
Did you ever notice how 
we sometimes say things 
that sound rather profound 
or clever, and then we ask 
ourselves, “what does that 
really mean?”  I think that 
saying, “God (or really 
anyone) has your back”, 
conveys a definite feeling, 
but I’m not quite sure I 
understand the image.        
I always thought God was 
in the lead and showing us 
the way? Yes, that is most 
definitely true, and      
hopefully something we 
live our lives by as we  respond to His call to be true  
followers. However, where God is leading us is not    
always easy or a path we may have initially chosen. It 
can be difficult, painful, a path less travelled, or an     
unknown road we might possibly try to avoid. This    
certainly was true for Jesus in many instances, but most 
significantly travelling the road that led to Calvary and 
His death on the Cross. The Good News is that not only 
is the Lord leading us, but He is beside us by example 
and companionship, and behind us by giving us His  
Spirit and all that we need to persevere and to reach our 
goal. He is there to pick us up when we fall, to encourage 
us when we grow weary, and to affirm our efforts and 
give us the assurance that there is a plan and that we  
never walk alone. In other words, God has our back.  
Oftentimes it is hard to see, feel, and even believe that 
God will never leave you abandoned. 
But how do you know?? I have another favorite image 
that I would like to share with you. The best way we see 
God at work in our lives is through the rearview mirror.  
It is practically impossible most of the time to see ahead 
where God is leading us. Often when we are in             
challenging times, there is so much to take in, deal with 
and figure out, that it is difficult to understand and see 
where God is in the midst of the storm. However, when 
we look back (through the rearview mirror), reflect on all 
that has happened, we see God doing amazing things to 

enable us, comfort us,     
be there with us, and    
ultimately to save us and 
help us to grow. It is some-
times easy to miss those 
great gifts if we just keep 
on going and insist on  
doing things our way. 
Trust always that God has 
your back. 
This issue of Pillars has 
examples of all three ways 
of looking. Yes, we must 
look ahead to a future that 
is more unknown than  

ever. We look ahead with hope. Look back on all that 
has happened, even during this pandemic, and see how 
powerfully and wonderfully God has been at work in our 
lives,  teaching us valuable lessons, strengthening our 
spirits, and helping us to become better people and 
stronger people of faith. Most importantly, keep on    
going. Let God take the lead. Know that God is with you 
every step of the way. And trust beyond a doubt that God 
has your back.  
St. Paul tells us: 
We know that all 
things work for 
good for those who 
love God, who are 
called according to 
His purpose.  
 

Peace be with you. 

Fr. Fred Pausche 
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Stay in the Light   
direction, 

God has your back!  



St. Gabriel ~ People of Service 

SVDP of St. Gabriel continues to serve our neigh-
bors in need during the pandemic. Thanks to the  
generosity of our parish family, donations are up 
14% from last year to help with the growing needs, 
which  is up 25%.   
During the COVID-19 period, we are contacting all 
people by phone, generally as a conference call with 
two of our members. We continue to work with other 
SVDP conferences on unusually complex cases, 
again strictly by phone.  
We have helped many people, but two cases are 
good examples of how we are the hands and heart of 

God. A family was victim to a fire in their apart-
ment. We helped with rent and electric when they 
were able to move back to a rebuilt apartment. Also 
a woman battling a serious illness lost her job due to 
surgery and place of employment closing due to 
Covid 19. Unable to work she had no income. We 
helped with rent while she waited for government 
assistance to begin.  
Thank you, St. Gabriel for your continued support.  
If you are interested helping in a volunteer role, 
please contact Allison Capella at the parish office.  

Submitted by  Marilyne Brandoni  

God, grant us the grace to see things                                              
with the same eyes as you do. 

