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2nd Sunday of Easter   +  April 11, 2021
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PROCESSIONAL—“Festival Canticle: Worthy Is Christ” 
Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
(R.)
Text: Based on Revelation 5:12–14; John W. Arthur, 1922–1980, © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission of Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1975, Richard Hillert. All rights reserved. Exclusive agent: OCP. Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved. 

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, 
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord 
God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen.

FIRST READING—Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35
The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles 
bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. There 
was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them,
bring the proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were 
distributed to each according to need.

RESPONSORIAL—Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy 
endures forever.” Let those who fear the LORD say, “His mercy endures forever.” (R.) 

I was hard pressed and was falling, but the LORD helped me. My strength and my courage is 
the LORD, and he has been my savior. The joyful shout of victory in the tents of the just: (R.) 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. By the LORD has this been 
done; it is wonderful in our eyes. This is the day the LORD has made; let us be glad and rejoice 
in it.(R.) 

SECOND READING—I John 5:1-6
Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, and everyone 
who loves the Father loves also the one begotten by him. In this way we know that we love the 
children of God when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this,
that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is 
begotten by God conquers the world. And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. Who 
indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by 
water and blood. The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth.
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RECESSIONAL—“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
I know that my Redeemer lives! What joy the blest assurance gives! He lives, He lives, who 
once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head!  

He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; He lives in majesty above; 
He lives to guide his Church in love. 

Text: LM; based on Job 19:25; Samuel Medley, 1738–1799, alt. Music: John Hatton, c. 1710–1793.  Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE# A-718331 All rights reserved. 

GOSPEL—John 20:19-31
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 
retain are retained.” Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put 
my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, 
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and 
put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and said to 
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this 
book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 
invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before 
all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.



      peak up!” shouted the priest with whiskey on his breath to the precious 
      second grader, Ann, in the late 1950’s. She went first because she was 
the smallest. Just barely getting her chin above the wood plank in a dark 
closet-like confessional, she shouted, “Bless me Father, I have sinned.” 
Then the whiskey-smelling priest exploded, “Not so loud! Sister Mildred, 
until your second graders are ready for Confession, I won’t be subjected 
to this.” And he ran out—probably to seek refuge in his addiction, served 
neat.

Then there was the testimony of second grader, Jack, ten years later. He 
went into a dark closet as well for his first Confession. But the smell on the 
breath of the priest was coffee and cigarettes. It was a warm feeling and he 
did not get shouted at, but left floating with a peaceful heart. At least that’s 
what I heard in Father Jack’s homily of his first Confession experience as a 
little boy.

Jay was a second grader in the early 1980’s. It felt like Santa Claus as we 
jumped up on Father’s lap so we could see outside of the Confession 
box. And Father was so kind and understanding. He granted me my wish 
of erasing my sins, and I left with the gift not made in the North Pole but 
in heaven: forgiveness. As Father Jay today I am so thankful for my first 
Confession... and I don’t remember the smell of Father’s breath. Maybe he 
brushed his teeth.

Think about your first Confession. Just as we have all grown up, so the 
experience of Reconciliation has evolved. Today I am sure our little ones 
are nervous, as their parents are, but in my 14 years as a priest I know I 
always tried my best—as have my brother priests—to be that merciful heart 
of Christ that brings Jesus’ smile to the little faces. I know how beautiful 
reconciling myself with Jesus and his church can be. I give praise that our 
children today can experience Confession as the gift it is meant to be, even 
though we cannot always guarantee fresh breath!

Our priests of our Great Grouping cherish our kids, and we try so hard to 
“let the children come to Jesus.” Thank you grandparents, parents and staff 
for letting this sacrament evolve to this generation of second graders.

Please pray for me. Pray for all priests, that despite all our faults and bad 
breath days, we will continue to evolve into the image of Christ to love our 
people with the merciful heart of Jesus. 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JAY
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JASON GAWALDO
Director of Faith Formation
jgawaldo@greatgrouping.org
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  hroughout the Easter Season, the second 
readings will come from the First Letter of 
John. Scholars love to debate authorship of 
the whole Johannine Corpus (the Gospel, 
the three Letters, and Revelation), but at 
least the Gospel and the Letters are clearly 
from the same community if not the same 
author, likely either John the Apostle or 
John the Elder. 1 John is a short, intense, 
and often repetitive treatise, likely written 
around 100 A.D., and may even have been 
a commentary of sorts on how to interpret 
the Gospel of John. Its main emphasis is 
that knowledge of God (right doctrine) and 
love for one another (right conduct) are 
inseparable.

We see this theme in the opening verse of 
this reading and the logical consequences 
drawn out from it. If we believe in Jesus, 
we become children of God, which happens 
sacramentally through Baptism. If we love 
the Father, we must also love his children. 
We cannot love God without also loving our 
fellow believers. We can know that we love 
our fellow believers, and thereby also love 
God, if we keep God’s commandments.

