
 

 



 

 

Scripture Readings for  
May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31 

Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
1 John 3:18-24 

John 15:1-8 

Parish Office 
Our office is open 9am—2pm, Monday through 

Friday. To make an appointment with a staff 
member please call us at (330) 492-3119, and leave a 

voicemail if necessary. Thank you! 
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Benson C. Okpara, Ph.D., Pastor—ext. 212 

Mrs. Stephanie Bole, Administrative Assistant—ext. 220 
Mrs. Sarah Bressler, Bookkeeper—ext. 225 

Mr. Jeff Fricker, Music Ministry/Social Justice Ministry—ext. 214 
Mr. John DeCola, Director of Advancement—ext. 213 

Mr. Bruce Gordon, Business Manager—ext. 211 
Mr. Justin Huyck, Pastoral Associate/Adult Faith Form.—ext. 218 

Mrs. Libby Saxton, Music & Liturgy Director—ext. 215 
Ms. Rachel Shumar, Youth Minister/Confirmation—ext. 222 

Mrs. Julie Sutton, Director of  Faith Formation—ext. 219 
Mr. James Shundry, Facilities Manager—ext. 104 

Emergency Assistance—ext. 226 
For a listing of staff email addresses go to   

stmichaelcanton.org/staff/ 

Bulletin Deadline 

The deadline for the May 9th bulletin has passed. 
The deadline for the May 16th bulletin is May 6th. 

The deadline for the May 23rd bulletin is May 13th. 
Please e-mail bulletin information to: 
Stephanie@stmichaelcanton.org & 

Justin@stmichaelcanton.org 

Giving Summary 
April 11, 2021  

(The Easter collection summary will be reported in the 
next few weeks) 

Envelope Amount                    $22,983 
Loose Cash                                $1,099 

Online Giving                            $10,029 
Total Collection (This week)  $34,111 
Weekly Budget Number         $33,985 

Weekly Budget +over/-shortage  +$126 

2020 Week’s Total (same week one year ago) $45,504 

 
Sincere thanks for your first fruits offered onto 

God. —Fr. Benson 

PARISH UPDATE 
On the Cover: As more and more people get vaccinated, we 
are seeing a deep desire in our parishioners to serve and give 
of themselves. Recently, we welcomed a vibrant, masked, and 
socially distanced group of parish volunteers preparing 
mailings for the return of our annual parish picnic and raffle. 
The parish picnic will be on August 15th, and we are returning 
the picnic to the parish campus. The annual picnic this year 
will include a celebration of the start of the new year, 
recognition of the volunteers who make parish life so 
meaningful, and Fr. Benson’s 30th anniversary of ordination. 
More details will follow in the near future about this outdoor 
event (and how we will celebrate it during this unique year) . 

 

Congratulations to our young people being confirmed this 
Sunday! This is the first of three celebrations of the sacrament 
this year, following diocesan pandemic protocols for social 
distancing. We want to thank and congratulate our 
confirmation team, led by Rachel Shumar (our youth minister 
and confirmation coordinator), for the innovative use of digital 
tools, service opportunities, and more. We have much to be 
proud of and grateful for, as we celebrate the Spirit moving 
through the lives of our eighth graders and our parish. 

 

Mass Times: Please note: As we did last year, we will continue 
with our current weekend Mass schedule through the summer 
(and not go to a separate summer schedule). We have Mass 
on Saturday at 4pm and Sunday at 8:30am, 11am, and 
5:30pm. 
 

Mass Attendance Trends and Overflow Seating in the Gym: 
We are seeing more and more people come back to Mass: 
while the general dispensation for attending Mass remains in 
effect, we know this reflects our parishioners’ deep hunger for 
Eucharist and community. Our highest attended Masses are 
4pm (Saturday) and 11am Sunday. We thank you again for 
taking care to maintain safety protocols (masks and social 
distancing) at all Masses, which has a big impact on making 
people feel safe coming back. For those who seek even more 
social distance, you might consider the 8:30am Mass and 
especially: 5:30pm Sunday evening. Also, we have been asked 
by parishioners to add overflow seating in the Gym for the 
Saturday 4pm Mass, in addition to our Sunday morning 
Masses. The gym is a great option as the church begins to fill, 
and also for those feel more comfortable with a bit more 
social distance. 

                                                                 

     continued on page 3... 