~St. Vincent de Paul 

Our High School Mission Trip students’ plans on 
going to Detroit, Michigan in June with the Catholic 
Heart Work Camp were cancelled. That did not stop 
their spirit of service! Instead, they spent the week 
of July 20-24 serving others in our own community, 
which turned out to be a fantastic experience for all 
involved with many blessings along the way! God’s 
Divine Providence worked in so many ways during 
this week putting our servant leaders where needed. 

We served at parishioners’ homes, Deepwood,         
Holden Arboretum, Salvation Army of Painesville, 
and at St. Gabriel. Through hard work (cleaning, 
yard work, and packing)  we served our community 
at large to make the world a better place. We also 
reflected in prayer together led by Fr. Fred, Maureen 
Dowd, Fr. Joe and Deacon Bob and took time to  
appreciate and give thanks for God’s beautiful     
creation at  Holden Arboretum and Chagrin River.  

Submitted by Veronica Huber YFF Leader                              
& Barb Schauer, Volunteer 



Christ has no body but yours,  
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,  

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.  
~St. Teresa of Avila 

I never realized how small 
things can make a big              

difference. The best part about 
serving at St. Gabriel was being 
able to give back to those who 
lead the way for activities like 

mission trips. 
~Caden Linnert   

When we give, we also receive. 
~Ian Parsons 

I had a God moment when I was 
having fun admiring the                    

wildlife. 
~Libby Henrikson 

I felt prayerful 
when seeing the 

smiling faces 
walking past. 

~Anna Sanford   

One thing I’ve learned from this 
week of service is the importance of 
living through service because every 

aspect of giving is never looked 
down upon and always received 

with a smile. 
~Cameryn Brandestas  

Serving other people is not 
only a good thing to do, 

but it makes us happier and 
healthier as well.                   

Service builds stronger                           
communities and                              
a happier society. 
~Rianna Linnert 

Kindness is worth it. 
~Dane Kirschner   

It was a fun day to look back and know 
what we did throughout the week was 
for the people in our own community. 

~Joe Schauer  

I really enjoyed the week of                  
service as it is something  

I love doing. 
~Scott Schauer   

It was great to help at our own parish today.  
~Frankie Kroto   



 Covid 19 has put a financial strain on many folks, 
charities, and even our church and school. An        
option we’ve found to double the bang for our 
charitable giving buck, is through my company’s 
Matching Gifts program. We’ve taken advantage 
of this program for Rooted in Faith, Catholic  
Charities, and of course to St. Gabriel Parish          
directly through charitable gifts to the school. 
Many employers offer this benefit to employees, 
and even retirees like myself. We feel very                
fortunate to have had this option, and our only  
regret was not taking advantage of it even earlier.   
~Dan & Ginny Gaskill                                                   
Pictured left center with family. 

Many companies have Gift Matching programs, usually as long as the organization you 
are donating to is a Federal gift matching program under the 501-C3 classification. For 
example, Catholic Charities is a 501-C3 organization, but the Diocese is NOT a 501-C3. 
As a result, my former company matches donations to Catholic Charities, but NOT to the 
Diocese of Cleveland." 
For retirees, you can make a donation DIRECTLY from your IRA to a charity (such as St. 
Gabriel Church) and that donation does NOT count toward your annual RMD (Required 
Minimum Distribution). As always, consult with your financial adviser or tax accountant 
for questions and / or confirmation.   
We believe in giving to the Church (St. Gabriel, etc.) because of our deep Faith and the 
many good works it does through the churches, Catholic education and the many                  
ministries Catholic Charities is involved in. Also, because we have been "so blessed" 
throughout life.  
~Mick & Bunny Vasko  
Pictured left 

 

After a wonderful experience in RCIA and the spiritual              
welcoming at the Easter Vigil in 2019, we decided to make a 
special gift to the parish. We asked Fr. Fred to use the donation 
in any way that he determined best. Fr. Fred decided to use the 
donation to purchase the Paschal Candle for 2020. We were 
moved by the deep thought Fr. Fred gave this and we thought it 
was a beautiful and truly symbolic use for the funds. 
We decided we would like to continue the donation this year.  
It is our way to give thanks for the RCIA journey to full            
communion in the Church at the Easter Vigil.   
~Wishes to Remain Anonymous 
Beautiful Paschal Candle pictured right on Easter Vigil 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.   MT 6:21 

