
Ash Wednesday,   
Lent 2020-- Repent  
and believe in the                   
Gospel.   
Here we go again.      
For most of us those             
familiar words spoken as 
ashes are placed on our 
foreheads could easily 
just blend into the dust 
with little more meaning 
than “it’s Lent, I guess I better do something”.  
What I would like to suggest is that we give this a 
little further and deeper thought and do something 
more intentional and focused toward the challenge 
of those words in order to bring about some mean-
ingful and sustained growth in our lives, and so that 
we can genuinely experience the meaning of the 
words “New Life”. 
 

Everything begins with a plan, and a good Lenten 
plan not only contains the “what” of Lent, but the 
“why” and the “how”. It would seem rather clear 
that the “what” is continuing to become more like 
Christ. In the words of our vision, it means ongoing 
practical growth in Being CHRIST ~ Every Day ~ 
Everywhere. As powerful and meaningful as 
those  familiar  words  are, in order to make real 
progress I believe we must be specific and very 
clear about what  needs to be addressed in our lives. 
On the one hand, this is most likely not going to be 
the last Lent for most of us, so just take one or two 
positive steps that can really make a difference. On 
the other hand, none of us knows whether this could 
be our last Lent, so take the steps that matter the 
most. Small practical steps will always get us farther 
than huge vague intentions. Be clear about the 
“why”. It is because we are loved by God and called 
by God. Take these steps for more than just your 
own wellbeing. Be clear about the kind of person 
and the manner of life God is calling you to live. 
Some things may be good (classic example: giving 
up candy or something you like), but God may be 

looking for more, and  
calling  you to become 
more than just a person  
who  fasted  from candy 
for forty days. The 
“why” is     ultimately all 
about becoming, and  
only you and the Lord 
can really come to know 
the person  of  Christ you 
are becoming.The “how” 
is all up to you. There are 

many ways, and with the grace of God and your best 
efforts, all those ways can produce great fruit.   
REPENT means we need to change our  lives. 
There is a wise adage that says, “when nothing 
changes, nothing changes”. Change can be a little 
intimidating  at  times  for  all  of  us  for a variety 
of reasons. Be not afraid. BELIEVE IN THE                
GOSPEL. It truly is the Good News. It is the 
promise and hope that our God is always with us, 
and that although we are called to take up our cross, 
the Cross of Christ always leads to the                    
Resurrection—to  ultimate  victory  and  genuine  
peace  and joy. 
Although it takes a committed effort                        
on behalf of  each  person  to  “Repent and believe 
in the Gospel”, it takes a community to make it              
happen well. This issue of Pillars is filled with ways 
that our community enables all our people to fulfill 
this mandate of Christ. No one of us has all the    
resources or all the ways. Together, with the grace 
of God, we can accomplish great things, especially 
if we are committed to “Repent and believe in the 
Gospel”. Happy Lent!  

Peace and blessings. 
     In God’s love, 
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Do small things with GREAT love. ~Mother Teresa 
St. Gabriel School students kicked off our Catholic Schools Week                               
celebration by focusing service efforts done with great love, our                             
focus for the week! 
· Project Hope received lunches and special notes packed with love by 

our Junior Kindergarten and 7th grade buddies. 
· Little Annie’s Hope Train was given Blessing Bags filled with      

sundries for the homeless from our Kindergarten and 4th grade students. 
· Birthright will receive requested items to support mothers and babies 

in our community with money raised from our 1st graders who did 
chores at home to earn money. 

· St. Gabriel Food Pantry will be receiving proceeds from our second  
graders’ rosary sale along with prayers of love. Our 6th graders added a 
special delivery in the form of special “Birthday Boxes” with all the 
makings for a festive birthday cake celebration! 

· Karpos Ministry & Salvation Army received special messages from 
our 3rd graders tucked into wrapped silverware for the meal ministry. 

· Altercare was delivered a host of Guardian angel prayer cards to share 
with the residents from our 5th graders. 

