 20. The cost
is $13 per roll.
Divorced and Separated Support Group
The Divorced and Separated support group will
offer a virtual cycle of meetings starting on Monday,
January 11 and ending on Monday, April 5.
Meetings are on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:30
PM and will be conducted via Zoom.

This peer led group provides caring support to
anyone who is experiencing the pain of separation
or divorce. Topics covered include anger, loneliness,
annulment, forgiveness, financial survival and more.
Anyone who has questions or would like more
information should contact Ralph Joy (412) 7415456 or ralph.r.joy@gmail.com If you wish to attend
the meetings, you must register in advance at the
following website: divorcecare.org/groups/128566
solemnity of mary,
holy mother of god, january 1
Saints John & Paul will celebrate a Vigil Mass on
December 31 at 5:00 PM and a Mass on January 1
at 9:00 AM.
Beaver Valley Parishes will celebrate a Vigil Mass on
December 31 at 5:00 PM and a Mass on January 1 at
9:00 AM, both at Quigley.

mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass

‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness

Monday, December 21 (SG 2:8-14/LK 1:39-45)
9:00 AM † Jackie Bachinsky (Rick & Nancy Piotrowski)
tuesday, december 22 1 SM 1:24-28/LK 1:46-56)
7:00 AM † Gary Price (Mike Miniotas)
9:00 AM † Anna & Philip Burda (Marianne Burda)
wednesday, december 23 (MAL 3:1-4, 23-24/LK 1:57-66)
9:00 AM † Fr. Theodore Rutkowski (Great Grouping Priests)
thursday, december 24 (GN 49:2, 8-10/MT 1:1-17)
*2:00 PM Living & Deceased Members of the Wagurak & Weigand Families (Weigand Family)
*4:00 PM Living & Deceased Members of the Kokai & Feduska Families (Drs. John & Linda Kokai)
6:00 PM † Eileen & Bill Dimond & Christopher Groetsch (Dimond Family)
8:00 PM ‡ Faithful of the Great Grouping
10:00 PM † Frances Young (Heidi McMurry)
* CDC Masses ‡ Faithful of the Great Grouping

friday, december 25 (IS 9:1-6/TI 2:11-14/ LK 2:1-14)
8:00 AM † Ron Misencik (Randy & Donna Wise)
10:00 AM † Rose Melda Abbott (Rice Family)
saturday, december 26 (ACTS 6:8-10; 7:54-59/MT 10:17-22)
9:00 AM † Joseph & Clara Giuffre (Clare Giuffre)
5:00 PM † Francis & Mary McLoughlin (Joe & Noreen Fischer Family)

our faithful departed
Gregory T. Weaver, Sr.
Parishioner and Husband of Donna Weaver

Carol Young
Wife of Jeff Young

our gifts to god
Weekend of December 6

WEEKLY OFFERTORY—$13,686
ONLINE GIVING—$7,577
PARISH SHARE—$8,915
PARISH SHARE ONLINE—$4,220
As always, thank you for your kind and generous support of our parish.

prayers for the sick
Lucille A.; Anita & Herm Anand; Baby Anthony; Ashley; Ariella Ann Axmacher; Barbie; Barbara; Arlene Berger; Elizabeth Bordoni; Boyd; Brian
Bove; Bradley; John Brezarich; Thomas Bugel; Susan Bunce-Gillooly; Tristan Byrne; Carol; George Cherveka; Carin Chmielniak; Christopher
and Mary Anne; Chris C.; John Clare; Ed Colerich; Regis Conley; Sumter Davega; David; Ryan Day; Debi; John Dehler; Frank DeMarco; Joanne
DeMarco; Geno Denney; Jodie Dentici; Kathleen Diulus; Adellina Donaldson; Teri Dye; Brendan E.; Richard Eichner; Erin Farrah-Keedy; Farrah
Family; Mary Ferracane; Florence; Virginia Frick; Ethel Gaspar; Jobie Glessner; Gochis Family; Carol Giger; Valerie Golik; Marianne Grom;
Lindsay Hagy; Brian Hanf; Edie Harris; Deacon Al Heiles; Janet Heintz; Claude Herbert; Michael & Angela Hromanik Family; Andrew J.; Jeff and
Devin; Jessica; Julia; Joe K.; Chase Kaczmarek; Lois Karran; Cheryl Kassner; Kathy; Rebecca Kelman; Alice Kernan; Kim; Cassie Kirsch; Lynn &
Rodger Kirsch; Stephen and Lois Knapke Family; Regina Kraus; Jason Kwiatkowski; Lily; Katey Mahaney-Lamperski; Michael Lazzaro; Jill Majors;
Mary Margaret Malandra; Ann Maloy; Marge; Julia Marino; Marty; Mary Anne; Terry McCartney; Fr. Naos McCool; Jack McCusker; Aidan
McKenna; Stephen McLoughlin; Patty McMahon; Robert E. Mainert; Edward Meegan; Meredith and Baby Boy Milad; Anita Marie Merlino;
Frank Milicia; Jack Milici; Sally Miller; Dee Muller; Diane Munkus; Vicki Partlow; Zack & Ellen Pels; Sean Roy; George Rozman; Rugh Family; Art
Springer; Mare Stapleton; Bob Urso; Loretta Vancko; Denny and Clara Voettiner; Elaine Vogel; Austin W; Baby W.; Linda W.; Charlotte Wall;
Norbert Weidner; Patricia Weis; Cynthuira Williams; Tom & Carol Windfelder; John Woffington; Dave Wyckoff; Louie Yarabinec; Dave Zajac;
Joseph Zeller.