Love is tied to obedience. Love is an act of 
the will that expresses itself by following 
certain rules. I love my wife. It is more than 
just a feeling, which can disappear during an 
argument. It is an act of the will, a choice, 
even in the midst of the argument when the 
feeling flees. By freely choosing to love my 

wife, I also freely choose to subject myself 
to certain rules of marriage (fidelity, mutual 
support, raising kids, sharing household 
responsibilities, etc.). You could say that the 
evidence that I love my wife is that I keep 
the marriage commandments, and if I did 
not keep them, you could rightly question 
my love. Love makes the commandments 
not just rules, but acts of love, expressions 
of a free choice, and filled with joy despite 
difficulty.

The Spirit is whispering into our hearts this 
week, begging them to expand. If following 
God’s commandments feels burdensome, 
then perhaps our hearts are too small and 
we love too little. If we want to love God 
in big and bold ways, then our love for our 
fellow believers should be big and bold. Our 
example is Jesus, who loved God and us in 
prayerful and sacramental ways, “by water,” 
but also in big, bold, and bloody ways. His 
blood flowed from his big heart. How is the 
Spirit calling you to expand your heart this 
week?



Caden Davis
 Baptized   

April 4, 2021

BAPTIZED IN THE FAITH
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It was a special day celebrating 
Caden’s baptism and Easter 
Sunday with our family!



&facebook.com/SaintsJohnandPaulParish
facebook.com/BVParishes youtube.com/c/SaintsJohnPaul

DEACON JOHN GREEN
TUESDAY, APRIL 13 AT 2PMTUESDAY, APRIL 13 AT 2PM

from evangelicalcatholic.org

P
ag

e 
Se

ve
n 

| 
 E

V
A

N
G

E
LI

O
N

 •
 S

un
d

ay
, A

p
ri

l 1
1,

 2
02

1 
• 

g
re

at
g

ro
up

in
g

.o
rg



P
ag

e E
ig

ht  |  E
V

A
N

G
E

LIO
N

 • Sund
ay, A

p
ril 11, 2021 • g

reatg
roup

ing
.org

KAREN WALKER
Pastoral Minister
kwalker@greatgrouping.org

to

f you’re like me, your formal catechesis in the Catholic faith ended at 
Confirmation. At the ripe old age of 14, it was determined that I knew enough 
about the Catholic Church and my faith to be accepted into full union with the 
Church as an adult. And yet, there was so much more to learn.

One area that I had absolutely no interest in as an adolescent was the Church’s 
teaching on burying the dead. Blessedly, I had no need to know anything 
about this until much later in life. So, when the time came for me to make 
decisions about funeral rites and burial for my late husband, I was completely 
in the dark. And, in complete ignorance, I made several mistakes.

I’ve noticed that I am not alone in my lack of knowledge about the Church’s 
teaching in this area. I want to reassure everyone who feels unprepared—
please don’t feel bad about this. It’s not your fault. It’s simply a gap in religious 
instruction that we, as a Church, need to learn how to fill.

One way to do so is through a new book by Scott Hahn titled, Hope to Die: 
The Christian Meaning of Death and the Resurrection of the Body. In this 
book, Dr. Hahn shares the importance of reverencing our bodies in life as well 
as in death, the ways we are united in one body through the Eucharist, and 
the hope that we can truly believe what we recite in the Apostle’s Creed: “I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
Amen.”

A generous benefactor has gifted us with copies of Dr. 
Hahn’s book for distribution to our parishioners. There is no 
cost—but there is a catch! With the book, we will also give 
you a packet of materials with which you can pre-plan your 
funeral Mass. It includes a planning sheet as well as lists of 
readings and hymns to choose from. There is also a brief 
survey asking how the book may have influenced some of 
your decision-making. When you complete these materials, 
return them to the parish and we will keep them on file for 
you. Hopefully, we won’t need to use them for many years 
to come!

II

STOP BY THE OFFICE OR SEE KAREN WALKER IN THE NARTHEX IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
A COPY!

greatgrouping.org/funerals
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THURSDAYS
APRIL 15—

MAY27

7:30-9PM

UPPER CDC

        hen I was a teen, the rock opera, “Jesus Christ, Superstar” 

       had just become a huge success. The story is loosely based on 

the Gospel accounts of the last week of Jesus’ life, beginning with 

the preparation for the arrival of Jesus and his disciples in Jerusalem 

and ending with the crucifixion. I thought it was cool, but it didn’t 

“rock” my soul.

Fast forward to last year, when the COVID quarantine had me 

spending way too much time on Facebook. And then I stumbled 

upon a post regarding a show called The Chosen.

It promised “something different.” My curiosity piqued, I found 

Episode One on YouTube and settled in my favorite chair for a 

look. I wasn’t sure what to expect, (Okay, full disclosure, I had low 

expectations!) but what I found literally changed how I see the New 

Testament, Jesus, and the Apostles.

I have always been fascinated with the lives of the Apostles, but 

they never seemed truly “human” to me. I had been taught that 

Jesus “became Man,” but I just couldn’t fathom that our Lord could 

be anything but a divine creature, and surely nothing like us.

And then I watched The Chosen. To say my eyes and my heart were 

opened is an understatement. Here I saw Jesus as both a man and 

God, with a sense of humor, meeting the Apostles and calling them 

to a new life with Him. And these Apostles are flawed, just like me! 