· Cleveland Food Bank and St. Gabriel Food Pantry split a canned 
food drive which brought in over 800 canned items for the needy in 
Lake County and the greater Cleveland area. Eighth Graders also 
worked alongside some of our beloved Cleveland Indians as they 
packed ’to go’ meals at the Cleveland Food Bank learning the                 
importance of giving back. 

We are so proud of our students for putting their hearts into these acts of 
service and for following Mother Teresa’s example of doing small things 
with great love!  

By Ann Ulrich  
School Principal 

Heroes of our Faith Museum,                            
Second Grader, Madison Vance as 

Mother Teresa 

Cookie Carrasco of CLE Indians works with 
Eighth Grade Grizzlies to fight hunger.  

He also shared with them  
why it’s important to give back. 

Fourth Grade starts to pack Little                  
Annie’s Hope Train Care Packages 

I like to help the poor and being nice 
~ Emma Dixon, GR 1   

Third Grade packs messages with                         
silverware for meal ministry 



  

St. Gabriel’s Learning Loft Preschool is a preschool 
that focuses on the growth and development of each 
child. But more importantly than a child’s growth, we 
believe, is developing their love and friendship for 
Jesus Christ!  
 

At the Learning Loft our daily routine is focused 
around our Catholic Faith. We spend each day talking 
to the children about God’s Holy Heroes (the Saints), 
we read stories of Jesus from the bible and retell them 
at age appropriate levels. Ongoing throughout our day 
we pray with our children. The children know Jesus 
loves them and is always listening to them! (even 
when they are at soccer, swimming lessons, karate 
lessons, riding in the car, etc.)  The children ask God 
to help them sleep in their “big boy” beds alone, they 
ask God to watch over Grandpa because he had a bad 
cold, and so much more! Sometimes they just like to 
tell Jesus how “awesome” He is. The preschoolers 
even talk to Jesus and tell Him they are sorry some-
times for not listening to their mom and dad.   
 

Living our Catholic Faith is our number one priority 
at the Learning Loft. We prepare our children          
undoubtedly for the academic world, and more                  
importantly, prepare them for the rest of their lives to 
love Jesus and our  Catholic faith. 
By Jeannine Turk, Teacher 

Week of February 26 
Bowls distributed 
Through Youth Faith Formation Sessions 

Palm Sunday Bring Bowls to 
Mass for collection 
Together, with over 
14,000 faith commu-
nities we will make a 
difference! Be the 
hands and heart of 
Jesus this Lent! 
 

Once again this Lent, our parish will be participating in Catholic 
Relief Service’s Rice Bowl Initiative. CRS Rice Bowl is a faith-in-
action program that invites us to reflect on the challenges of global 
hunger—and our responsibility to respond to the needs of our  
global human family.  
 
We will be reminded through the Gospel story of Jesus feeding the 
5,000 that if we commit to sharing what we have with those in 
need, trusting in God's abundance, there is more than enough to 
feed everyone. Through our Lenten prayers, fasting and almsgiving, 
we can respond to the call to ensure that all our brothers and sisters 
are fed good, nutritious food that gives them what they need to  
fulfill their God-given potential.  
 
During this holy season, it is important to come together as a family 
and reflect on the cross of hunger and lack of proper nutrition, that 
so many of our brothers and sisters both near and far are forced to 
carry. In so doing, we pledge to stand alongside these members of 
our human family, supporting them as the Gospel calls us to do.  

Growing faith, hope, and love in our smallest hearts. 

The child is the beauty of God present in the world,  
that greatest gift to a family.  

 
~Mother Teresa 



Intercessory healing prayer is a form of prayer for               
baptized Christians who are filled with God’s life, through 
His Holy Spirit and pray for each other. While praying 
with and over each other, God’s love can be made           
tangibly real for us in people who are struggling from 
physical, spiritual, or psychological illnesses. We can see 
His healing power at work. God, loves us and wants us to 
know His power works radically in our lives.    
 

Some in our community have already experienced God’s 
power through the healing prayer ministry at our parish. 
One parishioner had this experience: 
 
I had a total joint replacement on my left shoulder due to 
arthritis. It has never stopped hurting and my range of              
motion has been minimal. I returned to the doctor who                 
performed the surgery, his only solution was prescription 
strength pain pills. I was shocked by this reply and told 
him I wasn’t interested. 
 

On December 9th, I went to the Chapel and just prayed by 
myself for a while and watched others as they were 
prayed over. As I was being prayed over, it is difficult to 

put into words how I felt. The pain was actually leaving. I 
was amazed! When they were finished, the pain was             
almost completely gone. One person on the prayer team 
told me the healing would continue to work and it has. My 
shoulder hasn't felt this good since several years before 
the surgery. I want to tell everyone about my experience 
and remind them how good and how loving our God is. 
 
Opportunities for healing prayer will be offered in Lent  
after select weekday Masses and after some Sunday                  
Masses. Check the parish website and bulletin for                      
dates and times.  
 
By Fr. David Stavarz 
Parochial Vicar 

Prayer Shawl Ministries began in 1998 and have 
spread throughout the United States with our ministry 
here at St. Gabriel’s beginning in February 2010. Two 
women, Margaret Martone and Eddy Luther, gathered 
15 women interested in crocheting or knitting. Ten 
years later, over 30 women have provided more than 
1500 blessed shawls to those in need of a good hug 
from God. Shawls are made with heartfelt prayers and 
blessings for the recipient and are available upon            
request or at one of the quarterly Anointing of the Sick 
Masses. In addition to the shawls, the ministry                  
provides blessed crocheted pocket crosses and fleece 
blankets to the Hospital Ministry. Our ministry is 
grateful for the fellowship of each other, the wonderful 
stories that have been shared with us, and the generous 
monetary and yarn donations.        

 
Departing, they began going throughout the 

villages, preaching the gospel 
and healing everywhere.  

Luke 9:6 

May God bless our Prayer Shawl Ministry and all those in need of healing. 

By Allison Capella, Volunteer Coordinator 



And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and 
be healed of your affliction.”   Mark 5:34 

Alpha is not just another parish program. It is a simple, but 
powerful spiritual tool that has been effective at St.              
Gabriel over the past several months. If you ask someone 
who has taken Alpha to explain it, they often do not have 
the words because it needs to be felt and experienced,  
rather than  explained.   
At an Alpha night, there is an opportunity to relax and  
connect with people in small groups through sharing a 
meal together, watching a short film and having a brief           
discussion. Through the course of the Alpha series, the  
single biggest takeaway often expressed is that people 
have developed an intimate and personal relationship with                   
Jesus.   
Alpha not only works to transform an individual, but an 
entire parish into a warmer, stronger, and more inviting 
community of disciples. It is a safe and comfortable space 
for adults of any age, gender, and lifestyle. Everyone is 
invited and encouraged to invite others, regardless of             
religious denomination or not. Jesus is for everyone and 
we all share in life’s challenges, we all weather storms.  
As part of our Alpha journey, we experience together a 
“Day Away”.  This experience which is held at the parish 
is focused on praying for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. It resembles a similar format to the weekly 
meetings - sharing in meals, films, discussions and              
inspiring testimonies related to the Holy Spirit. The most 
touching and rewarding part however of the “Day Away” 
is our  conclusion with praise, worship and healing                
prayers.   

One of the oldest forms of prayer is simply an invitation to 
the Holy Spirit: “Come Holy Spirit, Come.” Through our 
prayer experience, we have literally seen some radical 
transformations in people’s hearts and even healings have 
occurred - internal and external. I can testify that lives 
have changed through this very intimate and passionate             
experience of healing prayer through the grace of God and 
the breath of the Holy Spirit. As a practicing and devoted  
Catholic my entire life, I have never experienced or                   
witnessed anything like this before.  
The Alpha experience is an investment in yourself that 
will strengthen and guide you through life. Hundreds of 
people have attended in just our first year at St. Gabriel 
and Alpha has been continuing to grow since then. So 
what about you... Is there anything holding you back from 
Alpha? Why not come and see for yourself?                                      
By Rio DeGennaro 

On Saturday, February 29th, our               
Second Graders will be celebrating their 
First Reconciliation.  The  Second  
Graders  and  their  parents  have  been 
preparing  for  the children’s  First          
Reconciliation since September. Really, 
they  have been preparing for the           
Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 
Communion since their Baptism. 
 