 

 

 

 

Weekdays 

5/3 @ 6:45am ~ Richard & Pauline 
Payne (Carolyn Kajganic) 

5/4 @ 6:45am ~  
Communion Service 

5/5 @ 6:45am ~  
Communion Service 

5/5 @ 8:00am school Mass ~ 
Catherine Rambaud ( Evelyn & 

Russ Folger) 

5/6 @ 6:45am ~ Communion 
Service 

(5/6 private Mass ~ Sam Bagnola 
(Tom & Kay Burns)) 

5/7 @ 6:45am ~ Jim Lehotay (Ted 
& Gloria Venet) 

 
Weekend 

5/8 @ 4:00pm ~ Ormond M. 
Lattavo (Mr. & Mrs. David Cassel) 

5/9 @ 8:30am ~ Faith Wackerly 
(Carmie DeVito) 

5/9 @ 11:00am ~ Ruth Scheetz 
(Gary & Cynthia Joseph) 

5/9 @ 5:30pm ~ Judith 
Wittensoldner (Mary & Samuel 

Chan) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Tabernacle Candle 

For the week of May 
8th 

Burns in memory of  
Sarah Lambert 

From 
Jim & Majella Stein 

….continued from page 2… 

ROSARY - SUNDAYS IN MAY 
Beginning Sunday, May 2nd and throughout the month of May (which is 
dedicated to Mary), we are praying the rosary on Sundays at two times. Join 
us on Sunday mornings at 8am in the Church (before the 8:30am Mass). 
Additionally, we are resuming our pre-pandemic custom of praying the rosary 
after the 5:30pm Mass, in the chapel.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (ALTERNATE SATURDAYS) 
A reminder: We are currently celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
every other Saturday at 11am in the Church. We will next have confessions 
on Saturday, May 8th and 22nd. 

Church Teaching on Vaccines: Father Benson (along with Pope Francis and 
the U.S. and Ohio Bishops) is encouraging parishioners to be vaccinated. U.S. 
Bishops write that receiving vaccines “ought to be understood as an act of 
charity toward the other members of our community.”  

Because of the ways in which the vaccines were developed, and with the aim 
of forming our consciences and culture to promote respect for human life, 
the bishops ask us to receive the Moderna or Pfizer vaccines if we are given 
the opportunity to choose a vaccine. But recognizing that often individuals do 
not have a choice of which vaccine to receive, Bishop Kevin Rhoades, 
chairman of the USCCB Committee on Doctrine, notes that, "the Vatican has 
made it clear that all the COVID vaccines recognized as clinically safe and 
effective can be used in good conscience."  

Thank you for being vaccinated, as a way of protecting yourself and your 
family, and also the most vulnerable during this time of worldwide suffering.  

 
Bishop's Appeal for Catholic Charities and Church - Update:  
St. Michael parishioners have now committed over $124,000, which is over 
64% of our parish goal of $195,800. (Please see our homepage for the most 
up-to-date number). THANK YOU to all who have already responded to the 
Bishop's Appeal, either by returning your commitment envelope or giving 
online! If you haven't already, we invite you to make your commitment, 
which supports the important work of Catholic Charities in this difficult time, 
as well as the needs of our diocesan Church. Extra Bishop's Appeal 
commitment envelopes are available here at Church, and online giving is 
available via our homepage. 

              OH NO!  It’s tax time.   
St. Michael will be sending out your contribution 
statements for 2020.  The current delay in the Postal 
Service is the perfect time to use some of the new 
functionality we have in our community pages.   We will 
be using email to deliver these statements to all of our 
households who have an email address on file.   Now is 

the perfect time to update your record with an email address.  If you have any 
trouble making the update contact Bruce Gordon bruce@stmichaelcanton.org  or 
Stephanie Bole stephanie@stmichaelcanton.org  in the parish office and we can 
add this information to your record.     



 

 

                                           How are you doing lately?  
Many people are feeling tired, stressed, overwhelmed, sad, and lonely during the COVID 19 pandemic.  Financial stress, social 
isolation, schooling from home, and so many other factors are making life difficult.   

Did you know that St. Michael is a Stephen Ministry parish?  We have highly trained volunteers who are 
available to provide social, emotional, and spiritual support to those having difficulties in life.  These 
volunteers will speak with those in need, in person or by phone or video so they can journey with you for a 
time until life gets a bit easier. The service is free and confidential. 
If you are interested in having a Stephen Minister OR you would like to be a Stephen Minister please contact 
the parish office or email julie@stmichaelcanton.org.   

      It’s Geranium Time Again! 