December
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sunday, december 27 (GN 15:1-6; 21:1-3/HEB 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/LK 2:22-40)
7:30 AM † Gary Price (Keith & Rosemary Boyce)
9:00 AM ‡ Faithful of the Great Grouping
11:00 AM † Virginia Eyerman (Tom & Christine Vincent)

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

7720 Perry Highway
412-367-3100

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms
Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage

724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com
124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

BERNARD M.

T U L LY
ESQUIRE
1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville

(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

ATTORNEY AT LAW

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Injury/Accident Cases
No Recovery/No Fee

40 years trial
experience counts

www.telltully.net • 724.935.1922

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com

William C. Christie, M.D. • Daniel V. Zimmer, M.D. FACS
Christopher M. Spearman, M.D.
• Comprehensive Eye Exams and Consultations
• Cataract Surgery & Multifocal Technology
• Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment
• Diabetic Retinal Exams
• Macular Degeneration Evaluation and Treatment
• Dry Eye Evaluation and Treatment

www.scottandchristie.com

Call to schedule your appointment today!

(724) 772-5420 • Cranberry Township

BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
Phone/Fax 412-630-9123

www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Richard C. Reynolds
Senior Vice President / Wealth Management
Accredited Wealth Management Advisorsm
Branch Manager

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com
Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253

carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

3-D-4-2

FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Dr. Kim

CHIROPRACTOR

878-777-4777
drkimchiro.com

Pittsburgh (Shadyside)
500 S. Aiken Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
Wexford (Pure Athletex)
119 Neely School Rd.
Wexford, PA 15090

14-1208

5 area locations
FREE Home Delivery

Spiritual Direction

866-OWL-clea(n)

No Fee Required • References Available

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

Certified Spiritual Director via
Sisters of Humility, Villa Marie

Leslie Ward
leslieward019@gmail.com

412-580-6877

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

Minto Landscaping Inc.

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers
River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal
Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

www.mintolandscaping.com

724-287-1278

Complete pet boarding, grooming and dog training services

Misty Pines Pet Company
(412) 364-4122 • www.mistypinespetcompany.com
Serving the Community Since 1975

412-364-1127

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

CENKNER ENGINEERING INC.

Consulting Engineers & Land
Surveyors (Since 1976)
Serving Pittsburgh & Southwestern PA
Land Development, Land Surveying,
Civil Engineering and Environmental
Permitting Services

THIS SPACE IS

(412) 699-0084

E-Mail: john@cenkner.com
3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

Looking to buy or sell? Call me!
Joanne Marusic Watterson

Mobile: (724) 612-5006 - Call or Text

Office: (724) 933-8500, Ext. 8525
E-mail: j.watterson@kw.com
Specializing in YOUR area! • Free market analysis

Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

• Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
• Interest-Free Financing
• Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
• Risk-Free Trial Periods
• LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
Board Certified
Doctor of Audiology

Board Certified
Doctor of Audiology

• Senior Citizen Discounts
• Repair & Service All Makes
• Tinnitus Therapy
• LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
* Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090

724-934-8744 | 5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281
Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

George A. Reed Agency Inc
2412 Rochester Rd • 412-318-4444

JACK GRATER, CPA, MST

Law Offices of

aylor & Alsko
Wills, Estates &
Other Legal Services
337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370
rjt52@hotmail.com

“Helping you keep more of what you earn!”

Former IRS Agent Parishioner
Specializing in Accounting, Tax Planning and Preparation, and
Consulting Services for Businesses, Individuals, Trust and Estates
Online and In-Person Services Available

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com

412.928.3838

www.ktgcpa.com

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today!
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL
IN YOUR WILL
Drs. Brian & Robert Klaich

724-772-8800
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor

2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

3-D-4-2

724-776-2280

THIS SPACE IS

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com
Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143
(724) 934-3000 www.schellhaasfh.com
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor
Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD

Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

THIS SPACE

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY
– Parish Parishioners –

IS AVAILABLE

724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Probate • Elder Law
2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation

(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

WEXFORD
HEALTH CARE
CENTER
Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.

412-366-7900

George A. Thoma Funeral Home, Inc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services

Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director
10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400

www.thomafuneralhome.com

Let’s get your
ESTATE PLAN
Created or Updated
Call or book online

MATT SNYDER

(724) 799-2032

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring
Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

www.cawleyfinancial.com
Cetera Advisor Networks LLC
Member FINRA/SIPC

Parishioner Kraig Cawley
Certified Financial Plannertm

THIS SPACE IS

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.

725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778
3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1208

beaver valley

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104
the week ahead
Monday, December 21
7:00 PM Men’s Club (Virtual)

How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

good samaritan
st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com
Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

regular mass & confession times
Tuesday, Decmber 22
2:00 PM Exploring Catholicism (Virtual)
6:30 PM Welcome Retreat Formation (Virtual)

Wednesday, December 23
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (Virtual)

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve
2:00 PM Mass (Church)
4:00 PM Mass (Church & Upper CDC)
6:00 PM Mass (Church & Upper CDC)
8:00 PM Mass (Church)
10:00 PM Mass (Church)

Friday, December 25
Christmas Day
8:00 AM Mass (Church)
10:00 AM Mass (Church)

Saturday, December 26
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (Virtual)
4:00 PM Confessions (MPR/Nursery)

Sunday, December 27
10:00 AM Lectio Divina (Virtual)
1:00 PM Flame of Love Cenacle (Grotto)

help lines

M
T

8:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
7:00 AM Saints John & Paul
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

W

8:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul

Th

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul

F

8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
1st Friday 7:00 PM Saints John & Paul

S

9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Quigley
4:00 PM Beaver Valley Vigil Mass at Quigley
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul

Su

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul
8:00 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
9:30 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
11:00 AM Beaver Valley Mass at Quigley
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul
7:00 PM Saints John & Paul
4:00 PM Spanish Mass at Quigley
For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313
Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357
Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Sacrament. As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces.

vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit

