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LITTLE FOOD PANTRY
In early March, Holy Family added a new staple to its grounds. The “Little Food Pantry”
is located on the walkway between the church and the rectory. This food pantry will
serve those who need a short-term helping hand. Whether old or young, everyone
needs a little help sometimes. Take when you need and give when you can.
This “Little Food Pantry” was built by Joe Wasielewski and founded by Jan Call, both
Holy Family Parishioners. A HUGE thank you to both Joe and Jan for their dedication
and support for this new ministry!

HOLY FAMILY STUDENTS AND LIFE TEEN FILL EASTER BASKETS
For the second consecutive year, Holy Family students partnered with the parish’s Life Teen group to fill 100
Easter baskets for Summit County teens in foster care. Students and their families, as well as Parishioners,
donated items such as candy, body care products, gift cards, games and earbuds. All of these items were used
to assemble the beautiful Easter baskets that the teens would receive.
Mrs. Grayson, HFS seventh grade teacher, and her classes coordinated the collection at the school. Some
seventh and eighth graders attended Life Teen on Sunday, March 31st to help stuff the baskets which were
delivered to Summit County Children’s Services later that same day.
A very warm thank you to everyone who participated in this Lenten service project, especially the Barry, Byrd,
Byrne, Cavallaro, Hart and Smith Families, the Knights of Columbus and Mrs. Grayson! May the Lord Jesus, who
became poor for our sake bless your generosity!