THANK YOU! We are so grateful for the many ways you give to St. Gabriel to show your love and support of                 
ministries—ministries that change and improve lives on a daily basis. The generous parishioners below found                          

innovative ways to give that may be available to you. Other ways to give include naming St. Gabriel in your estate  
planning; the tried and true online and envelope giving; sponsoring events or donating items to be auctioned/raffled;  

and also sharing your time and talents in our ministries. May God bless you abundantly for your generosity! 

Submitted by Allison Capella 
Volunteer Coordinator 



 

We hope you join us for FUN! 
What:    Raffle to Help with Festival Recovery &                                       
   Possible Parish Picnic 
When:   September 19 Raffle Drawing, 8pm 
   Tentative for Picnic  
How:     Mailer coming to your home and online  
   purchase options at St-Gabriel.org  
Why:     To have fun, win prizes, and assist with  
  Festival Recovery!  

May God bless you and  
our sponsors for your generosity! Thank you!  

God is good —all the time. God's Word tells us, "It is more 
blessed to give then receive". Giving is more than just check-
ing off a box to show we are a good person and following 
Christ’s example. But in giving we become more like 
Christ. Giving not only promotes God's work through us, but 
God's work in us, our sanctification.   
"No pain, no gain". Giving money, especially when it pains 
me, requires self-denial and self-crucifixion. However, as  
every act of giving weakens and breaks down my sinful and 
selfish nature, the more God's grace spreads in my heart and 
my faith grows. Yes, money leaves my pockets and bank    
account, but the sin of selfishness also leaves my heart and 
my trust in God grows. That is a great deal, priceless actually. 
I like knowing where and to whom my time, talent and treas-
ure are going.  I pray for God's still voice to guide me before I 
purposefully stash away my change every day to go to the 
Hannah's Home baby bottle collection in June, buy up         
discounted toys after Christmas for Project Angel Tree for 
December. I make sure I am physically fit to help lead our 
youth on mission trips. Or writing a check for up to 90% of 
what is in my bank account, for a specific program here at 

Saint Gabriel. Believe me, my hands were shaking when I 
wrote that check!   
In all of these I have reaped indescribable growth of faith and 
trust in God. I can truly attest I cannot out give God. Listen to 
His still quiet voice, trust Him, then sit back and see how 
blessed you become when you give your treasures back to the 
one who gave it all to you originally.   
BJ. Sidari (Pictured below and with Mission Trip 2019) 

Heaven doesn’t value what you have, but what you give.  
~Pope Francis 

Welcome Back! Thank you to all who responded to our parish-wide              
survey. We appreciate your feedback and want to reassure you that we will                    
always do all that we can to keep everyone healthy.   
It was good to hear from so many that you feel we 
are doing a good job under these challenging        
circumstances. We keep making minor adjustments, 
like having all of the main church doors open for 
exiting at the weekend Masses, as well as the doors 

by the parish office to minimize congestion. Ushers facilitate staggering the 
communion lines, but also keeping the lines moving.  They also sanitize their 
hands before distributing the bulletins. We ask everyone to be mindful of each 
other and to continue to for pray for God’s protection for everyone.  

We are so happy to Welcome You Home!  

    



The beginning of the school year, in Ohio especially,       
always brings to mind harvest time. Fall is quickly           
approaching and all the hard work during the spring and 
summer months is about to come to fruition. This            
comparison is even more appropriate as the faculty, staff, 
and administration of St. Gabriel School has been working 
hard to ready ourselves for the coming school 
year. Although the work has looked different than in years 
past, the end result will be the same: a safe, welcoming 
learning environment for our students.   
 
Our plans have centered on organizing and implementing 
school initiatives that comply with recommendations from 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, Ohio Department of 
Education, Ohio Department of Health and our diocesan 
Office of Education. We have been making great strides in 
our planning for the school opening. All of our stakehold-
ers have rallied together to ensure that we are ready for 
those opening days that will be here within a few days.  
 
We are eternally thankful for the efforts of our PTU and all 
those supporters of our school that made last year’s Walk-
a-Thon a success. Each classroom will now be equipped 
with a Remote Learning Conferencing System that will 
allow us to live stream instruction to our students that will 
be distance learning from home. We also purchased      
additional ACTIV panels that will aid in instruction and 

the school is installing a much needed upgrade to Bottle 
Filling Stations. All classrooms in 2nd to 5th grade will 
have brand new student desks. The PTU’s generosity   
coupled with the awesome work of our maintenance crew 
has added sparkle and shine to our classrooms.  
 
Another piece of “foundation” that will be built this year is 
a leadership structure change. Moving forward we will 
embrace a "co-principal" model with Mrs. Ann Ulrich 
serving as the primary grade principal for grades Jr K to 4 
and Mr. Robert Kumazec serving as principal for the inter-
mediate grades 5 to 8. Mr. Kumazec had been the         
Assistant Principal for the past two years. This new model 
will streamline responsibilities and allow both leaders to 
focus on specific grade levels, while working together to 
plan for the future of St. Gabriel School.  Both principals 
will work closely with Fr. Fred and collaborate on the 
many school decisions during the school year. 
 
With all that has been happening in the world around us 
these past months, great time and effort has been spent 
preparing our school to welcome our families back to our 
school.  All the seeds have been planted and by the grace 
of God we will look to the future bounty of students   
learning, working, leading, serving, and… smiling        
together.  

ill aid in instruction and 

It is with a heavy and sincerely grateful 
heart that I announce the much deserved 
retirement of our beloved Mrs. Karen 
Hoffman. Karen has served as a teacher 
for 47 years and we here at St. Gabriel 
reaped the benefits of her committed  
loving heart in so many ways!    
Please join us in keeping Mrs. Hoffman 
and her family in your thoughts and    
prayers as we wish her a joyful and 
healthy retirement!  

 
How many times have you heard someone 
say, "I am at a loss for words?" That is how 
I feel today as I remember 47 years of 
teaching. This pandemic has forced me to 
make the difficult decision to retire. Since 
1954, when I was a first grader, all I ever 
wanted to be was a Catholic school teacher. 
I am so blessed to have lived my dream. I 
am forever grateful to all the priests,              
sisters, deacons, principals, staff, teachers, 
parents, and children who have supported 
me during my career. I am confident that 
the lessons I have taught will                   
continue to live on through my former           
students. You will always be in my thoughts 
and daily prayers. 

 
Thanks a Million, 

Mrs. Hoffman 
Mrs. Hoffman pictured above at Walkathon ‘19 with class and  virtual ’20!   

Submitted by Ann Ulrich & Robeert Kumazec, Principals | Next Page by Ann Silvester, Director of LL and Deacon Bob Grgic, Sacramental Coor. 



During unsettling times, some things are constant with God’s Guidance and 
Strength. You can rest assure that ST. GABRIEL’S LEARNING LOFT is               
opening and extremely excited to see our new students. Things may look a little 
different, but the amount of love and learning that will be going on will be just 
the way it has been for the past 20 years!   
The teachers and staff are very excited to share their love and faith of Jesus with 
their two, three, four, and five year olds. Although this is a time of uncertainty, 
the one thing that will remain certain is the love, care, and joy that we are           
planning to share with God’s little children!  Jesus said, “Let the children come to 
me!” Our arms are open and our hearts are ready!  See you soon!   

This is what we are about: We plant seeds that will one day grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations for future development....It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, 
a step along the way, an opportunity for The Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest. 

Excerpt taken from Reflection on St. Oscar Romero 

Thanks to the Sacramental Team and Fr. Fred and 
your whole team for making the very best of our                
current situation and still being able to make First 
Communion happen for our kids. It was nice to have 
the small groups at Mass and it made it feel more             
personal and special in a way. We really appreciate all 
that went into the year of planning and preparing the 
kids.                                            ~ The Mihalik Family   
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The Graham Children: Tessa (4 yr. old LL)   

Sean (SGS-1st),Natalie (SGS-3rd)  

The Learning Loft is an excellent preschool, and 
we've been so blessed to send all three of our          
children there. The devoted staff truly love what they 
do and create a loving and educational environment.  
We wanted a Christ-centered experience and love 
how prayer and faith is an integral part of every             
lesson. My children were always excited to go to 
school and see what fun they'd have with their             
teachers. We cherish the creative keepsakes given at 
Para -liturgies, the prayers, the songs, the books, the 
impactful lessons, the memorable field trips, and so 
much that is all carefully chosen to positively engage 
and enrich. We are very grateful to have found the 
loving, safe, nurturing, and joyful place that is the 
Learning Loft.                  ~ Lynn Graham, Parent 



Building Faith Together to Heal, Learn, and Grow 
Submitted by Fr. David Stavarz 

Thanks be to God! Providentially, Holy Hiking and the Healing Prayer Ministry are two ministries that have been able to carry on safely 
and fruitfully during the pandemic. Holy Hiking has met after the Saturday morning Mass at local Metroparks: Lake Erie Bluffs, SKOK 
Meadows, Chapin Forest Reservation, and Penitentiary Glen. The Healing Ministry has helped to bring God’s love and healing close 

despite the distancing. The group met and prayed with people via Zoom, but has moved to praying with people in the parish pavilion. 
Alpha will be meeting online with live Zoom sessions in both morning and evening sessions starting September 8! Join us for these 

faith building opportunities and feel God’s Love, Presence, and Healing!  

I feel like I am walking with the 
Lord in the grace of the Lord's        

people. Our fellow parishioners! I 
enjoy having conversations with 

people that I never really get to talk 
to and being in God's presence in 

the park allows me to feel the Holy 
Spirit emanating from each of us. 

~ Anna Meeks 

The Healing Prayer Ministry has 
personally drawn me closer to the 

Lord as I get to pray for His       
people and show His Love to 
them. This is who we are as            

Catholics, as His Family, as His 
Church.  

~John Hribar 

The Healing Ministry has enriched my 
faith and deepened my love of the Lord. I 
have witnessed the Lord heal all people 
with his mercy, love and forgiveness.  

Praise God! Salvation is for anyone who 
follows Him. ~Sharon Hren 

Check out Karen Mooney’s powerful 
witness to how God has walked with 

and brought healing to a horrific              
tragedy that her and her husband, Tom, 
have experienced over the past months. 

See Healing witness here:                                                        
http://www.st-gabriel.org/alpha.html 

Karen Mooney pictured left at Alpha 
Reunion in July.  

Evenings - Tuesdays from 7:00pm to 8:30pm  
Mornings - Tuesdays from 9:30am to 11am 
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My experience in the RCIA class was not what I expected. I met so many wonderful people and 
learned so much. With the Covid 19, our class had to wait to be baptized. The waiting made it an 
even better experience. It was emotional but in a good way. It just felt right. We were the first class 
that had to do Zoom meetings for our Wednesday RCIA class and our Sunday Breaking of the Word. 
It was nice to see everyone and belong to something so special, especially during the time we could 
not meet for class or church. It gave me a greater look on just how wonderful St. Gabriel Parish really 
is. The hard work, time and effort they put into making sure we could still continue with our process 
was truly amazing.  Megan Bailey  