Simon Peter speaks before thinking! (Yep!) Thomas is a realist and 

struggles to open his mind to see what is right before him. (Yep!)

And then there’s Mary Magdalene, (always my hero) who explains 

how Jesus has changed her world. She says, “I was one way, and 

now I am completely different. And the thing that happened in 

between was Him.” These words sum up my life.

And so, I invite you to join us as we watch Season One of The 

Chosen. You’ll laugh. You’ll cry. And you, too, will get used to 

“something different.”   

—Debi Boyle
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     ur Lord called for a special feast day to be celebrated 

on the Sunday after Easter. The feast of Divine Mercy 

Sunday was named by Pope St. John Paul II at the 

canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000. The Lord 

expressed His will with regard to this feast in His very 

first revelation to St. Faustina… 

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and a shelter for all souls, and especially for 
poor sinners. On that day the very depths of 
My tender mercy are open. The soul that will 
go to Confession and receive Holy Communion 
shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and 
punishment. It is My desire that it be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 
Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the 
Fount of My mercy. (Diary 1109)

Saints John & Paul Parish will be celebrating Divine 

Mercy Sunday 2021 in a special way. Please join us 

today, Sunday, April 11 at 2:30 PM in the main church 

for a Divine Mercy prayer service including Eucharistic 

Adoration and procession, confessions, praying of the 

chaplet, and reverencing of the Divine Mercy Image. 

Refreshments will be provided after the prayer service in 

the outdoor pavilion. Come and experience Christ’s love 

and mercy.

—Marcia Sabados

JOIN US today!
divine mercy 

sunday
april 11 • 2:30PM

in the church

O
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I first considered volunteering at the jail nearly 20 years ago, 

but was not sure that I was ready. A couple of years passed by 

and I was inspired by Mathew 25:31-36.

...Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for... I was in prison and you visited me.”

I did not know what the jail ministry was all about, but knew 

that I must answer His call. We received training on safety 

(what to do in a hostage situation) as well as ministry (how to 

reverently bring Communion to the inmates). Over the years I 

have had many profound experiences at the Allegheny County 

Jail, and I know that the Holy Spirit always goes with me. This 

ministry is one of the things I do so that hopefully I can be with 

the sheep, on the right side of our Lord, when he comes in 

judgement as promised in the Gospel of Matthew.  

—Keith Boyce

We pray the Lord’s Prayer together. Inmates often read 

each of the Sunday readings and we have an opportunity 

to discuss the meaning of each. We all experience the same 

feeling of community in these sessions as we experience in 

our attendance at Mass. The thanks received from the inmates 

provide the unsolicited feedback of the importance of the 

ministry.                                                 —Don Risko

There is no doubt that these are our brothers and sisters. We 

meet the inmates when they are often at a very low point in 

their lives, potentially at a crossroads for a change in direction. 

They need signs of support to build hope and a belief that they 

are lovable and can become valued members of the community. 

Our contributions of personal items, such as soap, toothpaste, 

shampoo, etc. can lift spirits because people care. 

 —Mary Beth Sweeney

APPROVED 
DONATION LIST

ITEMS MUST BE NEW AND 
REGULAR-SIZED (NO TRAVEL SIZE)

• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Deodorant (non-aerosol)
• Lotion
• Soap (bars)
• Toothpaste
• NEW SOCKS—critical need

DONATION
DRIVE
APRIL 24/25

Drop off in the pavilion 
before or after Masses
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Middle & High School Ministry
nsciarappa@greatgrouping.org
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Through my entire life I have worked or lived 

under many authority figures. I’ve formed 

relationships with teachers, a parents, bosses, 

mentors and priests. Each one has handled 

my failings in different ways, but they all were 

far from perfect. Many of my failures were 

accompanied by being lectured, judged, yelled 

at, or shamed.

It’s no wonder then, that my relationship with 

God is tainted with the vague resemblance of 

the authority figures of my lifetime. I can’t help 

it. I’ve answered to many people in my life, and 

naturally, I tend to believe that God is someone I 

have to explain myself to, or justify myself to.

I’m reminded over and over again that Jesus 

is not the same as my earthly authority figures 

every time he talks about who he is. Jesus was 

not a leader who used earthly tactics to rule 

over people. Rather, he proposed the Gospel to 

many, affirming that what he taught was from a 

heavenly father, not an earthly one.

Time and time again I have to remind myself 

that Jesus teaches and leads me out of nothing 

but love. He has no other motivation. He is not 

a deceiver. He does not shame. He does not 

sarcastically put me down or wound me when I 

go to pray.

Each time Jesus reveals who he really is to me, 

my heart begins a healing process that allows 

me to be vulnerable with him in a way that I 

can’t always with others. In this way, Jesus 

is the best authority figure, ruling with a 

passion for perusing me and you in a 

way that no one else can.

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 14 • 7PM

at SAINTS JOHN & PAUL

Come to a night of praise, worship 
and Adoration. This is a great event to 

invite a friend back to church.

with a message of healing from
FATHER JOE FREEDY
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     wo years ago when I was in college, I saw 

  Abby Johnson’s movie, Unplanned. It’s about 

Abby’s heroic conversion from her role as 

an award-winning Planned Parenthood clinic 

director—a card-carrying Grim Reaper—to 

possibly the world’s most well-known advocate 

for unborn rights.

Before the movie, I considered myself pro-

life, but I was hardly an activist. But as the 

Unplanned portrayal of an abortion procedure 

flashed across my eyes on the screen at the 

Cinemark—wow. It was devastating.

I was shocked.

Last month I joined the Respect Life 

Committee, along with 40 Days for Life, at a 

prayer vigil outside of Planned Parenthood on 

Liberty Avenue. I’ve been downtown plenty 

of times but never noticed that building. The 

front is made out of dark, grave brick. Some 

bricks protrude from the wall, in such a way 

that when the sun is at the right angle the 

building throws shadows on itself.

The ominous black entryway is set back from 

the front of the building, in a recess outlined 

by a vaulted brick arch. Flanking either side 

were two large, proud sconces, but the glass 

was murky so that the light inside emitted 

a reserved orange glow—a light just bright 

enough to illuminate the building’s presence 

at night I imagine, but too selfish to light the 

walkway below for passersby. The group of 

pro-lifers who assembled there that afternoon 

was, I was informed, bigger than the usual 

crowd. Everyone was pleasant and respectful. 

Occasionally the prayerful atmosphere was 

suddenly intruded on by a middle finger thrust 

out of a passing car window, and once an 

angry driver hurled invective at us as he sped 

through the stoplight. On approaching our 

group, one apprehensive mother counseled 

her young daughter—who looked to be around 

10—in hushed tones, as if they were about to 

enter the dangerous part of town: “Don’t make 

eye contact.” As another passerby noticed one 

of the prayerful families along the sidewalk, 

she indignantly exclaimed to her friend, “Look, 

I can’t believe they have children here!”

Well, that’s kind of the point. She likely wasn’t 

aware of the irony of her objection to this 

family as a witness to the Pro-Life movement.

That’s the thing—through a cultural lens, we’re 

a bunch of cultish freaks, blindly worshipping a 

God that fell out of fashion a long time ago. To 

the cultured eye, our rosaries give us away like 

a bright scarlet letter.

We’re losing the cultural battle. The pro-

abortion side is loud and has no scruples 

about claiming the moral high ground, and 

that confidence is attractive to a lot of people. 

Confidence is very contagious. Gaining 

witnesses is essential to the momentum of any 

movement.

In a testament to this, and of course to the 

power of prayer, 40 Days for Life has someone 

stationed outside of Planned Parenthood every 

day during Lent. Groups like this, including the 

Respect Life Committee, are truly doing the 

Lord’s work for Him.         —Erin McLaughlin
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confession
Come and feel the forgiving grace of God in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Confessions are available 
on Thursdays, 6:00-8:00 PM and on Saturdays, 4:00-
4:45 PM.

adoration
Feeling stressed or worried? Consider spending some 
quiet time with Our Lord, Jesus Christ, truly present in 
the Blessed Sacrament. Adoration is available in the 
Grotto Chapel Sunday-Friday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM.

XLT
Save the date for our next XLT on Wednesday, 
April 14, 7:00-8:30PM, at Saints John & Paul in 
the church. XLT is an evening of worship music led 
by our contemporary band, Anchor1, an uplifting 
message from our guest speaker, Fr. Joe Freedy, and 
Eucharistic Adoration. All ages are welcome.

prison ministry donation drive
The Prison Ministry serve as Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion at the Allegheny County Jail. We are 
holding a donation drive to help support those in the 
jail. Items must be new and regular sized (no travel-
sized items) Items can be dropped off the weekend 
of April 24/25 in the pavilion before and after the 
Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses.
Approved Donation List: (Items must be new and 
regular sized—no travel-sized items), Shampoo, 
Conditioner, Deodorant (non-aerosol), Lotion, Soap 
(bars), Toothpaste, Socks (Critical need).

spousal loss support group
The Spousal Loss Support Group meets on the 1st 

and 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7PM in the lower  
CDC. Our next meeting is April 20. Anyone who has 
lost their spouse is welcome to attend.  For more 
information, contact Karen Walker.

cancer caring ministry
The Cancer Caring Ministry offers spiritual and 
emotional support to those impacted by cancer.  If 
interested contact Kathy Kelly cancercaringministry@
gmail.com.  This ministry is a great resource for 
caregivers, as well as cancer survivors who are eager 
to give back.  

Kids caring project
Children in grades 1-5 are invited to join us for our 
next Kids Caring Project on Tuesday, April 20 at 
5PM. Sign up online greatgrouping.org/caring-kids-
project

lifeTeen
LifeTeen, our ministry for high school students, 
meets on Sunday from 5:00-7:00PM in the CDC. 
Contact Nick at nsciarappa@greatgrouping.org for 
more info. 

missio
Missio is our ministry for young adults in their 20’s 
and 30’s. Our next gathering is April 14 at 7:00 PM 
in the upper Cardinal DiNardo Center. Follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram @MadeForMissio.  

RESPECT LIFE
If you have a heart for life – from the unborn and 
their mothers, to teens and the elderly please join 
the Respect Life Committee as we work to build 
up the Culture of Life in our parish grouping and 
communities. Our next meeting is Monday, April 12 
at 7:00 PM at Saints John & Paul (Zoom available.) 
Contact Marie Pfau, marie.pfau@zoominternet.net  
or Peter Elliott,  pm.elliott@comcast.net for the Zoom 
link or if you have any questions or are interested in 
the ministry but unable to attend the meeting. 

parish garden help needed
Calling all gardeners, carpenters, teenagers who 
need service hours or those who like to play in the dirt.  
It’s time to get the Saints John & Paul Parish Garden 
ready for planting. If you’re interested and able to 
help  contact Terry Faber at garden@moreweather.
com before the end of April to schedule a physically-
distanced time and task.

men’s Club ScholArship Application
All graduating seniors who are members of Saints 
John & Paul are eligible to apply. An application 
can be found at greatgrouping.org/mens-club 
Completed applications are due by Noon on April 
30. For more information please contact Keith Boyce 
at cellotis@yahoo.com.
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mass intentions & readings
† Memorial Mass  ‡ Mass for Spiritual & Physical Wellness 

Monday, April 12 (Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8)
9:00 AM † Dennis Sweeney (Sue Simon)

tuesday, april 13 (Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15)
7:00 AM † Charles Bowman (Sue Holleran)
9:00 AM † Mary Lou & Hal McGonigle (MJ & Jimbo)

wednesday, april 14  (Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21)
9:00 AM † Richard Pitzer (Joe Kelly)

thursday, april 15 (Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36)
7:00 AM ‡ Maura & Rob Paganelli (Michael & Mary Fitzpatrick)
9:00 AM † Deceased members of the Spagnolo Family (Ross Family)

friday, april 16 (Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15)
9:00 AM † Norman Fogel (Mike & Sandy Ferko)

saturday,  april 17 (Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21)
9:00 AM † Jim Fahrion (Lisa Weidner)
5:00 PM † John McGlothlin, Sr. (Jon & Terri Patterson)

sUNday,  april 18 (Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48)
7:30 AM † Ann Elizabeth Krasnicki (Sisters)
9:00 AM ‡ Faithful of the Great Grouping
11:00 AM † Bob Leight (Rich & Leslie Hayes)
7:00 PM † Sam Campion (Karen Labarre)

our gifts to god

As always, thank you for your kind and generous support of our parish.

Weekend of March 28

 WEEKLY  OFFERTORY—$9,055
ONLINE GIVING—$6,517
PARISH SHARE—$5,139

PARISH SHARE ONLINE—$380
PARISH SHARE EGP—$10,678

prayers for the sick

Names of the sick will be included for a four-week 
period—if prayers are continued to be needed 
following four-week period please contact the 
parish office at (724) 935-2104. 

Even though a name is removed from the 
Evangelion, prayers are offered indefinitely.

Bradley; Kate Barnyak; Brian Bart; Merlin Batykefer; 
Tristan Byrne; Fran Crawford; John Dehler; Bonnie 
Dollin; Hudson Donahue; Mary Garvey; Tom Hall; 
Lily; Margaret; Dave Mehalik

Please pray for the sick of our parish, and for 
the families or friends of our parishioners.

our newest christians

Kieran Thomas Stimmel
Son of Ryan & Julie (Smith) Stimmel

Caden William Davis
Son of Patrick Andrew & Tara (Thompson) Davis

our faithful departed

Ruth Sweeney
Mother of Sue Simon

Weekend of April 4 (Easter)

 WEEKLY  OFFERTORY—$19,567
ONLINE GIVING—$7,052
PARISH SHARE—$12,256

PARISH SHARE ONLINE—$3,390
HOLY LAND—$1,921
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Janney MontgoMery Scott LLc
richard c. reynoLdS

Senior Vice PreSident / Wealth ManageMent
accredited Wealth ManageMent adViSorSM

Branch Manager

724.934.3418 | RReynolds@janney.com
www.RichardCReynolds.com

Member NYSE, FINRA, SIPC

SIMONS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1893”

412-367-3100

G. Scott Simons ~ Supervisor
Amy Simons Vanella
Beth Simons Ingram
John W. Simons

7720 Perry Highway

www.simonsfuneralhome.com

 BARBARA M. FRITSCH, CPA
 8600 E. Barkhurst Dr., Pittsburgh, PA
 Phone/Fax 412-630-9123
 www.barbfritschcpa.com • barbfcpa@gmail.com

Certification Number PD-1927A

 Tree Removal • Tree Pruning Stump Grinding, Etc....
 Kurt Carrozza 412-841-2338
 Kevin Carrozza 412-841-6253
 carrozzabrothers@yahoo.com
 FULL INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES
 P.O. Box 233 • Glenshaw, PA 15116

1269 Washington Pike • Bridgeville
(412) 221-7010 • www.gallinaandsons.com

PMF Rentals
Inventory Storage • Freight Storage
Document Storage • Sales Rooms

Office Space • Retail Sales • Secure Storage
724-452-6240 • www.pmfrentals.com

124 Plunkett Dr. • Zelienople, PA

Scouts BSA
Sts. John and Paul Pack/Troop 935

To join or for more information contact:
Tony Pizon: Troop935@troop935.com

William C. Christie, M.D. • Daniel V. Zimmer, M.D. FACS
Christopher M. Spearman, M.D.