One child asked in third grade, when  do 
we make our Second Reconciliation? As 
parents and grandparents, we need to do 
our best to help our children and our-
selves to make it to Mass each week and 

receive the Sacrament of  Reconciliation 
regularly. 
 

On March 11th from 5:00 – 8:00 pm our 
parish will participate in the diocesan-
wide Evening of Confession. This is a 
great time to celebrate the  sacrament if 
you have been away from it for a while. 
We  will  also  celebrate  a  communal   
celebration of the Sacrament of            
Reconciliation with individual                                 
confession on March 30th from                               
7-8:00pm. Please join us and feel Jesus’ 
Healing Love!  
By Deacon Bob Grgic 

When is our Second Reconciliation? 

Having fun at Alpha!  



 

Our St. Gabriel 6th-12th grade students and parents 
have recently completed the 13th Annual Souper Bowl!  
We received soup, salad, pastry and bread   donations 
from over 56 local restaurants, bakeries and establish-
ments. A special thank you to the 130 students and 40 
parents who volunteered to make this event so           
successful as well as Mrs. Paula Haumesser, Ms. Kim 
Cencula and Mr. Michael Price who chaired this 
event.  The Souper Bowl raised $4,518.31 for the St. 
Gabriel Food Pantry. Save the date, February 6, 2021, 
for next year’s event.   
By Paul Kelly, Pastoral Associate 

The best part of the Souperbowl was volunteer-
ing with my friends and eating delicious soup -  

Michael Vuyancih  - St. Gabriel - 6th grade 

The atmosphere was great. It was so much fun to 
serve and work alongside my friends. We were real-
ly working hard and not goofing around! The soup 

was amazing and the desserts too!   
Ryan Kelly, Nathaniel Doyle, Josh Gigliotti and 

Mitchell Sabitsch - Grade 7 LaMuth 

The Souperbowl was so 
well organized, the                      

entertainment was nice 
and the adults I served and 

worked with were                 
great and respectful.                                      

Lylia Brandehoff -  
Grade 7 LaMuth 

There was a terrific 
selection of soups. 
Everyone was very 

nice and I cannot wait 
till next year!                                      

Shannon Collado - 
Grade 7 - LaMuth 

I decided to help with 
clean up and when I ar-

rived I was amazed to see 
such a great event!                     

Lily O’Neill -  

Grade 6 LaMuth 

It’s great to be back 
with the Soup Dads 
serving the St. Ga-

briel Community by 
raising money for 
the Food Pantry -   

Mr. Carl Dondorfer 

Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? The King will answer and say to 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’  

Matthew 25:37 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Community♥  Prayer  ♥  Fel lowship  

Some say our Lenten Fish Fry is the best in town! It is for sure a great example of TEAMWORK 
and seeing the Gospel in action ~ our volunteers make the difference. THANK YOU! 

If you agree, vote for St. Gabriel this year for Best Fish Fry in 
Northeast Ohio Catholic magazine!  

Go online at https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/fish-fry-
nominations due by April 3. 

Come for the fish~              
stay for the fellowship! 

¨ Fish Fry hours are from 5 to 7 PM  
¨ Dine- in and carry out available.  
¨ Pre-Order Dine-In All You Can Eat tickets                 

available online at St-Gabriel.org 
¨ Cost is $15 for adults; $7 for children                                 

ages 6-12; 5 and under free.  
¨ The Fish Fry is held in both Brady Hall and the 

Pahler Center 
¨ We need YOU! To volunteer, please go to                           

www.St-Gabriel.org or call parish office. 

n Feb 28 
n March 6 
n March 13 
n March 20 
n March 27 
n April 3 

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything that they ask, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them. Matthew 18:19-20 

Staff Prayer Partners 
In September, the parish staff participated in a retreat 
day led by Fr. Dave Woost. One of the results of the 
day was for the staff to pray for each other. Before 
one of our staff meetings, names were drawn at                
random to determine the prayer partners. We               
promised to pray for each other throughout the             
coming year. 
 