Starting RCIA, I was very nervous because I knew I would be the only child in our 
class.  From the first day, everyone was very welcoming and I felt comfortable. I 
learned many things I didn’t know about the Church and really looked forward to 
class every week.  I am only 13 and would recommend RCIA to anyone my age. I 
did it with my parents and it really made our bond even stronger. 
Chloe Billman 

Looking back on my RCIA experience, there are three things that stand out the most: 
appreciation, growth, and....waiting.... Hearing the stories of those who had grown up 
without faith gave me a new appreciation for my own faith.  I couldn't imagine going 
through low points in life not having my faith to lean on.  It was also wonderful to grow 
in faith and understanding with not just those in my RCIA class but with the RCIA 
Team as well.  The openness and acceptance to how the same scripture passages could 
speak differently to each of us really created a positive atmosphere and showed the true 
spirit of the St. Gabriel community.  When our initiation into the Church was delayed 
with much uncertainty, I kept hearing in my mind: "good things come to those who 
wait" and "patience is a virtue."  It was a reminder that we are all on God's time, not our 
own, and that it's what we do with God's time that matters the most.  Scott Limestoll 

RCIA at St. Gabriel’s was overall an amazing experience. The team 
members were so helpful, generous, and caring. They really went the 
extra step to make it such a comfortable experience. I felt very supported 
throughout the entire process. I expected the process to be somewhat 
tedious, but each session was extremely interactive and interesting. 
Maureen had a special way of engaging everyone and making it such a 
fun process. I looked forward to attending the sessions weekly!  
Caitlin O’Connell 

Before the coronavirus and attending RCIA classes, I felt so connected to everything that was 
going on in Mass. It felt like a family, which is something I had never experienced much               
before. It made me feel very connected to the Catholic faith. I was extremely looking forward 
to the Easter Vigil and was preparing for Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 
 
Obviously I was disappointed not to be initiated in the Catholic faith during the Easter Vigil, 
but I have to trust God has a reason and we have to put our faith in him.  Being initiated at 
Pentecost has created a special bond with the rest of the parish that will last a lifetime.  
Christopher Vallos 

                                



R./A, c1n2+34e# 
My RCIA experience can simply be summed up as, Life-Changing.  Early on in RCIA, I came 
to realize that my knowledge of the Church and the Bible grew every Wednesday.  As a result, 
I felt myself grow closer to God every Wednesday.  Spiritual growth has helped me grow in 
other areas also.  I have seen myself become a more patient and loving father and a better  
husband.  RCIA has been life-changing for me.  
This particular RCIA cohort had to wait to join the Catholic faith due to the COVID-19      
pandemic. Yes, it was difficult at times.  However, it may have been a blessing in some 
ways.  This RCIA journey was longer than most.  For that, I can be grateful. 
Bill Bremner 

 

        

I'm not going to lie, I wasn't sure what to expect from the RCIA program or if I had made the right 
decision in signing up. But after going through the entire process, I can now say that the RCIA 
experience at St. Gabriel exceeded my expectations in every way possible! I have never felt so 
welcomed by a group of strangers before, and it is no exaggeration to say that the RCIA                
experience changed my life for the better. I am so glad that I had the opportunity to meet several 
new friends, and strengthen my faith with them weekly. Having to wait a few extra weeks to be 
initiated was a bit of a disappointment, but I think that it was actually a good thing because it gave 
me more time to reflect on my faith and practice my patience. For anyone considering the RCIA 
process, I can't recommend the RCIA program at St. Gabriel highly enough!  
Kylie Annunziata 

My experience in RCIA was more wonderful than I expected. When I signed up, I 
thought it was going to be educational about the Catholic Church and important             
components of the Catholic faith. It was much more than that. RCIA helped me build a 
relationship with God and build new daily habits that keep my faith strong to this day. 
The team and members sharing their experience with God in their lives or how               
scripture spoke to them was such a unique experience. They always made us feel               
welcomed, supported, and cared for. We all know how Covid has turned our lives             
upside down, but going through RCIA during this time was in God’s perfect plan for 
me. Waiting longer made me realize how vital faith is in our lives. I hope you have a 
remarkable experience like I did through the RCIA process. 
Amanda Dragar 