Article and photos provided by Mrs. Mary Ann Kolosi
Hannah Hurnard wrote a book in 1977 called, “Hinds Feet on High Places.” This is an allegory about a character, “Much-Afraid” who is led
on a journey by the Shepherd to the High Places. A Biblical reference is made to gazelles, who can be on precariously high mountain places,
but yet not stumble or fall. “The Lord God maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon mine High Places,” Psalms18:33 and
Habakkuk 3:19. In the journey, Much Afraid learns so much. One lesson was from a flower, called “Bearing-the Cost” or “Forgiveness.”
This flower was planted in a small crevice of a rock, but, always seeking the sun, the flower was able to grow and bloom! I am reminded of
this when I think of the Honduran people I met on this Mission. They were needing so much, and had much suffering and sorrow in their
lives, yet they reflected such faith and happiness, like another flower in Hurnard’s book called, “Acceptance- With- Joy.”
This January, I finally was able to join with the Holy Family Mission Team and go to Honduras! I had been on a Medical Mission Team before
to the Dominican Republic, and was familiar with the face of poverty. I must say I felt very safe and secure, surrounded by God’s love, under
the steadfast direction of Father Mike. He had everything under control and was organized and concerned at all times. I am pretty certain
he was the last one in the food line for meals, making sure all the 69 volunteers had their share.
The whole team was composed of wonderful, caring people. Some of our people I met at the St. Clarence Fundraiser and others at our HF
Church Blessing/ Suitcase Packing Meeting on January 13th at HFC. We really bonded the best working as a Team in Honduras, in the little
town of Nuevo Paraíso (New Paradise), Honduras.
My assignment was to translate for eye doctors in the Eye Clinic. That was a surprise to me. I surmised that I might be translating for
dentists, since I have had so much dental work done at the Falls Implant Center, where Dr. Michael Hoffman is always busy at work.
(Dr. Hoffman and his wife Ginny, a Pharmacist, have been on most of the trips. Fr. Mike and Pharmacist Daniel Krinsky have been on all
14!!) However, the Eye Clinic, to my surprise, seemed to be the busiest and I felt so very fulfilled there!
Utilizing my Spanish language was so rewarding, opening up my understanding of the loving Honduran people there. I translated for Dr. Jeff
Durkin, and was able to tell him what their physical needs and problems were, but I was also able to see and feel some of their deeper,
unspoken needs.
Most adults needed bifocals, eyedrops and sunglasses (including prescription sunglasses). The hot and blinding sun, along with the
environmental air pollution and dust, caused a condition called pterygium. This is a disease manifested in a type of fleshy tissue, growing on
the mucous membrane that covers the front of the eye, “like a white blanket,” as described simply by the Honduran people. The best
solution is surgery, which is not affordable to most. The growth can affect their vision and they often have itchy, dry eyes. They were very
happy to receive special eye drops and sunglasses, including prescription sunglasses! Almost every day, the farmers burn the sugar cane,
which produces a heavy smoke and a toxic odor. This has to be done to prepare the sugar cane for market. It seemed like there was a sugar
cane fire once a day. This is a very profitable product for the people, yet the smoke seems to contribute to the inflammation of the eyes!
The Hondurans were very anxious to receive their bifocals! Now, they said, they would be able to read their Bibles, as the print was very
small. That was such a concern for them, even for the younger women. Reading the Bible was an important part of their daily life, in every
town we went. So often, as they would leave after the eye exam, they would pray God’s blessing on us all!
Some interesting patients were the young women who learned how to sew, working as seamstresses, and who definitely were anxious to get
glasses! There were also women who worked as planchadoras, ironing clothes (at night, when it was cooler). We met a man who was a
zapatero, or shoemaker. He had a scar on his forearm from cutting leather, as he could not see correctly where he was cutting. We had a
few tortilleras, women who made tortillas daily, whose eyes suffered from the heat and working conditions.
There were children that we saw also. Dr. Jeff Durkin was very meticulous and patient with them. One girl was finally able to go to school,
since she could now see clearly! She had been out of school for a whole year! Another teenage girl had been missing school for a long time,
and she did not know how to read. When we left, she had a proper prescription of glasses and would be able to go to school, and hopefully
is learning to read.
There were some higher education students , as well, who proudly said they needed glasses for their schoolwork. Unfortunately, there were
also those young women and men who sadly revealed they had no work, even though they had finished high school. It was very difficult to
see the pain and emptiness through their eyes.
For five days, except for Sunday, we went on medical brigades (bus trips) to various towns. These trips may have taken an hour or more to
arrive to the town. We carefully wound through the mountains, seeing the beautiful vegetation and also how the rural environment was,
socioeconomically.
The towns included Guadalajara; La Villa de San Francisco (2 days); Danli, for the employees and their families of the Óscar Valladares Cigar
Factory; and finally the medical brigade for the children at our home base of Nuevo Paraíso. In total, there were 972 Eye Exams
administered and 875 Eyeglasses given! The fabulous Eye Doctors and their team, including the amazing students from Hoban High School,
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The towns included Guadalajara; La Villa de San Francisco (2 days); Danli, for the employees and their families of the Óscar Valladares
Cigar Factory; and finally the medical brigade for the children at our home base of Nuevo Paraíso. In total, there were 972 Eye Exams
administered and 875 Eyeglasses given! The fabulous Eye Doctors and their team, including the amazing students from Hoban High School,
were tireless!!
The Optometrists were: Dr. Jeff Durkin, Dr. Michelle Ford, Dr. Cindy Rich and Dr. Sabina Ziegelhoffer. The Translators were Annabelle Haas
and myself, along with the marvelous Hoban High students Charlotte Turk, Alexis Talmage, Evelyn Thoman, Joseph Osmun, and maybe even
more! Those students poured out their hearts and souls! Working with Dr. Jeff Durkin was a tremendous experience for me, as he was so
conscientious and caring, trying to reach out to the children in every way. Be assured the other Doctors did this, as well. We all did our best!
When we returned “home” after each Brigade, the Eye Team worked on rechecking supplies and reorganizing the eye glasses--either before
dinner, after dinner or both. A dauntless Team! Everywhere we went, we met the lovely, humble and appreciative Honduran people. Finally,
for me, to be able to hear and convey the needs of these people, one heart to another, was a spiritual joy for me! A feeling of Heaven in
Nuevo Paraíso!
I am presently teaching part-time at the University of Mount Union. My students heard this witness as soon as I returned to the classroom!
They need to know how important it is to learn to speak foreign languages, especially Spanish.