 • Comprehensive Eye Exams and Consultations
 • Cataract Surgery & Multifocal Technology
 • Glaucoma Evaluation and Treatment
 • Diabetic Retinal Exams
 • Macular Degeneration Evaluation and Treatment
 • Dry Eye Evaluation and Treatment

Call to schedule your appointment today!
(724) 772-5420 • Cranberry Township

www.scottandchristie.com

Dr. Kim
CHIROPRACTOR
878-777-4777

drkimchiro.com
Pittsburgh (Shadyside)

500 S. Aiken Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232

Wexford (Pure Athletex)
119 Neely School Rd.

Wexford, PA 15090

BERNARD M.
T U L L Y
ESQUIRE
ATTORNEY AT LAW Injury/Accident Cases

No Recovery/No Fee
www.telltully.net • 724.935.1922

FORMER ASSISTANT
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

40 years trial
experience counts

PITTSBURGH LOCATION
9830 McKnight Rd., Arcadia Court

(412) 536-2020

WASHINGTON LOCATION
95 W. Beau St., Suite 510 • Washington

(724) 206-4500

Compassionate End-of-Life Care
When you choose Gateway Hospice, you and your family can enjoy the peace of 

mind that comes with knowing compassionate, quality care is available to you 24/7.

• Expert pain and symptom management
• Coordinating the patient’s care with 
 family caregivers and physicians

• Delivering physical, emotional, and 
 spiritual support to our patients and families
• Bereavement Support and Counseling

We don’t compete, we set the standard.

2331 Rochester Rd.
(412) 366-1170

www.raydonchbodywerkspa.com
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5 area locations 
FREE Home Delivery
866-OWL-clea(n)

www.owlcleaners.com
Ziccarelli’s ~ Parishioners

CallGaryKitchensandBaths.com
GARY E. JOHNSTON, Owner

412-364-1127

Commercial • Residential • Fully Insured

www.mintolandscaping.com
724-287-1278

Minto Landscaping Inc.Minto Landscaping Inc.
Specializing in All Retaining Walls & Brick Pavers

River Rock Installation • Trimming/Pruning
Mulching • Planting Shrubs & Removal

Hauling • Landscape Makeovers

CENKNER ENGINEERING INC.CENKNER ENGINEERING INC.
 Consulting Engineers & Land Consulting Engineers & Land
 Surveyors (Since 1976) Surveyors (Since 1976)
 Serving Pittsburgh & Southwestern PA Serving Pittsburgh & Southwestern PA
 Land Development, Land Surveying, Land Development, Land Surveying,
 Civil Engineering and Environmental Civil Engineering and Environmental
 Permitting Services Permitting Services
 (412) 699-0084 (412) 699-0084
 E-Mail: john@cenkner.com E-Mail: john@cenkner.com

Spiritual Direction
Certified Spiritual Director via
Sisters of Humility, Villa Marie

No Fee Required • References Available
Leslie Ward

leslieward019@gmail.com
412-580-6877

412-931-5301
Certified Arborist

Tree Removal • Trimming
Stump Grinding • Planting

Disease & Diagnosis

The Simon Group Pros. Meticulous Wealth Management SINCE 1948.
Jay Simon n Brad Dishart n Fred Clerici n John Mackie n Ryan Larkin n Allison O’Brien
SFG@hefren.com | 888-774-0990 member SIPC

losmayasmexrestaurant.com

WE
DELIVER

100 Perry Hwy, Ste 105
Harmony, PA
724-473-4639

“Skip the line and Order Online”

URBAN PLUMBING
MASTER PLUMBING

FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • $20 Off Coupon

No Job Too Small

724-774-1622

Offering braces, Invisalign
and Invisalign Teen. 

Learn more at kingorthodontics.com
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REMEMBER THE PARISH OF
SAINTS JOHN AND PAUL

IN YOUR WILL

 Exceptional Care, Affordable Options
 Serving Pittsburgh For Over 60 Years!

 • Real Ear Hearing Aid Verification
 • Interest-Free Financing
 • Over 10 Major Hearing Aid Brands
 • Risk-Free Trial Periods
 • LIFETIME FREE CLEANINGS

 Dr. Lori A. Howard Dr. Laura Di Pasquale-Gregory
 Board Certified Board Certified
 Doctor of Audiology Doctor of Audiology

9500 Brooktree Rd., Ste. 301, Wexford, PA 15090
724-934-8744  |  5 Convenient Locations | www.pghaudiology.com

 • Senior Citizen Discounts
 • Repair & Service All Makes
 • Tinnitus Therapy
 • LIFETIME FREE BATTERIES*
     * Some exclusions may apply

NOW INTRODUCING A NEW HEARING AID LEASING PROGRAM AS LOW AS $99/MONTH

7 2 4 - 7 7 2 - 8 8 0 0
devlinfuneralhome.com

Mark B. Devlin, Supervisor
2678 Rochester Rd. - Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