Each Wednesday at noon, staff that are present in the                 
office meet in the chapel to pray. We pray for our-
selves that we can be open to God’s Spirit. We pray 
for each other and especially for our prayer                  
partner. We pray for our parish, asking God to help 
us all to be the Body of Christ, the People of 
God. We pray for those who have no one to pray for 
them. 
 

Jesus sent the disciples out two by two because he 
knew life is difficult. Jesus knew that life is much 

easier with a partner. In Matthew 18:19-20 Jesus 
tells us that whenever two or three are present in His 
name that He is there in our midst. 
Invite someone to be your prayer partner. Support 
them in your prayer. Ask God to surround them with 
His love, peace and healing. Trust that wherever two 
or three are gathered in His name, Jesus is present in 
our midst. By Deacon Bob Grgic 

Staff Fun Day Summer 2019 

Sommmmmmmeeeeeee sssssssaaaayyyyyy oooooouuuuurrrrrr LLLLLLeeeeeeennnnnnnttttttteeeeeeennnnn FFFFFFFiiiiiiisssssssh Frrrryyyy iiiiiiisssssss    tttttthhhhhhheeeeee bbbbbbbeeeeeessssstttt iiiiiinnnnnn tttttownnnnnnn!!!   IIIIItttttt issssss fffffffooooooorrrrrrr sssssssuuuuuuu
anddddd seeeeeeeiiiiiinnnnnnng the Gospel iiiiiiin action ~ our volunteers make

Join us for our delicious Lenten Buffet featuring all you can eat or carry out menu!  



Following the Gospel through Service to Those in Need. 

The St. Gabriel Conference was organized in 1986. Today, 
our volunteer members follow two main objectives:  (1) To 
live Jesus’ Gospel message of love in their own lives and 
(2) To personally serve those in need by offering help and 
the comfort of Christian friendship. 
Becoming a member of our SVDP can fulfill your plan of 
the WHAT, WHY and HOW of Lent which Fr. Fred        
mentions in his opening remarks of this newsletter: “ We 
are loved by God and called by God.”  Who are SVDP 
members? …. People just like YOU. Please open your 
heart to this rewarding  ministry. The amount of your 
involvement can be as little or as much as you choose.   
Truly, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Gabriel 
would not be what it is today without the dedication of Bill 
and Marilyne Brandoni. They have been “PILLARS” of our 
conference here as well as the Lake/Geauga District. For 
that reason, last May, they were awarded the honor of being 
“2019 Vincentians of the Year” by the Cleveland Diocesan 
Council of SVDP. 
Their 18 years of generous service and willing hearts make 
them the “go-to” people for guidance. Marilyne served as 
president for two terms and is presently vice-president. Bill 
is the impeccable treasurer of our conference serving in that 
capacity for 8 years.  He is also currently president of the 
Lake/Geauga District, a title which Marilyne held for two 
terms in the past. Bill is a talented techie who trains both 
St. Gabriel and district members on the software we use, 
they also conduct initiation classes for new members.    
In addition, this humble duo does all the essential tasks and 
good works of a “Vinnie” (a term Marilyne likes to call a 
member), that is, interviewing and assessing the needs of 
our neighbors who call for help. They believe and live the 
Gospel with servant hearts.  Congratulations, Bill and             
Marilyne….we are so proud of you! 
We all live the Gospel by visiting our neighbors who call 
for help to pay a utility bill to avoid shutoff, help pay their 
rent to avoid eviction, as well as offer gift cards to local 
merchants for gasoline and/or other necessities. We also 
provide referrals to other agencies and charities, such as the 
St. Gabriel Food Pantry and Lifeline. 
During a typical year our SVDP volunteers help more than 
600 of our neighbors. We spend over $80,000 every year in 
assistance of which the majority comes from our parish 
collections. Other SVDP activities include the School          
Supply collection, Blanket Sunday, and the Share-A-
Christmas program.   
It is only through the generous support of our St. Gabriel 
parishioners that we are able to assist those in need in our 
community!  We want to say – THANK YOU!  We could 
not do it without YOU.     