St. Michael Garden Club members are selling geraniums to be planted by them to beautify the parish 
grounds.  The large, always popular, blossoms in memory of your deceased loved ones, or a living loved one 
whom you wish to commemorate, are $5.00 apiece.   Each geranium is purchased for one person or one 
family.  Payment is due when you place your order.   

Please use the form below, fill out and return to the parish office.  These geraniums will be a brightly-
colored, joyful remembrance which you will experience each time you enter St. Michael Church this simmer.  
The Garden Club will not be selling geranium’s at any Masses.  Order forms are  also available at the church 
entrance.  For more information, contact Debbie McCoy at 330-209-0508.  Orders are due by May 19, 2021. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
                                                Garden Club Memorial Geraniums ~$5.00 each 

  I wish to purchase (#) _____  Memorial Geraniums in memory of/in honor of: 

  ___________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________ 

  Purchased by: _______________________________ 

  Amount enclosed: ________  Phone: _____________ 

  Email: ______________________________________ 

                       25th, 40th, 50th and over Wedding  Anniversary Celebrations 

The Diocese of Youngstown is sponsoring a Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, June 13, 2:00pm at St. Columba Cathedral in 

Youngstown, honoring couples observing their 25th, 40th, 50th and over wedding anniversaries in 2021. 

The Wedding Anniversary Celebration will include Mass with Bishop David J. Bonnar, renewal of marriage 

vows and a personalized certificate for each couple.  Couples may opt to attend the Wedding Anniversary 

Celebration Mass in person at St. Columba Cathedral or they may participate remotely via livestreaming on 

the diocesan website at www.doy.org.  Limited spaces are available for couples at the cathedral.  You must 

make reservations in advance for this event by contacting the St. Michael Parish office at 330-492-3119 ext. 

220. before May 12th. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  

Canton Central Catholic Golf Outings 
 

Coming together as one community, rooted in Catholic faith and tradition, is 
important to Central Catholic High School (CCHS). Help keep their traditions going 
and show your #CrusaderPride by attending two special community events! 

 

 STACC Alumni Golf Outing - CCHS and St. Thomas Aquinas are coming together for a 10- year 
 celebration of the STACC Alumni Golf Outing on June 12, 2021! The STACC Alumni Golf Outing is 
 held at Sable Creek Golf Course and is $80 per person/$320 team registry. All proceeds support 
 CCHS and STA! For more information, please contact Mike Impagliozza at 330-417-8608 or 
 mike2199@gmail.com, or Rocco Leno at 330-209-0714 or roccoleno@gmail.com. 

 
 CCHS Booster Club Golf Outing - CCHS is proud to be hosting its annual Booster Club Golf Outing 
 on  July 10, 2021! This year’s golf outing will be held at the Elms Golf Course, $85 per person/$340 
 four some. Come support the Crusaders! For registration and sponsorship information, please visit 
 centralcrusaders.org.  



 

 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 
 
First Reading  
Acts 9:26-31 
When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried 
to join the disciples, 
but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he was a disciple. 
Then Barnabas took charge of him and 
brought him to the apostles, 
and he reported to them how he had 
seen the Lord, 
and that he had spoken to him, 
and how in Damascus he had spoken 
out boldly in the name of Jesus.  
He moved about freely with them in 
Jerusalem, 
and spoke out boldly in the name of the 
Lord. 
He also spoke and debated with the 
Hellenists, 
but they tried to kill him. 
And when the brothers learned of this, 
they took him down to Caesarea 
and sent him on his way to Tarsus. 

The church throughout all Judea, Gali-
lee, and Samaria was at peace. 
It was being built up and walked in the 
fear of the Lord, 
and with the consolation of the Holy 
Spirit it grew in numbers. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-22 
R. (26a) I will praise you, Lord, in the as-
sembly of your people. 
I will fulfill my vows before those who fear 
the LORD. 
    The lowly shall eat their fill; 
they who seek the LORD shall praise him: 
    “May your hearts live forever!” 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly 
of your people. 

All the ends of the earth 
    shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of the nations 
    shall bow down before him. 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly 
of your people. 
To him alone shall bow down 
    all who sleep in the earth; 
before him shall bend 
    all who go down into the dust.  
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly 
of your people. 
And to him my soul shall live; 
    my descendants shall serve him. 
Let the coming generation be told of the 
LORD 
    that they may proclaim to a people yet 
to be born 
    the justice he has shown. 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly 
of your people  

Second Reading  
1 John 3:18-24 
Children, let us love not in word or 
speech 
but in deed and truth. 