Murrysville, Route 22 • 724-325-3030
Donaldson’s Crossroads, McMurray • 724-941-2281

Wexford Plaza, Route 19 • 724-935-4880

 Wills, Estates  &
 Other Legal Services

337 Merchant St. • Ambridge, PA 15003
(724) 266-2370

rjt52@hotmail.com

Law Offices of

aylor & Alskoaylor & Alsko

THIS SPACE ISDrs. Brian & Robert Klaich
724-776-2280

Veneers, Whitening, Botox, Juvederm,
and relieving the symptoms of TMJ

www.cranberrydentalstudio.com

George A. Reed Agency Inc
 2412 Rochester Rd • 412-318-4444

Looking to buy or sell? Call me!
Joanne Marusic Watterson

Mobile: (724) 612-5006 - Call or Text
Office: (724) 933-8500, Ext. 8525

E-mail: j.watterson@kw.com
Specializing in YOUR area! • Free market analysis

JACK GRATER, CPA, MST
“Helping you keep more of what you earn!”

Former IRS Agent    Parishioner
Specializing in Accounting, Tax Planning and Preparation, and

Consulting Services for Businesses, Individuals, Trust and Estates
Online and In-Person Services Available

jackgrater@ktgcpa.com     412.928.3838       www.ktgcpa.com

Comfort for the Body, Mind and Soul
• Nursing (RN and LPN)

• Certified Nurses Aide (CNA)
• Hospice Chaplains

• Social Workers
• Bereavement Counselors

 412-963-6310
  granehospice.comgranehospice.com

We Honor
Veterans Program

Pampered Patient Program

Contact Mike McAleer to place an ad today! 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6307

724-934-9730 • Email: bahsplace@gmail.com
Admissions Limited

One FREE week with this ad

• 6 weeks to 12 years 
• Preschool/ PreK
• B/A School 
• Full Day Care
• Drop-In Service
• Accredited Staff 
• Established 2001

Child Care
Teacher/Caregiver
Loving and Nurturing Full/Part Time

Vacation, Holiday and Bonuses
Franklin Park

724-934-9730
Email resume to bahsplace@gmail.com
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“guiding families for six generations, since 1855”
1600 Stone Mansion Drive • Sewickley, PA 15143

(724) 934-3000     www.schellhaasfh.com 
Charles A. Schellhaas, Supervisor

Ryan D. Schellhaas, FD
Catholic Funeral Plan Accepted • Protective Pre-Planning Available

West & Zuberbuhler, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills • Trusts • Probate • Elder Law

2605 Nicholson Rd. • Sewickley
Located near Ss. John & Paul Church

Free Initial Consultation
(724) 774-8448

www.westzlaw.com

 WEXFORD
 HEALTH CARE
 CENTER

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Specializing in Short Term Rehab

9850 Old Perry Hwy.
412-366-7900

TURNING 65? Medicare questions?
Contact CAROLINE & GEORGE MCCARTHY

– Parish Parishioners –
724-766-1664 • caroline@wlewisins.com

Interior/Exterior Painting
Carpentry • Roofing • Flooring

Decks / Patios • General Repairs
* Fully Insured *

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

MATT SNYDER
(724) 799-2032

DISCOVER
Goldfish Swim School!
Goldfish Swim School is the premier learn-to-swim
facility for kids ages 4 months to 12 years. We use
our holistic philosophy, The Science of SwimPlay®,
to build life skills both in and out of the water using
play-based learning in a fun and safe environment.

• LESSONS FOR KIDS 4 MONTHS - 12YEARS
• SHIVER-FREE, 90-DEGREE POOL
• 30-MINUTE WEEKLY CLASSES
• FLEXIBLE CLASS TIMES

WEXFORD | 724.799.8850
PETERS TOWNSHIP | 724.942.SWIM
FOX CHAPEL | 412.968.6100
goldfishswimschool.com | 

Parishioner 
Kraig Cawley

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

www.cawleyfinancial.com

Cetera Advisor Networks LLC
MEMBER FINRA/SIPC

 PITTSBURGH’S PREMIERPITTSBURGH’S PREMIER
  COMMERCIAL ASPHALT CONTRACTORCOMMERCIAL ASPHALT CONTRACTOR
  Proudly serving commercial properties Proudly serving commercial properties 
 throughout Pittsburgh for 40+ years! throughout Pittsburgh for 40+ years!
New Installation • Resurfacing • Patching • Pothole Repairs 
Crack Filling • Seal Coating • Line Striping • ADA Compliance

FREE ESTIMATES (412) 979-PAVEFREE ESTIMATES (412) 979-PAVE
tabs_inc@comcast.net

www.asphaltcontractorpittsburgh.com
Looking for service for your business?

 Mention this ad for a discount.