2019 Vincentians of the Year,                
Bill & Marilyne Brandoni 

The ministry of St. Vincent de Paul was not what I thought 
it would be. Helping people who are in a financial bind is 
so rewarding. To see and hear their appreciation when we 
tell them we can help is an experience that is hard to de-
scribe. My co-worker Jim always asks if we can say a prayer 
before we leave their home. The people always say “Yes” 
and the majority of them pray with us. When we leave, 
they seem to have a burden lifted from their lives. This is 
all possible though the generosity of our parishioners. 
Thank you!   ~ Jeff Fortuna 

One of the greatest rewards of being a member of SVDP 
is that my husband and I can participate together in a joint 
ministry --- trying our best to serve the Lord by serving 
others.  For us it’s a win-win. ~Diane Vasko 

When I think of our neighbors in need, I think of the 
children and how they may be affected by the lack of 
food, heat or electricity, as if they were our own grand-
children.  ~Mick Vasko 

By Mick & Diane Vasko 



Whatsoever you did to the least of My brothers and 
sisters, you did it to Me.    

Matthew 26:45 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Gabriel Conference 

2019 Report to Parishioners 
 

OUR 2019 ACTIVITY REPORT 
During our past fiscal year (October 2018 through September 2019), our SVdP volunteers fielded hundreds of calls 
for assistance. Calls range from 3 to 12 per day. Of these, we accepted 303 cases, which provided help to 674 peo-
ple. Many calls were referred to other area agencies and ministries. 

St. Gabriel parishioners contributed $53,164 to our conference. 
This was used to help the needy in our area.                                                                    
Our operating expenses, paid by special fundraisers, totaled less 
than 1 % to cover postage, office supplies, and other items. 
Our volunteers devoted about 3,500 hours of service and                       
traveled more than 5,00 miles in service to our neighbors. 
In addition to the above, our conference conducted a School 
Supply drive, a Blanket Sunday collection, and the annual Share
–A–Christmas campaign. The School Supply drive, in coopera-
tion with many other area churches and businesses, provided supplies to about 2000 needy Lake County children. 
The Blanket Sunday collection, in conjunction with St. Mary’s (Painesville), provided blankets and bedding to                     
almost 150 people. Share-A-Christmas helped approximately 400 people in our area. 
We can only help when we have the means to do so. Your contributions help us to help others. However, without a 
generous bequest, we would have run out of funds and had to turn away 85 families this year. Remember, as Jesus 
said, “what you did for the least of my brothers and sisters, you did it to me”. Thank you for all your support. 

HOW DO WE HELP? 
Money entrusted to us is used to help the needy with rent, utilities, food, medicine, repairs, and other needs. We              
coordinate with other agencies to assist our neighbors with these and other needs such as clothing or furniture. We 
work closely with our Food Pantry, the Lake Furniture Bank, and other parish ministries. 
We respond to most requests for help by conducting a home visit by two of our volunteers. Discussions are always 
confidential, and include an overview of needs, current financial situation and sources of help. 
Typical people served in 2019 include families facing eviction or utility disconnection; homeless; parents who have 
lost their jobs; single mothers struggling to make ends meet; and victims of domestic violence. 

OUR THANKS TO YOU! 
Through your generous contributions, YOU make possible the charitable works of the Society and share in the bless-
ings of doing Christ’s work. “Being Christ • Every Day • Everywhere.” 
May God bless YOU for your continued generosity. YOU help us to help others. 

For anyone interested in learning more about our activities and considering 
becoming a Member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,  

please contact the Church Office. 

Rent
Utilities
Cards/Vouchers
All Other Aid
Overhead



There are few times in a person’s life when they are more 
vulnerable than at the death of a loved one. It is at this 
time that their hearts can truly be touched by the compas-
sionate love of Christ through others who reach out and 
care. The people involved in our Bereavement Ministries 
at St. Gabriel try to emulate the love of Christ to those 
who are grieving and in pain. 
 