Fr. Mike with Franciscan Sister María Rosa Leggol, who
founded the city and mission of Nuevo Paraíso

The Basilica of Our Lady of Suyapa

This is a “prayer” patio, in front of the dorm
building where the women stayed

Pictured from the airplane, with a view of
the housing, near Tegucigalpa.

This space used for relaxation and even
Medical Clinic work

An altar from The Basilica

Stained glass from
The Basilica

A makeshift eye clinic.

Annabelle Haas and Mary Ann Kolosi
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All dressed up in his Sunday best, as
everyone else, to go to the Clínica

The kids all loved Alexis and
Evelyn

This dramatic picture is the burning of
the sugar cane, This was necessary
to make the cutting of sugar cane
easier for marketing. It also forced
away the snakes and scorpions.

After this 2018/19 school year concludes, Holy Family School will be saying goodbye to three beloved staples within the school. On behalf of
everyone at Holy Family Church, School, Parents and Students, thank you for your years of service and dedication! You will be missed!

Mrs. Gilda Grande
36 Years of Service

Mrs. Sharon Fournier
14 Years of Service

Mrs. Lisa Oeltjen
21 Years of Service

On April 25th, Holy Family School held their annual Spring Arts Fest.
Students took this !me to display and show off their art pieces in the
gym. HFS Band performed beau!fully and the first, third and fi$h
grades had wonderful voice and recorder performances where visitors could enjoy the spring concert. Students and visitors were able
to enjoy tasty treats as the teachers held a bake sale and sold out!
Here’s to next year’s Spring Arts Fest!
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For the eleventh year, Holy Family School selected a
“Distinguished Alum.” The definition of distinguished is
someone who is successful, authoritative, and commands
great respect. John Long, Holy Family School class of 1964
is the epitome of distinguished!
John Long has served Holy Family School, Holy Family
Parish and our communities of Stow and Munroe Falls his
entire adult life. At the school he served as an officer of our
Parents’ Club, helped on two search committees for
principals, was a member of the capital campaign committee when we built the Junior High addition as well as
coached CYO girls and boys basketball. For our parish he
serves as a Eucharist minister-Nursing Home Visitations, he
is an adult funeral alter server, he has served on the parish
finance committee since 1999 and is a member of our
Pictured with John is his wife Janet, daughter Theresa Gorbach and visioning committee for Campaign 2019. Believe it or not
he still had time to coach baseball and softball, be a
grandchildren Samantha and Luke Gorbach.
member of Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Stow
Munroe Falls Rotary, where he serves on the board and various committees. He served on the planning commission in
Munroe Falls, served on the Charter Review committee for the City of Stow and is currently a member of the Community
Leadership Circle at the Village of St. Edward!

The Long family joined Holy Family Parish in 1961. John as well as his 3 siblings all attended Holy Family School. He went
on to attend Archbishop Hoban High School then St. Gregory’s College in Shawnee, Oklahoma where he received his
Business Degree from Steubenville College. He was the Owner and Operator of Long Shoes for 30 years! John has two
grown children who are both Holy Family School graduates, as well as three grandchildren!
Finally, as they say “behind every great man is a great woman” - John married his wife Janet in 1974. Janet, although not a
HFS graduate, is a product of Catholic elementary and high school education, and she too, has served Holy Family Parish
and School with love and commitment over the years. Together they are a visible example of a strong Catholic marriage
and are excellent role models to the younger generations of Catholic couples showing how to live your faith.
The U.S. Bishops write: “As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them
lovingly in justice with others, and return them with increase to the Lord.” John Long is a living example of a Catholic
Steward! Congratulations, John and thank you!