Now this is how we shall know that we 
belong to the truth 
and reassure our hearts before him 
in whatever our hearts condemn, 
for God is greater than our hearts and 
knows everything. 
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, 
we have confidence in God 
and receive from him whatever we ask,  
because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
And his commandment is this: 
we should believe in the name of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, 
and love one another just as he com-

manded us. 
Those who keep his commandments 
remain in him, and he in them, 
and the way we know that he remains in 
us 
is from the Spirit he gave us. 

Alleluia 
 
Gospel 
John 15:1-8 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vine grower. 
He takes away every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit, 
and every one that does he prunes so that 
it bears more fruit. 
You are already pruned because of the 
word that I spoke to you. 
Remain in me, as I remain in you. 
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its 
own 
unless it remains on the vine, 
so neither can you unless you remain in 
me. 
I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I in him will 
bear much fruit, 
because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me 
will be thrown out like a branch and with-
er; 
people will gather them and throw them 
into a fire 
and they will be burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain 
in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be 
done for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.”  

Share prayer intentions quietly or aloud. 
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Pray the Anima Christi (right) 
 
Close with the sign of the cross.  
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PROUD SERVICE PROVIDER TO YOUR  PARISH & SCHOOL

Mechanical Contractors and Engineers
www.standardpandh.com

www.waikem.com
330-478-2800

  CANTON VETERINARY HOSPITAL
 3123 Cleveland Ave. NW
  330-492-6960  DR. RICHARD WADE & FAMILY

 Offering Lifestyle Services™

 & Pre Need Planning
 Professional • Affordable • Caring

 (330) 833-3248
 www.heitger.com

Siegfried Enterprises, Inc.
4643 Belden Village St., NW

3439 Whipple Ave., NW
5554 Wales Rd., NW

Compliments of:

www.raisinrack.com
330-966-1515 • 4629 Cleveland Ave. NW

4024 Dressler Rd., N.W. • Canton | www.drjeffmallette.com

Jeff Mallette, D.D.S. • (330) 479-8646
General Dentistry
Restorative • Cosmetic
Implants • Spectacular Smiles

St. Michael Parishioner 
for over 25 Years

 Keeping your homes, schools,
 and businesses safe since 1981.
 Security • Medical Monitoring 
 Home Automation • Video Surveillance
 330-499-3555 • www.ProTechSecurity.com

Miranda & Eric McKimm
Parishioners

CANTON | NORTH CANTON | 330-477-6721 | www.reedfuneralhome.com

Independent Living • Assisted Living 
 Rehabilitation • Nursing • Memory Support

 The Waterford North Canton
 Portage Lakes Minerva

(330) 499-8341
www.stllc.org

 Jon J. Scheetz
 President

 COMMERCIAL/ 
 RESIDENTIAL
 CONTRACTOR
 330/497-6466
www.scheetzbldgcorp.com

jjs@scheetzbldgcorp.com
8060 Frank Ave., N.W., North Canton

SCHEETZ
COMPANIES

 5570 Fulton Drive   Open Sunday Open Sunday
 1983 E. Maple  7192 Fulton Dr NW 6113 Whipple Ave NW www.91RG.net

EESE AUDIOLOGY
 QUALITY HEARING HEALTHCARE

LOOP COMPATIBLE
HEARING AIDES

Craig J. Reese, Au.D., FAAA
Doctor of Audiology

(330) 491-1421
www.reeseaudiology.com

 3996 Fulton Dr., NW
 Ste. A, Canton

D O M E N I C O
C O N C R E T E
D O M E N I C O
C O N C R E T E
Traditional and Decorative
Color Stamped Concrete

330.458.9243
Domenico Davide

Canton, OH 44718

domenicoconcrete.com

licensed
bonded
insured

330-833-8564

330-833-8585

 www.dncfcu.com (330) 526-2075

Michael S. Winick, DDS
Specializing in Microscopic Endodontics

330-493-3636  • 4774 Munson St., NW 

We treat your home like our own
330-830-0074

we install & repair everything electrical

Service Today
100% Satisfaction 

Guaranteed

oh lic # 11708

 starkcu.org 330.493.8325

Think Big. Bank Small.
Savings • Loans • Checking

General & Family Dentistry
Orthodontics | Oral Surgery

PARISHIONER
4425 Fulton Dr NW, Canton

330.494.8508

Car payments too high? We can help!