Our Bereavement Ministry is three-fold. We have be-
reavement ministers who are parishioners who meet with 
the family to plan the liturgy, and adults who serve the 
funeral Masses. We have volunteers who cook, bake, and 
serve at funeral luncheons here for those who request it.  
And a different team of bereavement ministers offer a 
“Hope for the Holidays” program in November and a six-
week grief support group in the Spring.  Those who feel 
called to this ministry do so because it is their way to re-
spond to the call of Christ to “believe in the Gospel”.  If 
you are interested in finding out more about this ministry, 
please contact me at the Parish Office. 

By Maureen Dowd, Pastoral Associate 

Sh !"n#  n% L"&"n# '() Go*+,- 

(L-R) Elaine Newman, Martha Dunford, Colleen Nagy, Nancy Agh,  
Mary Weber, members of a larger Bereavement Ministry. 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTER 
By Terry Valencic, Coordinator 
 
Life has changed, not ended. These words recited by 
the priest at the Preface of the funeral Mass are both 
comforting and challenging for families that experience 
the loss of a loved one. The Bereavement Ministry of              
St. Gabriel is a group of volunteers that help families by 
guiding and planning the funeral liturgy. I have had the 
privilege of serving the Bereavement Ministry for the 
past sixteen years. I started to serve when my children 
entered high school, because I wanted to give back to my 
parish. It is an honor that I have the privilege of helping 
the families during such a difficult time. It has drawn me 
closer to my faith and I have received from God much 
more than I could ever give. As I serve with my fellow 
volunteers, we do our best in trying to meet the wishes 
and needs of families while keeping the funeral liturgy 
respectful and reverent, as we pray with hope that life 
has changed and not ended for their loved ones. Serving 
has helped draw me closer to my faith and the Gospel. 
Over the years the one takeaway from serving in this 
ministry is to realize each and every day given to us on 
this earth is a gift from God.  

(L-R) Terry, 
grandson, Lucas,            

(Mickey) and 
wife, Laura.  
Photo from 
grandparent            
apple tree! 



BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT MINISTRY 
By  Eileen Rigler, Coordinator 
 
A bereavement support group is offered every 
March for a series of 6 weeks. The purpose of the 
group is to bring together people who are grieving 
someone significant in their lives and are finding 
it difficult to work through the grieving process. 
Grieving is a very personal journey, unique to 
each individual. However, there is no reason to 
have to work through it alone. The support group 
provides an atmosphere of acceptance, under-
standing, friendship, and compassion. It provides 
an opportunity to be part of a group who truly  
understands what they are feeling, what they are 
trying to work through, because others are               
experiencing the same feelings and difficulties. 
We ask the people on the first night to just, "come 
as they are." We have a presentation on a specific 
topic each week, related to grieving, but we allow 
lots of time for sharing so that those attending can 
talk about whatever is causing them to struggle. 
 
I have been leading this group for about 15 years. 
Our ministry team consists of seven very caring, 
empathetic, compassionate members. I feel so 
drawn to the people who come to us for support. 
They are so vulnerable and at a low time in their 
lives. They are so brave and trying to come to 
terms with whatever their new normal is supposed 
to be. It is truly an amazing experience to work 
with them and watch them transform from the first 
night when they are so quiet and morose to week 6 
when they have truly formed a bond with each 
other. They become comfortable with each other, 
with sharing their feelings. They are more                     
confident and hopeful. Often they make  plans to 
continue meeting on a social level after the series 
ends. I joined this ministry over 20 years ago 
through the Call to Commitment campaign. It has 
been the most enriching experience of my life. 
These groups truly embody "Love your neighbor 
as yourself." 

BEREAVEMENT FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 
By Diane Monreal, Coordinator 

Providing grieving families a delicious, warm meal in a 
safe, caring environment is the short story when it comes 
to the funeral luncheon ministry. Expand that to a worry-
free meal, including desserts and beverages, served by 
caring parishioners, in a beautifully arranged community 
room with no set-up, cooking, or clean-up responsibilities 
for the family, and you get a better picture. The funeral 
luncheon ministry is a loving expression of believing in 
the Gospel by providing grieving families a time and 
space to break bread and share Jesus.  