      

      
      
      

                                   

                                       
               
         

I can’t help but have profound amazement at God’s timing and hand in everything 
we do. This journey has taken several decades for me to complete. Starting and 
stopping at various times in my life for very different and valid reasons. Always a 
desire in my heart, that I knew would be completed fully when God aligned it so. 
That was this year. I was excited and enthusiastic to finally come home. Of course, 
I was very disappointed, sad, and even a bit angry when we could not be fully               
initiated into the Church at the Easter Vigil due to the pandemic. During the time of 
quarantine, I prayed for patience and tried not to ask why this had happened.            
Instead, I tried to be open to what I was supposed to do with this extra time. As we 
all know time is a gift. I began to watch Mass every day. It allowed me to crave 
Mass and the sacraments more deeply and personally. When we received the news 
that our class would be fully initiated on May 30th, Pentecost weekend, I truly 
knew that God had lovingly escorted me through this journey to this significant 
date. May 30th was the day my mother passed away twelve years ago. She was 
Catholic and from the island of Puerto Rico. I had the blessing and privilege of 
visiting my mom’s church, San Juan Cathedral in 2015. I felt the Holy Spirit fill me 
that day and it was a turning point in my journey. I am forever grateful to everyone 
at St. Gabe’s! I am finally home! 
Nancy Posar 
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I really enjoyed RCIA!!  I really enjoyed the fact that nobody in the group was judgmental and that 
I was able to relate to some of the other members in the class.  I got to share some of my personal 
beliefs and stories in a very comfortable situation.  Going through the classes has taught me a lot 
more about virtues in life and opened my eyes a lot. 
Ryan Adkins 
 
My RCIA experience was wonderful!  In the beginning, there were many things I didn’t fully           
understand since I wasn’t raised in the Catholic Church.  Maureen does a great job teaching.  I also 
was surprised at how I immediately felt welcome.  My favorite part of RCIA was hearing the              
stories of the others in class and the connection you form with all of them. 
Shelley Sneed 

My faith has grown because of the RCIA program. 
Originally, we were going to be initiated into the 
church on Easter Vigil, and I was truly looking  
forward to that. However, the additional time          
imposed on us by Covid-19 ended up being, not a 
burden, but a gift.  The extra time gave me an             
opportunity to further reflect on what I have been 
taught and deepened my belief that my decision to 
become Catholic was the right one for me. The  
support from St.  Gabriel’s community helped and 
inspired me throughout my journey.  I feel                  
especially blessed.  Thank you.  
Sally West 
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I joined the RCIA program without knowing what to 
expect, but I had a deep desire to become closer to 
God.  The Catholic Community welcomed me with open 
arms and helped me realize how important God is in my 
life, as I was baptized, confirmed and received Eucharist. 
Ian Troeter 

 
After reflecting for some time about the RCIA program, I want to 
thank the entire RCIA team for their kindness and dedication through-
out this process.  The team exemplifies what kindness, generosity and 
compassion truly mean.  Even throughout these most difficult of 
times, the team never failed to share God’s love in everything they 
did. I am grateful to have experienced such a wonderful program. I 
learned so much about Catholicism and I feel like I grew in faith 
through this process. I pray that God continues to bless all of us as we 
go forward. 
Shawn West 