 (330) 478-8400 stjfcu.org

Surprisingly Personal Service

5605 Erie Ave. SW • Navarre
(330) 879-2142 • www.navarrevillage.com

330-499-2248

“Say Yes to the Address”

Robbe Mehl - Realtor
330-705-0488

The J. Harris Homes Team 
robbe@jharrishomes.com

3119 Whipple Ave NW, Canton
330-477-4455 

www.lauraofpembroke.com

Roger A. Piper CFP®

Financial Advisor
4455 Dressler Road NW, 2nd Floor
Canton, OH, 44718
+1 330 491-4019
roger.piper@morganstanley.com

© 2019 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. 
BC008 CRC 2639077 08/19

Wealth Management
Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
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Lamiell Funeral Home
14th & Cleveland Ave., N.W. • 330-456-7375
P.J. Lamiell, Director • www.lamiellfuneralhome.com
YOUR LOCALLY OWNED CATHOLIC FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Attorney
Michael D. DeMchak

330-454-2136
Personal Injury

Wills, Trusts, Estates
(Call for Free Consultation)

A Ministry of the 
Sisters of Charity 

Health System

ROSSI FUNERAL 
HOME, INC.

A. Jim Rossi III, Parishioner
492-5830

 330-454-9141
 624 Fifth St. N.W.
 slimanj@aol.com

Scissor Wizard
Hair Design

4886 Hills & Dales NW, Ste. B
330-477-6763

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE
 Amato Insurance &
 Financial Services

4886 Hills & Dales Rd., NW
330-478-3333

 HENZEL SMITH
Family Dentistry

Craig J. Henzel D.D.S. & Steven B. Smith D.D.S.
330-493-3940 |  www.drshenzelsmith.com

fred olivieri construction company
6315 Promway Ave., NW • N. Canton
330-494-1007 • fax 330-494-5073

State
License
#24665

 Karlo-Libby Funeral Home
 5000 Everhard Rd. NW
 330-494-9644

• 100% Service Guarantee
• 24-Hour Grief Counseling

• Special Bereavement Airfares
• Prearranged Services

 Locally owned & 
 operated and proud 
 to be a part of the 
 Canton Community

3217 Whipple Avenue

DISCOVER the difference
Canton Regency

4515 22nd Street NW, Canton, OH
(877) 927-4841

Capitalsenior.com/cantonregency

EXPERIENCE. INTEGRITY.
 RESULTS.

 2013-2018 dehoff
  top agent

 330.309.2343
 jbelden@dehoff.com

 
EXPECT THE BEST

Real Estate Broker  /  Auctioneer  /  Parishioner

Mark “Service” Esber
330-704-5044
 MarkServiceEsber@gmail.com

A legacy of quality care
Rehabilitation, Skilled Nursing Care,
Assisted Living, Memory Support
Independent Living at the Alsatian

330-875-5562
saintjosephseniorliving.org

330.823.2646
Mowing • Fertilization • Landscaping

Maintaining Your Piece of Paradise Since 1979

Ken’s Lawnscape
330-453-6759

ken 
andrzejczyk 

owner

Kat’s
Con           levelingcrete

Serving Akron, Canton, and Surrounding Area!
Over 58 years of combined experience with concrete, 

asphalt, and general construction for driveways, 
sidewalks, patios, garage floors, and more. 

330-802-0415 | 330-280-7684
katconrete.com • quote@katconcrete.com

Proudly supporting St. Michael Parish! Beautiful atmosphere
& wonderful food. Still locally owned & operated since 1981

 4118 Belden Village St • Canton, OH 
 330-493-8239 | mulliganscanton.com
 m.facebook.com/MulligansRestaurantPub

 David E. Butz • Christopher R. Hunt • Matthew R. Hunt, Attorneys
 KRUGLIAK, WILKINS, GRIFFITHS
 & DOUGHERTY CO., L.P.A. Attorneys At Law
 4775 Munson St. NW Canton
 330.497.0700 www.kwgd.com

Professional Tree Service & Landscaping
 HAYMAKER TREE
 AND LAWN
 330-499-5037

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Family Owned and operated since 1968

Schedule your FREE ESTIMATE
for Spring Tree and

Landscape work now!

St. Michael the Archangel
stmichaelcanton.weshareonline.org

John Plagens • jplagens@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6471

330.244.8989

• Surgery
• Bunions
• Fractures / 
 Sprains

• Wound Care
• Skin/Nails
• Orthotics

Dominick V. Mastracco, DPM
parishioner

 6227 Frank Ave NW 
 North Canton
www.mastraccofootandankle.com