(724) 586-6585
www.gzroofing.com

 + Residential Re-Roof
 + New Construction
 + Copper Bay Roofs
 + Slate Roofs
 + Skylights
 + Metal Roofs

Free Estimate Est. 1991

David L. Wessel, R.Ph.
725 W. Ingomar Rd., Ingomar

(412) 367-5778

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

•• ROOF REPLACEMENT
•• COMMERCIAL ROOFING

•• SHINGLE ROOFING
•• METAL ROOFING

•• SEAMLESS GUTTERS
•• VINYL SIDING

•• SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
•• ROOF COATINGS AND REPAIRS
CALL TO REQUEST AN ESTIMATE:

(724) 939-6207
www.roofreplacementcontractor.net

Andy Fritz    
Catholic Mortgage Professional
724-772-3333 ext 2130

Andy@WelcomeHomeFinance.com
NMLS #1885308

Looking to
Purchase, 
Renovate 

or Refinance 
a home?

GEORGE A. THOMA FUNERAL HOME, INc.
Caring for Families Since 1958

Pre-Need Consultation / Arrangements • Traditional & Cremation Services
Margaret L. Thoma, Supervisor/Funeral Director

10418 Perry Highway (Town of McCandless) Wexford, PA 15090 • (724) 935-3400
www.thomafuneralhome.com

Need a job?
1-888-563-TEMP

ISGWork.com



beaver valley
good samaritan 

st. john the baptist
our lady of peace

(724) 266-6565

franklin park
saints john & paul

(724) 935-2104

Father Jay Donahue, Administrator—(412) 697-5876 | seefrjay@gmail.com
Father John Batykefer, Sr. Parochial Vicar—(724) 470-6689 | frjjb317@gmail.com

Father Michael Roche, Parochial Vicar—fatherroche@gmail.com
Father Joe Carr, Parish Chaplain—(412) 867-8673 | frjoecarr@me.com

Father Antoine Kairouz, Maronite Priest-in-residence
Deacon Anthony Giordano, Deacon James Olson, Deacon Tom Boucek

M

T

W

F

S

Th

Su

the week ahead

help lines
24 Hour Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-932-0313

Crisis Pregnancy Option Line
1-800-395-4357

Post-Abortion Healing/Project Rachel
(412) 456-3167

Pittsburgh Diocese Victim Assistance
1-888-808-1235

Crisis Management Services
1-888-796-8226

regular mass & confession times

8:00 AM Good Samaritan
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
5:30 PM CONFESSION at Good Samaritan
6:30 PM Good Samaritan

8:00 AM Saint John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 

7:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
6:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 

8:00 AM St. John the Baptist
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
1st Friday 7:00 PM Saints John & Paul 

9:00 AM Saints John & Paul
3:00 PM CONFESSION at Our Lady of Peace
3:00 PM CONFESSION at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Peace
4:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. John the Baptist
4:00 PM CONFESSION at Saints John & Paul 
5:00 PM Vigil Mass at Saints John & Paul 

7:30 AM Saints John & Paul 
8:00 AM St. John the Baptist (Outdoor)
9:00 AM Saints John & Paul 
9:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Saints John & Paul
11:00 AM Good Samaritan
11:00 AM Our Lady of Peace (Maronite)
4:00 PM Good Samaritan (Spanish)
7:00 PM Saints John & Paul

For Holy Day & Holiday times, please see Week Ahead

How is God working in your life?
greatgrouping.org/share

eucharistic adoration
As Catholics, we believe that Christ becomes truly present within the Blessed 
Sacrament.  As promised by Him, His Presence is abiding, not something that 
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. During Eucharistic Adoration, we can sit 
silently in His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces. Adoration available 
at Our Lady of Peace, Monday-Thursday 8AM-8PM and at Saints John & Paul, 
Sunday-Friday 8AM-8PM.

Monday, April 12
9:45 AM Making Music Praying Twice (MPR)
10:00 AM Mary, Help of Christians (6/Virutal)
6:00 PM Boy Scouts (Pavilion)
7:00 PM Cub Scouts Committee Mtg (8&9)
7:00 PM Respect Life Meeting (MPR)

Tuesday, April 13 
9:00 AM St. John Paul II Co-op (CDC)
6:30 PM Welcome Retreat Formation (MPR)
7:00 PM RCIA (Church)

Wednesday, April 14
10:00 AM Consecration Study (8&9)
7:00 PM Missio (UCDC)
7:00 PM Six Steps to Sanity (Virtual)
7:00 PM XLT (Church)

Thursday, April 15
9:30 AM Bible Study (8&9)
10:00 AM Holy Half Hour (Grotto)
10:00 AM Endow (MPR)
6:00 PM Confessions (MPR/Nursery)
7:00 PM Consecration Bible Study (CDC/Virtual)
7:30 PM The Chosen (UCDC)

Friday, April 16
Nothing Scheduled

Saturday, April 17
7:00 AM Catholic Men’s Fellowship (MPR/Virtual)
9:00 AM Faith Sharing Book Club (MPR)
9:30 AM WINGS (UCDC)
4:00 PM Confessions (Nursery/MPR)

Sunday, April 18
10:00 AM Baptism Prep (UCDC/Pavilion)
10:00 AM Lectio Divina (MPR)
12:00 PM Welcome Committee Mtg (MPR)
1:00 PM Flame of Love Cenacle (Grotto)
2:30 PM Little Flowers (UCDC/Pavilion/Virtual)
5:00 PM LifeTeen (UCDC)