About 95 parishioners volunteer on four teams, giving 
their time and energy to support grieving families. Some 
volunteers  bake,  prepare  side  dishes,  order  meats,  
prepare the rooms, warm the meals, serve the food or 
clean up afterwards. They work with love, diligence 
and commitment, being the “Martha” so that bereaved 
families can simply be “Mary”, sitting and sharing the 
love of Jesus. Being part of this ministry is so  fulfilling 
because it is such a beautiful expression of love and                
witnessing the support is witnessing tangible love! 
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Tony and Eileen Rigler 

Diane and Rick 
Monreal with 

their wonderful 
family. 
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PILLARS newsletter  is produced by     
volunteers and pastoral staff of St.   
Gabriel Parish. Photography credit to 
our wonderful volunteer photography 
team. Please email your  suggestions to 
AHenrikson@st-gabriel.org. If you are 
no longer a registered member of St. 
Gabriel Parish and you are receiving 
this newsletter in error, please take the 
time to contact us so that we may up-
date our records and be good stewards 
by saving printing and postage costs. 
Call 440/352-8282 or email:                                                                                                                
ATorrieri@st-gabriel.org. Thank you! 

OCCUPANT or 

New Parishioners:  
September 2019– February 2020 

Sharon Wade 
Bart & Jennifer Davenport 

Todd & Lisa Anguish 
Michael & Jennifer Hilliard 

Carol DeVincent 
Jeffrey & Stephenie Bojc 
William & Anne Bremner 
Robert & Lauren Zappitelli 

Dennis & Kathy Nicklas 
Dennis Hayes, Jr. 

Todd & Victoria Valore 
Chris Lockwood 

Cory & Amy Lowrie 
James & Carrie Povejsil 

Antonio & Shannon Catalano 
Alan P. Spuzzillo 

Hilary Morton 
Richard & Megan Picardini 

Patricia Clark 
Jerry & Olivia Arko  

Andrew & Kristina Seyboldt 
Jeffery & Lillian Kakish 

Tim & Colleen  Weidenkopf 
Mark & Karen Brenizer 

Jessica Kovatch 
Jared & Elizabeth Lesser 

Greg Zimmerman 
Nicholas & Melissa Ward 

Ronald Waechtler 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 26 
Masses: 7am, 10:00am,     
12noon, 5pm, 7pm 
 

Diocesan Welcome Home! 
Evening of Reconciliation 
March 11, 5-8 pm 
 

Communal Penance 
March 30, 7pm 
 

Parish Lenten Mission 
The 99 Experience 
March 9, 16, 23,                          
7-8:30pm 
RSVP, St-Gabriel.org 
 

Reconciliation 
Monday, April 6, 7pm 
Tuesday, April 7, 11am 
Wednesday, April 8, 8:45pm 
 

Thursdays during Lent 
Family Lent Mass and                  
Rosary 7pm, Chapel 
 

Sundays during Lent 
Night Prayer with Eucharistic   
Adoration, 8-8:30 pm in church 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Mondays after 11am Mass,                     
Fridays at 7pm  
 

Remember                
Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays! See page 
7 inside for details. 
 

HOLY WEEK 
PALM SUNDAY 
April 5, regular Mass times                                         
TENEBRAE 
April 8, 8pm 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
HOLY THURSDAY 
April 9 
Morning Prayer, 9am 
Mass of Lord’s Supper, 8pm 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 10 
Morning Prayer, 9am 
Living Stations, 12noon 
Celebration of the Lord’s                     
Passion, 3pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
April 11 
Morning Prayer, 9am 
Blessing of Food, 1:30pm 
Easter Vigil, 9:00pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES  
April 12 
7:30am, Church 
9:30am, Church & Brady Hall 
11:30am, Church & Brady Hall 
**No 5:00pm** 
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