Holy Family School is still enrolling students in grades K– 8!
For more information, visit holyfamilyschoolstow.org.
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This year, First Holy Communion was celebrated by our parish children during the last weekend of April and the first weekend in May.
Families chose either the large Group Communion or a First Communion at one of the weekend Masses.
On Saturday, April 27th, 63 children participated in our Group Communion where they received the Body and Blood of Christ for the first time.
They sat in “assigned” pews with their parents and family and went forward with two adults – parents/godparents/ grandparents, etc.to receive Holy Eucharist. Other families chose to celebrate with the parish community at a weekend Mass where they sat in the front pews,
brought up the Gifts, were prayed for in the petitions, and received Communion with their parents while the congregation looked on and
congratulated them. We welcome the 74 children who received their First Communion, and look forward to seeing them for their second
and third and one hundred and third Communion. Welcome to the Table of the Lamb!

Fr. Ausperk pictured with HFS student
Reese Riley and her Mother, Meghan

Fr. Rosing pictured with PSR student
Brogan Davis

HFS student Abbie Rich

Holy Family welcomes our new Parishioners into the Catholic Church: Charles Allison Morgan Lynner, Jacx Lynner, Becky Miller, Dawn
Nevins, Omar Santiago, Justin Schrantz, Ian Todd who celebrated the First Eucharist and Confirmation and our Catechumens who celebrated
their Baptism, Confirmation, and First Eucharist at the Easter Vigil Liturgy on Holy Saturday: Penny Harold, Lily Sivongxay, Morgan Sivongxay
as well as Emmaline Harold (child baptized) and Paul Sivongxay who received the sacrament of Confirmation. Congratulations and may God
bless and keep you.
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Vacation Bible School will take place June 17th-21st from 9:00am- 11:30am and you won’t want
to miss it! Register online by going to holyfamilystow.org. In addition, volunteers will be needed
to ensure VBS’s success! If you are entering 7th-12th grade, or know of someone who is, and
enjoy working with young children, VBS is the place for you!
We have openings for TEEN ASSISTANTS in games, crafts, and Bible stories. Or you might like to
be a group leader for one of the groups grades K-4. Students attending a Catholic high school
might use volunteer hours for school requirements.
We also have openings for ADULT LEADERS in games, crafts, or babysitting. Lesson plans are
provided for all areas – no experience needed, but adults must have VIRTUS training. If you think
this is something you’d like to do, contact Mrs. Hurtuk ASAP to volunteer:
hurtuk@holyfamilystow.org

SAVE THE DATE
Confirmation preparation for teens
currently in grades 8-11 will begin
with a meeting for parents and teens
on either:
Saturday, June 2 from 1:00– 2:00
OR
Tuesday, June 4 from 7:00– 8:00
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Meetings will be held in the Lower Church Hall. Confirmation
will take place in 2020. To begin the journey, please sign up
via the Parish website at holyfamilystow.org/confirmation.
You can also contact Abby Gresser with any questions at
gresser@holyfamilystow.org.
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Living our Faith at Holy Family Parish and School since 1949

May 11– Women Today Mother Daughter Breakfast at 10:00am in LCH after 9:00 Mass
May 16– Lunch with Friends at 11:30am in LCH Room 1
May 16- Mary Poppins Performance at 1:00pm in FSPC
May 17- Mary Poppins Performance at 7:00pm in FSPC
May 18– Holy Family Panther 5K and fun Run at 8:30am at HFS
May 18 - Mary Poppins Performance at 7:00pm in FSPC
May 19– Confirmation Mass at 2:00pm in the Church
May 22– Rosary Prayer Service at 2:00pm in the Church
May 30– Last day of school for HFS!
June 11– Knights of Columbus installation Dinner at 6:30pm in LCH
June 17-21– Vacation Bible School from 9:00am-11:30am in LCH

July 2- Red Cross Blood Drive at 1:00pm in LCH
July 10- Baptism Class at 7:00pm in LCH Room 1

LCH– Lower Church Hall
FSPC– Father Szabo Parish Center
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