My journey took 40 years. I unfortunately used every excuse I could for no truly good reason. I 
was nervous at my age that I might be judged as to why I hadn't done it sooner, but from the 
moment I walked into Maureen's office I felt as if I was with family. She made everything easy 
and comfortable. The whole class, to me, was a special one. As we went down this path           
together, we found ourselves cheering for one another. I was a bit nervous when we had to stop 
to quarantine...that this would become another obstacle that kept me from something I wanted 
wholeheartedly. But thankfully the word obstacle is not in St. Gabe's staff’s vocabulary. Even 
through online meetings, I still felt close to everyone, as if we were in the same room together! 
I can write forever about how wonderful Maureen, the team leaders and Pastoral Staff have 
been (we now include Maureen as a part of our family), but the most important thing I can tell 
you is to put your trust in them because you will never regret it!    
Anthony Schneider  
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PILLARS newsletter  is produced by     
volunteers and pastoral staff of St.   
Gabriel Parish. Photography credit to 
our wonderful volunteer photography 
team. Please email your  suggestions to 
AHenrikson@st-gabriel.org. If you are 
no longer a registered member of St. 
Gabriel Parish and you are receiving 
this newsletter in error, please take the 
time to contact us so that we may up-
date our records and be good stewards 
by saving printing and postage costs. 
Call 440/352-8282 or email:                                                                                                                
PHaumesser@st-gabriel.org.  
Thank you! 
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March 2020– July 2020 
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I vividly recall pulling into the driveway of the old rectory nearly 
thirty years ago as the newly appointed pastor of St. Gabriel and  
being greeted with the warmest welcome and most gracious heart of 
the person I soon found out was the parish secretary and the “glue” 
that held everything together at St. Gabriel, Mrs. Alice Torrieri. I felt 
instantly at home, comfortable, and confident, that whatever was to 
lie ahead in this new adventure, I would be greatly blessed by this 
wonderful “mother” and servant of our parish. Our first order of 
business was lunch—delicious tortellini soup—followed by a   
promise to do whatever she could to help me find my way and to 
enable our parish to continue growing and serving. I could not have 
begun to fully realize what a gift Alice would be to me, to our staff, 
and to our ever-growing and vibrant community. For thirty plus 
years Alice has been so much more than a great administrative     
secretary, keeping everything going as smoothly and pleasantly as 
possible. She has brought a sense of warmth, joy, love and friend-
ship to all who needed her assistance, in good times or challenging 
times, at the window, the phone, or in person. God has blessed us 
with a person of great faith, a person of integrity, values and        
commitment. Alice has truly left the mark of Christ’s heart on our 
community, and lessons that go far beyond the parish office. She has 
taught us the meaning of family, especially through her love and  
devotion of her own family, true friendship, loyalty, humility, and 
dedicated service. Although 
she will be missed greatly, I 
know her spirit will live on at 
St. Gabriel Parish and be an    
indelible part of our ongoing 
legacy. God be with you,    
Alice. We love you.     
Fr. Fred Pausche 
We are planning a special 
well wishes and blessings gift 
for Alice, please help us by 
going to St-Gabriel.org and 
write a message to Alice!                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Kyle & Samantha Smudz 
Mario and Nicole Duvnjak 

Joseph & Suzanne Dominick 
Jeff & Danielle DiDonato 

Vincent Lucente 
Megan Schauer 

Jason & Heather Bevan 
Trevor & Jenna Thompson 

Jonathan & Stephanie Schauer 
Matthew & Ashley Burichin 

Felicia Hayward 
Scott & Holly Burch 

Chris & Carolyn Barton 
Raymond & Lauren Rupprecht 
Dario Duvnjak & Dana Shenkel 

Steven & Ellen Manno 
Christopher & Karen Bitzer 
Herbert & Elizabeth Kramer 

Brian & Tara Perry 
Christine Hayward 

Ann Minadeo 
Charles & Maureen Crow 

Myriam Christian 
Samuel & Meghan Sexton 
Steven & Elizabeth Bacnik 

Carter Smith &  Kimberly DeWitt 
Nick & Katie Ricchino 

Megan Bailey 
Sally West 

Nancy Posar 
Emily & Kyle Dunphy 

Jacquelyn Welch 
Patrick Burke 

Andy & Holly Orta 
Tracy Heckman  

Michael Hall and Laken Mikolic 


